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C HURCH L IFE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 2018
2
3
4
5

10:00am—Worship Service
Labor Day—Office Closed
7:00pm—Deacon Mtg
7:15am—School #33 First Day
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
7-8 5:00pm—Jr. High Retreat

9

9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
12 6pm—Steak Dinner
6:30pm— Jr. High Info. Mtg
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
13 7:00pm—Council Mtg
15 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
16 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—-Sr. High Youth
19 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm— Cadets 1st Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm— Adult Bell Choir
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
22 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
23 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
26 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
27 7:00pm—Elder Mtg
29 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
30 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
October
2
7:00pm—Deacons’ Mtg
3
5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm— Cadets Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm— Adult Bell Choir
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
4
7:00pm—Executive Cmte
5
7:00pm—Cadet/Amerks Game
6
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
6-7 Sr. High Youth Retreat
Please go to the RCRC website
for up-to-date calendar items

KICK OFF!

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

“Life starts all over
again when it gets crisp
in the fall.” That is one
of my favorite quotes
from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
The Great Gatsby. It
speaks to a reality of life,
including church life.
During the summer, our
lives are filled with enjoying the outdoors,
cookouts, cottages, and
family vacations. Then
life starts all over again in
the fall.
After Labor
Day, we all begin to get

back into in gear. Kids
head back to school, parents head back to work,
and the NFL season begins. It is kick off time in
many respects.
Life starts in the fall
for RCRC as well. We
are kicking off our Sunday School program for
adults and children, our
youth ministries, and
many of our connection
groups will be back at it.
The choir will be singing
and the bells will be ringing. Jeff will be cooking
away each Wednesday.
As we begin this fall, I
hope you will contemplate ways to begin or
expand, as the case may
be, your engagement here
at RCRC. Perhaps it is
time for you to consider
attending Sunday School,
engaging your kids in
GEMS, Cadets or one of
our youth groups, joining
the adult choir or bell
choir,
attending
our

Wednesday
Koinonia
night dinners, or joining
or beginning a connection
group. There’s a lot to do
here at RCRC. Please
feel free to contact me if
you need help navigating
the maze of opportunities
(pastor@rochestercrc.org).

In this month’s column, I thought I would
highlight what’s going on
in adult Sunday School.
As you may recall from
last month’s article, I will
be leading the one and
only adult Sunday School
class for the fall. I will
be teaching from the
book Jesus Behaving
Badly: The Puzzling Par-

adoxes of the Man from
Galilee by Mark L.
Strauss. This book examines the personality and
teachings of Jesus and
warns us against trying to
pigeonhole Jesus into
categories of our own
making. Here’s a sam(cont’d on pg. 2)
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KICK OFF! (CONT’D FROM COVER)
pling of the chapter titles
from the book to whet
your appetite:
Everybody Likes Jesus
Revolutionary or Pacifist?
Angry or Loving?

Environmentalist or
Earth Scorcher?
Legalist or Grace
Filled?

“I hope you will consider
being a part of this class
and, more importantly,
part of the discussion.”

Hellfire Preacher or
Gentle Shepherd?
Antifamily or Family
Friendly?
Racist or Inclusivist?
Sexist or Egalitarian?
Was Jesus AntiSemitic?
Failed Prophet or Victorious King?
Decaying Corpse or
Resurrected Lord?

Each week I will
teach the main substance
of each chapter and then
use the discussion questions as a way of encouraging a dialogue on these
issues. I hope you will
consider being a part of
this class and, more importantly, part of the discussion. Bring your coffee, take a seat, and engage with other Christians as we wrestle with
the identity and teachings
of the “the man from Galilee.”
One last thing,
since I entitled this article
“Kick Off!” and made
reference to the beginning of the NFL season, I
wanted to let you know
about another way to engage and have some fun
here at RCRC. I have set
up a weekly online NFL

pick ‘em tournament for
our church. All you need
to do is pick the winners
of the weekly NFL
games. You will be competing
against
other
RCRC folks for honor
and glory. If you are
interested, please send
me
an
email
(pastor@rochestercrc.org)
and I will invite you into
our RCRC league. However, move fast because
the first NFL game is
scheduled for Thursday,
September 6th!

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
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What are They up to!

