
Then God…BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 

Churches in the Reformed Tradition have one baptism, though that may be for an infant or for 

an adult.  At infant baptism, the parents make a faith statement and promise to raise the infant 

in the faith until the youth can confirm that baptismal vow at Confirmation. At a youth or adult 

baptism, the person being baptized makes their own faith statement. 

In the case of an infant baptism, a beautiful part of the old French Reformed baptismal liturgy 

was when the minister held the child and said, “Little one, child of God, though you do not 

understand it yet, for you Jesus came into the world, for you Jesus lived, for you Jesus died on 

the cross, and for you Jesus rose from the dead. We will continue to tell you this good news 

until it becomes your own.”  

These statements by the minister make several points; the one I want to focus on is that Jesus 

Christ was THE Peacemaker between God and humanity.  By giving his life in payment for 

humanity’s sin, Jesus bridged the gap between God and humanity, reconciling the world to 

God. “Through [Jesus] God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 

in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:20) 

Because we have peace with God through Jesus, THE Peacemaker, like that “little child” being 

baptized, we, too, can be children of God. “See what love the Father has given us, that we 

should be called children of God.” (1
st
 John 3:1)  

Further, because we have peace with God through Jesus, THE Peacemaker, we can pass on that 

peace to others as “peacemakers.” Jesus connected “peace” with being God’s children when he 

said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9)  

To be peacemakers, we can share the good news.  We can also bring the peace of God 

through reconciling work between people in disagreement.  “God… has given us the ministry 

of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:18) Further, we can be peaceable people.  “If it is possible, 

so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:18) 

There were those in Old Testament times who cried “Peace, peace, when there was no 

peace” (Jeremiah 6:14), and some say this today.  The truth is that peace can be found only in 

Jesus. 

                                                                                                           


