
And then God said 

FORGIVENESS 

I have listened to many misunderstandings about the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ.  These misunderstandings are repeated over the years, even 

repeated today. George Santayna wrote, “Those who do not remember 

the past are condemned to repeat it.” He meant that we need to learn the 

lessons and mistakes of history. The same is true for theology, and our 

understanding of God. We need to remember the lessons and mistakes of 

the past in order not to repeat them.  

Some say that Jesus wasn’t really crucified. It wasn’t him, but 

someone substituted for him. Not true. His own mother, and some of his 

followers saw him on the cross.  

Picture  

Some say that Jesus’ crucifixion was divine child abuse by God the 

Father. They say God forced him into this awful death. Not true. Jesus 

was not forced to die. He chose the way ahead.  

Some say Jesus’ crucifixion was the end. He died, and that was the 

end. Not true. They fail to remember the resurrection, which happened a 

few days later.  

Some do not understand why the crucifixion was necessary. It was 

necessary because of humanity’s sin, which broke the relationship 



between God and humanity. The debt for that sin had to be paid to the 

holy God to restore the relationship. It was paid by Jesus’ death. Jesus, 

who knew no sin, took our sin on himself, and went to the cross for us. 

This was a gift to us, but it cost God his Son, it cost Jesus his life. It is 

not, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer has coined the phrase, “cheap grace.”  

We are repulsed by the idea of crucifixion, and we should be. It is 

torture and inhumane. This is true. But it shows us how destructive, and 

horrible sin is. And it shows us the consequences of sin. Yet in the midst 

of all this, we remember that the crucifixion, Jesus’ death, provided for 

our being forgiven. Even while dying on the cross, Jesus forgave those 

who were crucifying Him when he said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34). Their unjust and 

sinful crucifixion of Him was forgiven.  

If the crucifixion is difficult for you to understand, find a church, 

and a pastor, that follows the Bible. There you will hear about God’s 

word of forgiveness for you. 