9/2

9/9

Hebrews Series:
Hebrews 1:1-4

Hearing the Hebrews
9/16 Hebrews Series:
Hebrews 1:1-4

Jesus is The Last Word

9/23 Hebrews Series:
Hebrews 2:5-18

Jesus is One of Us

9/30 Hebrews Series:
Hebrews 3:1-4-4:14

Jesus is The Good Son
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COUNCIL NOTES: AUGUST 2018

Tim Collins, Council President

At the August meeting
our primary focus was
the church's small-group,
or connection group ministry, headed by Jim and
Shari Harrison. Roughly
70-80 members of our
community are in small
groups, which combine
Christian
community
with Bible study. The
Biblical picture of the
Christian life presents
these two things as nonnegotiable, and they are
an important part of our
history and culture at
RCRC. If you would like
to be part of a connection
group, please contact Jim
and Shari, or visit the
church web page for

more information.
We rejoiced at the vibrant, exciting and very
well attended Kids' Camp
which is just winding
down, and which focused
on the story of Joseph.
Around two dozen children attended, along with
youth helpers and adult
leaders. Pictures from
Kids' Camp will be on
our web site, which has
taken a huge step forward
in the past year. If you
haven't visited it recently,
treat yourself!
In our August Council
meeting we spent a lot of
time looking forward to
the Fall and the exciting
things on the way. We
will be enjoying a new
adult Sunday school series starting in September, led by pastor Anthony. We have two new
additions to our staff,
Jordan (for senior-high
youth) and Adam (adult
choir), and are very excited about their ministries.

viewed this year's Synod
while looking forward to
and planning for the October Classis meeting.
Synod this year focused
on
church
safety
(particular for children
but also for adults), and
we will be looking to review our policies in this
area. We have also been
thinking carefully about
church security; keep
your eyes open for more
information in this regard.
As a Council, we are very
excited about what God
is doing in our church.
We know from God's
Word that for our church
to flourish, we have to be
fully invested, in our
time, in our finances, and
in our hearts. This fall,
pray for what God is doing here, and let yourself
hope that when you show
up, God will meet you
here!

~Tim Collins, Council
President

As a Council we re-

SEPTEMBER OFFERINGS
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:
9/2

Christian Education Society

9/9

Deacons Fund

9/16

International Missions

9/23

Bethany Cok
Sonido del Movimiento

9/30

Rochester Institute for Christian Education (RICE)

“We know from God's
Word that for our
church to flourish, we
have to be fully invested,
in our time, in our
finances, and in our
hearts.”
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GEMS SUMMER FUN!
The 9th Annual GEMS
Mother/Daughter
pool
party was held at Mrs.
Davis’
on
Tuesday,
August 14th. Thirteen
GEMS Girls, 8 moms and
4 counselors gathered for
food and fun on a warm
summer evening.

~Tina Davis

Girls
Everywhere
Meeting the
Savior

C hur c h L i f e
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Y O U T H N E W S — W E L C O M E J O R DA N !

Greetings
Rochester
Christian
Reformed
Church! My name is Jordan, and I am excited to
be the new Senior High
Youth Group Leader.
Some of you may know
me from Webster CRC or
my last 4 months of attending RCRC, although
perhaps I’d be more easily recognizable with a
guitar in my hands. I’ve
been involved in church
leadership since I was 13
years old and the Praise

Team Leader at my
church encouraged me to
start playing guitar in the
band. Ever since then
worship ministry has
been a major passion of
mine.
My interest in
Youth/Student ministry
grew out of my love of
Youth Group as a high
schooler.
Basically, I
graduated from Sr. High
Youth Group and became
a
“leader-in-training”.
My responsibilities grew
from leading worship to

WHAT’S NEW WITH
OUR MISSIONARIES?

planning lessons and
eventually to planning
fundraisers, retreats, and
service trips. I am excited to bring this experience along with a love
and passion for youth
ministry and worship to
this new chapter that God
has begun writing in my
life and the life of the
RCRC Youth Group.
I would be remiss to introduce myself without
mentioning the most important people in my life:
my lovely and supportive
wife Kourtney, and our
two ridiculously awesome kids – Charlie and
Nora. We look forward
to getting to know you,
and for you to get to
know us as we worship
and serve our Savior Jesus together!
~Jordan Grant

Zuiderveens in Haiti
with Resonate Ministries

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
Bethany Cok working with
Sonido del Movimiento

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento

Doug & Priscilla
Higby with Wycliff
Bible Translations

higby.family/newsletter

“I am excited to bring
this experience along
with a love and passion
for youth ministry and
worship to this new
chapter that God has
begun writing in my life
and the life of the
RCRC Youth Group.”
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W HAT ARE T HEY UP TO ?
C H E C K I N G I N W I T H O U R Y O U N G A D U LT S
Note: We’ve been presenting a series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through about
age 25). In this issue we catch up with Sarah and Katie Cok, who share a September birthday.

