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explain the reasoning behind 
this change. 

The Reasoning Behind the 
Change 

The leadership recognizes 
that we need to allocate our 
limited ministry resources in 
the most efficient means pos-
sible to support our vision for 
growth here at RCRC.  Part 
of our vision for growth in-
cludes a vibrant Sunday 
school program for people of 
all ages.  Thankfully, we 
have always had a great Sun-
day school program, but we 
think it can become even 
better.  By investing pastoral 
resources in the Sunday 
school program the leader-
ship is making a bold state-
ment of the priority of this 
program to our church’s life 
and well being.  A vibrant 
Sunday school program is 
crucial to attracting families 
with young children.  It is our 
hope that by investing my 
time in this program we will 
be a more attractive church to 
those visiting us and also 

After months of deliberation, 
the leadership of the church 
has endorsed undertaking an 
experiment regarding how 
we minister to people at 
RCRC on the Lord’s Day.  
Starting in September 2018, 
we will no longer have a 
regularly scheduled evening 
service at the church.  In-
stead, I will teach a combined 
adult Sunday school class.  
Essentially, we are taking 
what I was doing on Sunday 
evenings and plugging it into 
Sunday mornings.  Let me 

may be able to draw in seg-
ments of our current church 
community which have not 
yet established a routine of 
Sunday school attendance.  
We are doing this because 
we believe it will help our 
church grow numerically and 
spiritually.  We are doing it 
because it is part of our vi-
sion for the future. 

FAQs  

Now, let me try to anticipate 
and answer a few questions 
you may have regarding this 
change: 

1.  Are all evening ser-
vices cancelled forev-
er?  No.  We do intend to 
hold evening services in De-
cember to celebrate the ad-
vent season.  We will also 
assess the success of this 
experiment in January 2019.  
It is possible that we could 
reinstate evening services at 
that point.  It is possible that 
we may participate in a joint 
evening Reformation Day 

(cont’d on pg. 2) 

   Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 2018 

July 30-Aug 3 Summer’s 
Best Two Weeks 

2 7:00pm—Executive  Cmte 
Mtg 

3  3:00pm SBTW Awards 

5 10:00am—Worship Service 

6 9:00pm—Men’s Softball 
Game 

7 7:00pm—Deacon Mtg. 
12 10:00am—Worship 
13-17 Kid’s  Camp 
 Pastor Study Week 
16 7:00pm—Council Mtg. 

19 10:00am—Worship Service 

26 10:00am—Worship Service 

30 7:00pm—Elder Mtg 
 
Please go to the RCRC website 

for up-to-date  calendar 
items 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/


Page 2  

“I hope that you will 
consider attending adult 
Sunday school this fall!  
I promise to give you the 

same substantive 
teaching you received on 
Sunday nights and you 
may even be able to get 

some coffee!” 
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(CONT’D FROM COVER) 

me lead a targeted connec-
tion group or become more 
involved with our youth min-
istry.  Whatever we decide, 
we want it to be focused on 
our vision for growth and 
ministry.   

4. I really loved the 
evening services and 
enjoyed the teaching. 
What should I do 
now?  Well, I hope that you 
will consider attending adult 
Sunday school this fall!  I 
promise to give you the same 
substantive teaching you 
received on Sunday nights 
and you may even be able to 
get some coffee! 

5.  I am concerned that 
this might be too much 
Pastor Anthony on 
Sunday mornings.  We 
will listen to his mono-
logue in Sunday school 
and then hear him give 
another monologue in 
the sermon.  Isn’t this 
too much?  Although I 
cannot fathom the logic of 
this question, let me assure 
you, you won’t hear two 
monologues.  I intend to 
teach the Sunday school class 
in an interactive and dynamic 
manner.  It will be a dialogue 
and not a monologue.   

We Need Your Support 

I realize that this is a major 
change in the life of our 
church and that not all of you 
will welcome this change.  

service.  We do not plan, 
however, to have any other 
evening services between 
September 2018 and Decem-
ber 2018. 

2. Will others (aside 
from Anthony) get to 
teach adult Sunday 
school in the future?  
Yes, in 2019.  Regardless of 
the success of this experi-
ment, we are currently plan-
ning that the Spring semester 
of Sunday school will feature 
at least two different adult 
classes taught by other peo-
ple in the church.  We want 
to continue to encourage 
others to engage in the teach-
ing ministry of our church.  
We have many gifted people 
and we want to benefit from 
their gifts 

3.  If Pastor Anthony is 
not teaching Sunday 
school in the Spring 
and there continues to 
be no evening service, 
will Pastor Anthony be 
adding a new initiative 
to his ministry?  Yes.  
We are contemplating a vari-
ety of options.  One possibil-
ity being considered is for me 
to offer a Wednesday night 
Bible study and prayer meet-
ing.  This would be held after 
Koinonia night dinner.  The 
hope is that this might attract 
people to Koinonia night 
who do not normally attend.  
Other options include having 

The leadership was very sen-
sitive to concerns and needs 
of those who enjoy the Sun-
day evening service.  We 
truly wrestled with what is 
lost in this change.  However, 
when we weighed and 
prayed about all the factors, 
we came to a conviction that 
we should try this new plan.  
If you were a regular at-
tendee of the evening ser-
vices, please consider attend-
ing the morning Sunday 
school class.  We need your 
support.  If you attended Sun-
day school in the past, but got 
out of the habit, please con-
sider coming back and giving 
it another try.  We need your 
support.  If you have never 
attended our Sunday school 
program, there will be no 
better time to give this a try 
than this September.  We 
need your support.   

 We do want and 
need your support in making 
this change, but I truly be-
lieve that if you invest in 
Sunday school you will be 
supported by it as well.  I 
think that all the adults com-
ing together on a Sunday 
morning before church to 
interact with God’s Word, 
their Pastor, and one another 
can foster deeper bonds with 
the Lord and strengthen our 
community.  I hope you will 
be there!  

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

A U G U S T  W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E  
8/5  Living Biblically Series: 
  Exodus 20:1-2, 14;   Matthew 5:27-28 
  Sex: Need I Say More? 
 
