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WHAT IS JESUS SAYING TO THE CHURCH?...AND DO 
WE HAVE EARS TO HEAR? 

September -October ,  2021   

CHURCH  L IFE  

On September 12, 2021, I will begin a new 
sermon series from Revelation. The series 
will be particularly focused on the seven 
“letters” to the churches located in Revela-
tion chapters 2 and 3. There are many 
things that led me in this direction for my 
next series.  

First, there was the publication of Jeffrey 
A.D. Weima’s excellent new book The Ser-
mons to the Seven Churches of Revelation 
(Baker Books, 2021). Weima is a professor 
at Calvin Theological Seminary and his 
work is widely recognized in the broader 
church. Second, the seven “letters” provide 
a nice and tidy organizational model for a 
short sermon series: seven letters, seven 
sermons. Third, and most importantly, the 
seven “letters” represent Christ speaking to 
the church at a time when the church was 
under pressure. For some reason this 
seems apropos for this time. 

You may have noticed that I keep putting 
the word “letters” in quotation marks. The 
reason I am doing that is because these 
“letters” are not really letters. The so-called 
“letters” of Revelation do not follow the 
epistolary paradigm that we find, for exam-
ple, in the Pauline epistles. It is always hard 
to shake historical monikers, but it is truly 
better to think of these “letters” as ser-
mons. Weima reveals this corrective meas-
ure in the title to his book, The Sermons 
to the Seven Churches of Revelation. What 
this means is that we have seven sermons, 

September—October 
Worship  Schedule 

9/5 - 10:00AM 
Just Jesus Series—”You in 
Christ” 
Colossians 2:4-10 

9/12 - 10:00AM 
“Dear Ephesus” 
Revelation 2:1-7 

9/19 - 10:00AM 
“Dear Smyrna” 
Revelation 2:8-11 

9/26 - 10:00AM 
“Dear Pergamum” 
Revelation 2:12-17 

10/3—10:00AM 
Guest Preacher 
Mitch Herring 

10/10—10:00AM  
“Dear Thyatira” 
Revelation 2:18-29 

10/17—10:00AM  
“Dear Sardis” 
Revelation 3:1-6 

10/24—10:00AM  
“Dear Philadelphia”  
Revelation 3:7-13 

10/31—10:00AM 
Reformation Day 
SOLA SCRIPTURA 

11/7—10:00AM 
“Dear Laodicea” 
Revelation 3:14-22 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

https://youtu.be/xjlna6CPY3Q


 

 

Page 2  Volume 41 ,  Issue 5  

preached by Jesus, to seven “historical” 
churches. 

There I go again with the quotation marks - 
“historical” churches. Why did I put 
“historical” in quotation marks? Well, it is 
not because these seven churches were not 
historical. All seven churches to whom Je-
sus preached (Ephesus, Smyrna, Perga-
mum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea) were real historical churches. So, 
my quotation marks are in no way implying 
a lack of historicity regarding these church-
es. Rather, I placed the word “historical” in 
quotation marks because it would be a mis-
take to interpret these sermons as only ap-
plying to these historical churches. You see, 
the sermons Jesus preached to these histor-
ical churches are also sermons for us. The 
sermons are intended to be historically 
grounded, but yet universally applicable. 
They are meant to be timeless sermons for 
the church. Why do I say that? Well, first 
there is the fact that there are “seven” of 
these sermons. We know the importance of 
“seven” in the Bible and how it expresses 
completeness and perfection. This indicates 
to the careful reader that something more 
is going on here. In addition, the literary 
structure of the text also speaks to its uni-
versality. Most scholars agree that Revela-
tion 2-3 is structured in a form a chiasm: 

 
A  Ephesus 
 
 B  Smyrna 
 
 C  Pergamum 
 
 D  Thyatira 
 
 C’  Sardis 
 
 B’  Philadelphia 
 
A’  Laodicea 

 
The positioning of Thyatira in the center of 
the chiasm highlights its importance. When 
we read that sermon we find at its center 
(the center of the center, if you will) the 
only  plural reference to “churches” outside 
of the general “call to hear” formula which 
exists in all seven sermons:  

Revelation 2:23b...And all the churches 
will know that I am the one who searches 
minds and hearts, and I will give to each of 
you as your works deserve (NRSV). 