Sarah Cok is going into her senior year at
Calvin College, where she is pursuing an
interdisciplinary major in sustainable
preservation. For this major she’s combining courses in engineering, environmental
studies, art history, and architecture. This
past summer Sarah worked in Jordan on
the Umm el-Jimal project, under the supervision of one of her Calvin engineering
profs who is involved in the Clean Water
Institute of Calvin College. One aspect of
the work of the interdisciplinary team in
Umm el-Jimal is to reactivate the ancient water system that served the community for
nearly 2,000 years. In recent years the community has depended for water on more
recently drilled deep wells, but the wells’ aquifers have started drying up so another
water source is needed. The site’s history as well as the culture and environment of the
area and input from the local community are important factors in the design of the reactivation plans.
Sarah’s summer ended with a climb up Mt. Kilimanjaro with her dad and sister
Bethany. Now that Sarah is back closer to sea level, her head is out of the clouds, and
her feet are back on flat ground, she’s preparing to dive into a new semester. She’s also
hoping to run a marathon in Grand Rapids this fall as part of a World Vision fundraising effort.
Among Sarah’s favorite things are cheesy potatoes, climbing buildings, and
making music. She has enjoyed the experience of playing in both orchestra and band at
Calvin.
Sarah’s birthday is September 26. Please remember her in your prayers as she
continues to face the demands and challenges of college life and thinks about postgraduation plans.

WHAT

ELSE IS

“In the Jordanian village
of Umm el-Jimal, Calvin College senior Sarah Cok recently
participated in a millennium-old
engineering project, reactivating
a 2,000 year-old water system.”
The entire article is available
online here, www.crcna.org/
news-and-views/reactivating2000-year-old-water-system
Good work, Sarah!

SARAH

UP TO?

C hur c h L i f e
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W HAT ARE T HEY UP TO ?
C H E C K I N G I N W I T H O U R Y O U N G A D U LT S

Katie Cok (who’s “younger” than her twin
sister Sarah by all of 10 minutes) is also entering her senior year at Calvin. Katie’s
major is kinesiology, and she’s just begun the process of applying to grad schools to
study physical therapy. One of the highlights of Katie’s time so far at Calvin is the
semester abroad that she spent in Budapest. She also really enjoys playing her flute in
band and orchestra at Calvin. She was able to go on a month-long tour in Germany
and the Netherlands with the wind ensemble.
During the school year Katie lives off-campus in a duplex with three other
young women. On Sunday noons she can often be found cooking dinner at her grandfather’s house, with her sister serving as chopping assistant. Katie particularly enjoys
dessert-making, and her friends and family greatly enjoy eating the fruits of her culinary efforts.
For the past few summers Katie has been working at one of the Heritage
Christian Services group homes in Webster, where among others things she is chauffeur to four gentlemen who like going to Aldi, Target, DiBella’s, and Burger King.
As preparation for her study of physical therapy, she has also spent many hours the
past three summers observing physical therapists at work in various settings. This
summer she shadowed one of the Penfield school district PTs.
This past summer Katie enjoyed a safari vacation in Tanzania. She loved the
giraffes and hated the mosquitos and tsetse flies. Earlier in the year when her family
was discussing who would go on which vacation, Katie decided that she’d prefer riding around in a Land Rover spotting animals to climbing Africa’s tallest mountain.
Katie’s birthday is September 26. Please pray for Katie as she completes this
final year of college and looks ahead to what will come next.
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SCHOOL #33 PARTNERSHIP

“Will you join us on the
first day of school,
Wednesday, Sept. 5 at
7:15 a.m. to greet kids
as they get off the bus or
dropped off for the start
of school at 7:30
a.m.?”

