
Then God… Judging 

I was recently called to account on my behavior in a certain regard by two people.  One 

of the persons sent me an anonymous note, while the other contacted me directly, so I 

knew who that was.  Both persons were correct in calling me to account, in judging my 

behavior, but it certainly felt better, and kinder, to be contacted directly than to be 

contacted anonymously. I heard the offered correction from that person and took it to 

heart. 

This experience highlighted for me several truths behind Jesus’ words about judging in 

the Sermon on the Mount, here from Matthew 7:1, “Do not judge, so that you may not 

be judged.”  The verse is probably one of the most misunderstood in the Bible.  It 

doesn’t mean that Christians should never make discernments about a person’s 

behavior.  We certainly are taught in the Bible what is right and what is wrong.  But, as 

the verses following that verse explain, we are first to focus on ourselves, to be 

discerning about our own behavior.  Jesus explains, “For with the judgment you make 

you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you 

see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how 

can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in 

your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 

see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.” (Matthew 7:2-5) 

The other truth this experience highlighted for me was that the intention behind calling 

persons to account is important.  Humility without harshness goes a long way. 

Yet another truth is that directness is important. Sometime after the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus again talked about calling another to account in a way that can bring 

resolution and reconciliation, specifically among Christians.  He said, in Matthew 

18:15a, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 

when the two of you are alone.”  



The verse I began with does mean that we are not to judge in God’s place.  God is the 

final judge, therefore we leave the judgment of a person’s heart or ultimate destiny to 

Him. 

 

 

 


