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C HURCH L IFE
September “Virtual”
Worship Schedule
9/6 - 10:00AM
Sermon Series: Learning to Lament—This Is How it Ends
Lamentations 5:1-22

FALL SERMON SERIES PREVIEW

Beginning September 13
We will offer “In-Church”
Worship as well as
“Virtual” Worship
Pastor Anthony will begin
a new sermon series on
Ecclesiastes entitled,
“Under the Sun: Finding
Meaning in This Life”

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
In this month’s column, I want to introduce my fall sermon series which is scheduled to begin on September 13, 2020 (the
date of our scheduled reopening of inperson worship). The series is entitled,
“Under the Sun: Finding Meaning in
This Life” The biblical text for the series
is the book of Ecclesiastes. I know what
you are thinking, “The Old Testament

again?” I get it. Lamentations was hard
ground to cover and I was grateful that it
was a short series (maybe not as grateful as
you are!). After listening to Lamentations
you might be lamenting the thought of another series on an Old Testament book,
but hear me out on this because this series
will be quite different than the one on
Lamentations.
Lamentations, of course, is about suffering.
It offers unique historical and spiritual insights into how God’s people should understand and respond to suffering. Lamentations is a book about one subject viewed
with the focused precision of a microscope.
Ecclesiastes, on the other hand, is a very
different book from Lamentations. Ecclesiastes is a book about a myriad of things.
Deep things like the search for meaning
and the nature of time. Ecclesiastes is not,
however, just about deep and abstract
things. It is also about everyday things such
as work, worship, and wealth. Where
Lamentations offers us a microscopic look
at one subject, Ecclesiastes offers us a telescopic look at a constellation of various
subjects. What this means for you as a
member of the audience for this sermon
series is that you will be listening to ser-
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“In focusing our
attention on this life
rather than the next,
indeed, this book
contributes to the
correction of an all-toofrequent imbalance
throughout the ages in
Christian thinking,
which has sometimes
presented Christianity as
if it were more a matter
of waiting for something
than a matter of
living.”
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mons on a variety of topics (as opposed to
one) and all of them will be immediately
relevant to your life; because Ecclesiastes is
about real life, it is about this life, it is about
life “under the sun.”
That phrase, “under the sun,” is
repeated often in Ecclesiastes and it points
to the focus of the book being upon this
life rather than eternal life. This is what
makes the book highly practical because it
deals with issues common to all humans.
One of the distinct features of wisdom
books is that they are written to a universal
audience. What they have to say is applicable to all humans, but, of course, biblical
wisdom ultimately draws us to God as the
beginning and end of wisdom. The point is
that Ecclesiastes is relevant for modern
Christians living their lives “under the sun.”
Ian Provan made this observation of the
importance and relevance of Ecclesiastes
for modern Christians, “In focusing our
attention on this life rather than the next,

indeed, this book contributes to the correction of an all-too-frequent imbalance
throughout the ages in Christian thinking,
which has sometimes presented Christianity as if it were more a matter of waiting for
something than a matter of living.”1
The value of Ecclesiastes, however, is not just as a corrective to the constant
evangelical temptation to devalue this present life. Ecclesiastes also is powerfully
relevant in its clarion call to Christians to
resist the temptations of secularism when it
comes to life “under the sun.” Leyland
Ryken makes this point when he refers to
Ecclesiastes as “the most contemporary
book in the Bible. Ecclesiastes is a satiric
attack on an acquisitive, hedonistic, and
materialistic society. It exposes the mad
quest to find satisfaction in knowledge,
wealth, work, fame, and sex.”2
As you can see from this short preview,
God has much to teach us through Ecclesiastes and I hope this article has served to

Sermon Text

Sermon Title

1:1-11

Futility

1:12-2:26

Meaning

3:1-15

Time

3:16-4:6

Work

4:7-16

Community

5:1-7

Worship

5:8-6:9

Wealth

6:10-7:14

Adversity

7:15-29

Balance

8:1-17

Limits

9:1-12

Pleasure

9:13-10:20

Folly

11:1-6

Risk

11:7-12:8

Remember

12:9-14

God

Ian Provan, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (NIVAC) (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2001), 42.
1