We are beginning our
2nd year of partnership
with School #33. Thank
you for your support. We
plan to continue doing
the same things as last
year such as volunteering
in classrooms, helping
out in the lunchroom,
writing notes of encouragement to teachers, giving them candy as special
treats, and donating coats,
hats and mittens.
We are also adding some
new things this year. On
the first day of school,
Wednesday, Sept. 5, from
7:15 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. we
are gathering at School
#33, 500 Webster Ave.,
to greet students as they
get off the bus. We’ll
give them a high five, a
handshake, a word of encouragement to have a
good year. Sign up at the
events table or just show
up. If you need to leave
early that’s okay. Let’s
help get the year off to a
good start for the students
and teachers.
If you’d like to write
some messages in side-

walk chalk for the first
day of school, please connect with Nancy Johnson
so you can make that
happen. It would be fun
to have some messages
written prior to Wednesday, Sept. 5.
If you have some plants
or flowers you could donate to brighten up the
school office, please
bring them to school or
give them to Nancy Johnson to take to school.
Are you interested in volunteering in a classroom
or with a reading specialist once a week? You
would be placed with one
teacher to work with
throughout the year. You
may volunteer for as little
as one hour a week. If
you travel during the year
and need to take some
time off, that’s okay.
You can pick your time,
day and grade. Contact
Nancy
Johnson,
nchj2015@gmail.com,
724-312-6953, to get
connected with a teacher.
Are you interested in volunteering as a lunchroom

helper once a week? Pick
a time between 10:40
a.m. and 1:15 p.m. Come
interact with students, get
to know them as people
and help the lunch periods go a bit more
smoothly. Contact Nancy Johnson to get involved or if you have
questions.
Check out the bulletin
board in the fellowship
hall by the nursery for
more information about
School #33. We are always happy to take donations of school supplies
and coloring books to
facilitate our lunchroom
ministry.
~Nancy Johnson

C hur c h L i f e
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THE

SECURITY

COMMITTEE

Church Security, how do you create that? A
Security Committee was formed back in
June to discuss how security could be
increased at RCRC. Starting September 9th,
the first day of Sunday School, we will begin
to implement these plans:
The back doors or office doors will be
locked at all times. Currently they are only
open during Sunday School times, but this
will no longer be the case. Everyone needs to

enter the building by the Main doors.
Someone will be present in the Narthex with a 2-way radio during Sunday School.
Another radio will be monitored in the adult Sunday School room.
Other plans are in the works to increase security, they just take a little time to
work out.
The Security Committee, which consists of Kelly Hooge, Jan Nienhuis, Michelle
Selvaggio and Mary Ann LaPolla, will continue to meet to monitor how these
plans are working and to continue to consider future plans. Please contact any
member above to discuss security concerns or ideas.

~ MaryAnn LaPolla

FROM

THE

Rev. Tineke Cornelison
Minister of Invitation and

F E L L OW S H I P

COMMITTEE

Hello from the Fellowship Committee: In a few weeks
many of the activities of our church begin again. The
Fellowship Committee is made up of the ministries listed
below. Do you see a ministry in which you may be
interested or know you are gifted in? Please speak to the
leaders of the ministry and explore how you may be able to
give ideas, do some of the work or begin a new ministry?
Please see Shari Harrison or Tineke Cornelison.
Be part of these ministries: everyone does a little and a lot
gets accomplished in and for the Church family and for
God’s glory.

Bereavement Care: Alice Harris
Koinonia Night: Jeff Kuryla
Church Life Newsletter: Gary and Alice Harris
Sunday Fellowship Coordinator: MaryAnn LaPolla
Prayer Chain: Joyce Dobbenga
Intercessory Prayer: Intercessors are in Room 2 after the morning service
Wedding Hostess: Ginny Kuryla
Visitation Ministry: Shari Harrison
Sunday Morning Greeters: Bob Cornelison
Social Event Coordinators: Shari Harrison and Tineke
We would value your help!! Thank you.
~Tineke Cornelison

“A Security Committee
was formed back in June
to discuss how security
could be increased at
RCRC.”
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CHRIS T IAN E D UCATION SOCIETY

“On a final note, Bernard
Huussen has become
synonymous with CES.
However, at the end of the
last school year, Bernard
retired as the CES
administrator. The Deacons
thank him for his many
faithful years of service.”

