
AND GOD SAID…Born Anew  
 

Recently, I was visiting at the home of a man in our community who was dying. 
Two of his good friends from out of town were there to be with him, his wife and 
family. The friends had come to our church’s worship service that morning. The 
friends were both lifelong Christians, so I was blessed and pleased when one of 
the men told me that something I had said in my sermon really helped him.  
 
I was preaching about the Holy Spirit, using the metaphor of wind to describe it. I 
had said that the word used for Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments 
actually means “breath” and “wind.” We call the Holy Spirit the Holy Spirit 
because it is God, part of the trinity, but it is an active force of God, like breath 
and wind. At the creation of the world, God’s Spirit was there, moving. At the 
creation of humanity, God’s Spirit was there, breathing life into us. At Pentecost, 
the creation of God’s church on earth, God’s Spirit moved over the gathered 
disciples and filled them with God’s life and power. This same Spirit is given to all 
believers when they are born anew in Christ.  
 
I had also said that, like the wind, the Spirit moves in different ways in different 
people. The Spirit might come as a gentle breeze, or as a hurricane wind that picks 
us up and shakes us around and places us elsewhere. What this man said helped 
him so much was when I said that the Spirit is also like the wind in that it can’t be 
seen, but its effects can. The wind makes its mark when, for example, it bends the 
grass softly or when it knocks down a tree by its power.  
 
We see the “after effect.” The Holy Spirit makes its mark, also. Lives are changed. 
It should be said of those who are born anew, “the wind has passed through here 
and left its mark on you.”  
 
We need to be born from above to see anew, to see God’s perspective, to 
understand we have a new life. The effects need to be seen, so people can say, 
“God’s Spirit has passed through here and left its mark on you.” Can this be said 
of you? To learn more about the Holy Spirit, attend a Bible based church, and 
expect to be born anew! 