Leland Ryken, “Ecclesiastes.” In A Complete Literary Guide to the Bible. Eds. Leland
Ryken and Tremper Longman III. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 274.
2
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whet your appetite for exploring what God
has to say to you through it. I will close this
article with an outline of the sermon titles
and texts that I will use in this sermon series (see table below). As you will note,
each title consists of just one word. I will,
of course, break up this series with sermons
appropriate to the church calendar
(Advent), church celebrations (Reformation
Day), and important cultural issues (the
Presidential election and other events of
national significance). I am following the
pericope divisions proposed by former Calvin Theological Seminary professor Sideny
Greidanus in his book, Preaching Christ from
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Ecclesiastes (Eerdmans, 2010). This is a masterful book and I will be relying on it heavily in my sermon preparation. If you would
like to read an accessible and thought provoking book on Ecclesiastes, you may wish
to try Living Life Backward by David Gibson
(Crossway, 2017).
~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

“ Y O U ’L L B E B AC K !”
A favorite song of our grandkids is “You’ll
Be Back” from the musical “Hamilton.” In
it King George sings to the American colonies that while they may want to separate
from England, he’ll make sure they’ll be
back. A creative church got hold of this
and did a parody of it around returning to
worship. You can see it here. Well, for us
that will be September 13, if nothing
changes. It won’t be the same as before;
there will be restrictions as far as how many
can attend, wearing masks, the level and
amount of singing, social distancing, fellowship…it’s all different. And yet how
good it will be to gather together once
more. It has been a full half year, 26 weeks,
(trust me, I’ve been keeping track) since we
last worshipped together in our sanctuary.
Thankfully, Pastor Anthony and the Council and the RCRC Church Staff have been
diligent in keeping us connected; to each
other and to God. And yes, we’ve expanded our use of video and our music licensing
rights to bring a fuller worship experience
to you each week. Many thanks to Kathy
Quinn for organizing all this, to Jim Quinn
for his help with video editing, and to our
amazing staff musicians; Jiaqi Shao and
Adam Potter, and our amazing guest musicians; Red and Kate Maroney-Wierenga,
Jim Leunk, Chrissy Ferraraccio, Sarah and
Katie Cok, Katie Passero, Rebecca Gilbert,
and a special thanks to Juli Elliot.

Make no mistake, September 13 will be
different. There will be a flood of emotions; from joy in being reunited to sorrow
for what we can’t do, at least not yet. The
good news is that it is a step forward, a
careful step, even tentative perhaps, but a
step nonetheless. I’m glad that we will have
a chance to be together, and that people’s
safety is being kept front and center. Our
hope, of course, is that as time goes on and
if the infection rate is stable, we’ll be able
to open up a bit more. Gradually. Carefully.
But moving ahead. I’m also excited about
the work being done to eventually provide
live-streaming of our services to those who
can’t be with us. In the meantime, please
remember our music and worship staff,
and Pastor Anthony as they prepare duplicate recorded and live services for our
church family. Welcome back!
~Gary Harris, Editor

“Make no mistake,
September 13 will be
different. There will be a
flood of emotions; from
joy in being reunited to
sorrow for what we can’t
do, at least not yet.”
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U P DAT E

“Our church’s finances
are healthy (though a bit
behind at the end of the
summer) — and will
continue to be healthy
with your
contributions.”

ON

CHURCH FINANCES

A few months ago the Finance Committee
provided a 2019/2020 status report on
RCRC Finances. What follows is an update
on our current situation. In short: We are
doing OK, but we have had a significant
slowdown in giving in July and August, so
RCRC will need your continued contributions to finish the year well.
Churches and individuals are continuing to
adjust their lives to the COVID epidemic,
figuring out how to reduce the risk of illness and death and balance those risks
against other life matters that we value.
At the beginning of the epidemic, RCRC
leadership was completely unsure how the
suspension of services and ministry programs would affect both our corporate
congregational life and our finances. Council followed government encouragement to
keep employees paid, even when we needed to be creative to find new ways for
them to contribute to our mission. We also
closed down the building in ways that reduced utilities — a savings of about $3000.
But in large part our expenses have been
comparable to last year.
Fortunately, the congregation has continued to support the church’s ministry and
so our income is similar to last year, except
that we will not receive the ~$6000 we are
donated each year for use of the building
by outside groups.
For January - August, our general fund
numbers are, for 2020 and 2019,
2020

2019

Budget

$249,419.54

$237,893.34

Income

$217,408.81

$213,193.25.