The Christian Reformed
Church denomination has
supported the establishment and growth of
Christian schools since
the beginning of its history. Most recently, synod
has encouraged churches
“to develop and promote
plans for congregational
support so that all the
church’s children have an
opportunity to receive an
education where the lordship of Jesus Christ is
acknowledged” and recommends that churches
“diligently encourage . . .
[their] members . . . to
establish and maintain . . .
good Christian schools in
which the biblical, Reformed vision of Christ’s
lordship over all creation
is clearly taught.”
Rochester Christian Reformed Church has honored the denomination’s
request by being fundamentally involved in the
formation of Rochester
Christian School (RCS)
and the Christian Education Society (CES).
RCS - With 100 years of
rich
history,
RCS
“believes that one of the

most important decisions
a family can make is to
provide the opportunity
for their children to be
positively influenced by
committed
Christian
teachers and to belong to
a learning community
that will honor our Creator, encourage and foster
a sense of belonging, and
accommodate the unique
design of each child.”
Many members of our
congregation have volunteered, attended, taught,
and have either been
board or faculty members
at RCS.
CES - Paying tuition for a
Christian day school education can be a hardship
for families. CES was
established by our congregation to help offset
the tuition cost of those
families who desire that
faith enhancing practices
are woven into their student’s daily studies and to
help them become rooted
and grounded in their
faith. Since its inception,
CES has assisted in 950
yearly student tuitions.
To assist families who
might not otherwise be

able to afford to send
their student to RCS, the
Deacons have designated
CES as the special cause
offering the first Sunday
of every month. Any
loose cash on that Sunday
is specifically earmarked
for CES. You may also
contribute to CES any
Sunday
by
properly
marking your offering
envelope with ‘CES’.
On a final note, Bernard
Huussen has become synonymous with CES.
However, at the end of
the last school year, Bernard retired as the CES
administrator. The Deacons thank him for his
many faithful years of
service. David Punter is
the new CES administrator and can be contacted
if your family is interested in participating in CES
or have questions about
contributing to CES.

In His Service,
The Deacons

C hur c h L i f e
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Kids Camp 2018 Highlights
Dreams and Schemes
August 13 through 17
was a great week at
Kids’ Camp. Praise the
Lord! Thank you to the
congregation for your
prayers and financial
support.
Our stage was artfully set
by Chrissy and Paul Ferraraccio so that Canaan
and Egypt could come
alive for 30 campers ages
4 to 4th grade.
For weeks, behind the
scenes, the true story of
Joseph, Jacob’s favored
son was studied; all the
dreams, the high highs
and the low lows as Joseph went from powerful
to prison and back again.
Through it all, the underlying truth of camp was:
God’s strength gave Joseph the talents and gifts
to serve others and to
glorify God. God was in
every event bringing forgiveness and reconciliation to Joseph’s broken
family and saving His
people. God is always
with us even in our troubles. God helps us
choose the right things to
do. God gives us gifts
and abilities to help us do
God’s Work. God gives

us ways to use our gifts
and abilities to serve God
and help others. God
Brings good out of bad,
forgiveness and reconciliation out of hatred. That
was true for Joseph and
is true for us.
5 days of lessons were
created highlighting Joseph’s dreams, his brothers’ schemes, Egyptian
schemes, family forgiveness and reconciliation; all part of God’s
plan of good for his people. Recipes were created, crafts were tested and
tried, materials purchased, campers were
registered, games were
created, fellowship between
leaders
was
strengthened as we made
plans and shared concern. Prayer covered it
all and God provided just
as He did for Joseph.
Please thank everyone
involved:
Staff: Chrissy Ferraraccio, Julie Vande Brake,
Reba Veenje, Yonjong
Choi, Susan Gilbert Collins,
Ann
Michele
Bouwmeester, Alice Harris, Becky Hughes, Lizzy
Kuryla

Helpers: Genevieve Seyfried, Sean Hall, Hayden
Kier, Sam Collins, Ellie
Schumacher, Katie Selvaggio, Timothy Vande
Brake, Zach Veenje, Emma Verbree, Amanda
Kuryla, Jill Zehr, Mackenzie
Harris,
Joel
Hughes, Gregory Schizm

~Ann Michele
Bouwmeester
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S U N DAY S C H O O L : P R E S C H O O L

TO

A D U LT

The Church's task is to lead children and adults to faith and to nurture that faith to
maturity. Therefore, attending Sunday School must be recognized as a priority for all
members. As a church community, we want to ensure that each member has a broad
biblical knowledge and that this knowledge becomes biography.
Nursery- Pre-school: We will provide nursery care for babies and bible stories and
crafts with pre-schoolers designed for joyful discovery of God’s love.
Leaders: Kelly Hooge, Becky Hughes, Amber Teitsma and Julie VandeBrake.

