
 

THEN GOD….Evil 

 I remember September 11, 2001, the day that 

changed history.  Planes flown by radical Islamists 

crashed into the World Trade Center towers and 

other places.  People were shocked.  At the time, I 

was a pastor in Charlotte, North Carolina.  I was 

shocked, too.  Then something else happened.  I was 

also shocked that so many people did not understand 

the depth of evil in the world. 

 Many thought education could “teach” people 

out of evil; I heard them say, “So many of those 

involved in the crashes were educated!”  Others 

thought money would “buy” people out of evil; I 

heard them say, “Well, some of those people came 

from very wealthy families.”  

 PICTURE  

 The truth is that evil is a force that exists in the 

world, a force that opposes God.  Evil is not simply 

the absence of good, as early theologians thought.  

Evil is an active force against God and good.  

Christians understand God created all that is, and He 

created it for good; but early on, one of his angels 

sought to gain power over him and was cast out of 



heaven. That was the birth of evil.  It was that evil 

that tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden. 

 Then God gave us Jesus Christ to help us stand 

against evil.  Evil was defeated by Christ, but it still 

exists on earth. We work for good, as Jesus did, and 

we trust that when evil happens, God does not 

abandon us.  He remains with us. 

 Also, we trust that when evil happens, God can 

use it for good.  Of course, we do not want evil to 

happen, but it cannot and does not defeat God.  In 

the Biblical story of Joseph, Joseph says to his 

brothers, “Even though you intended to do harm to 

me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 

numerous people, as he is doing today. (Genesis 

50:20) Paul writes in Romans 8:28, “We know that 

all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose.”  

Even the evil that caused Jesus’ crucifixion was used 

by God for good, for our salvation. 

 The Sunday after September 11, 2001, churches 

were filled to overflowing.  Christians knew they 

had to turn to God, the face of good, to pray and 

worship Him.  If only churches 19 years later were 

still filled to overflowing.  Join us as we stand 



against evil, and worship at Community Church of 

the Verdes! 

 
 


