
  

God’s Spirit 
is renewed in 
c o m m u n i o n , 
whether the el-
ements are un-
leavened bread 
and wine, or wa-
fers and juice.  
God’s Word is 
still found in 
the Bible and, 
by the power of 
the Spirit, pro-
claimed to people.  Prayer still brings 
God’s grace, as do works of service.
 Come, and I will show you a fishing 
hole….

Fishing Hole
 The story is told of a fisherman who 
wanted to know where he could catch 
fish.  The person he asked said, “I can 
tell you of a fishing hole where fish have 
been caught over the years, and I can 
tell you that I have caught fish there. I 
can tell you where it is, I can point out 
the way to you, but I cannot guarantee 
that you will catch fish there.”
 This story is really about a spiri-
tual seeker asking where he can find 
the grace of God, that is, what are the 
means of grace. The means of grace are 
the ways in which God connects with 
people to pour out his spirit, salvation, 
and grace.  They are ordinarily under-
stood as the Word, the sacraments, and 
prayer.  To these have been added in 
recent years such things as service in 
his name. So the idea of “catching fish,” 
though perhaps a bit of a clumsy anal-
ogy, is compared to the idea of receiving 
God’s Spirit.
 Since Pentecost, the church has been 
the place where the means of grace ex-
ist.  Of course, salvation is not in the 
church; salvation is in Jesus Christ.  But 
spiritual seekers might want to begin to 
find grace in the church. It is that fish-
ing hole where others have “caught fish.”
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 We know from Jesus, in his en-
counter with Nicodemus (John 3), that 
the Holy Spirit is like the wind, and it 
blows where and when it chooses. Some 
experience it in powerful and dramatic 
ways.  Others experience it in quiet, 
gentle ways, and feel the growth of it 
within them over a period of years. We 
cannot and do not control it.
 I grew up in the church, and I am 
now a pastor.  I know that the church 
is hardly perfect: it is a gift of God, but 
it is also a human institution.  Yet it is 
still the place which offers the means of 
grace to all.  God’s Spirit is given in bap-
tism, whether the mode is sprinkling 
an infant or immersing a young adult.  

Cathy Northrup, 
Pastor

Wisdom from the Bible 
by Ken Vos

1. What was the occupation of the 
disciples Peter and Andrew?
a) Priest  b) Tax collector  c) 
Fisherman  d) Shepherd

2. Where could be the best “fishing 
hole” in Israel?
a) Sea of Galilee  b) Dead Sea  c) 
Lake Jericho  d) Capernaum Lake

3. How did Jesus describe the Holy 

Spirit to Nicodemus in John 3?
a) Fire  b) Wind  c) Water  d) Wood

4. In Ephesians 2:5 Paul tells the church 
members at Ephesus that they are alive 
together with Christ. By what have they 
been saved?
a) Mercy  b) Works  c) Desire  d) Grace

Answers: 1)c, 2) a, 3) b, 4) d


