
 

 

“Dear friends, do not be-
lieve every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because 
many false prophets have 
gone out into the world.” - 
1 John 4:1  
 
I have been studying 1 John 
this past year and I was 
struck by this verse. John 
was writing to a congrega-
tion that had experienced 
the impact of false teaching, 
particularly regarding the 
person, nature, and work of 
Jesus Christ. At the begin-

ning of chapter 4 of his first 
epistle, John reminds this 
congregation of the contin-
uing risk of false teaching 
and calls upon them to be 
discerning listeners. John 
calls them to “test” what 
they hear to see whether the 
teaching is from God. In 
this verse, John places per-
sonal responsibility on every 
member of the congregation 
to participate in this process 
of evaluating the teaching 
they are receiving. In her 
commentary on the letters 
of John, Karen Jobes sum-
marizes John’s main idea in 
this verse as follows: 

 
Not every claim for 
spiritual truth is valid, 
and the primary test is 
whether  the claim is 
consistent with ortho-
dox Christology that 
centers on the  incarna-
tion of Jesus Christ, Son 
of God. Many false 
prophets who are in  
“the world” are causing 

confusion and schism. 
John warns his readers 
not  to be gullible, but 
to test the teachings 
they hear against the 
message of  the author.1 

 
John calls on all believers to 
test the teachings they re-
ceive concerning Jesus. 

 
For the first recipients of 
John’s letters, this task re-
quired them to evaluate 
what they heard by what 
John had written to them 
and taught them. Thankful-
ly, we are in a much better 
position than those first 
recipients because we are 
now able to evaluate the 
teaching we receive by com-
paring it to the closed canon 
of Scripture. Thus, as Karen 
Jobes puts it, “When we 
hear teaching about the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, we can 
measure it against that can-
on of Scripture.”2 So, part 
of our obligation as believ-
ers is to be active and dis-
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Worship  Schedule 

9/4—9:30AM 

“Micah: What Does God 

Want From Us” 

Micah 6:1-8 

9/11—9:30AM 

“Signed, Sealed, & Deliv-

ered” 

Romans 4:1-12 

9/18—9:30AM 

New Sermon Series: 

James 

“The End of Suffering” 

James 1:2-4 

9/25—9:30AM 

Guest Preacher— 

Rev. Bill Dykstra 

“God and His Messy Family”   

Genesis 29:15-31  

10/2—9:30AM 

“God’s Word in Our Lives” 

James 1:19-27 

10/9—9:30AM  

“Rich & Poor” 

James 2:1-13 

10/16—9:30AM 

Guest Preacher— 

Rev. Steve Hall 

“Staying Power” 

Luke 18:1-8 

10/23—9:30AM  

“Faith & Works” 

James 2:14-26 

10/30—9:30AM 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

“From Garden To City: 

Our Covenant God” 

Genesis 3:23—24,  

Revelation 21:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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1 Jobes, Karen H.. 1, 2, and 3 John (Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on The New Testament series Book 18) (p. 175). 

Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition. 
2 Jobes, 184. 



 

 

cerning listeners of God’s 
Word, not mere passive re-
cipients. We are called to vet 
the teaching we receive to 
make sure it is in accord 
with the Scriptures.  

 
Why am I telling you this? 
Because on September 18th, 
Sunday School begins! As 
part of our newly launched 
Sunday School program we 
are offering one adult class 
this fall. It will be a sermon 
discussion. This is an op-
portunity for our congrega-
tion to do what John called 
us to do. This is our oppor-
tunity to “crowdsource” the 
Word of God. 

 
Google Dictionary defines 
“crowdsourcing” as follows: 

 
the practice of obtaining 
information or input 
into a task or project by 
enlisting the services of 
a large number of peo-
ple, either paid or un-
paid, typically via the 

internet. 
 
