
Then God…”YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.” 
 

 If someone mentions the word “steal” to me, my mind conjures up 

images like an armed robber at a bank, or a mugger taking someone’s wallet or 

purse by force.  I confess, these images probably come from too many television 

shows about crime over the years. Unfortunately, those violent images cannot be 

removed from my brain.  I have misused my time in that sense, perhaps even 

making it a “taking” from myself, my mind, space that could have stored good 

images. 

This small fact reminds me that “stealing” may be any form of “taking.”  I 

think of the “white collar” theft committed by Bernie Madoff in his Ponzi 

scheming and fraud.  I think of cheating on one’s taxes.   

Stealing may also be misuse of one’s property.  It can be accumulating too 

much in greed or failing to share with those in real need. 

Stealing may also relate not simply to property, but to persons.  Do we 

“take” someone’s reputation when we lie about them?  I see people who have lost 

so much because of false Facebook posts about them, for example. What dangers 

and sad stories lie in social media misuse! And do we “take” the reputation of 

others when we are silent in the face of lies about them when we know the truth? 

God says in the Bible, “You shall not steal.” (Exodus 20:15) In this 

command, God was telling his people of old that they were to be good stewards of 

the gifts he gave them, not misusing them in any way. They were also not to take 

gifts from others.  Rather, they were to trust that God would supply their needs.  

We still recognize this today when we pray the prayer that Jesus taught, saying, 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” (Matthew 6:11) 

The commandment not to steal, then, recognizes that God is ultimately the 

giver of all good gifts, and it also recognizes that we each have ownership of a 

certain amount of goods that cannot be taken by others.  Perhaps with this as an 

influence, the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution recognizes that 

private property cannot be taken by the government without certain requirements 

being met. 

As you ponder this commandment, think with positive words.  You shall  

be a good steward of the property that is yours.  You shall focus on 

 giving and sharing. 

 

 


