
Then God…BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE REVILE YOU… 

 
 I have not been truly persecuted for my Christian faith.  I have not been 

arrested, tortured, or killed for my faith. There are, however, still places in the 

world where Christians are persecuted, where they are arrested, tortured, and 

killed. Persecuted Christians need our prayers, always. 

 Persecution of Christians followed quickly after the persecution of Christ.  

Jesus knew this would happen.  He told his followers in the Sermon on the 

Mount,
 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely
 
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12) Jesus’ followers probably did not understand 

this, but if they did, they probably wondered what they were in for, and how they 

were supposed to rejoice and be glad in this. 

 Again, I have not been truly persecuted for my faith, but I certainly have 

experienced being “reviled,” being verbally and angrily abused, and I have had 

negative things said about me for certain Biblical beliefs.  As a female pastor, there 

has been criticism from other females in and outside the church for not “toeing the 

line” with certain liberal beliefs.  As a traditional, even conservative pastor, there is 

criticism from those in and outside the church, too; parts of my Biblical faith have 

been called extreme in some circles. Certainly, these experiences didn’t initially 

make me want to rejoice and be glad.   I can’t imagine how I 

would feel if the “reviling” and “falsely uttered evil” had moved to true 

persecution.  It must be only prayers and the Spirit of God which sustains people in 

such circumstances, along with the promise of heaven, “what no eye has seen, nor 



ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who 

love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 

 Yet I should not diminish any of the ways Christian faith is opposed, seeing 

in it a way that persecution begins. There is no need 

for Christians to be obnoxious, self-righteous, or quick to anger, but there is a need 

for us to stand up for faith in the public square, winsomely, with love.  And when 

we are challenged, even at the risk of opposition, there is a need for us to answer. 

 

 

 