8/12  Living Biblically Series:  
  Exodus 20:1-2, 15;   Matthew 6:21  
  Money, It’s a Hit 

8/19  Living Biblically Series:  
  Exodus 20:1-2, 16;   Matthew 5:37  
  #Fake News 

 
8/26 Living Biblically Series:  
  Exodus 20:1-2, 17;   Mark 7:21-22  
  Keep Your Eyes on Your  
  Own Donkey 
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“The various youth 
education programs are 
healthy, thanks to the 

care and devotion of  our 
Sunday school teachers, 

and GEMS and 
Cadets leaders.” 

 

COUNCIL NOTES: JUNE 2018 

At our June meeting 
Council's primary minis-
try focus was on the edu-
cation program, which is 
chaired by Juli Elliot and 
includes GEMS, Cadets, 
Vacation Bible School 
(also known as "Kids' 
Camp"), the library, 
Youth Sunday school and 
Sunday School for 
Adults. Plans for Adult 
Sunday School is the dis-
cussion of a separate arti-
cle by Pastor Anthony. 
(see cover story) The var-
ious youth education pro-

policy intended to protect 
youth (including but not 
limited to background 
checks on all those who 
work with the youth), we 
are broadening this scope 
to think proactively about 
other threats which, 
though still very rare, 
find their way into the 
news from time to time. 

If you have needs, spir-
itual or otherwise, or 
simply want to talk, 
please feel free to contact 
your district elder or dea-
con, or anyone on Coun-
cil. 

~Tim    Collins, Council 
President 

grams are healthy, thanks 
to the care and devotion 
of our Sunday school 
teachers, and GEMS and 
Cadets leaders. 

We also discussed the 
nomination of new elders 
and deacons for the term 
beginning in 2019. Please 
pray for this process and 
ask whether God might 
be calling you to leader-
ship. "Whoever aspires to 
be an overseer desires a 
noble task" (1 Tim 3:1). 
If you would like to sug-
gest someone for Coun-
cil, feel free to talk to 
anyone on Council. 

Aside from some other 
practical matters, we dis-
cussed a report from the 
ad hoc Church Security 
committee, which con-
sists of Mary Ann LaPol-
la, Kelly Hooge, Scott 
DeLallo, Michelle Sel-
vaggio, and Christine 
Ferraraccio.  

While we already have a 

Tim Collins, Council President 

Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every 
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

8/19 International Missions  

8/26 Compass Care 

8/5 Christian Education Society  

8/12 Deacons Fund  

A U G U S T  O F F E R I N G S  
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“As a resident, I'm 

technically a student.  I 

attend classes, called 

didactics, a couple 

mornings a week and I 

take my turn presenting 

papers for my fellow 

residents.”  

Volume 38,  Issue 7  

 

tinue helping neighboring 
classes when called.  As 
deputies, many of our 
decisions are made by 
email but I occasionally 
attend a meeting in per-
son.  Last fall, I got to 
stay the night with my 
best friend from high 
school after attending a 
meeting for his classis in 
Canada.   

That about sums up my 
professional responsibili-
ties.  Ana and the girls are 
doing well at their respective 
schools.  I'm looking for-
ward to another softball 
season.  And I'm always 
happy to chat in person if 
we cross paths at the li-
brary or the YMCA. 

On June 27, Chris re-
ceived word that he has 
been provisionally en-
dorsed for ministry as a 
chaplain, by the CRC 
office of Chaplaincy and 
Care Ministry. Chris is 
currently looking for a 
position locally. Once he 
has secured a position, he 
will seek a call from one of 
the other local CRC church-
es, most likely either Webster 
CRC or East Palmyra CRC, 
where he serves as classi-
cal adviser. 

I hope you will join me in 
praying for God to lead 
Chris through this time of 
transition, and will reach 
out to him and his family 
as well. ~Tim Collins  

Ed. Note: 

Chris recently shared this 
on Facebook, “It’s offi-
cial. I’ll be working part-
time at Highland Hospital 
this September after my 
residency at Strong comes 
to an end in August.” 

Recently Neil and I met 
with Chris Fluit to catch 
up and discuss his plans. 
I am pleased to share the 
following message from 
Chris: 

I am currently working 
full-time as a Chaplain 
Resident at Strong Me-
morial Hospital.  I'm as-
signed to the Solid Organ 
Transplant Unit (kidney, 
liver and pancreas), two 
of the ICUs and one of 
the General Adult Psy-
chology units.  I work a 
full schedule Monday 
through Friday with occa-
sional overnight or week-
end shifts (which means I 
sometimes have a day off 
in the middle of the week 
because I worked the 
night before).  As a resi-
dent, I'm technically a 
student.  I attend classes, 
called didactics, a couple 
mornings a week and I 
take my turn presenting 
papers for my fellow resi-
dents.  For this unit, I'm 
working on a major pro-
ject concerning the im-
pact of religion upon sui-
cidal ideation and at-
tempted suicide.  

I’m halfway through the 
Residency which ends in 
August.  And, no, I don't 
know what I'm doing af-
ter that.  I'd love to con-
tinue working as a chap-

NEWS FROM PASTOR CHRIS FLUIT 

lain, whether that's part-
time or full-time.  Right 
now, I'm enjoying what 
I'm doing and trusting the 
future to the Lord.   

I also continue to preach 
on a regular basis.  Dur-
ing my first year as a 
chaplain, I was working 
part-time so I tried to 
preach twice a 
month.  Now that I'm full
-time at the hospital, I try 
to average once a month 
in the pulpit (3 times in 
January, none in Febru-
ary, 1 in March).  I 
preach in CRC, RCA and 
PCUSA congregations.  I 
preach in RCA churches 
the most often, which is 
partly a product of having 
more contacts in the RCA 
than the PCUSA.  I tend 
to preach on the outskirts 
of Rochester.  This win-
ter, I've had return en-
gagements to Lakeview 
RCA in Greece and First 
RCA in Sodus.  I've also 
preached in Dansville, East 
Palmyra, Webster and for a 
second congregation in 
Greece.  When I'm not 
preaching, Ana and I at-
tend Asbury United 
Methodist church togeth-
er.  I even taught a class 
on the Reformation last 
fall at the request of their 
pastor of discipleship. 

