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Then God…. Giving 

 I was at a swimming pool recently where a young family with children was 

present.  All of the children at various times shouted out to their parents, “Watch me, 

Daddy!” or “Mom, look at me!” They would then show their parents how long they 

could hold their breaths underwater, or how they could do a handstand.  They so wanted 

their parents’ attention; they so wanted their parents to be proud of them. They were 

doing good things, and they wanted their parents to know it.  I suspect that, in addition 

to this, they simply wanted their parents to love them. 

 I smiled as I watched this, for it has been said that this is probably the case when 

we as adults do something good.  We want our Father, our Heavenly Father to see us, to 

be proud of us, and, at the base of it all, love us. Yet even more so, given our sinful 

nature, we want other people to see us and be impressed by us.  This was the reality 

when I was at that pool; I could see that the kids liked that I stopped reading my book 

under the shade of a big umbrella and was watching them. 

 I am sure that this is true when we live out our faith, specifically, when we give to 

the poor and needy. We want to show God and other people that we are loving God and 

loving others. Of course, God assumes we will live out our faith in giving, for Jesus says 

in The Sermon on the Mount “when” you give, not “if” you give. Yet Jesus calls us not 

to make a show of giving, saying, “whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 

before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 

be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you 

give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your 

alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

(Matthew 6:2-4) 

 The wonderful good news Jesus was telling us all here is that our Heavenly 

Father always sees us, and loves us.  He is blessed when we live out our faith, and he is 

glorified by our good works.  

  


