
Then God Said 

  JOY 

My seminary theology professor once posed this question to 

me, and my classmates.  What do you allow to define your life?  

He told us the story of a young woman who was in a terrible car 

accident that created serious consequences to her body.  She could 

have allowed that experience to define her life.  But she did not.  

Where did her strength come from?   She knew of God’s saving 

love for Jesus.  That was the perspective through which she 

received joy all of her life. 

 What is the experience that defines your life?  Is it your 

childhood?  Is it an awful experience you had?  Is it something that 

has happened recently?  How did it affect you?  Are you bitter and 

angry?  Do you have joy? 

 NEW PICTURE 

Today I want to tell you about what defines my life.  Without 

hesitation it is Jesus Christ, his life, his death and resurrection.  

God’s sending of Jesus tells me God loves me, has saved me, and 

continues to care for me.  It tells me that my grateful response is to 

love God and my neighbor.  I grew up in this truth in the church, 

and I became increasingly aware of its importance in moments 

throughout my life. 

 The good news of Jesus Christ is told clearly in the gospels 

of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  God loved us so much, and 

wanted us to be in relationship with Him so, that He sent His son 

to atone for our sins so we could stand before a holy God in Jesus’ 

righteousness.  In raising Jesus from the dead, God overcame evil 

and death so that we might live with joy now and then eternity 

with Him. 



 In his final teaching to his disciples, Jesus said, “If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
 
I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete.” (John 15:9-11)                                                        

 I pray that you will know joy in Jesus.  To explore this 

further, go to my blog at www.fhtimes.com.  The blog is different 

than this column and from our church’s website; it is a more 

personal site in a conversational style.  I hope you will read it, be 

provoked to reflection or action, and maybe even engage with me 

through email which can be found on our church’s website 

www.verdefaith.org. 
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