
THEN GOD SAID 

  LISTEN 
 
 I expect everyone has experienced a difficult teacher or class while 

attending elementary, high school, or college.  At the seminary I 

attended, the professor who taught the Old Testament Prophets class had 

the reputation of being tough on the students.  First, we had to work each 

week on translating passages from Hebrew to English.  Second, the 

number of prophets about which we learned, along with the time period 

of the kings during their ministry, was staggering.  Third, there were 

both major and minor prophets, and learning the chronological order of 

all of these was a challenge! 

 The most important thing we learned in the Prophets class was not 

the set of facts.  The most important thing we learned was that prophets 

were people who had been called by God to deliver His word in good 

times and in bad times or, as the New Testament puts it, “in season and 

out and season.”  When God sent a prophet to speak, God’s people were 

to listen! 

 

 Picture 

   

Sometimes, prophets delivered a message of hope to people in 

despair, or in need of comfort.  The prophets let God’s people know He 

still loved them, no matter what it looked like. Sometimes, the prophets 

delivered a message of warning to people who were going down the 

wrong path, or a challenge to people in need of wisdom.  Prophets also 

spoke against idolatry, false worship, and social injustice.  They spoke to 

kings and to ordinary people.  They called everyone to rely on God, not 

on military alliances, false gods, or themselves.  Unfortunately, God’s 

people did not always listen to the prophets. 

 In New Testament times, God sent Jesus to fulfill the role of 

prophet, priest, and king.  Many places in the Bible, Jesus prophesied, 

not predicting as a guess, but spoken as a promise.  When Jesus spoke, 



people were to listen. God said, “This is my Son, the Chosen; listen to 

Him!” (Luke 9:35). 

 Are you listening?  Are you hearing?  If you want to listen more 

faithfully to God, read the Bible and attend a church that reads the Bible.  

Join other Christians who are listening and living God’s word. 

 

 

 
 