Expenses

$211,370.27

$215,803.95

As you can see we are about $32K behind
budget so far this year, compared to
$24.7K at the end of August last year. Our
expenses are down slightly this year from
last. So if we continue our fall and yearend giving as we have in previous years, we
will be in good shape for the year.

One unusual diaconal gift this year was to
make a $20,000 donation from RCRC reserves to two local food cupboards to help
them with the greatly increased need during the months of significant national and
local unemployment.
There is one other COVID-related difference for this year. Churches, along with
other small businesses, were eligible for
forgivable loans under the federal CARES
act, to be used to continue to pay staff
even if the church is closed for a while.
Not knowing what our circumstances
would be this year, in March, Council approved applying for such a loan. We were
awarded such a loan ($44288) based on
two months of 2019 payroll. The forgivable portion of the loan is yet to be determined (e-paperwork is submitted in September), but I expect all of it to be. We will
apply these funds, as required, to our payroll expenses, as we kept everyone on the
payroll. But that frees up other funds.
Council will soon decide what to do. Options include (a) returning it to the government (which might actually be difficult to
do and I have little assurance the funds
would be well used), (b) using our freed-up
donations to help non-profits that are
aligned with our ministry that have been
hard-hit during this pandemic, or (c) finding new ways to expand our own ministry.
In Summary
- Our church’s finances are healthy
(though a bit behind at the end of the
summer) — and will continue to be
healthy with your contributions.
- The mission of RCRC outside of our
church building, through the deacons, is
particularly critical right now, and your
donations will be well used.
- Questions and comments are welcome:
contact David Cok
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S C H O O L # 3 3 — B AC K

“Teachers will take
daily attendance and
will address the social
emotional well-being of
students as well as
teaching math, reading,
language arts, science,
social studies and other
subjects. The Ryan
Recreation Center that
is attached to School
#33 will be open for 4
hours a day as a
learning lab so students
can connect with a school
staff member and eat
breakfast.”

It’s back to school at School #33 and we
have played a part.
School will open in Rochester on September 14. But students won’t be in the buildings. They will be learning at home with
the support of their teachers. Some of the
at-home learning will be independent work
and other work will be with their teachers
via video.
The district is providing
Chromebooks and MiFi (mobile Wi-Fi hot
spot) to students who need them to complete their work.
Teachers will take daily attendance and will
address the social emotional well-being of
students as well as teaching math, reading,
language arts, science, social studies and
other subjects. The Ryan Recreation Center that is attached to School #33 will be
open for 4 hours a day as a learning lab so
students can connect with a school staff
member and eat breakfast.
This plan was chosen based on the desires
of city families and city teachers and will be
in place for the first 10 weeks. It will be
reevaluated to see how school will continue
after that. I’ve been in touch with several
School #33 faculty and they are all grateful
for our prayers and ask us to continue praying for them as they start a new school year
with so many challenges. Pray that students
will be engaged, families can be supportive
of the learning, teachers can be creative,
positive and diligent, and that students will
grow and thrive.
So how will RCRC support School #33 this
fall? First, thank you for the school supplies that were donated. I took them to
School #33 on August 28 (I’ll take the ones
from the August 30 communion service
after that). One teacher saw me and said,
“Are those supplies from your church?
You guys are the greatest!” An administrator said, “This is amazing, thank you so
much.” The School #33 teachers are putting together learning bags for students so
the supplies RCRC donated will help fill
those bags. At the request of Ms. Munoz,
the principal, the deacons bought tote bags
for each student to keep their school sup-