“As a church
community, we want to
ensure that each member
has a broad biblical
knowledge and that this
knowledge becomes
biography.”

Kindergarten & Grade 1: The children will take a walk through the Bible using stories from both the Old and the New Testament, using songs, stories and crafts to
“Imagine” how the people in the Bible learned to trust, work and see God’s power
and creation.
Teacher: Heidi Zinkand
Grades 2 & 3: This class will “wonder at God’s plan” using stories from the Old Testament. In each class session the students will be using stories, music and crafts to
learn about how God worked through creation and his people.
Teacher: Sue Frelier
Grades 4, 5 & 6: This class will study the Old Testament this year, beginning with
the story of David and Goliath and continuing through Israel's return from exile in
Babylon. Each lesson will enable us to see God's faithfulness to his people, to understand his urgent pleading for them to accept his love and favor, and to consider the
relevance of Old Testament history to our lives today.
Teacher: Jim Leunk
Grades 7 & 8: The Junior High will study worship, our liturgy and sacraments, and
what it means to be a covenant child of God. We will then look at creation from a
reformed perspective and what God expects from us concerning his creation and his
kingdom. Finally, we will examine the gifts God has given us, how we can use them
and end with a short look at end times.
Teacher: Mary Steensma
Grades 9 - 12: We will use the Bible, the Heidelberg Catechism (a summary of what
we believe) and other books and videos as we endeavor to know God and His will for
our lives. This study is a means to an end, the end being a deeper, more intimate and
joyful relationship with our Triune God. Come prepared to learn together!
Teachers: Russ Aizer and Dave Dill

Children’s Tithing Project
Every week, students are encouraged to bring a small oﬀering to support their annual
tithing project: goats. The gift of a goat starts a cycle of hope in a community in
need.
*New Adult Class: Led by Pastor Anthony this class will be based on the book Jesus
Behaving Badly: The Puzzling Paradoxes of the Man from Galilee by Mark L.
Strauss. The book examines the paradoxes in the ministry and teaching of Jesus and
(cont’d on bottom of pg 13)
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CONNECTION GROUP NEWS

Connection Groups are
getting ready to start up
again. Are you part of
one?
Many of your
friends and family are
enjoying the Bible Study,
fellowship, caring and
praying that is happening
in their group. Some are
even part of two groups!
What’s available you
ask?
Shari Harrison has a ladies discussion group that
meets twice a month on
Friday mornings.

For those who are
not available then,
Jenn Carney leads a
ladies
fellowship
group that meets
twice a month after
Koinonia
on
Wednesday.
Men, if you want to get
your weekend off to a
great start, Neil vanBarneveldt leads a men’s
Bible Study weekly at
7AM on Saturdays.
Amber Teitsma is facilitating a young adult
(GIFT) fellowship group
that meets twice a month
after Koinonia supper on
Wednesday.
There are also fellowship
groups for men and/or
ladies that meet twice a
month on Friday eve-

nings led by Dave Dill or
Wednesday afternoon led
by Bill Washburn.
Finally, for you interested
in baseball, Priscilla Astifan would like to organize a group that ties baseball and the Bible together. She has devotional
books dedicated to that
topic.
More details can be
learned by contacting one
of those people, checking
out the RCRC website,
grabbing a brochure from
one of several locations
in the church or reviewing again page 16 of last
month’s “Church Life” or
contacting Jim or Shari
Harrison at 585-377-6974
or
connections
@rochestercrc.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (CONT’D FROM PAGE 12)
challenges us to wrestle with our preconceived notions of who Jesus is. The following
chapter titles from the book will give a sense of what we will be discussing in the
class: Revolutionary or Pacifist? Environmentalist or Earth Scorcher?, Racist or Inclusivist?, Sexist or Egalitarian?, Hellfire Preacher or Gentle Shepherd? Each week I
will teach the main substance of these chapters and then use the discussion questions
from the book as a way of fostering a dialogue on these issues. I hope you will consider being a part of this class and, more importantly, part of the discussion. Bring your
coﬀee, take a seat, and engage with other Christians as we wrestle with the identity and
teachings of the “the man from Galilee.”
SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR
9:00 AM weekly from September 9, 2018 to June 9, 2019

