
  

the body is one 
and has many 
members, and all 
the members of 
the body, though 
many, are one 
body, so it is with 
Christ.” (1st Cor-
inthians 12:12)
 So, yes, hu-
man beings are 
all connected in 
one way or an-
other. That is 
good for us to realize.  But God certainly 
wants us to find our connection, our unity, 
in Him. May that be so!

Interdependence
 I am often reminded of how small the 
world is when I meet someone. Through 
conversation, we learn we have both lived 
in the same area, or gone to the same col-
lege, or visited the same vacation spot.  
Related to that, but in another way, I also 
am often reminded of the caution never 
to say anything bad about someone be-
cause you never know who might be re-
lated to them.
 In my sermons, I often quote from 
other preachers, for I research far and 
wide to see what others have said more 
artfully or with more insight than I about 
a Biblical text.  It never ceases to amaze 
me when a member of my congregation 
says to me after a sermon, “I know that 
person!  That person was the associate 
pastor at the church I attend years ago, 
or that person was my college room-
mate!”
 All of this reinforces something I 
know from the Bible.  We were not made 
to be alone.  In the beginning, men and 
women were made for each other.  God 
said, “Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.’” (Gen-
esis 2:18) Families were also created, as 
were communities.  Only when persons 
sought to join to build the Tower of Ba-
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bel and “be like God” did God break up 
the human community. (Genesis 11) The 
remainder of the Old Testament is the 
story of the people of God, certainly de-
pendent on God and interdependent with 
one another. The people were to be a com-
munity under God showing God’s light to 
the nations so that all ultimately could be 
drawn to God in that community.
 In the New Testament, community is 
important, too, especially Christian com-
munity.  At Pentecost, God reversed the 
story of Babel to show people that their 
unity could be found only around Christ.  
(Acts 2)  In his letters to churches, Paul 
describes the church as one body, the 
body of Christ.  He writes, “For just as 
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1. Who was the helper that God 
created for Adam in Genesis 2:18?
a) Cain  b) Abel  c) Eve  d) Serpent

2. Why did the people build the Tower 
of Babel as recorded in Genesis 11:4?
a) Make a beacon for the darkness.  
b) Make a name for themselves.  c) 
Make a tourist attraction.  d) Make a 
statement of power.

3. What event recorded in Acts 2 is 
the reverse of the Tower of Babel by 

uniting people together?
a) Pentecost  b) Resurrection   c) 
Crucifixion   d) Baptism

4. How does Paul describe the church in I 
Corinthians 12:12?
a) One member, many functions.  b) One 
soul, many members. c) One institution, 
with many helpers. d) One body, the body 
of Christ.

Answers: 1)c, 2) b, 3) a, 4) d