TO

SCHOOL

plies organized and together at home. This
should make learning at home a bit easier.
RCRC also is giving each faculty and staff
member a welcome back to school card that
was personalized at the party on the church
lawn. Thank you to Ed and Ann Michele
B., Ruth M., Nancy J. and Pastor Anthony
for helping write those notes. The cards
each had this message in addition to the
personal note:
Welcome back to a new school year. As
you face the challenges of this year may
you have patience and perseverance, wisdom and courage, joy and gratitude. May
your students grow academically as well as
emotionally and socially. May you all be
safe and healthy. We know it won’t be an
easy year. We want you to know we are
praying for you and your colleagues and
for your students and their families.
Thank you for your commitment and
your work. God bless you today and in
the year ahead.
I delivered those notes on August 28. The
assistant principal said, “Thank you. I’ve
saved every card I’ve gotten since the first
one. They are all beautiful.”
In addition to the card, Mary S. designed a
poster that was signed by several of us and
is up in the hall at School #33. Teachers
and other staff will see that poster as they
have meetings in the days prior to the opening of school.
Ruth M. and Nancy J. are participating in a
community outreach to families of School
#33 by making phone calls to connect with
them and provide information about the
“return to learn” plan for school this fall.
We will continue to work with the school as
much as we can even though we can’t volunteer in classrooms. Look for announcements about how you might support School
#33. And continue to pray for School #33
and for all schools and families as this new
school year begins.
~Nancy Johnson
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTED IN
AUGUST 2020 FOR SCHOOL #33
883 Total Items Collected

Welcome Back Poster for Teachers
and Staff Designed by Mary S.

Boxes of “Learning Bags” for
Students using RCRC donated items.

Welcome Back to School Card
Writing Lawn Party

55 pencil sharpeners
76 pens—48 black, 8 blue ink, 20 red ink
8 plastic pencil boxes
31 cloth pencil pouches
36 composition notebooks—34 lined, 2 graph notebooks
3 small pads of paper
8 packs of lined notebook paper
145 2 pocket folders—90 paper and 36 plastic 19 coated
52 boxes of colored pencils—8 boxes of 10 each, 37 boxes of
12 each, 7 boxes of 24 each
43 packages of glue sticks—3 boxes of 30 each, 8 packs of 12
each, 11 packs of 8 each, 3 packs of 6 each, 18 packs of 2
each
31 bottles of glue
40 packages of pencils—4 packs of 8 each, 1 pack of 20, 1
pack of 10, 3 packs of 16, 19 packs of 12, 12 packs of 24
35 packages of sharpened pencils—20 packs of 18, 1 package
of 30, 3 of 10 each, 2 of 24 each, 3 of 12 each, 6 packs of 4
each
47 packages of markers—3 packs of 10 each thin line, 1 pack
of 8 dry erase, 1 pack of 8 permanent markers, 7 packages of
12 each broad line, 3 packages of 8 broad line, 32 packages of
10 broad line,
76 boxes of crayons—2 boxes of 8 large, 13 boxes of 16, 6
boxes of 64, 55 boxes of 24
141 notebooks—42 1 subject college-ruled, 96 1 subject
wide-rule, 2 3 subject notebooks
8 packages of erasers—1 pack of 40 pencil toppers, 3 packs
of 6 each, 2 packs of 2 each. 2 packs of 3 retractable erasers,
1 pack of 3 erasers plus 12 pencil toppers
4 packs of highlighters—4 each
6 pairs of child’s scissors
15 wooden rulers
3 notebook/binders
1 small notepad
1 tote/container
1 pack sheet protectors
1 pack page dividers
2 packages of name tags/labels
2 mini dry erase boards
1 pack china markers
2 boxes of sidewalk chalk
1 box pushpins
1 Canon ink cartridge
2 letter openers
1 mini stapler
2 staple removers
2 bags of Frito Lay classic mix snacks—18 snacks per bag
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YOUTH NEWS

“Thanks to all the
youth who helped with
planting seeds, watering
the garden, weeding and
harvesting”

