
Gratitude 

          During Fellowship Hour following our church’s worship service on 
a recent Sunday, a member of the church told me about a handwritten 
thank you note she had received from another parishioner that had 
meant a great deal to her. Yesterday, I received a handwritten thank you 
note from a non-member for something I had done.  It also meant a great 
deal to me. 

          There are times when I know people are grateful for certain things, 
and I am glad.  But to have them take the time to write a note in this day 
and age is a tangible way for them to show their gratitude, and somehow, 
it means more than a simple spoken “thank you.” It acknowledges that 
they recognized and received the gift, and it speaks of their appreciation.   

          Years ago, a member of our church who was over 90 at the time 
experienced the death of his long-time wife.  They had been married 
almost 70 years.  When I spoke with him shortly after her death, he said, 
with a tear in his eye, how much he missed her.  Yet he said he was so 
blessed to share the love and the years they had together, their 
experiences, their children, their grandchildren, and so much more, that 
he could not help but be grateful to God for her life.  I know this man said 
this to God in prayer, a kind of a “thank you note” to God, and in the 
remainder of his life.  This man has himself died since then, and I rejoice 
that he can now tell God face-to-face how grateful he is. 

          Gratitude.  It is a wonderful feeling to have and a wonderful feeling 
to share.  And it is an appropriate feeling for Christians to have toward 
God, so richly has God blessed us.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

          Though God is beyond feeling, I wonder if he isn’t moved in some 
way when he hears of our gratitude for salvation in prayer.  And I 
wonder if he isn’t moved when he sees our gratitude to him in life as we 
live each day in faith and share our faith. I said in a sermon once that our 
lives should be “living thank you notes” to God. I still think so. 

          Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 