I'm still involved a little 
bit on the classical and 
denominational level.  My 
term as clerk of classis 
ended last summer.  After 
seven years, I was happy 
to pass that baton on to 
someone else.  My term 
as synodical deputy ex-
pires this coming sum-
mer.  However, I've been 
approved as the new al-
ternate deputy so I'll con-
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At the closing of the Syn-
od a pastor took the mi-
crophone and said: “This 
was the most pastoral 
Synod I have been to in 
my life.”  This summary 
very accurately captures 
the mood of the Synod .  

The first days of the Syn-
od we spent in advisory 
committee; I was in an 
advisory committee that 
addressed Overtures 2 
(about sexual abuse) and 
12, 13, and 14 (about po-
litical speaking of the 
church and by church 
ministries such as the 
Office of Social Justice). 
We spent a long time 
working on the advice of 
both issues because we 
needed to do it right; we 
needed many lunch meet-
ings and late meetings to 
rephrase and rework 
things, and finally we all 
knew that we had it right.  

Sexual abuse is an emo-
tion laden topic, and we 
needed to bring out an 
advice with teeth. The 
advice was presented in a 
number of shifts as there 
were many recommenda-
tions in it, and the floor 
of the Synod was very 
supportive, and after the 
presenting the first rec-
ommendations passed the 
comments that we got 
from the floor and in pri-
vate is that we had to do 
more to stop sexual 
abuse; as one delegate 
later said in the pub it 
was as if the brakes came 
off and the committee 
went back to work again 
to strengthen and add 
more recommendations. 
As each classis and each 
church is expected to 

REPORT FROM SYNOD—2018 

have a safe church team 
in place we will see this 
topic on a next council 
agenda. 

We went into committee 
with some trepidation on 
how to deal with Over-
tures 12, 13, and 14 as 
these are related to politi-
cal divisions in our 
church, and we expected 
a lot of heat at the floor.  
In the end all the recom-
mendations on these three 
overtures passed unani-
mously.  

There were a number of 
church order related is-
sues that are of interest to 
Rochester CRC related to 
commissioned pastors. 
My hope was to ratify 
Article 23-f which was 
proposed at a previous 
Synod, and which was 
used to justify the path 
chosen for Rev. Anthony 
Selvaggio to become our 
pastor. This did not occur 
pending a reformatting 
and updating sections of 
the Church Order pro-
posed by the Candidacy 
Committee, which will 
need to be handled by the 
Synod of 2019. A motion 
by Rev. Nick Monsma to 
ratify article 23-f for 
2018 failed. As we have 
precedent of the Church 
Order following church 
practice this has no con-
sequence for our church. 

Up till Monday we wor-
shipped together with the 
RCA, and had various 
workshops together. Del-
egates of the RCA told 
me that the mood of the 
Synod was tense, as they 
dealt with the topic of 
homosexuality. There 
were concerns about the 

future of the denomina-
tion. 

The Synod was saturated 
in worship; I am glad that 
I went to this Synod as a 
first time delegate. 

  

~Submitted by RCRC 
Clerk of Council, Elder 
Neil van Barneveldt 
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“The Lord stood by me 
and gave me strength 

and courage, and I now 
see my life as a miracle.” 
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Ed. Note: 
In 2001, Priscilla Astifan 
wrote an article for 
Church Life about 
Hermien Bouwmeester. 
In honor of Hermien’s 
decades of membership at 
RCRC and the life she 
lived, we thought we 
should share parts of that 
article again: 

 
Longtime RCRC member, 
Hermien Bouwmeester, is 
a little bit like the 
legendary Santa Claus. 
All year her busy knitting 
needles turn donated yarn 
into hats, mittens, and 
baby booties - about 500, 
usually. Each year on the 
first Sunday of 
December, the finished 
items are counted by 
daughter-in-law, Ann 
Michele. Then they are 
taken to charities like the 
Open Door Mission, the 
American Red Cross, the 
Rochester Family 
Mission, Faith Haven, or 
Corpus Christi to warm 
cold heads, hands, and 
tiny feet. They have also 
been sent to Kosovo and 
Russia. 
Hermien’s loving 
generosity springs from a 
very difficult life and 
much faith in the Lord. In 

the Netherlands where 
she was born and  raised, 
she experienced the 
horrors of enemy 
bombing raids during 
World War IL She was 
married when the war 
ended in 1945. Ten years 
later, on April 14, 1955, 
she and her husband, Ed, 
arrived in America with 
seven year old Jane, six 
year old Hermien, two 
and a half year old Ed, 
and Annette, who would 
be born here in 
September. She recalls 
the hardships of living 
with relatives and then a 
terribly lonely year after 
they bought their first 
home on Long Island. In 
1957, a year after they 
moved to Rochester and 
bought a home here, 
Hermien’s husband be- 
came critically ill with a 
kidney disorder caused 
by mistreatment as a 
former German prisoner 
of war. Two and a half 
years and seven hospital 
stays later, he passed 
away on November 22, 
1960. 
Along with a very small 
amount of Social Security 
and much emotional 
support from the church, 
Hermien managed to 
raise her four children 
while holding two or 
three jobs that included  a  
variety of tasks. She did 
any work she could get, 
she explains, and did lots 
of economizing. “We had 
peanut butter or, not and 
jelly,” she recalls. In 
1966, after single parents 
were finally accepted in 
the Foster Parents' 
program, she supported  
her family and “helped 

REMEMBERING HERMIEN 

others” by caring for as 
many as four children at a 
time.  “They all had 
special needs, including 
cerebral palsy and 
autism,” she explains. 
One five-year-old boy 
had been rejected by 14 
homes before coming to 
hers. He remained a 
difficult challenge, but 
she cared for him for 
nearly six years until he 
was placed in a group 
home. Hermien was a 
foster mom for nearly 16 
years. 

“I wasn’t naturally a 
strong person and what I 
did now seems 
impossible,” she says. 
“The Lord stood by me 
and gave me strength and 
courage, and I now see 
my life as a miracle.” 

