
Then God Said… REJECTION 
 

Was there ever a time when you thought a new leader would solve all your 
problems?  Perhaps a President, a mayor, a senator, a police chief, maybe a new 
Pastor.  You were sure that this leader would be the one to solve problems. Then 
slowly your confidence in them began to fade, mostly because they did not do 
what you thought they would do. The search for a trusted human leader has been 
going on since the beginning of time.  
 
The people of Israel told Judge Samuel you are old, we want a king. “Give us a 
king to govern us,” (1 Samuel 8:6). Samuel was displeased with them and prayed 
to the Lord. And God said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they 
say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being 
King over them.” (1 Samuel 8:7).  
 
Samuel warned them of what would happen. God told them there would be 
problems. But when they would not listen, God allowed them to go their way into 
sin.  
 
They had the best human king they could possibly have in David, but even he was 
a sinner. He had an affair with Bathsheba; he did not fully tend to his children or 
to the nation. Solomon followed. God gave him wisdom, as he asked, but he 
allowed his attention to wander to other gods.  
 
Soon, the kingdom was divided into Israel and Judah, each with their own king, 
and the kings continued to fail their people. The people put their hopes in a 
human leader.  
 
Humanity does need good leaders, from Presidents, Senators, Mayors, corporate 
leaders, and yes, pastors. There is a role for people of wisdom, integrity and skills. 
We value and appreciate them, we pray for them. But only God can be our “king.” 
If we reject him and put our hopes in a mere human, a creation of God, yes, but a 
limited and finite creature, our hopes will be dashed. There is no perfect person. 
So chose your human leaders carefully, but always declare God as your king. Have 
you found a church where God is truly king? There you will find an imperfect 
pastor, but I pray a good and faithful one called by God, to serve Him through the 
church. 
 
 
 


