
EVANGELIST 
GIFTING
“They have a special gift for bringing the world 
together…a handful of people with a truly 
extraordinary knack for making friends and 
acquaintances.”- Malcolm Gladwell 


- Communicate good news
- Great at throwing parties and bringing people together
-  Get a response from people 
-  Create an invitational culture (invitation to experiences)
- Sneeze the movement message (infectious sharing of the core 

message)
- Ensure cultural Relevance (what is good news for these people- 

know where to start)
- Develop sticky messaging (sticky messages that create enthusiasm)
- Social connectors
- Presents the value (marketing, sales, and promotion but for a pure 

cause)
- Values individual people. Every person is an object of God’s eternal 

compassion.
- External focus that creates catalytic witness 
- Recruiters to the cause 
- Positive/good news people 

- BIBLE TEXTS/STORIES:
    - Road to Emmaus- (Jesus and disciples) Jesus walks with people 

through life, eating meals together, discussing the meaning of 
scripture



    - Road to Damascus- (Paul encounters God on the road) A critical 
moment of persuasion and conviction to move people beyond 
their current place in the journey toward decision. 

    - Inviters- (come and see approach)- Andrew and the Woman at the 
well. (John 1.40-41; John 4)

    - Convincers- Apollos- shared the good news in convincing and 
even confrontational ways. (Acts 18.24-27)

    - Conversers- Dialogue is shaped by listening to other people and 
connecting their story with Gods story in the context of 
friendship. (Jesus in John 4- Samaritan woman)

    - Jesus reclining with sinners and prostitutes
    - Jesus calling us to invite the poor, crippled, lame and blind to 

the great feast
    

- SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

    - What is the good news we are inspired to share? Why is it 
important to have a great understanding of the good news?

    - Where are the people God is calling us to hang out with hanging 
out? How can we join them in what they are already doing as a 
way to be better friends to them?

    - What types of parties is God calling us to throw? What type of 
environments is God calling us to create? Who is God calling us 
to invite to the party? Where should we have the party? Who 
else should help us create the environment?

     - Who did Jesus invite to the party? Who are the poor, crippled, 
lame, blind, prostitutes, and sinners in our lives that Jesus wants 
us to share the table with? When and how will we do that? 

     - What is the good news about Jesus that people around me need to 
hear most? (for example some of your friends may need to hear 
that Jesus is a better LORD/Master than money or success in 
their career and that they should turn to Jesus for fulfillment not 



their job. Other friends may need to start by hearing good news 
that their sins and mistakes are forgiven by Jesus who took their 
sins on the cross. Others might struggle with feeling like they 
just keep screwing up and failing in life and need to understand 
that they don’t have to be perfect, Jesus was already perfect on 
their behalf. 

    - What types of opportunities do we have in this particular season? 
(For example the winter season provides opportunities like: 1. 
Christmas Parties 2. New Years Parties 3. Super Bowl Parties 4. 
Serving the homeless for Christmas alongside our friends 5. 
Joining some friends to go to a Christmas themed event (like 
Christmas Candylane or something) 6. Many people will 
actually attend church gatherings for Christmas Eve which could 
spark conversation. Just a few examples for one season.

     - What types of hobbies and activities do my friends/neighbors/
coworkers enjoy and how could I join them? Maybe I should join 
a bowling league, or go out for trivia night, or play golf, or bike.

    - How might God be calling me to take opportunities in the 
environments he already has me in to be good news? He might 
be calling you to invite your kids soccer team over for an end of 
the year party to celebrate and get to know some other families. 
This could be a bridge to new friendships in which God could 
work.

   - What environments are best to connect with the people God is 
calling you to? (For instance one of your friends might be likely 
to join you for a 5k to benefit leukemia, while another friend 
might be willing to join you to watch a band at a bar. If a friend 
has struggled with alcohol you may want to go for lunch instead 
of drinks for example)

   - What does the environment you are creating look like? What kind 
of food, music, drink, company, activities would be inviting, 
positive and fun for the people you are bringing together?



- DISCUSSION STARTERS:
    - The gospel is good news… share the good news with each other. 

Why does the good news oftentimes not sound like good 
news to people?

   - Good news people come in different flavors. Some are Investors 
who walk with people for a season, some are Inviters who like to 
tell people about an event or environment that might be 
intriguing to someone, some are convincers who like to persuade 
and proclaim truth to people, and some are conversers who like 
to listen to their friends and share truth in light of the 
conversation. Which approach to evangelism are you most 
comfortable with? Why are they each important?

   - Discuss how our story connects with God’s larger story (creation/
fall/redemption/restoration) and help your community 
understand how to tell their story in light of God’s story.

   - Discuss the importance of not pushing your faith on your friends 
as a sales pitch but seeing your friends as people who are on a 
journey in whom the Holy Spirit is already working in.

   - Discuss the importance of not hiding your faith. Do you hide your 
hope from other people? Do you shy away from sharing your 
opinions that are shaped by your faith because you want people 
to like you? How is God calling you to be more REAL and 
Authentic as you hang out with your friends? How does God 
want to free you to be more confident in the hope you have? 
How does having the approval of Jesus free you to be confident 
about your beliefs even if people cut you out of their lives?

    -Non-believers need the gospel, but Christians also need to hear the 
gospel. Talk about how Jesus has called us to disciple everyone 
toward Jesus (believers and non-believers) and how Jesus has 
called us to share the gospel often with believers and non-
believers. 

    - If Jesus threw a party for your NEIGHBORS what do you think it 
would look like? If Jesus threw a party for your FRIENDS what 



do you think it would look like? Who would Jesus invite that 
you don’t invite? What would he do that you don’t do? Describe 
the food, hospitality, conversations, and fun that would be had if 
Jesus threw your party and then dream about throwing parties 
like Jesus. 