Mrs. Bouwmeester, who 
can also knit sweaters, 
learned her craft in the 
second grade at her 
school in Holland.  When 
she first knitted for 
charity 12 years ago, she 
bought her own yarn. But 
as the project grew so 
big, she was happy to 
accept donations.  

~Priscilla Astifan 

 

Hermien’s work and 
legacy continue through 
the Mitten Ministry at 
RCRC.  
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Haitians?), and the curric-
ulum. He patiently sent 
documents and tried to 
answer my questions.  

Meanwhile, I talked with 
Andy Elliot and several 
other people who had 
some experience with 
Haiti or with educating 
children in schools like 
this one, which added to 
the questions I was ask-
ing. Finally, my contact 
suggested I simply come 
along on his next trip to 
Haiti, to spend a week at 
the school and learn more 
about its operation and 
the people involved. I 
agreed, realizing this was 
the only way I could 
make this decision. 

God willing, I will meet 
up with this board mem-
ber in Atlanta on Septem-
ber 13 and fly on to Haiti 
for a fact-finding week at 
the Haiti Deaf Academy, 
located at 6 Rue des Reli-
gieux Centre-Ville Caba-
ret, Ouest, Haiti. 

I covet your prayers. 
Most recently, all travel 
to Haiti has been sus-

pended be-
cause of ri-
ots. If, God 
willing, we 
are able to 
travel, I will 
need your 
prayers for 
wisdom as I 
visit the 
school, talk 
to board 
members, 
and work 
with the chil-
dren. I want 
to make a decision that is 
right for me, my family, 
our finances, and the 
school. This is a difficult 
decision for me, so I also 
ask for discernment and 
ears to hear God's will. 

I have not, and think will 
not, ask for any financial 
support from the church. 
As a church, we already 
support ministry in Haiti, 
and I have no desire to 
detract from that in any 
way. I ask only for your 
support in prayer. 

~Mary Steensma 

HAPPY RETIREMENT!   

Visions of lovely sunny 
days danced in my head. 
Trips not dictated by the 
school calendar, morn-
ings when I didn't need 
to be dressed by 6 a.m., 
and not having to go out 
in snowstorms were all 
in my future. 

Then the emails started 
coming in: "Now that 
you're retired, do you 
think you'd be willing 
to ...". The most unusual 
one came from a woman 
I had gone to school 
with as a child in South 
Korea. Her message 
asked if she could give 
my name to the Haiti 
Deaf Academy as a rec-
ommendation for its 
board of directors. I 
agreed but said I had a 
lot of questions and was 
making no promises. 

Over the next three 
months I exchanged 
emails with a board 
member who lives in 
Iowa. I asked questions 
about the board respon-
sibilities (I don't do 
fundraising), the compo-
sition of the board (any 

“I want to make a de-

cision that is right for 

me, my family, our fi-

nances, and the school. 

This is a difficult deci-

sion for me, so I also 

ask for discernment 

and ears to hear God's 

will.”  

Zuiderveens in Haiti 
with Resonate Minis-
tries 

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/ 

Bethany Cok working with 
Sonido del Movimiento 

 

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento 

Doug & Priscilla 
Higby with Wycliff 
Bible Translations 

 

higby.family/newsletter 

WHAT’S NEW WITH 
OUR MISSIONARIES? 

https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento
http://higby.family/newsletter
http://higby.family/newsletter


This summer, June 23 
until June 30, a team 
from our church (3 adults 
and 13 Sr. High youth) 
had the opportunity to 
participate in SERVE in 
Holland, MI. I'd like to 
give special thanks to 
Danny and Reba Veenje 
and Tina Davis for help-
ing to transport all the 
youth to Park Christian 
Reformed Church (our 
host church) in Holland, 
MI. The SERVE theme 
for this year was "Love 
God, Love the World." 

During SERVE we met 
many people committed 
to the gospel and showing 
God's love through acts 
of service at different 
worksites. Our host team 
coordinators really had a 
passion for teenagers. I 
remember one of our 
worship services in par-
ticular in which the 
speaker, Bryant Russ, 
said: "God put on flesh 
and joined us in our exile. 
He became our sin. God 
chose us, loved us, called 
us and equipped us." Bry-
ant is a high school Bible 
teacher and he spoke with 
passion and connected 
well to all the youth. I felt 
I grew in faith during that 
week, and I also saw 
many teenagers respond-
ing to the challenging 

truth of the gospel. 

The small group I led had 
two our Sr. High boys 
(Coby Veenje and Mat-
thew Sullivan) as well as 
three young people from 
Corsica, South Dakota 
and one from Ann Arbor, 
MI. We tried to have in-
teraction with those we 
were serving, and it was 
wonderful to see the visi-
ble impact when we fin-
ished our work each day. 
We did a good variety of 
work throughout the 
week. On the first day our 
small group promoted the 
Community Picnic that 
would take place that 
Thursday on the farm 
adjacent to the church. 
We went door to door 
and to local parks to in-
vite people to the picnic 
and also to attend a 
SERVE worship service 
at Park CRC. Since this is 
an annual event, many 
people responded posi-
tively and some were 
even waiting for their 
invitation. We spoke with 
lonely widows, prayed 
with those who seemed to 
want prayer, and founds 
lots of eager children who 
were attending a camp at 
a playground. We gave 
fliers about the picnic to 
their leaders and the kids 
took the invitations home 
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Y O U T H  N E W S—SERVE 2018 
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plants and put up a new 
fence in the backyard. On 
Friday (a record hot day!) 
we spent most of the time 
painting two outside 
decks. By this point in the 
week eveyone was ex-
hausted but I was proud 
of my small group for 
persevering in the hot sun 
and really wanting to fin-
ish the task we began. 
Our lives were enriched 
by the people we met. We 
had ice cream when we 
got back to the church 
and began to prepare for 
our trip home! These are 
the memories that stand 
our in my mind about 
SERVE 2018, but ask the 
others for their stories 
when you see them at 
church. Our team this 

year was:   Julie Vande 
Brake, Danny Veenje, 
Tina Davis, Anna Davis, 

Elizabeth Kuryla, Hannah 
Carney, Emma and Timo-
thy Vande Brake, Mat-
thew Sullivan, Coby and 
Nathaniel Veenje, Owen 
Verbree, Trevor Smith, 
Ben Spoelhof, Timothy 
Dudinski and Mae Fre-
lier. I'm sure they would 
love to share their stories 
as well! 

