
Then God… Kingdom of God 
 

People sometimes speak of “co-incidences,” situations in which two events come 

together seemingly by chance. Christians understand that there are actually “God-

incidences,” situations in which God is behind two events coming together for a 

reason. I often see God-incidences in my life.  

 

Recently, such a God-incidence occurred as I was writing this column on the 

petition, “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10a) in the Lord’s Prayer. At the same 

time, I was leading a Bible study on Mark; in the study that week, we were 

focusing on Jesus’ proclamation of the coming of the kingdom. I was encouraged 

to see how these two things fit together.  

 

Jesus proclaimed and brought the kingdom when he began his public ministry; he 

said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:15) Though God’s kingdom was not like the 

Roman rule that was in existence in his day, God’s kingdom was a kind of 

sovereignty. God’s kingdom was being established in Jesus when people accepted 

his rule over their lives and lived in accordance with that.  

 

When we pray as Jesus taught us, we are recognizing that God’s kingdom came in 

Jesus, but it will come fully when he comes again. Thus, we are praying for it to 

come to completion, now, for the words of Revelation 21:1-4 to come to actuality: 

“...I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and…earth had passed 

away… I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…. I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as 

their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. Death… mourning…crying…pain will be no 

more…”  

 

Yet we are praying that until that time, God’s kingdom will come to more people. 

We are praying that it will be a kingdom they recognize and live under. We are 

praying that his kingdom will come in people’s hearts and in their words and 

deeds.  

 

Further, we are praying for God’s kingdom to truly come within us. Will we be 

persons that live under the kingdom of God in our hearts, words, and deeds? 
 
 