These structural indicators are highly sug-
gestive of the universal application of these 
messages to all churches, including RCRC. 
What this means is that the seven sermons 
of Revelation are sermons preached by 
Jesus to us. My hope is that, during these 
trying times, we will be open to listening to 
what Jesus has to say to our church. Listen-
ing is key. Particularly when Jesus is speak-
ing to us. As noted earlier, in each of these 
sermons we find repeated verbatim a “call 
to hear”: “Let anyone who has an ear listen 
to what the Spirit is saying to the church-
es.” Jesus has something he wants to say to 
us. The question for us all is: Do we have 
ears to hear? 

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
 
 
 

 

“You see, the sermons 
Jesus preached to these 
historical churches are 

also sermons for us. The 
sermons are intended to 
be historically grounded, 

but yet universally 
applicable. They are 
meant to be timeless 

sermons for the church.” 
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W O R S H I P  C O O R D I N AT O R  U P DAT E  

I have the privilege of being enrolled in a yearlong 
on-line program entitled “Online Certificate in 
Worship Leadership” through Samford Universi-
ty located in Birmingham, Alabama.  Along with 
several other CRC Worship planners plus other 
non-CRC students, I will have an opportunity to 
dig deeper into the principles and practices of 
worship leadership.  The course description de-
scribes it this way: “this certificate is a great place 
to start if you are new to worship leadership or if 
you have been leading for a while and would ben-
efit from additional theological training.”  The 
program is broken down into four courses: 

Course One: Introduction to Worship 
Leadership (8/24-10/12): This course sur-
veys basic principles and skills for worship 
planning and leadership. 

Course Two:  Designing Creative Worship 
(10/26-12/14): This course presents musical, bib-
lical, and philosophical principles that inform the 
design of public Christian worship.  

Course Three: Biblical, Historical and Theologi-
cal Foundations for Worship (1/25-3/15): This 
course seeks to give an understanding of the histo-
ry of worship to equip leaders to be more biblical-
ly and theologically astute as they lead.  Particular 
attention in this course will be given to the applica-
tion of principles through guided reflection on 
concrete worship practices including congrega-
tional prayer, scripture reading, and celebrations of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Course Four: The Worship Pastor (3/29-5/17): 
This course is aimed at developing leaders of mu-
sic and worship into pastorally sensitive leaders by 
examining the roles, function, and theological 
considerations for the practice of pastoral worship 
ministry. Particular attention will be given to the 
worship leader's spiritual formation in private and 
corporate contexts. 

I am grateful and excited for this opportunity but 
it has been a long time since I have been in school!  
Please pray I will be a good student with the 
amount of reading and writing that is called for!  
And that I will learn to be even more effective in 
leading our church to worship well.   

With gratitude for your prayers- 

 ~Kathy  Quinn, Worship Coordinator 

“Please pray I will be a 

good student with the 

amount of  reading and 

writing that is called for!  

And that I will learn to 

be even more effective in 

leading our church to 

worship well.”   

Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every Sun-
day. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

9/5 Christian Education Society 

9/12 Deacon’s Fund  

9/19  International Missions 

9/26 RCRC General Ministries 

S E P T E M B E R -O C T O B E R  O F F E R I N G S  

10/3 Christian Education Society 

10/10 RCRC General Ministries 

10/17 International Missions  

10/24 Resonate Global Missions 

10/31 ROC Bible 

Kathy Quinn, Worship Coordinator 

https://heritagechristianservices.org/about/community-impact-programs/international-ministries-2/
https://heritagechristianservices.org/about/community-impact-programs/international-ministries-2/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
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[KOP’s] mission is “To 

provide comprehensive 

resettlement assistance to 

endangered wartime 

allies who served U.S. 

interests in conflict and 

war zones”.  

The crisis in Afghanistan has created a unique opportunity for the Rochester community.  
Kathrine and I are new volunteers with an organization called Keeping Our Promise 
(KOP). Its mission is “To provide comprehensive resettlement assistance to endangered 
wartime allies who served U.S. interests in conflict and war zones”.  

Keeping Our Promise, Inc. is the most comprehensive resettlement program for Afghan, 
Iraqi and Kurdish interpreters and support personnel in the United States today. This or-
ganization was recently highlighted in a New York Times article that indicated that Roch-
ester is one of only 25 communities in the U.S. settling Afghan refugees who worked 
alongside U.S. soldiers!  

117 Afghan, Iraqi and Kurdish war-time allied families totaling 376 individuals have been 
resettled in Rochester under the Special Immigrant Visa Program with help from KOP 
volunteers since Oct. 2014. They have given these families complete home furnishings, 
and over half received cars under our Wheels for Work car grant program.  