This last week we harvested the
potatoes in the community garden.
A few of the youth had fun
digging in the dirt to discover the
red potatoes in the dark earth, like
hunting for hidden treasures. The
potatoes have been given to
Heritage Munyakuri to share
with families at El Shaddai Free
Methodist Church. Heritage used
to be a child soldier in Congo and
now he is a pastor in Rochester.
They have appreciated the squash,
beans, kale and tomatoes as well.
Thanks to all the youth who
helped with planting seeds, watering Tim Vande Brake, Heritage Munyakuri, Timothy Vande
the garden, weeding and harvesting:
Kevin Little, Trevor Smith, Elizabeth and Sr. High - Ice Cream and Bike Ride on
Amanda Kuryla, Joanna Weeks, Timothy the Canal - Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 AM – 2
and Anna Rose Vande Brake. Thanks also PM
to Emma Vande Brake for all her help with First Regular Sr. High Meeting at the
the garden project.
Vande Brakes Sunday, Sept. 20, 6 - 8:30
Soon we will be starting up our regular PM.
youth group meetings. We plan to have There will LOTS of yummy food and a
socially distanced youth group meetings campfire in the backyard...don't miss the
that follow guidelines for event gatherings. fun!! In Sr. High this fall we will be
For the month of September and for as following the chapters in the
long as we can in October, we plan to have book Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard
these meetings primarily outdoors so that Questions for the World's Largest Religion by
we will be safer and have less restrictions.
Rebecca McLaughlin
Jr. High at Genesee Country Village Saturday, Sept. 19 - 10:00-12:30 AM.
Bring a bagged lunch. Cost is free to youth
group members, $10 for others joining us
(siblings are welcome to join us as long as
parents are chaperones for the event).
First regular Jr. High meeting Wednesday, Sept. 23 - 6:30-8:00 PM.
We will begin this year by reading Pilgrim's
Progress, retold in contemporary language
by Gary Schmidt (Chair of the English
Dept. at Calvin College). This volume
offers a contemporary retelling of Bunyan's
classic, masterfully illustrated with fifty
dramatic watercolors by Barry Moser.
~ Julie Vande Brake
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SBTW (SUMMER’S BEST TWO WEEKS) 2020

“Thank you to our
RCRC family for your
support and prayer
during camp this year.
Please continue to pray
as we start planning for
2021!”
We are blessed to have been able to do
camp in some form this year. Though it
might have looked different we were still
able to provide a camp experience for
our families. We had over 10 staff members volunteer their time to make videos
of activities, cheers, and songs and we
had over 30 families who participated in
our virtual camp.
Thank you to our RCRC family for your
support and prayer during camp this year.
Please continue to pray as we start planning for 2021! Glory Goes to God!
~Dianka Sobiech

P age 1 0
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CALVIN UNIVERSITY

“As an alumnus I
always had a positive
attitude toward the
college, but I came away
from every Board
meeting with the sense
that the Christian focus
and mission had
intensified in the past
40+ years, likely helped
by expansion beyond
serving predominantly
CRC students.”

The Christian Reformed Denomination
owns and operates Calvin College, now
University, a Christian liberal arts and preprofessional school, in operation since
1876. As it is a denominational institution,
representatives from the CRC churches
make up a majority of the Board of Trustees. Several members of RCRC have
served as volunteer Board members nominated by Classis; they represented the
churches in states along the Atlantic coast:
Ed Wierenga from 1997-2002, Andy Elliot
is currently on the Board, and David Cok
just finished a 6-year term.
My active participation was on the Audit
and Academic Affairs committee. The Audit committee (along with assessing financial statements and arranging internal and
external audits) focussed on identifying and
mitigating risks to the institution, from IT
security to faith focus to disaster preparedness to debt reduction. The Academic Affairs committee had the privilege of assessing and interviewing faculty, discussing
and approving new directions in academic
programs, new core educational requirements, accreditation, moving to a University mindset and the like. That latter, the renaming as a University, reflects the reduction in the overall US population of college
-bound 18-year-olds, the continuing growth
in students not from the CRC, growth in
international students, such as from evangelical churches in Africa, the growth in
interest in pre-professional and in graduate
programs, and in lifelong learning by adults
of all ages. The biggest current challenges
the college faces are those common to all
colleges right now: fewer college-age students and how to handle the COVID epi-

demic. (On that point, the college is planning an in-person education this fall—see
their website.)
As an alumnus I always had a positive attitude toward the college, but I came away
from every Board meeting with the sense
that the Christian focus and mission had
intensified in the past 40+ years, likely
helped by expansion beyond serving predominantly CRC students. In my current
interactions, I observed that the Board and
the institution’s leadership are firmly rooted
and dedicated Christians, highly competent
at what they do, and diligent in making the
institution the best it can be. Further that
the faculty, staff, students and University
itself have formed an unapologetically
Christian environment in which both student life and academic scholarship and
learning are carried out. Interviews and
writing by faculty testify to their ability and
desire to apply their faith commitment to
their teaching and learning. Calvin continues to be highly ranked nationally, for academics, but also for aspects like health services, and especially as a Christian college.
It certainly lives out its mission: to think
deeply, to act justly, and to live wholeheartedly as Christ’s agents of renewal. Anyone
seeking a solid Christian college education
can hardly do better
~ David Cok
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Guatemala Update
from Lucy, staff member for World Renew Guatemala