Note: No Sunday School on the following dates:
Oct. 7— Columbus Day
Nov. 25 — Thanksgiving
Dec. 23— Christmas
Dec. 30— New Years
Feb. 17— Winter Break
April 21 — Easter Sunday (we will hold classes the ﬁrst weekend of spring break
as Easter lands on the second weekend of the break)
May 26 —Memorial Day

“New Adult Class!”
(Ed. Note: for new adults?)

V o l um e 3 8 , I s s ue 8

P age 1 4

O UR C HURC H F AMI LY
Congratulations to the
Frelier family on the birth
of Madelyn Grace to
Todd and Alicia on August 6!
Our Elders and the
Church Office do an excellent job keeping members aware of prayer concerns with the bi-weekly
Prayer Page.
For prayer concerns
please refer to the Prayer
Page which is emailed
out every 2 weeks from
the Church Office.

Prayer Room: Someone
will be available to pray
with you, or for you,
each Sunday morning in
room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes
following the morning
worship service. Written requests may be
placed in the box in room
2. All information is kept
confidential.

S E P T E M B E R - O C T O B E R B I R T H D AY S
September
Madison Harris
Emily Smith
Tim Frelier
Ethel Steensma
Christine Le Roux
Clark Rittersbach
Katie Selvaggio
Christopher Seyfried
Mary Jo Vonhof
Erika Steensma
Will Beich
Mary Zinkand
George Cline
Ann Michele Bouwmeester
Priscilla Astifan
Tammy Punter
James Selvaggio
Charlene De Lallo
Alice Harris
Owen Verbree
Norah Coughlin
Gloria Huussen
Katie Cok

Sarah Cok
Lois Smith
Jesse Teitsma
Joseph Carney
Angelina De Lallo
Joel Hughes
Jan Nienhuis
Corrinne Tryon
Nathaniel Veenje

October
Caleb Punter
Barbara Tryon
Ben Spoelhof
Dale Chambery
Donald McQuay
Emma VandeBrake
Ray Leuwen
Paula Zehr
Patricia Belles
Ed Bouwmeester
Sophia Spoelhof
Beth Harding
Edward Wierenga

Jan Huussen
Corinne Elliot
Kathleen Fenton
Robert Tryon
Johan Le Roux
Heidi Zinkand
Marge Cannon
Tina Davis
Grada Steenblok
Coenraad Bakker
Janet Coughlin
Ruth Letson
Amy Cline
Sue Bratt Cok
Laura Fenton
Daniel Hooge
Kyle Klofstad
For actual birthdates,
please refer to the
“member Information”
section (under the
“More” tab of the RCRC
website.

C hur c h L i f e

P age 1 5

YOU ARE INVITED!
Jill Zehr is a member of
"Ballet Prestige," a training
academy for the non-profit
professional New York State
Ballet. Jill has been cast as a
Buttercup and as an understudy Topiary in the New York
State Ballet performance Alice
in Wonderland on Oct. 13,
2018. We would like to invite
you, our church family, to
come out and support her.
There are two performance
times, 11:00 am and 2:00 pm
at the Penfield High School.
Look for the poster and some
cards for you to have on the
Church Life bulletin board in
the dining hall.
Tickets are on sale now at
https://nysb.simpletix.com or
by calling (855) GET-TIX2 or
(855) 438-8492

V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Lillian Barham
Hill Haven Nursing Home
1550 Empire Blvd
Webster, NY 14580

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620
Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Roger Hoadley
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way
Apt. 260
Penfield, NY 14526

Lois Smith
Fairport Baptist Homes
4646 Nine Mile Point Road
Room 1H04
Fairport, NY 14450

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625

Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526

Marvin Lown
Aaron Manor (613)
100 St. Camillus Way
Fairport, NY 14450

Mary Zinkand
The Episcopal Home
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115
Rochester, NY 14620

“Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least
of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for
me.”

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR SEPTEMBER ISSUE:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
DELIVERY DATE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2018

Next Month...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
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