I spoke with the Executive Director, Ellen Smith, and she indicated that KOP has been 
told to prepare for 200 individuals! This is overwhelming for an organization that has re-
cently averaged 30 families a year.  

We’ve asked the RCRC Council to consider sponsoring a family and volunteering to be a 
“Caring Circle” that supports one family with car rides to doctor’s appointments, opening 
a bank account, how to write checks, trips to the grocery store, etc. The need is now.  

You can volunteer by clicking the “VOLUNTEER” button on the KOP website https://
www.keepingourpromise.org/program-descriptions.html. KOP has an immediate need for 
someone to input information into a database and someone else to create a listing/
database of items in their warehouse. Please contact me if you intend to volunteer. My 
email is KPupstate@gmail.com and cell is 302-690-6122. 

 

~Ken Page 

C R I S I S  I N  A F G H A N I S T A N — K E E P I N G  O U R  
P R O M I S E  

https://www.keepingourpromise.org/program-descriptions.html
https://www.keepingourpromise.org/program-descriptions.html
mailto:KPupstate@gmail.com?subject=Keeping%20Our%20Promise
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Kids’ Camp 2021 Staff 

Staging: Chrissy Ferraraccio, 
Ferraraccio family, Cass Shur , Alice 
Harris  

Material Donations:  Ellen Harp 

T Shirts - Design:  Dianka 
Sobiech, Chrissy Ferraraccio; 
Production:  Richard Astifan;  
Lincoln Printing  

Music –   Kristen Jamison -Leader; 
Gina Spinney - Assistant 

Technology – James Selvaggio, 
Michelle Selvaggio 

Snack –   Alice Harris , Gina 
Selvaggio 

Bible –   Susan Gilbert Collins, 
Nancy Johnson - Leaders; Josh 
Collins – Helper 

Craft –    Becky Hughes, Petra 
Letter, Rebekah Cooper, Dianka 
Sobiech, Mary Ann La Polla, Amy 
Cline - Leaders; Matty Cooper , 
Youngju Noh - Helpers 

Games – Amanda Bommelje, Kelly 
Hooge – Leaders; Addie Ferraraccio 
- Helper  

Monday Registration and Admin 
Assistant– Reba Veenje 

Facilities – Greg Skizim, Linda 
Haines 

Camper Helpers -  Dori and Anna 
Goho, Sam Collins, Wesley Tryon, 
Phoebe Xu, Gracie Bao, Megan 
Stupplebeen, Zach Veenje, Geoff 
Cooper, Oliver Miller, Juliet Bridge, 
Kaniyah Cooper, Rosey Tabon 

Photographers – Ann Michele 
Bouwmeester, Dianka Sobiech, 
Reba Veenje 

Drama Team – Elizabeth Kuryla, 
Amanda Kuryla, Anna Rose Vande 
Brake, Peter Vande Brake, Zach 
Veenje, James Selvaggio 

Camp Registration  – Reba Veenje 

Encouragement and Support – 
Pastor Anthony, Qiuiy Wang 

Putting Pieces together – Ann 

Michele Bouwmeester 

K I D S ’  C A M P  2 0 2 1   C R E A T I O N  C E L E B R A T I O N !   

There is not one blade of grass, there is 
no color in this world that is not intend-
ed to make us rejoice.  - John Calvin 

And rejoice we did at Creation Celebra-
tion RCRC Kids’ Camp 2021!  

Every morning was filled with laughter, 
singing, prayer, working and snacking to-
gether. Yes, we had lots of fun, made new 
friends and celebrated God’s gift to us of 
Jesus who redeems all of God’s creation. 

God’s goodness and provision was evident 
in the planning and throughout the days of 
Kids’ Camp. 

Thank you to the congregation for support-
ing this ministry with resources, time and 

efforts! This RCRC ministry is strong and 
served 22 families and their children from 
many churches and neighborhoods.  We 
had a large camp this year with 60 camp-
ers/youth helpers and 15 adults.  

Kids’ Camp Memory Challenge:  Praise 
the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in 
the heights! Praise Him, all His angels; 
praise Him, all his host! Praise Him, sun 
and moon; praise Him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens  and you 
waters above the heavens! Let them praise 
the name of the Lord, for He commanded 
and they were created. Psalm 148: 1-5  
NRSV 

~Ann Michele Bouwmeester 
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“Whatever the piece, 

each must hold some 

intrinsic meaning for you 

that represents 

resurrection, hope and 

comfort, or some kind of  

manifestation, 

recollection/reflection of  

glory, some sense of  

light, joy, or precious 

moment in time.” 