~Julie Vande Brake, 
Directory of Youth  
Ministries 

to their families and some 
showed up for the picnic! 

On Tuesday our small 
group helped a church 
which serves a very poor 
community in a rural area 
about 30 minutes from 
Holland, MI. We stained 
a wheelchair ramp, paint-
ed some rooms in the par-
sonage, painted the eaves 
of the church and prepped 
a shed to be painted the 
following day. 

Wednesday was our "day 
away" and we had a lot of 
fun on Lake Michigan. 

We climbed some dunes, 
went on some fun boat 
rides and I even went tub-
ing with Hannah Carney 
(she stayed on the tube a 
lot longer than I did!). 

On Thursday and Friday 
our group served at vari-
ous homes for adults with 
special needs. These 
homes were called "My 
Brother's House" and 
"My Sister's House." Our 
goal was to partner with 
the Holland Deacon's 
Conference in their work 
to create a Christ-
centered living environ-
ment and work alongside 
this wonderful ministry. 
On Thursday we mostly 
did landscaping at "My 
Sister's House." We 
weeded, planted new 
grass, transplanted many 
shrubs and flowering 
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C H E C K I N G  I N  W I T H  O U R  Y O U N G  A D U LT S  

 Emma (christened Emelia) Spoelhof has had a variety of experiences since gradu-
ating from Charles Finney High School in 2016. She’s living in Rochester right now and 
has been attending Monroe Community College, working toward an associate’s degree in 
Fine Arts. Emma is a visual artist who specializes in drawing and painting.  

 Before enrolling at MCC, Emma attended Bible school in Schladming, Austria, at 
a school and conference center run by Torchbearers International. This organization was 
founded in 1947 in northern England and is an interdenominational ministry operating 
training and education centers in 25 different locations around the world. For Emma the 
highlight of her time at Bible school was meeting and becoming friends with some won-
derful young people with whom she continues to enjoy a strong bond. After the session 
was finished she traveled through Austria, Italy, and France with a group of eight friends 
she met at Bible school.  

 Emma loves listening to music, especially classical music, quiet Indie-style mu-
sic, and “old country music” (which Emma says includes John Denver and Johnny Cash). She’s a fan of Chinese 
food, and enjoys occasionally treating herself to ice cream at Bruster’s, where she works part-time scooping ice 
cream. A favorite free time activity is reading on the shores of Lake Ontario with her dog along for company. A cou-
ple of books she really likes are Where Things Come Back, by John Corey Whaley, and The Catcher in the Rye, by 
J.D. Salinger. Her favorite movie is Spirited Away, an animated fantasy film by the noted Japanese director Hayao 
Miyazaki. Emma describes the artwork in this film as “mild-blowing.” 

 Emma hasn’t settled on her plans for what will come next. She’d love to go back and see more of Europe, 
though. Her birthday is July 24, so please wish her a belated happy birthday, and pray that she will flourish as a fol-
lower of Jesus! 

 

 Audrey Frelier is living and working in Grand Rapids, Michigan. She graduated 
from Penfield High School and has attended both Calvin College and Monroe Community 
College, earning her associate’s degree in Science and Health Studies from MCC in De-
cember 2017.  

 While she was living in Rochester, Audrey worked for two and a half years at the 
Heritage Christian Services group home located on High Street in Fairport. What she found 
most rewarding in her position there was watching the residents of the home learn and 
grow toward meeting their personal goals.  

 Since moving back to Grand Rapids, Audrey has been living with a couple of 
friends she made during her time studying at Calvin. They live quite close to downtown 
Grand Rapids, and Audrey enjoys going downtown and finding interesting things to do 
there. She and her friends also enjoy watching movies in their free time, with her favorite 
kind of movie being comedies. She also likes to shop, and attends the occasional baseball 

game played by Grand Rapids’ minor league team, the West Michigan Whitecaps. She has recently been attending 
church at La Grave Ave. CRC. Audrey is not a great fan of cooking, but does enjoy eating her favorite meal, lasagna 
with chocolate pie for dessert. She says she likes having other people cook for her – don’t we all! 

 Audrey is currently working two part time jobs, the first as a home health aide and the second assisting kids 
with autism. Looking long term, she thinks she’ll probably continue to work in a health-related field. She is also con-
sidering further education as she works out her plans for the future.  

 In early August Audrey will head back to Rochester to pick up her sister Mae, and the two of them will be tak-
ing a trip to Toronto together for a Taylor Swift concert. Audrey’s birthday is July 30. For those who would like to 
send a birthday card, Audrey’s mailing address is 540 Graceland St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505. Please pray that 
Audrey will grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Note: We’ve been presenting a series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through about age 25). In this summer issue we 

catch up with those who have birthdays in July or August — Emma Spoelhof, Audrey Frelier, Kevin Smith, and Sara Dill. (Note: Michael 

Coughlin also has a July birthday, but he will be included in a future issue.) 
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Kevin Smith just completed his freshman year at Nazareth College in the music education 
program. He’s a graduate of Rochester Christian School and Penfield High School. This 
past year Kevin kept very busy with a heavy course load as well as playing trumpet in 
Naz’s Wind Symphony, Symphony Orchestra, and Chamber Brass group. One highlight of 
his year was a college-sponsored “alternative spring break” week in El Paso, Texas, where 
the group learned about U.S . immigration policy, practice, and challenges. A second high-
light of the year was traveling with the Wind Symphony to a prestigious conference and 
competition held at Yale University. One of Kevin’s hobbies is listening to big band jazz, 
and this coming year he plans to play in jazz band at school as well. His career goal at this 
point is to eventually get a job as a school music conductor and teacher.  

 Kevin has enjoyed some of the benefits of living at home while attending Naza-
reth: good cooking, opportunities to regularly get away from the stresses of campus, and 
time to hang out with his brother, Trevor. Kevin’s full-time summer job and part-time 
school year job is working at Atria nursing home, where he is officially a server but in real-

ity does anything that’s needed in the kitchen and dining room.  

