
Then God…OVERCAME  
 

Life was humming along nicely for many of us recently. The economy was good, 
the stock market up, unemployment down, and spring in the air. It seemed as if 
all was well. But then came the coronavirus. We heard bits and pieces about a 
disease centered in a faraway place called Wuhan, China. Then, in this world of 
globalization and travel, we heard more, as it spread. Now, it is here in America, 
close to home.  
 
The changes and restrictions are jarring to life. Some of us might fear the future. 
Perhaps we are 65+ or have compromised immune systems. How will it affect us? 
Will we die? Some of us experience a sense of gloom and doom and lose hope. In 
Jesus’ time, Palm Sunday was a day of celebration. Jesus rode into Jerusalem as 
the Messiah, the one who would save Israel. People celebrated by waving palms. 
It seemed all was well. But Passion Week was ahead. It would all go so wrong. 
There were always hints of darkness, but it wasn’t until Jesus was arrested, tried, 
and crucified that same week that reality sunk in. Some feared the future; they 
lost hope. Then God overcame. Jesus rose from the dead, and in doing so, 
defeated the power of death. The debt for sin was paid by him, so that we might 
live abundant life, and he overcame death to give us eternal life. Sin and death did 
not have the final word.  
 
Whatever our circumstances in this unprecedented new situation in today’s 
world, sin and death still do not have the final word. Paul writes in 1st Corinthians 
15:55-58, “Death is swallowed up in victory.  
 
‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” God still overcomes. We need not fear 
but have faith! God says again and again in the Bible, “Do not fear. Be not afraid.” 
Like Paul, I am convinced, as he writes in Romans 8:38-39 “neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus Lord.” Do not fear. Have faith. God 
overcomes…Always! 


