
Then God said… My Church  
 

Have you ever had a bad experience at a church? Many people have. Often they 
leave that church, deciding all churches are the same. That’s like, “throwing the 
baby (Jesus) out with the bathwater.” The truth about the church is that it is the 
gift from God, but it is a human institution. It is God’s gift in this way.  
 
On the day of Pentecost, God sent the Holy Spirit to give the church life. The 
disciples were gathered in Jerusalem, when God gave them power and 
understanding. Peter told the story of Jesus, and thousands of people believed. 
They were baptized and forgiven of their sin. They joined with others, studying 
the disciples’ teaching, enjoying fellowship, praying, and the breaking of bread, 
together. Churches are made up of “forgiven sinners,” not “perfect saints.” From 
its beginning, the church has had human disagreement and sin. Yet, by the 
strength of God’s Spirit, the church lived on, doing good in God’s name.  
 
Jesus said, “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it.” (Matthew 16:18b) PICTURE As a human institution, the Christian church today 
is not perfect. We are divided: Catholic and Protestant, various denominations. 
Each church has its issues. But one thing for sure…you have choices!  
 
At our best, and empowered by God’s Spirit, the church lives out its mission. We 
proclaim God’s truth, we provide genuine fellowship, we worship God. We 
promote good, and we exhibit the kingdom of God to the world. John Calvin put it 
succinctly: “Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, there 
a church of God exists, even if it swarms with many faults.”  
 
Community Church of the Verdes has a respected choir, led by a skilled 
professional director. Perhaps my message does not meet everyone’s need every 
Sunday. But it will always be based on God’s truth. Always! I promise. Speaking of 
God’s truth, we do have three of the very best Bible leader/instructors anywhere. 
That’s why so many people come from other churches to learn God’s truth. I have 
often said in the past, attend a church that reads, and believes the Bible. But I 
want to make a specific invitation to you today to attend Community Church of 
the Verdes in Rio Verde at our 8:30 a.m. Sunday worship. In that way, you can 
see, and sense the love of God’s people. We are waiting to meet you. 