 Sports are a big part of Kevin’s life. He plays most every sport around, and is a huge University of Michigan 
fan. He also cheers for the Detroit Lions, Pistons, and Red Wings. Kevin apparently arrived at these favorite teams 
through a combination of genetics and environment (and both of those due strictly to the influence of his dad’s side of 
the family!). He plays on RCRC’s softball team whenever he doesn’t have to work, normally playing catcher. 

 Kevin’s birthday is August 19. Please wish him a happy birthday and pray for him in his walk with the Lord 
and in the many demands of college life. 

 Sara Dill recently finished her physical therapy studies and is headed to 
Denver in the middle of August! After graduating from high school at School of the 
Arts in 2011, she spent her first year of college at Stony Brook and then transferred 
to Geneseo for her final three years, graduating with a psychology major. A high-
light of Sara’s time at Geneseo was singing all three years in a women’s acapella 
group. As musical director she also had the opportunity to arrange the music the 
group sang. 

 After finishing college Sara attended SUNY Upstate Medical University in 
Syracuse for three years, earning her Doctor of Physical Therapy degree just this 
May. At the moment she’s putting in lots of time studying for her upcoming physi-
cal therapy board exam.  

 Last summer Sara spent six weeks taking a road trip to the Pacific Ocean 
and back, and one of her stops was Denver. After that trip she decided that Denver 
is the place for her, so she’s headed that way in just a few weeks. She currently has 
a grand total of three acquaintances there, but is looking forward to the adventure of 

living in a new place. Being a lover of outdoor activities, Sara is drawn to Denver for its beautiful mountain hiking 
as well as the youthful population and vibrant city life.  By the way, Sara is an aspiring Adirondacks Forty-Sixer, 
having already climbed twenty-one of the High Peaks in a span of just two years.  

 Sara will be celebrating her birthday on August 27 in her new home out west. Her parents would be happy 
to forward any birthday cards her way that you’d like to send. Please remember Sara in your prayers as she begins 
her career and a new life in Denver.  
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“Will you join us on the 

first day of  school, 

Wednesday, Sept. 5 at 

7:15 a.m. to greet kids 

as they get off  the bus or 

dropped off  for the start 

of  school at 7:30 

a.m.?”  
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S C H O O L  N E W S  Y O U  C A N  US E  

It’s summer, but things 
are still happening with 
School #33.  A few of us 
weeded the atrium garden 

on July 18, but more 
help is needed.  An-
other garden day is 

scheduled for Wednes-
day, August 1, begin-

ning at 8:30 a.m. at 
School #33, 500 
Webster Ave.  We’ll 

be doing some planting 
and some weeding.  
This is a good outreach 
and a good time to fel-
lowship.  Bring your fa-
vorite shovel, trowel, 
gloves, friends and fami-
ly.  Brighten the world a 
little bit by helping.  Sign 
up at the events table or 
talk to Bob or Tineke 
Cornelison or Nancy 
Johnson for more infor-
mation.   
We are collecting items 
to use during lunchtime.  

Please put your dona-
tions of crayons, col-
ored pencils, markers, 
coloring books (even par-
tially used ones) paper, 
etc. in the basket at the 
events table.  We could 
also use some containers 

to school,  wish them a 
good year, smile—that’s 
all you need to do and 
you’ll be done by 8 a.m.  
The principals are excited 
about this part of our out-
reach.  Come join us to 
celebrate the beginning of 
school!  Look for more 
details closer to the date, 
but mark your calendars 
now.  See if you can get 
to work a bit late that day 
to be part of the back-to-
school celebration. 

Consider volunteer-
ing:  One administrator 
told me the greatest need 
is for people to invest in 
the lives of students and 
teachers.  We had 8 peo-
ple volunteer on a regular 
basis last year.  Would 
you like to join them?  
Volunteers will start the 
3rd week in Sept.  You 
can pick your day and 
time, as short as an hour a 
week, your grade level, 
and what you want to do.  
Talk to Nancy Johnson 
for more information.  
724-312-6953 or 
nchj2015@gmail.com.  If 
you can’t start in Septem-
ber you can join our vol-
unteers throughout the 
year. 
Continue to pray for the 
students, teachers, admin-
istrators, and parents of 
School #33.  Thank you 
for supporting the minis-
try we have at School 
#33.   
 
~Nancy Johnson 
 

to hold the crayons, etc.  
Containers (like plastic 
tubs that sliced turkey  
comes in) would work.  
Simple children’s books 
are also welcome—we let 
students read them after 
they’ve eaten their lunch 
to build literacy skills. 
Save the date:  

Wednesday, Sept. 5 
is the first day of 
school. We are plan-
ning to welcome students 
back to school.  Often in 
the United States we ask 
kids, “When do you 
HAVE TO go back to 
school?”  But in some 
other countries like Japan 
going back to school is a 
time of celebration.  We 
want to help School #33 
kids see school as a good 
place to be so we are re-
cruiting you!  Will you 
join us on the first day of 

school, Wednesday, 
Sept. 5 at 7:15 a.m. 
to greet kids as they 
get off the bus or dropped 
off for the start of school 
at 7:30 a.m.?  Give them 
a high five, tell them you 
are glad they are coming 
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N E W S  F RO M  B E T H A N Y  C O K  A N D  
S O N I D O  D E L  M OV I M I E N T O  

July 17 
Hello from Guatemala, 
dear friends! 
It’s been a long time 
since I’ve sent an update. 
The truth is that the 
longer I’m here (now, it’s 
been a year and 11 
months) the less 
newsworthy things seem. 
Life in Guatemala is no 
longer new or particularly 
adventurous. It’s my life. 
But because I’m here 
thanks to the support of 
so many of you, I do 
want to pause and share 
with you some of the 
things that have been 
happening and that I’ve 
been learning recently. 
In the interest of full 
transparency, year two in 

