
TEACHING 
GIFT
“For biblical teachers, their lives are to be their 
primary messages, and they speak with the 
authority of people who can live what they speak; 
these are the true rabbis.” - A. Hirsch


- Bring Wisdom and Understanding
- Develop Worldview formation and maintenance
- Cultivate a love of the scriptures
- Ensure Theological Discourse
- Develop Resources for Learning
- Integrate life and thinking
- Transmit ideas 
- Develop traditioning (practices that can be passed down from 

generations)
- Create a culture of learning 

- BIBLE TEXTS/STORIES
    - Jesus and the Parables- Jesus is the great storyteller
    - The power of teaching and bad ideas to destroy- James 3.1-5
    - The danger of ideas that aren’t lived out- Matthew 15.1-16
    - Study the word/understand it- 2 Timothy 2.15
    - Teach the truth in the flow of everyday life- Deut 6.6-9
    - Being shaped by the words of God- Ps 119.9-16 
    - Pass on the truths of God to others- 2 Tim 2.1-2
    - Word is a lamp and a light- Ps 119.105
    



- SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

    - Ideas come to life when they are put into practice. How are we 
putting into practice the truths that we are learning through 
APEST/RHYTHMS?

   - What are some things our community wants to better learn and 
understand about God and about the scriptures? Make a list and 
give the list to our coaches so we can develop some more 
materials for training/teaching based on the curiosity of the 
people in our MAGS.

   - What are some good books/teachings that need to be shared? 
   - How do we pass on truth to our children? What do you do as a 

family for learning/devotionals? How do you teach your kids 
the truth of the gospel?

   - What do you do for ongoing learning/understanding? Is there a 
devotional app you use? Do you do a bible reading plan? Do you 
use Mike’s daily devotional?

   - How do we create a culture of learning/curiosity? Why is a culture 
of learning a better environment for growth and understanding 
than a class? How do we help each other become independent 
learners who are growing and passing on truth to each other? 

   - What are some good blogs, video clips, etc that have been helpful 
on your learning journey?

   - Do you know why you believe in Jesus? Have you ever done a 
study in Apologetics to better understand your faith?

   - Do you talk about truth with your spouse? How do you create a 
culture of learning in your own home? Do you investigate the 
truths of God the same way you investigate how to build 
something on youtube or what your sickness might be on 
WEBMD? Take time to be curious together. (discuss what 
resources you are using to find answers- there are a 
bunch of bad ones out there too)

   - What are some questions you have about God? About the Holy 
Spirit? About the church? About Jesus?



    - Have you read and enjoyed different sections of scripture like 
Poetry, Prophesy, Songs, and Story? Would you be open to 
someone with a teaching gift leading some sharing around 
a particular style of text/teaching?

   - Do you understand the whole Bible as one big story that points to 
Jesus? Would understanding The Bible as one big story that 
points to Jesus be of interest to you?

   - Is there a topic/series that should be taught on at our gatherings or 
put together for use in our third spaces/huddles?

   - What are the struggles you are having? Is there a particular topic 
that needs to be studied and then presented? (For example, 
anxiety, anger, depression, lust, humility, parenting, 
communication, enemies, etc)

- DISCUSSION STARTERS
   - Why is learning by itself apart from a community that is looking to 

apply truth together incredibly dangerous? How could we easily 
become pharisees?

   - Why is learning divorced from action pride producing? How does 
seeking to apply the truths in Scripture keep us humble?

   - Why is it dangerous thinking that every environment in the church 
should be a teaching environment? Discuss the temptation to be 
one-dimensional neglecting evangelism, mission, action, and 
care for one another.

   - Why would it be better to create a culture and environment of 
learning than to just put together a class with information? 

   - The best way that I teach my kids is through conversations on the 
playground, on the porch, or at the dinner table. Most of Jesus’ 
teaching happened along the way, while he was walking or 
sitting at a table. How do we start to understand teaching as 
“along the way” and not just in a classroom environment. How 
do we better help people become storytellers that pass on the 
truths of God around a firepit/at the dinner table?



- DIRECTION FOR PRAYER
    - Pray for a curiosity in our people as we seek to understand the 

mysteries of God together
    - Pray for us as we develop traditions around understanding the 

truth of God together
   - Pray for our families as we seek to share the stories of God around 

the dinner table and in our bedtime stories. 
   - Pray for inspiration as we create a culture of learning to better 

share the stories of God around the fire pit or dinner table.
   - Pray for humility. Pray that we wouldn’t be puffed up by our 

learning. Pray that we would apply the truths that we are 
learning together. 

   - Pray that God would give us wisdom in making the complex 
knowable and simple. 

   - Pray that we would be careful to teach truth and not try to impress 
people with knowing something new that would wow them. 

   - Pray that the Holy Spirit would keep us away from false teaching 
and heresy and that we wouldn’t be led astray from the grace 
offered in Jesus. Pray specifically that we wouldn’t fall back 
into a do good works and impress God mentality. 

- TEACHING INSPIRATION
    - Allow those with a Teaching Gift to share their passion for the 

truth to be understood and for people to come to life with a new 
understanding of who God is and that their lives would be 
brought into alignment with the great Rabbi (teacher) Jesus. 

- PLAN A STEP OF ACTION TODAY!
- Sample Action Steps:
    - Create a Library- Put together a list of good books, blogs, articles, 

devotionals, reading plans, etc. to share with each other as you 
attempt to understand the mysteries of God in the Holy 
Scriptures together. 



    - Share Stories- Share the stories of God around a fire pit or around 
the dinner table with each other. Paint a picture and talk about 
the good samaritan, or the prodigal son, or the lost coin. Let the 
stories of God become movies that stick in our collective minds. 

    - Read through a book of the Bible- Read through a book of the 
Bible and come ready to discuss it next time you come back 
around to the teaching gift. Read one of Paul’s letters, one of the 
gospels, or a story from the Old Testament and come ready to 
discuss what you’ve read with the larger group. 

   - Read through a book together and discuss it- Choose a good book 
(Mike has a ton of them) and discuss a different chapter each 
time you get together to discuss the teaching gift.

   - Watch a video, or read some material together. Watch a video, or 
read some material together on Apologetics to get a better 
understanding of why you believe what you believe. Allow your 
beliefs about Jesus to be strengthened as you become more 
familiar with the facts and history of the Jesus story. 

   - Read from the Jesus Storybook Bible to the kids. Read from the 
Jesus Storybook Bible to the kids to get them involved in the 
conversation as you think on the story of Jesus together. (The 
content is really good for adults too and could spark some good 
conversation)

   - Create an informational Second Space for Seekers. If you have 
some friends that are curious about Jesus, create a second space 
where you can go through a resource like “the story of God” or 
reclaim with them and talk about the basics of your faith 
together. 

   - Take action. Was there a story that was shared, a chapter you read, 
or a video that you watched? What action should you take in 
light of what you just learned? 

   - Let your curiosities and struggles direct your learning- What are 
you struggling with? Are you struggling with pride? Do a study 
on pride. Are you struggling with anxiety? Do a study on 
anxiety. Are you struggling with doubt? Do a teaching through 



the story of Jesus and highlight guys like Thomas who also 
doubted. Are you struggling with communication? Do a study 
on communication together. The coaches can resource you where 
you need it! 

   


