
Then God...Do Unto Others 

There are specific situations in our lives in which Christians might wonder how 

we can love our neighbor.  We want to do the right thing to love them, to will and 

work for their good, and we also want them to know they are loved.  Of all the 

possible courses of action, which one should we choose? And how should we decide 

which course of action to choose? 

The first step in the answer we have from Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount: 

we should pray about it.  Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 

will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” (Matthew 7:7) 

The second step in the answer is found immediately after this in the Sermon on 

the Mount: there is a standard for behavior to love neighbor.  Jesus says, “In 

everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the 

prophets.” (Matthew 7:12) 

This standard is commonly known as “The Golden Rule,” although it is not so 

named in the Bible. Some say the rule is the same in all other religions, but we note 

that isn’t really the case.  Other faiths state their such rules in negative and passive 

terms, “do not do so and so.” Christianity’s standard is positive and active.  Christian 

love is to be shown in this manner. It is a high calling. 

But we can’t stop there, with only the law and the prophets.  There is yet a third 

step, again given to us by Jesus. As theologian Martin Luther pointed out long ago, 

there is something which follows the law and prophets---the gospel.  Jesus speaks not 

only about loving the “others” who are our neighbors, but the “others” who are our 

enemies. Jesus says, “Love your enemies... Do to others as you would have them do to 

you.” (Luke 6:27 and 31) This adds to the height of our calling to love.  

I am humbled by this calling.  While I am still struggling day to day with how 

to love my neighbor, positively and actively, I am even called to love my enemy.  

Jesus died for all and asked that we love all.  For that, I pray for direction and 

strength.  The answer I hear is to pray for all. I would ask the same from you. 