In the sermon discussion 
class, you will have an op-
portunity to be part of this 
crowdsourcing process re-
garding the sermon you 
heard that very Sunday. You 
will be able to get together 
with other people and evalu-
ate what you heard to see if 
it conforms to Scripture. 
Even more than that, you 
will have an opportunity to 
give the sermon new life by 
exploring together how we 
might apply it and live it 
out. In this class, the mono-
logue of the sermon will 
become a dialogue among 
believers. John tells you this 
is part of your obligation as 
a Christian, but I hope you 
attend the class for other 
reasons as well, such as a 
desire to grow in your faith 
and to help others do so as 
well. The point of this class 
is not so much to find fault 
in the preacher or to suggest 
how he might have done 

things better (although that 
is fair game), but rather it is 
about realizing what Paul 
wrote in Colossians 3:16 
“Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another 
in all wisdom.”  
 
I hope you will take what 
John and Paul have to say 
seriously and consider par-
ticipating in the sermon dis-
cussion class beginning on 
September 18th. Come and 
let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly! Come and 
teach and admonish one 
another! If you have chil-
dren, we also offer Sunday 
School classes for all grade 
levels up through senior 
high. Let’s crowdsource the 
Word together and see what 
God does among, and in, 
us.   

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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“This is an opportunity 

for our congregation to 

do what John called us 

to do. This is our 

opportunity to 

“crowdsource” the 

Word of God.”  

Announcing a New Ministry for Children Grades 4-6 

participate in the worship 

service. Parents will be able 

to assess what is best for 

their children. Children's 

Church will contain a Scrip-

ture lesson, music, prayer, 

and will be aimed at fully 

assimilating the children 

into the full worship experi-

ence. Children Church par-

ticipants will also be present 

in the service to observe the 

sacraments when they are 

celebrated. If you would like 

RCRC is pleased to an-

nounce a new optional pro-

gram for children grades 4-

6. After graduation from 

Children & Worship, some 

children are ready to fully 

participate in our worship 

service, but we recognize 

that some are not yet ready. 

Accordingly, beginning on 

September 18th, we will 

offer a Children's Church 

option for those children 

who are not ready to fully 

more information about this 

option, or if you would like 

to volunteer to be a leader/

helper, please contact Becky 

Hughes.  

-~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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Learn More About: 

• Sunday School 

• Youth Programs 

• Music Programs 

• Service Opportunities 

The Church Life Fair is Sunday, September 11 after the service, in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  

The purpose of  the fair is to give the congregation (and visitors, of  
course!) an opportunity to see what ministries we offer at RCRC and how 
they can get involved.  

People can serve or participate in all the ministries represented in 
the Church Life Fair. 

Check ‘em out! 

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!  
Congratulations to the 

RCRC softball team, who 

won the last game of the 

championship (15 to 10) of 

Webster Recreation’s ICSL 

Lower Division men's soft-

ball on Monday, August 15.  

 

 

The Players: 

 

 

Jay Falvo 

Woody Johnson 

Tim Hughes 

Danny Veenje 

Dave Punter 

Ben Cooper 

Jeff Kuryla 

Jonathan Chambery 

Dave Bardeen 

Russ Cattat 

James Leakey 

Dan Hooge 

Dan Kim  

Ryan Sperry 

Chris Fluit 



 

 

A Pie in the Face! We ended our Kids’ Camp with a Pie in the 

Face, not my face, but Senior High Youth Group Member 

Henry O’Brien’s face. Henry was chosen by popular vote to 

be hit with a whipped cream pie as our campers met the chal-

lenge of memorizing Matt. 7: 24-27 our Kids’ Camp 2022 

memory verse. We thank Henry for going beyond Kids’ 

Camp Counselor expectations!  