Guatemala has definitely 
been more difficult than 
year one. 
The first year, I was only 
planning on a year here. 
You live in and view a 
place differently when 
you’re essentially 
counting down the 
months until you leave. 
Now that I’ve been here 
for nearly two years, and 
have committed to 
staying for another, 
things change. Two full 

years being far away 
from family and my 
closest friends has been 
difficult. I have a solid 
community here, a 
wonderful church and a 
Bible study group and a 
few good friends, and 
Xela is home, but not in 
the way that either 
Rochester or Grand 
Rapids is. I’m still deeply 
thankful for this place to 
live and the people I’ve 
met; it’s just not quite as 
easy as it was the first 
year, when things seemed 
both new and temporary. 
Anyway, on to the 
reasons I’m here! I’m still 
doing a little work with 
World Renew, but not 
nearly as much, as I’m 

shifting my focus 
almost entirely to 
SDM work. Which 
has been wonderful 
and exciting and a 
little bit scary. There 
are only two of us 
here full-time: 
Christina, the 
founder, and me. 
That means a couple 
things. First off—if 
there’s anything to 
be done with 

organizational 
development, program 
design, fundraising, it’s 
just the two of us figuring 
it out! We know 
how completely 
reliant we are both 
on God and on 
people wiser than us 
to give advice and 
guidance. 
We spend a lot of 
time together 
praying for the 
organization and the 

work we’re doing. I 
definitely feel out of my 
depth, but it’s been 
amazing to see how SDM 
has grown in the year 
I’ve been here! 
We’re now implementing 
regular dance + music 
activities (at least two per 
month) with one of our 
partner organizations, and 
we’re getting great 
feedback from that 
organization and the kids 
participating. We’re 
looking to begin working 
with one or two new 
organizations this 
upcoming year, and 
we’ve created some 
awesome relationships 
with local musicians and 
dancers, four or five of 
whom are regularly 
teaching with us! We’re 
also doing a ton of 
development on the back 
end—networking with 
nonprofits all over 
Guatemala, working with 
music therapy and trauma 
professionals in the US, 
and making connections 
with several universities 
in the States who are 
interested in sending 
down teams of students, 
including a potential team 
of students studying 
expressive art therapy 
who would be able to 
train the local dancers 

(cont’d on pg. 15) 
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is present in their lives 
through art and story! 
Definitely my July 
highlight so far.) 
Did I mention I feel out 
of my depth? :) It’s true. 
But I’m so thankful for 
this opportunity I have to 
work with an 
organization I really 
believe in, to walk in and 
hug the kids every week, 
to see their smiles when 
they try violin or dance 
salsa. I’m often tired and 
overwhelmed, but I’m 
still praising God for the 
chance to be here and for 

this work that I deeply 
care about. 
So, that’s basically how 
things are going here. 
Exhausted, remembering 
God’s faithfulness, 
learning new things all 
the time. I’d love prayer 
for my energy levels and 
for a constant awareness 
of God’s presence and 
peace despite working in 
difficult situations, and 
prayer for the kids we’re 
working with. Thank you 
all for being on my team. 
~For His glory, Bethany  
 

we’re working with! And 
we’re developing all our 
organizational indicators, 
how we measure success, 
how we hope to expand, 
etc. 
(Quick side note: as a 
result of this networking, 
I had the chance to 
participate in an awesome 
weeklong Christian art 
camp called “I Am Art.” 
It’s led by an 
organization called 
Athentikos and strives to 
help kids in difficult 
circumstances understand 
how God loves them and 

Please join us to discover how God's faithful pres-
ence helps Joseph survive the bad times, do what's 
right, use his power for the good of others, and for-
give those who hurt him. 
 
Who:  Children 4 years old to beginning 4th grade.   

When:  August 13-17  

 9:00am to 11:30am 

Where: Rochester Christian Reformed Church 

 2750 Atlantic Avenue 

 Penfield, New York 14526   

 

Please call the church office at 381-7861 to register.    

Kids Camp 2018  
Dreams and Schemes  

N E W S  F R O M  B E T H A N Y . . . ( C O N T ’D  F R O M  PA G E  1 3 )  

Sign up Today! 



What can I expect if I 
join a Connection Group?  
This is a question we are 
asked on occasion from 
people who have never 
been in a small group 
setting.  RCRC has sever-
al different kinds of Con-
nection Groups available.  
The most popular groups 
are “Fellowship Groups” 
and “Discussion Groups”. 
There are groups for cou-
ples, couples with young 
children, men only and 
ladies only or a combina-
tion of singles and cou-
ples.  If anyone was inter-
ested in a theme group, 

such as 
baseball or 
knitting, 
we can 
assist the 
facilitator 
in starting 
the group. 

Fellowship 
Groups 
focus on 
building 
relation-

ships with others. Our 
group begins at 7:00 PM 
and we have something to 
drink while we catch up 
with each other.  A few 
minutes later we begin 
our group with an open-
ing prayer and a sharing 
time with a specific topic.  
We have shared on what 
ministries we are interest-
ed in, how we met our 
spouse, when we became 
a Christian and many oth-
er topics.  Next we spend 
about 30-45 minutes on 
our selected bible study.  
Then we take prayer con-
cerns and close with 

prayer.  After this is com-
pleted, we usually have 
more refreshments and 
chat with each other.  Our 
time together is usually 
about 2 ½ hours. 

Discussion Groups focus 
on the bible study and the 
majority of the time is 
spent there.  There may 
be a drink or snack before 
or after along with fel-
lowship time and prayer 
time, which is an im-
portant aspect of all kinds 
of groups.  In this kind of 
a group there may be one 
person leading the study 
or everyone taking a turn. 

There is no right or 
wrong way to have a 
group.  The group should 
decide together what the 
format will be as well as 
the bible study. 

If you are interested in a 
Connection Group, please 
contact Jim or Shari Har-
rison at 585-377-6974 or 
connections 
@rochestercrc.org.   
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Rev. Tineke Cornelison 
Minister of Invitation and  
Inclusion 

Church Li fe  

Happy Sunday to you! 
We are thankful to Gary 
and Alice for keeping us 
in touch with you. As you 
may know, the Fellow-
ship Committee consists 
of teams of volunteers 
who take care of specific 
areas of ministry within 
our church family. To 
prepare you for fall, here 
is the list of areas of min-
istry you may wish to 
participate in: 

Bereavement Care: Jackie 
and George Kuipers/
Alice and Gary Harris 

Koinonia Night:  Jeff 
Kuryla and helpers 

Church Life Newsletter: 
Gary and Alice Harris 

Sunday Fellowship Coor-
dinator: MaryAnn LaPolla  

Prayer Chain: Joyce Dob-
benga 

Intercessory Prayer: Interces-
sors   are available to pray 
with you in Room 2 (next to 
library) or in the narthex after  
morning worship.  

