
Then God… MASKS 

 Everyone is talking about various kinds of face masks these days.   

Medical personnel want N95 masks to protect them as they work in 

hospitals.  Such masks protect them from airborne and liquid particles 

carrying the corona virus.   We all want a facial mask to wear to remind 

us not to touch our face, and to provide at least some personal protection  

as well as protecting people we meet.  The women of Community 

Church of the Verdes, Rio, Tonto, and Verde River have been sewing 

masks for those who need them.  

 I went to the Bible to discover what it said about masks.  I 

discovered that while we are focused on the topic of masks, masks are 

not a subject the Bible dwells on.  There are a few references.  In the Old 

Testament, the Bible speaks of “veiling” one’s face, to disguise from 

someone, or to protect one from seeing the full glory of the Lord.  I 

learned that masks also come about in a playful way from the book of 

Esther when Jewish people celebrate the feast of Purim. 

 In the New Testament, the major reference to masks speaks of 

hypocrites, the Greek word for actors, (one who wears a mask).  There is 

a negative connotation here, for Jesus criticized the scribes and the 

Pharisees using this description.  In Matthew 23, Jesus makes a speech, 

repeating “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”  He says that 

they focus on other’s sins, rather than their own. 

 Through Jesus, God has shown us who He is and who we are. As 

Christians, we do not have to “veil” our faces, to protect ourselves from 

seeing the full glory of the Lord.  For we have seen his glory in Jesus: 

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 

1:14) 



 As Christians, we are not to be hypocrites, people who wear masks 

to hide who they truly are.  We are sinners, but we have been saved by 

God’s grace. We are free to go forward in the power of the Spirit and of 

faith.  We are also free to pray to God and call on Him to end this time 

of having to wear masks, so that we can be together again to worship 

Him.  We at our church are praying for this.  Will you join us in prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


