
Bible Study?! 

 “Bible study?! Why would I go to a Bible study?” This is the 

reaction of some when the invitation to attend such a study is given. 

Those same persons go on to offer explanations of their reaction: “Why 

would I want to spend time studying the Bible?” “How do you study 

such a book?” “I don’t even think I believe what it says.” “Why would I 

want to spend time with others who know more about it than me, and/or 

are self-righteous about their knowledge and behavior?” 

 Rather than get into a debate about such matters, it might be 

helpful to offer one’s own positive experience of Bible study when 

inviting someone else.  One might share the value in being in a small 

group of persons who gather around God’s word to read it together.  

This is not “study” in the negative connotation of memorizing historical 

dates, for example.  It is “study” in gathering together to read the Bible 

to see what it meant to people of the time, find out what it has meant to 

persons over time, and wondering what it means to us today.   

 One might share that this kind of study can be found to be Biblical.  

Jesus gathered a small group of persons around him as he spoke the 

word and taught, and they interacted in questions and answers.  So, too, 

the first century church used this model.   

 One might share, too, that Bible study is important because, as 

Paul writes in 1 Timothy 3:16-17, “All scripture is inspired by God and 

is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, 

equipped for every good work.” The truth of these verses comes to life 

in the truth of people who study the Bible.  They are given knowledge 

and direction for their lives “outside” of Bible study. 

 One might even share that they have found the story of their life in 

the grand story of the Bible, and in its stories of particular people.  We 

have felt the guilt of Adam and Eve, the grace of forgiveness to the 

prodigal son, and more. 

 One can also share how, in a study, the Holy Spirit has moved to 

provide an “aha!” experience in which enlightenment and understanding 

take place. Such an experience is the gift of Bible study, and the gift of 

God. 