Wedding Hostess: Ginny 
Kuryla  

Visitation Ministry: Shari 
Harrison 

Sunday Morning Greet-
ers: Bob Cornelison  

Social Event Coordina-
tors: Shari Harrison and 
Tineke Cornelison 

We are looking for a few 
volunteers to organize 
social events (hiking, a 
movie, bowling, euchre, 
get together and make 
encouraging cards for 
those in nursing homes, 
assisted living, living 
alone, etc.) Please talk 
with Shari or Tineke if 
you have ideas!  We are 
also looking for groups of 
about 3 or 4 or more to 
sing once a month  in 
nursing homes/ assisted 
living facilities. (Bring 
song sheets and instru-
ments or use their piano.) 

We also plan the follow-
ing: 

 Primetimers:  

 Talent Show by 
young and older!  

 Movie/ Family nights 

 Church Picnic                        

 Christmas, Thanks-
giving and  Easter 
brunch 

 Teacher appreciation 
brunch   

 Events: visiting 
choirs/orchestras, etc. 

 Milestone Birthdays  

 Appreciation events 

You are invited to make 
suggestions to the various 
teams or volunteer to 
work with that team. You 
are also encouraged to 
plan an event. 

Thank you for praying, 
teaching, encouraging, 
welcoming, working, fa-
cilitating, and caring ~ 
that’s what makes our 
fellowship committee  
work so well.  

~Tineke Cornelison 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence 

or quote from the story here.” 
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A U G U S T - S E P T E M B E R  B I R T H DAY S   

August 
Judy Huussen  
Sarah Smith  
Elisabeth Bakker  
Juli Elliot  
Sharon Harrison   
Susan Frelier  
Molly Orr  
Aidan Coughlin  
Mary Van Someren Cok  
Christina Bakker  
Amanda Kuryla 
Ronald Frelier   
Kevin Smith   
Jackie Dykshoorn Fenton   
Sara Dill   
George A. Kuipers Jr.   
Marilynn Van Der Woude  
Jean Haines  

Norah Coughlin 

Gloria Huussen 
Katherine Cok 

Sarah Cok 

Lois Smith 

Jesse Teitsma 
Joseph Carney 

Angelina De Lallo 

Joel Hughes 
Jan Nienhuis 

Corrinne Tryon 

Nathaniel Veenje 

 
For actual birthdates, 
please refer to the 
“Member Information”  
section (under the 
“More” tab) of the 
RCRC website. 

September 
Madison Harris 

Emily Smith 
Timothy Frelier 

Ethel Steensma 

Christine Le Roux 
Clark Rittersbach 

Katherine Selvaggio 

Christopher Seyfried 

Mary Jo Vonhof 
Erika Steensma 

William Beich 

Mary Zinkand 
George Cline 

Ann Michele Bouwmeester 

Priscilla Astifan 

Tammy Punter 
James Selvaggio 

Charlene De Lallo 

Alice Harris 
Owen Verbree 

O U R  C H U R C H  F A M I LY   
As you already know, our 
Elders and the Church 
Office have been doing 
an excellent job keeping 
members aware of prayer 
concerns with the bi-
weekly Prayer Page 
they’ve been publishing.  

In order to not duplicate 
effort and to simplify 
where to look for things 
for members, your CLN 
editors have decided 
(with approval from oth-
ers) to stop adding these 
to the newsletter. For 
prayer concerns please 
refer to the Prayer Page 
which is emailed out eve-
ry 2 weeks from the 

Church Office. Thank 
you! 

CLN Editors, Alice & 
Gary Harris 

Prayer Room: Someone 
will be available to pray 
with you, or for you, 
each Sunday morning in 
room 2 (next to the Li-
brary) for 20 minutes 
following the morning 
worship service.   Writ-
ten requests may be 
placed in the box in room 
2. All information is kept 
confidential. 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
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Lillian Barham  
Hill Haven Nursing Home 
1550 Empire Blvd 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
David Bruinsma 
St. John’s Home 
Hastings Building  
Room 248B 
Rochester, NY 14620 
 
Gordon Haines  
St. Ann’s Home 
1500 Portland Ave 
Rochester, NY 14621 
 
Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  

Roger Hoadley  
The Legacy  
40 Willow Pond Way 
Apt. 260  
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Marvin Lown  
Aaron Manor (613) 
100 St. Camillus Way 
Fairport, NY 14450 
 
Lois Smith  
Fairport Baptist Homes 
4646 Nine Mile Point Road 
Room 1H04 
Fairport, NY 14450 

V I S I T A T I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are 
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at 

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Mary Zinkand  
The Episcopal Home 
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115 
Rochester, NY 14620 

“Truly I tell you, whatever 

you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” 

 

OPEN OUR EYES!  VISITATION 
MINISTRY  

whatever you did for one 
of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 

Pastor Anthony, shared in 
his message, “Truly Pro-
Life”, that one of the 
things Jesus taught was to 
love everyone.  He val-
ued all human life. 

Pastor Anthony chal-
lenged us by asking 
“How do we adopt His 
agenda and live like 
Christ?”  We have several 
people in circumstances 
that prevent them from 

Matthew 25:37-40 New 
International Version 
(NIV) 

37 “Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 
38 When did we see you 
a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you?  39 When did 
we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit 
you?’  40 “The King will 
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 

attending church.  Would 
you be willing to “value 
human life” by visiting a 
member in a nursing 
home or someone that is 
unable to attend church?  
What would Jesus have 
you do? 

If you would be willing 
to bless a “shut in” with a 
visit, please contact Shari 
Harrison at jsnyhon-
da@gmail.com.  Please 
include how many people 
you would be willing to 
visit on a monthly basis. 

~Shari Harrison 
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