
Then God…BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL 

  
Sometimes it is difficult not to react quickly to someone who  
wrongs you, through words or actions.  I often have to remind myself to stop 
before I react to what is said or done and take a breath.  Then I have to wonder 
what is going on with this person.  Are they having a bad day? Are they in 
emotional or physical pain? What happened to them? 

Stopping to take a breath to determine what might be going on with the person 
allows me to be merciful to those who wrong me.  Usually, I can see what is 
behind their words or actions and be more understanding.  Their circumstances 
do not excuse their wrong; but a background helps me to be merciful, 
compassionate and loving. 

This is not the primary reason to be merciful.  We are merciful because God has 
given us mercy. Jesus said, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 
6:36) Instead of punishing us for our sins, God gave of himself, his Son, to receive 
the judgment due to us, so that we might be free of sin and forgiven.  This is who 
God is, compassionate, merciful, and forgiving. When we act the same way, it is a 
sign of the kingdom within us. 

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus tells a story to illustrate this.  A slave who owed a king 
a great deal of money came to him, begging for patience.  The king had mercy and 
forgave the slave his massive debt.  But then this same forgiven slave went to 
another slave who owed him a small amount of money and had him thrown in 
prison when he could not pay. The king heard of this.  He was troubled and said to 
the one upon whom he had mercy, “Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” 

Jesus said in the Beatitudes, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” 
(Matthew 5:7) This tells us two things.  First, if we are merciful to others, it 
sometimes will cause them to be merciful.  Second, there is a mercy yet to come 
from God, the joy of heaven, and union with him.  We shall be face to face with 
the one who loves us so greatly. 

A contemporary song makes the claim, “Mercy won’t be rationed here.”  Let that 
we our claim as well.   

 
 

 

   

 
 