Kids’ Camp had the largest group of campers and staff in 

recent years. Each day 75 of us met from 9 am to 11:30 am to 

learn from Jesus’ parables about what the Kingdom of God is 

like. This past June, Julie Vande Brake and I met with Jr. and 

Sr. High youth to video skits for presentation at camp. Julie 

and I got together again a week before camp with Counselors 

in Training and older Youth Counselors to prepare us to be 

ready and supportive for the campers. We had a wonderful, 

knowledgeable, and supportive group of CIT’s and Counse-

lors this year. A big thank you goes out to everyone who 

worked as a team to create a positive environment at 

camp. Thank you to: Kristin Jamison, Julie Vande 

Brake, Gina Selvaggio, David Dill, Petra Letter, Donna 

Nauman, Jessica Tryon, Nancy Johnson, Bethany Miller, 

Becky Hughes, Amanda Bommelje, Matty Cooper, An-

na Rose Vande Brake, Joel Hughes, Zach Veenje, Henry 

O’Brien  CITS: Charles O’Brien , Lydia Graham, Da-

yanaliz Caraballo, Nayati Passmore,  Kyle Hughes, Katie 

Sung, Kaniyah Cooper, Rosie Tabon, Youngju Noh, 

Ava Billings, Oliver Miller, Wesley Tryon , Megan 

Stupplebeen, and  Gina Spinney. 

Thank you to a big crew of support from Dick Astifan , 

Lincoln Quick Print , Greg Skizim, Reba Veenje, Linda 

Haines, Pastor Anthony, Chrissy, Paul, Addie, and Faith 

Ferraraccio and Cass Shur.  

Our Memory Verse this year was Matthew 7:24-27: “Therefore, everyone who hears these words 

of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise person who built their house on the rock. The 

rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, yet it did not 

fall, because it had its foundation on the 

rock. But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them 

into practice is like a foolish person who 

built their house on sand. The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house, 

and it fell with a great crash.”  

Kids’ Camp 2022  Sharable Parables 

“Each day 75 of us met 

from 9 am to 11:30 am 

to learn from Jesus’ 

parables about what 

the Kingdom of God is 

like.”  
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The campers did a super job with memorization – the thought of seeing a counselor get 

a pie in the face really got things going! The following were the daily scripture and 

themes:  

Day 1  The Wise and Foolish Builders- Matt. 7:24-27   

  Jesus teaches us to build our life on Him by obeying Him  

Day 2   The Great Banquet   Luke 14:15-24   

  Jesus teaches us that God invites all kinds of people to become part of His  

family/ Kingdom 

Day 3  The Lost Son  Luke 15:11-32 

       Jesus teaches us to love and forgive each other the way God loves and forgives 

us.  

Day 4   The Good Samaritan   Luke 10:25-37 

   Jesus teaches us who our neighbors are and tells us we should love them  

  The Sower and the Seed  Matt 13: 3-8, 18-23 

  Jesus teaches us to keep telling others about Jesus because many will believe 

 

All of this was mixed with lots of fun, creativity, and action! We all had a wonderful week! Thank you RCRC Congregation for 

supporting this ministry. Our offering during camp  was school supplies for School 33, and our campers’ families were very 

generous!  

Please visit the Kids’ Camp table at the church Life Fair September 11th 

after worship service  to sign up for Kids’ Camp August 2023,  planning 

Begins January 2023. We need staff to help with Promotion,  gathering 

staff for the week of Camp, Communications, T Shirt, Drama produc-

tion, Registration, Curriculum Planning, Safe Church Coordination, Stag-

ing, Camper Family connections ,  Camp Schedule and Groups,  Photos 

and Follow up .   

Thank you,  

Ann Michele Bouwmeester  

 Kids’ Camp Coordinator  



 

 

Page 6  Church L i fe    

I continue with my 

occasional hobby 

project of writing new 

texts to accompany 

Genevan psalm tunes, 

and what you see 

nearby—“I Glorify the 

Most High”—is the most 

recent result.  

The tune, Genevan 128, 

seems eminently 

singable to me, though 

it disappeared from our 

pews when we switched 

from the gray Psalter 

Hymnal to the new Lift 

Up Your Hearts. If you’d 

like to hear Genevan 

128, try this link to a 

performance by 

guitarist Simone 

Caneparo, who plays all 

the Genevan psalms on 

his YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com//

watch?v=hs4TQEDqlzo. 

My version could be 

called “The Psalm of 

Nebuchadnezzar,” as 

quirky as that sounds, 

because the text is 

based on verses of 

Daniel 4 in which the 

Babylonian emperor, 

having suffered divine 

humiliation after 

boasting about his own 

glory and majesty, is 

compelled to 

acknowledge God’s 

sovereignty.  