September 2020

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ in Rochester,
Receive greetings and blessings from World Renew Guatemala. Many things have changed all over the world since this
pandemic started. But we want to let you know that we staff members, thanks be to God, are safe and healthy!
Here is what has been going on in Guatemala. All public and private schools and universities are still closed to inperson classes and are supposed to finish 2020 by virtual lessons. But most of the public schools don’t have the resources
to do this so those children are not getting any education. All of Guatemala’s borders are still closed, but they are planning
to open the airport soon as all the tourist economy is suffering, with lots of hotels, restaurants, and travel agencies having
announced bankruptcy.
COVID-19 cases are continuing here in Guatemala. Daily there are more than 1,000 new positive cases. In the present
Guatemala has over 75,000 reported cases of COVID and unfortunately almost 3,000 people have died. Our World Renew Guatemala staff has been working from home since March 15 but we are planning to start our normal schedules in
the office soon. As staff, we truly believe what Philippians 4:6 says: “Do not be anxious about anything, but by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Only God knows his plans and we don’t doubt of his perfect
love and mercy to us.
With our partner ADIP, which your church group visited last summer, the Maternal and Child Health program has
completed its pilot program phase and after the evaluation is complete we believe this program will continue. In this program, in five rural communities, the participants use the Care Group model in working to prevent chronic malnutrition in
children aged 0 to 2 years. The ADIP staff held a ceremony to give each “mother leader” in the communities a small
recognition to let them know that their work during these past years was incredible and that they are very thankful to these
women for the many hours they spent to support other mothers in preventing malnutrition of their babies.
Fernando from the ADIP staff has been working in
the COVID disaster response, delivering food and basic
needs to people most affected. It hasn’t been an easy job
selecting families to receive the help, as most of the families are in need. But ADIP is trying its best.
Julian, the head of ADIP, has been recovering very
well after his foot surgery. Thank you for your prayers for
him! He is not at 100% strength, but is working hard anyway. We can tell that God has been good with the ADIP
staff, keeping them safe and healthy during these past
months! The areas where the ADIP communities are located now have people testing positive for COVID, but
none in the actual communities so far. But people in the
ADIP communities are suffering from lack of food now
that they can’t sell their crops and fish due to COVID restrictions.
And now this week the tropical storm Nana is also a risk for this part of the country. This will make it even harder for
the families in the communities ADIP works with, and we are already planning how we can support them.
Please continue to pray for us and for all the people in the communities ADIP works with! We pray for you every day
and we hope to see you in the future. May God bless your church and your families.
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“This event is important
to Cameron's
fundraising. Cameron is
hosting RCSD students
full time this Fall to help
provide crucial guidance
and support for virtual
learning.”
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A major fundraiser for Cameron Community Ministries is their “A Taste of Cameron” event, a night of food and beverage
tastings from local establishments. This
year, as with so many events, it will be different. Enter “A Taste of Cameron—At
Home”, an opportunity to experience a
take-out version of the event.
When
Friday, October 23, 2020
4:30 PM to 8:00 PM EDT

Lastly, guests will be able to enjoy an
online silent auction as well as an optional
virtual Happy Hour hosted by Cameron's
Donor Societies*.

Where
Kin Event Space
52 Sager Drive
(Behind Living Roots)
Rochester, NY 14607

Upon registration, a separate link will be
sent for you to make your meal and drink
selections as well as to secure your pick up
time slot. Deadline to register is October
16th. Don't delay!

If you've been to our Tasting event before,
you know what a great event it is. This
year, instead of guests gathering together
to sample many different selections from
multiple vendors, we will have three incredible meal choices offered solely
by Root Catering. Guests will have the
choice to add a signature Cameron cocktail
or a bottle (or two!) of wine provided
by Living Roots Wine & Co. And it's all togo!
Guests will be provided with a time slot to
pick up the meals from Kin Event Space.
Staff will be there to safely greet you before you leave to enjoy your meal at home.
Family style options will be available if you
wish to have a small group dinner party at
home. Floral arrangements are also available to liven your table.

