
Then God said… EXILE 
 
Imagine that you have been forced from your native land to a foreign land. 
Nothing is familiar to you. All is strange and frightening. You feel abandoned and 
alone. You especially felt separated from your family and friends, and even your 
God, for all you know, home, school, church, work, has been taken from you.  
 
This was the situation of God’s people who were sent into exile from their land 
when they were defeated by their nation’s enemies. God had warned them that 
their disobedience to him----depending on military alliances rather than Him, 
following their own ways of justice rather than His, turning to other gods or no 
god at all---would result in disaster. And so it did.  
 
The people’s feeling was captured in Psalm 137:1: “By the rivers of Babylon— 
there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion.” The people 
were homesick God’s people had to “serve their time” in exile, as it were.  
 
Then, God heard their cry, and he said, through the prophet Isaiah, “Comfort, O 
comfort my people, Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid.” Isaiah had more than simply 
comforting words for the people, however. He also had a great message of hope. 
After comforting the people that the exile was over, and they would return to 
their land, he prophesied that “the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.” 
Something special and good and wonderful was coming.  
 
Later, the glory of the Lord was revealed as God sent his son Jesus once and for all 
to show his love for his people, and save them from their sins. God had intended 
for Israel to be a light to the nations, but he sent Jesus to both Jews and non-Jews 
(Gentiles) to show his light and shine in the darkness and not be overcome. In 
Jesus, God’s people had God incarnate with them, and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we still do.  
 
Do you know Jesus, or are you in a situation like those people of old in exile? Do 
you feel alone, lost and abandoned, separated, even homesick? Are you in a kind 
of exile of your own or of another’s making? Then find your home in Jesus, and 

find a church that speaks of him. 


