
Then God…  “Forgive us our debts……..” 

Jesus told us to pray, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors.” (Matthew 6:12) This isn’t profound, but I have discovered there are two major 

issues for us when we ask this of God.   

First, we know that God forgave us once and for all in Jesus’ death on the cross.  

God also forgives us daily, for though we are forgiven before God in Jesus in that once 

and for all act, in this life, we continue to sin at times when we fail to let the Holy Spirit 

direct our thoughts and actions. As Christians, we are in the process in this life of 

“sanctification,” being made holy by God until we reach the final “glorification” with 

God in heaven. 

So we can accept God’s forgiveness in one sense, but the problem is that we 

cannot forgive ourselves for certain sins.  It has been said that not forgiving ourselves is 

like locking ourselves in a room with open doors.  We are prisoners of our own making. 

Further, who are we to say that the sin we cannot forgive of ourselves is greater 

than God’s power?  Is any sin that great? Even Peter’s three-time denial of association 

with Jesus was forgiven. (John 21:15-19) Judas could have been forgiven for betraying 

Jesus, but he didn’t allow for that possibility. (Matthew 27:5) 

The second issue is not forgiving others.  In Matthew 18, a servant owed a king a 

very large amount, but the servant could not pay him, so asked for patience.  The king 

took pity on the servant and forgave him his debt.  But then the servant went to someone 

who owed him a small amount, that person asked for patience, and the servant threw him 

into debtors’ prison.  This was reported to the king, who reinstated the servant’s debt to 

him. 

How are we to address these issues? We are forgiven, and we must forgive.  

Forgiveness is a gift of God, not our own doing, however, so to forgive ourselves and 

others, we must let God’s forgiveness flow through us.  Holocaust survivor Corrie Ten 

Boom that this is the only way she could forgive her captors.  She allowed God to raise 

her hand to one who asked for forgiveness, and shake his hand, through the power of the 

Spirit. 

May we allow God to so empower us. 


