Session 4: Dust You Are
This session will consider the reality of humans as mortal, the reality of death, and Christian funerals. We will consider the ambiguous word “dignity” as well as how death and baptism are connected.

Readings:
1 Cor. 15

John Witvliet. “How Common Worship Forms Us for Our Encounter With Death,” in Worship Seeking Understanding: windows into Christian practice (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003): 291-308.

Anne Zaki, “Funerals in Egypt”

Introduction


I. Humans as Mortal
	
	A. Mortal v. Finite
		
		

	B. What is death?
	


		
C. Death as result of sin; not “natural”

Gen. 2:16
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 

Gen. 3:22-24
22 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.  24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Heb. 9:27-8
27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

Rom. 5:12
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—  13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.  14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.

Rom. 6.23
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

James 1:13-15
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;  14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 


		B.C., Art 14
		

C. What happens when we die?


III. Dignity
	Introduction:


A. Dignity
	

	B. Medicalization of death

IV. Dealing with death
	
	


What do our practices say about our beliefs?
	
1 Thess 4:17


IV. Baptism and Death


	A. Baptism	
		
	B. Romans 6:1-14


	C. Symbolism of baptism
		-cleansing from sin
		-re-birth: you must be born again 
		-rite of initiation
			-union with Christ
		-call to discipleship
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