    - If Jesus had your job and lived in your house, where would he go, 
who would he invite over, and how would his day look? Dream 
a little. Is it possible that you are overlooking people that if Jesus 
was in your shoes he wouldn’t? Who are the people you pass by 
every day that God is calling you to invite into relationships

    - Sometimes the easiest way to be on mission isn’t thinking about 
who we are going to go to, but rather who is trying to be our 
friends. Are their people in your life who don’t know Jesus who 
want to hang out with you that you just haven’t had time for? 
Are there people you are overlooking that would like to be your 
friend? Would Jesus be friends with that person?

     - Likely there are persons of peace. A person of peace is someone 
who wants to hang out with you and is a relational bridge to a 
whole bunch of other people. Who is open to you, but is also a 
bridge to a whole bunch of other people? What person is paving 
the way for you getting to know others, make a difference in a 
workplace or neighborhood, or get to know the other parents in 
the school district? How might you connect more with people 
of peace?

- DIRECTION FOR PRAYER:
    - Pray together by name for some of your friends who have not yet 

found freedom in the gospel. 
   - Thank God for a specific aspect of the gospel you are thankful for 

(that Jesus is Lord instead of you, or that your sins are forgiven, 
or that your future is redeemed, etc)

   - Ask God for awareness of the opportunities that God is opening up 
for you to be good news and share good news with your friends.



    - Ask God to open your eyes to the people who may be seeking 
relationship with you that you are overlooking.

    - Thank God that transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit and 
it is not your job to be persuasive. Thank God that he works 
through our imperfect explanations of the good news. 

    - Ask God to open up your eyes to the person of peace in your 
neighborhood or workplace.

    - Pray for the next first space gathering you have planned or for 
God to inspire your mind with direction for a future first space 
environment he might be inspiring you to create

    - Jesus is the perfect you in your place. Take time to thank Jesus for 
picking up the tab for a specific area of weakness or brokenness 
in your journey from the past week. Take communion together 
to celebrate that Jesus rocks when we suck!

    - Ask the Spirit to direct you toward individual people. Someone 
you may pass every day, someone at work, an old high school 
friend, a barista at your coffeeshop. God may want to direct you 
to be good news and reach out to someone that you might not 
have in mind. 

- EVANGELISTIC INSPIRATION:
    - Allow those with an Evangelistic Gifting to share why they are so 

passionate about the good news, urgent in sharing the good 
news, and motivated to see people find freedom in who 
Jesus is and what he has already done.

- PLAN A STEP OF ACTION TODAY!
- Sample Action Steps:
    - Plan a Party. What night of the week are you going to party? Who 

are you inviting to the party? Who will host the Party? Who is 
bringing food? Will their be wine or beer? If so, do you need to 
be sensitive to people with alcohol addiction?

    - Join a party. Is there an event that you should join your friends in? 
Is there someone who has invited you over that you keep 



declining? Maybe you should join a karaoke night, or go see a 
band with some friends, or join some people that are playing 
golf, or biking, or taking walks together. 

    - Pick up a hobby. Start or join a book study, Ride a bike, play 
kickball, go running, go golfing, go to trivia nights, hang with 
some guys to watch football every week over some wings, set up 
playdates with your kids, go to the gym with some friends, go 
fishing with a few buddies, watch a TV show WITH some 
friends or neighbors who like to watch the same show. 

   - Talk together (as a third space) about what the good news is. 
Share your own weakness and how Jesus picks up the tab for 
your own weaknesses. Discuss the freedom and family that is 
available because of Jesus. 

   - Set up lunch, or coffee, or a beer, or smoothie with a person of 
peace. If someone has been open to relationship with you and 
just has all kinds of connections with other people at work or in 
the neighborhood get to know them. Ask them how they can 
help you be good news to others. Share your motivation for 
genuinely caring about people. 

   - Discuss what good news would look like for your friends? Do 
they need freedom from idols? (things they are seeking to find 
purpose in apart from God) Do your friends need to be freed 
from guilt and shame over the past? Do your friends need to 
hear about hope in this broken world? Do your friends need to 
understand that Jesus will make them happy, not their careers? 
etc… Talk about how Jesus and the gospel are good news in light 
of where your friends, neighbors, family, coworkers are at. 

   - Be FESTIVE. Think seasonally. What does the season call for and 
how can you redeem it? Have some friends over for 
Thanksgiving dinner and take time to share what you are 
thankful for. Have some friends over for St Paddys day and 
share St Patrick’s story and read one of his prayers over a pint of 
Guinness. Invite some people over for the Super Bowl and hang 
into the evening. Have some friends over for a Christmas ugly 



sweater party and take a few moments to break and read the 
Christmas story over some egg nog. You get the idea! Think 
about what the season is and how you can make the most of it! 

   - MIX YOUR FRIEND CIRCLES. Think about some of your friends 
you enjoy being with who don’t know Jesus and plan events or 
experiences where you can naturally introduce them to some of 
your friends who do share your faith journey. Let your friends 
who don’t know Jesus start to bond and connect with your 
friends who do know and love Jesus. 

    - Don’t be ashamed of the gospel and how it shapes your views on 
life, forgiveness, sacrifice, purpose and freedom. Be honest with 
yourself, do you hide your passions, opinions, and beliefs 
because you want to fit in with your friends? How is God calling 
you to be more authentic with your friends who don’t know 
Jesus and share your Jesus shaped opinions in light of the topics 
at hand. 


