
Then God…”Generosity” 

I have observed over the years as a pastor that those who are grateful become 

those who are generous.  A person who has received God’s forgiveness is 

grateful and wants to respond.   They want to share that forgiveness with 

others, to share God’s love with others, and to give of their time, talents, and 

treasures. This is generosity.  It is a fruit of the Spirit listed by Paul in 

Galatians 5:22: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 

 

Generosity is operating on the idea of abundance in this world, not on the fear 

of scarcity.  Remember the boy in the Bible who donated five loaves and two 

fish, all he had, and it was enough, by Jesus’ hand, to feed a crowd.  

Remember the widow in the Bible who gave all she had, and she was praised 

by Jesus.   Remember Zacchaeus who, after experiencing Jesus, gave back 

four times what he owed. 

 

Generosity is recognizing that all good things are a gift of God; they are not 

ours to hoard, for they were never ours in the first place; they were given to 

us to share.  Generosity is giving more than is requested or required. 

Generosity is living with openness. 

 

Generosity is part of God’s nature.  He gave of Himself in Jesus, and in the 

Spirit. Generosity is not part of our human nature; it comes only through 

God’s Spirit within us. 

 

Do you know a truly generous person?  Observe them.  How and why do they 

give?  If you can’t tell, ask them.  I have no doubt they will tell you that they 

give because they have been given to, by God, in love and grace. 

 

Do you want to become a generous person?  Ask for God’s grace, receive it, 

then begin to give of yourself.  Note how easily you can give, how it makes 

you feel, how it makes you want to give more. 

 

My father was a person of faith who often cited Malachi 3:10-12 when 

speaking of generosity.  He said it had always been true in his life:  “Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 

me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be 

room enough to store it.” 