I’ve designated this one 

“In honor of Anthony 

Selvaggio” not only 

because of my respect 

and admiration for him 

as our pastor but 

because his preaching 

from the early chapters 

of Daniel several 

months ago is what 

brought the Biblical 

story to my attention 

once again. 

~Jim Leunk 

New Texts for Old Tunes 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs4TQEDqlzo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hs4TQEDqlzo
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Sunday Mornings 11:15—12:00 

Classes begin on September 18 

 No Classes on: 

• November 27 

• December 25 

• January 1 

• February 9 

• April 9 

• May 28 

RCRC Education Committee 

Michelle Selvaggio, Chair 

Amanda Bommelje 

Tim Collins 

Becky Hughes 
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Our RCRC Sr. High 

Youth Lock-In on Sept. 

2-3 was attended by 10 

youth and 4 adults. We 

had tacos and watermel-

on on Friday evening, 

and then Steven Rodri-

guez joined us to lead 

the music during the 

worship portion of Fri-

day evening. We dis-

cussed the theme verse 

for this year: "Don't let 

anyone look down on 

you because you are 

young, but set an exam-

ple for the believers in 

speech, in conduct, in 

love, in faith and in puri-

ty."   

1 Timothy 4:12 

 

Kevin Smith helped out 

on Friday and most of 

Saturday, and I really 

appreciated having his 

help! On Saturday morn-

ing after breakfast, we 

went to Parkside's Whis-

pering Pines Miniature 

Golf (oldest min-

iature golf course 

in the United 

States). It was a 

lot of fun!! 

Thanks to our 

kind scorekeeper 

Joel Hughes who 

"adjusted" our 

scores, we all did 

better than we 

would have other-

wise!!  

 

We went back to church 

for lunch and to have a 

discussion/vote on the 

top choices for youth 

group activities for the 

year. The top three 

choices for the fun activ-

ities are: ropes course 

(Bristol Mountain), 

Bowling and skiing. We 

also have several service 

projects planned, includ-

ing a trip to the Boston 

area next summer.  

 

Ann Michele 

Bouwmeester arrived at 

church since Kevin had 

to leave after lunch. In 

the afternoon we had 

some free time and we 

also cleaned up the 

church. Around  

5:00 p.m., we left church 

to go to Warner Castle, 

Sunken Gardens and 

Highland Park. Of 

course most everyone 

had been to Highland 

Park before, but not 

many people had been to 

Warner Castle or the 

Sunken Gardens. We had 

Youth News! 
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A Seabreeze trip has been a 

tradition in August for our 

youth group in the past, but 

this year was especially 

memorable. There was a 

rainstorm starting early in 

the morning, but we met at 

church as planned at 10:30 

a.m. on Tuesday, August 23. 

It continued to rain hard up 

until the moment we arrived 

at Seabreeze. The parking 

lot was almost empty! We 

went in and the wind blew 

the remaining clouds away. 

The sun came out and we 

had the place almost to our-

selves for an hour or so un-

til more people began to 

arrive. Everyone had their 

group and we were 39 peo-

ple in all, including a few 

siblings and parents. 

Thanks to all the parents 

who helped!!! We had a 

photo contest and James 

Selvaggio won first prize for 

his photo of the Sr. High 

youth on Revolution 360. 

We all had fun and got to 

know each other better!!! 

Seabreeze Day! 

a great time exploring 

the gardens as shown in 

the photos.  

My husband Tim 

brought us a pizza for 

our picnic at Highland 

Park, and then we went 

to the "Stay Encouraged" 

Concert at Roberts Wes-

leyan College (led by Joe 

Gallo and other Roch-

ester worship leaders). 

It was a nice surprise to 

see that the cards 

they handed out for the 

concert had our theme 

verse printed on the 

front! Once the concert 

was over, we headed 

back to church. All in 

all, we had a fun lock-in 

and are looking forward 

to a new year of learning 

together from God's 

Word.  

