
Then God…. Persistence in Prayer 

 Some stories in the Bible don’t make sense to us modern American Christians, so 

we give up not only on the story, but on the Bible, and even on Jesus.  I invite you to take 

the time to look more deeply into such stories to understand them.  

Here is an example on the subject of persistence in prayer.  After teaching his 

disciples how to pray with “The Lord’s Prayer,” Jesus adds a story: “Suppose one of you 

has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves 

of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he 

answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my 

children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’  I tell you, even 

though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because 

of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.” (Luke 11:5-8) 

We must do a little study to understand the story’s context; then we find that 

hospitality was important in Jesus’ time and place, people often travelled at night when it 

was cooler, a family slept on bedding on the floor so to get up involved disturbing family 

members, bread was an important staple, but a family would only make enough for 

themselves each day, and more.  

 Jesus follows this story by saying more about prayer: “Ask, and it will be given you; 

search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” (Luke 11:9) Here, 

too, we should look more deeply at Jesus’ words: ask, search, knock—all active, continual 

verbs. By words and heart in prayer, his disciples are to speak their requests.  They are also 

to search for the answer, whether it comes with a sign or a nudge of the Spirit.  Further, 

they are to knock, to take the initiative as they seek the answer. That is what the person in 

the story did; he knocked on the neighbor’s door, and the neighbor gave him what he 

needed.  God gives us what we need as well, not always what we want, as it may not be 

the best thing for us, but he does supply our needs. 


