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Then God…COURAGE 

 Nelson Mandela once said, “Courage was not the absence of fear, 

but the triumph over it.  The brave man or woman is not the person who 

does not feel afraid, but the person who conquers that fear”. 

 Courage is what the front line medical personnel in the current 

battle against the corona virus have.  We all know that courage is not the 

absence of fear, but the willingness to act in the face of that fear.  They 

are seeking to be safe as they work, yet they are often putting their own 

health at risk to save lives and treat those in need.  They exhibit courage, 

action, and even a willingness to self-sacrifice. 

 Courage is what the prophets in the Old Testament exhibited.  

They spoke God’s word to powerful leaders and kings.  They spoke the 

truth, even if it was not what those people wanted to hear. 

 Courage is what Jesus exhibited.  He “set his face toward” 

Jerusalem, knowing that he would be arrested and tried, suffer, and then 

die for you and me through crucifixion.   

 Courage is what early Christians exhibited in the face of 

persecution.  They continued to worship, to love, to serve, to pray, even 

as their very existence as Christians was threatened. 

 The church today continues to exhibit courage in this way.  Right  

now, we are sacrificing getting together so that others may not become 

ill, yet we still have worship on-line.  We still love one another by 

keeping in touch with folks in  hospitals, care homes and in their homes 

in creative ways.  We still serve by  delivering food, making masks, and 

most important, praying. 

 What gives us courage?  We trust that God is with us, and that 

whatever happens, God will not abandon us.  Even death cannot separate 

us from God’s love. 
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  The psalmist reminds us, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall 

I be afraid? I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the 

land of the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take 

courage; wait for the LORD!” (Psalm 27) 

 The church prays for and supports our front line medical 

personnel.  We trust that our prayers will sustain them in their work, 

even as God sustains us in our work. 

  


