
Then God…”IS THAT ALL THERE IS?” 

 Do you ever wonder, in the good and bad of life, what the meaning of life is?  

Perhaps things are great for you, and you are simply enjoying that; but perhaps you have 

found that even with all you thought would make life happy, you are still asking, “Is this 

all there is?” Or, perhaps life is challenging for you, with health issues, emotional pain, 

financial loss.  You may ask, “Is this all there is, pain and suffering?” So you wonder… 

Is life simply meant to enjoy, to strive and achieve, to endure? 

 Christianity tells us that none of these explanations will satisfy.  It tells us life is 

not as it was intended to be, and it is not all there is.  After creation, sin came into the 

world and affected all things.  Jesus came to save us from sin, and the breaking into our 

world of the kingdom of God has shown us what can be and what is to be. We live in 

light of this knowledge. 

 In his first sermon, Jesus made this clear.  He gave this sermon after he was 

baptized and prepared for ministry by time in the wilderness.  The sermon also came 

after Jesus proclaimed the good news of salvation from sin, and gave signs of the 

kingdom by healing.  Only then did Jesus preach.  This sermon is known as the Sermon 

on the Mount, and it can be found in Matthew 5-7. 

 The first verses of the sermon are known as the Beatitudes.  The sentences begin 

“Blessed are….”  What is striking is that Jesus doesn’t tell the people listening to do 

anything in order to be blessed.  Rather, he tells them that because of their present 

conditions, they are blessed and will receive something to come.  As Jesus does this, he 

is emphasizing that life is not as God intended it to be, and it is not all there is.   

 Jesus is also emphasizing that we are blessed---happy, whole, peaceful---when we 

recognize our brokenness, our need for God, and our fulfillment in loving him and 

serving others.  In our emptiness, in our desire for something better than this world, we 

are and will be filled in God.  We are people with a God shaped hole in our hearts.  The 

kingdom has come already on earth in Jesus, and we pray for it to fully come in God’s 

time. 