This event is important to Cameron's
fundraising. Cameron is hosting RCSD
students full time this Fall to help provide
crucial guidance and support for virtual
learning. Proceeds generated by A Taste
of Cameron - at Home will benefit this
invaluable program.
Register here:

*Donor/Legacy Society Members receive
10% off! Not yet a member? Join Today!
Have questions? Contact me directly. We
look forward to your participation in this
fabulous event!
Sincerely,

Jen Muniga
jennifer.muniga@cameronministries.org
(585) 254.2697
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THE

F E L L OW SH I P T E A M

Rev. Tineke Cornelison
Minister of Invitation and Inclusion

Fellowship. Dictionaries hover near the
same definition: referring to a relationship
existing of two or more people who see
each other are equals, peers, with similar
interests, ideas, are honest, encourage one
and other.
The Fellowship Committee is made up of
the ministries listed below. Do you see a
ministry in which you may be interested or
gifted? Please speak to the leaders of the
ministry and explore how you may be able
to give ideas, or help with some of the
work. Be part of these ministries: when
everyone does a little a lot gets

NEWS

FROM

accomplished for the Church family and for
God’s glory.
Bereavement Care: Alice and Gary Harris
Koinonia Night: Jeff Kuryla, Dan Veenje
Church Life Newsletter: Gary and Alice
Harris
Sunday Fellowship Coordinator: MaryAnn
LaPolla
Prayer Chain: Shari Harrison
Intercessory Prayer: Intercessors are in the
narthex or in room 2 (next to the library)
after the morning service
Wedding Hostess: Ginny Kuryla
Visitation Ministry: Shari Harrison
Sunday Morning Greeters: Ann Michelle
Bouwmeester
Social Event Coordinators: Shari Harrison
and tineke
Primetimers: Tineke Cornelison
The Team is looking for someone to
oversee visits to persons in nursing homes,
other facilities, who live alone, who need
help, rides, company, attention and prayer.
Would you be interested? We’d let you
choose your own title.
Or how about a group of about 4 or 5 to
sing in a nursing home or at an assisted
living facility. Do you have suggestions for
the team? Talk to Shari Harrison or Tineke
Cornelison.
~Tineke Cornelison

CHRIS FLUIT
Former RCRC Pastor Chris Fluit shared some good news this
past week:
“I am pleased to tell you that I have accepted the
position of Manager of Spiritual Care at Highland
Hospital in Rochester, NY, where I've been working for
the past two years as a Part-Time Chaplain. I move into
my new position on September 6 and will be full-time.
God bless you all”
Congratulations, Pastor Chris!

“Do you see a
ministry in which you
may be interested or
gifted? Please speak
to the leaders of the
ministry and explore
how you may be able
to give ideas, or help
with some of the
work.”
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For birthday list, please
refer to the “Members”
section (under the “More”
tab of the RCRC website.)
Need the password?
Contact the church office or
your district elder.

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609
Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625

V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are interested in visiting a shutin, please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526

O U R CH U RC H FA M I LY
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is emailed out every 2 weeks
from the Church Office. Printed copies are available on the greeter table in the narthex or you may call the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC
mail slot.
The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information”
section under the “More” tab.
Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you, or for you, each Sunday
morning in room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes following the morning worship service. Written requests may be placed in the box in the room. All information
is kept confidential.

C hur c h L i f e

BABIES
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AND

BAPTISMS

Clara (big sister), Elliott and Nathaniel Harding
Grandchildren of Ed and Beth Harding.
Children of Evan and Jenna Harding.

Pieter and Carol Smeenk (Oma and Opa)
Daughter Amanda Carpenter and her husband
Jeff. Big brother Charlie and baby Caroline.

Tommy Lloyd Singleton, son of John
and Katie Singleton.

Isabella, daughter of Nick and Dianka
Sobiech , new sister of Emilia and new
granddaughter of Ouma Christine and
Oupa Johan LeRoux was born March 8.
Isabella received the sacrament of
baptism August 2. Thanks be to God!

Noah Fink, born Tuesday 9/1 at 8:14am.
Son of Chris and Kari Fink, new brother
of Madeline and grandson of Tom and
Diane Scott.

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR NOVEMBER-DECEMBER ISSUE:
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020
DELIVERY DATE: NOVEMBER 1, 2020

Next Issue...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)

Church Life is published several times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.
Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.
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