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Then God.. “HE WAS A GOOD PERSON….” 

Times of death are not good times to discuss theology, that is, religious 

beliefs. People are in shock and grief.  They need space to express what they 

are feeling; they need a listening ear. They don’t need the working out of 

theories. 

Yet at times of death, I often hear people expressing their theology, 

even though they may not know that is what they are doing. One of the 

statements I hear most often is something like this: “Well, he was a good 

person.” And this is said as though that is the bottom line in determining the 

measure of a life.  The statement implies the person was “good enough,” and 

in fact “good enough” to deserve something, whether that is acclaim or 

reward or eternal life. I am always glad to hear someone described as a good 

person; the world can use more people with good inclinations and doing 

good things. 

Yet what is the standard for “good” being used?  And who has set the 

standard? Self? Majority? Government? The same applies to what is “good 

enough.” What is good enough, and who determines this? 

The Bible says, “No one is good but God alone.” (Luke 18:19) Only 

God is good; only God sets the standard. Human beings can only become 

“good,” “righteous,” through Jesus.  We are all sinners, and Jesus paid the 

price for our sin on the cross.  His perfect life, his righteousness, is imputed 

to us, in what has been called the “great” or the “beautiful” exchange.  Jesus 

took our sin, and he gives us his righteousness. 

God created all things good, including human beings, but when Adam 

and Eve chose to rebel against him, sin affected everything.  This included 

their relationship with God, the relationship between all human beings, the 

relationship between men and women, and relationship between human 

beings and God’s creation. We could not be fully good after that.  So Jesus 

came to be the new Adam, with no rebellion or sin against God.  In him 

alone can we be good.  

Christianity is not a religion of rules we must keep to be good enough.  

Christianity is relationship with God; it is faith in God and loving God and 

neighbor as God empowers us by his Spirit.  It is exercising the fruit of the 

Spirit, which is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.”  (Galatians 5:22-23) 