 

Julie Vande Brake, 

Dir. of Youth Ministries 



 

 

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested 

in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com                       

Visitation Ministry 

Jean Haines 

Maplewood Nursing and 

Rehabilitation 

100 Daniel Drive 

Room 321 

Webster, NY 14580 

Ben Hoadley   

Shire Senior Living  

2515 Culver Road  

Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 

Brentland Woods 

3831 East Henrietta Road, 

Apt 110 

Henrietta NY  14467 
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For birthday list, please refer to the “Members” section 

(under the “More” tab of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or your district elder.  

Happy Birthday 

 The RCRC Prayer Chain has changed to an email driven prayer chain. Please send 

your prayer requests to the following email address to be forwarded on to the con-

gregation: rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com  

We believe that praying for each other is vital to the health of Rochester Christian Re-

formed Church. The Elders hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to pray 

with and for others. We will no longer be publishing a prayer page because the immediacy 

of the prayer email will better reflect our congregation’s prayer requests.  

If you would like to be added to or deleted from the prayer chain list, please contact  Shari 

Harrison via email at: jsnyhonda@gmail.com            Thank you 

RCRC Prayer Chain  

“When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  

New Arrival 

We rejoice with Audrey and Nick S. on the birth of their 

daughter, Ada Mae, on Wednesday, August 18, 2022. Mom 

and baby are both doing well. Please pray for Audrey, Nick 

and Nora Ann as they adjust to their new family member . 

mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
mailto:rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Chain
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Sept.—Oct. 

Offering Schedule 

 

September 

  4 CES  

11 Deacon’s Fund 

18 Int’l Missions 

25 General Ministries 

 

October 

  2 CES  

  9 General Ministries 

16 Int’l Missions 

23 Resonate Global 

Mission  

30 ROCBible  

 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 

Causes 

Mission News! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working with 

Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti 

(part of the CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 

locally The Open Door Mission and Cameron Community 

Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites can be 

found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 

(rochestercrc.org)   

Deacon’s Mid-Year Report 

As part of our semi-annual 

reporting to the congrega-

tion, the deacons want to 

advise the congregation on 

the current status of our 

giving in comparison to our 

budget and to offer a gen-

eral reminder to our in-

person and online audience 

on ways to give to support 

the ministries of RCRC. 

First, the current status of 

our giving in comparison to 

our budget: 

At this point in the year: 

• Receipts are $15.4K 

behind budget and 

$9.4K behind expenses 

YTD: (end of June) 

Budget:

 $194,329.68 

Receipts:

 $178,907.00 

Expenses:

 $188,319.67 

While contributions to 

RCRC were strong at the 

start of the year, they have 

been falling behind in recent 

months so that now we are 

about $15K behind budget. 

The deacons prayerfully 

encourage regular and re-

newed giving throughout 

the summer to catch up. 

Here is a reminder of the 

variety of methods you can 

use to contribute to the 

ministries of RCRC: 

● You can give in-person 

on Sunday morning by 

dropping a check or cash in 

the marked offering boxes 

in the back of the sanctuary 

● You can give by mailing a 

check to our church, or hav-

ing one electronically issued 

from your bank account. 

You can find the mailing 

address on our website. 

● You can give through e-

giving via our website - just 

go to the “more” tab on the 

far right of the screen and a 

drop down menu will ap-

pear that includes a giving 

option…this will allow you 

to give by EFT or credit 

card. 

We realize we regularly have 

new people engaging with 

our services, either online or 

in person, and the deacons 

are pleased to answer any 

questions you may have 

about how to give or about 

how your giving is used. If 

you have questions, you can 

reach out to one of our dea-

cons directly or simply email 

or call the church office and 

the office administrator will 

forward your question to 

the appropriate person. 

In conclusion, we greatly 

appreciate your faithfulness 

in giving that allows us to 

continue to Welcome In, 

Build Up, and Reach Out as 

a congregation. Thank you! 

~Christina Thompson, Deacon 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/


 

 

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR  

November-December 2022 ISSUE:  

Sunday, October 30, 2022 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” or “Newsletter” in the subject       

line of submissions) 

2750 Atlantic Ave.  

Penfield, NY 14526 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rochestercrc.org 

Phone: 585-381-7861 

Email: office@rochestercrc.org 

Church Life is published several times a year by the  

Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home