C A L L  F O R  E N T R I E S  

As indicated in  Tuesday Tidbits, we have a 
new team in place for the banner program. 
We are thrilled with all the positive feed-
back on the Ordinary Time ensemble. As 
you can imagine, the banners and para-
ments took some time to complete, which 
is why the Advent and Christmas sets are in 
process at this writing. We also want to get 
started on Easter and with that involve the 
congregation. On Easter we historically 
have adorned our walls with banners 
gleaming in white with gold strips of fabric. 
For the new Easter 2022 banners, we want 
participation from the congregation!  

We are looking for swatches of fabric from 
your home, be it a vintage handkerchief, a 
square from a beloved spouse’s shirt, a 
remnant from a craft project, a cut from a 
quilt, a remnant from a dress from your 
first date, an old tie you wore to a special 
wedding, or cloth that lined a gift box. 
Whatever the piece, each must hold some 
intrinsic meaning for you that represents 
resurrection, hope and comfort, or some 
kind of manifestation, recollection/
reflection of glory, some sense of light, joy, 
or precious moment in time. Multi-cultural 
and multi-generational experiences are also 
encouraged.  

The creative team will do its best to use all 
the swatches, yet may not be able to include 
them all due to design factors and size re-
strictions. The chosen pieces will be ap-
pliqued to the new set of Easter banners. 

If anyone is willing to share what their 
piece of fabric means to them, please attach 

your reflections with your piece of fab-
ric, or email me your thoughts along 
with a photo of the fabric piece you’re 
donating: KHPupstate@gmail.com 

Deadline: by December 31, 2021  

Delivery: Pieces of fabric may be deliv-
ered to the church in a box marked 
“Easter banner fabrics” 

Criteria: All fabric must be in pastel 
colors in any type or weight except no 
leather, fur, or vinyl  

Size: Pieces must be cut no larger than 
10 x 10 inches and no smaller than 5 x 

5 inches. Handkerchiefs need not be cut 

Number of "entries": Up to ten (10) pieces 
per person 

Please contact Kathrine Page for further 
information. 

Banner Team Members: Kathrine Page, 
Petra Letter, Jeff Harp, Dave Dill, Michelle 
Selvaggio  

 

mailto:khpupstate@gmail.com?subject=Easter%20Banners
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Prodigal Psalm 

Lord, I have followed my own lead 

so long that it is hard to hear 

your voice, harder to do as you 

command. Anger and fear shake me, 

a hollow reed, which storms may break. 

When I steady, my stiffened neck 

threatens to batter on alone 

down my own road beyond your path. 

Help me to know your will, to live 

your word, to follow where your Son 

has led. My sins have dwelt in me 

so long that I must break their grip 

and root them out. Send down your Spirit 

to guide and strengthen me, that I 

may live for you and yours, that we 

may drink from your clear stream 

and never suffer thirst. 

 

~David Michael Nixon 

 

P S A L M S  P R O J E C T  
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Thoughts on Psalm 122 
 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me,  

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 
 

No, I didn’t rejoice, God. I didn’t  want to go to church. I didn’t want to worship you.  In fact, I 
didn’t know where you were.  I didn't feel your presence in church and I didn’t feel it in any part 
of my life. 

 

If you cared about me why did you let me suffer so? Why so much pain? I couldn't stand to 
hear about your love and your care. I couldn’t feel it. Platitudes.  

 

Rejoice? Praise God? What for? I had nothing to be happy about. “Praise the Lord.” “Sing to 
the Lord.”  Mockery 

 

And your people, so-called Christians. Hypocrites. They didn’t care about me. “Love one anoth-
er?” Maybe they loved their friends but I didn’t feel any love. No one reached out to me. I didn’t feel any peace or security in 
church, only criticism or indifference. 

Rejoice to go to church? No, God, I hated it. 

 

God takes bad things and turns them to our good. He never leaves us or forsakes us.  

He hounds us until we are safe in His arms. 
 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me,  

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 
 

Oh, yes! I am so glad today is Sunday and I can go to church. It is my favorite day of the week. I rejoice when I can go 
to church because You are there, O Lord.  I feel your presence and your love. You speak directly to my heart through the 
prayers, the Bible reading, and the pastor's message. You touch my sore, bruised heart and heal it. You feed me. You bring 
me comfort and peace and serenity. And the songs and hymns, Lord, how my spirit soars. I delight in worshipping you and 
praising your name.  

 

And the fellowship with other believers, how precious and comforting, Lord. Your great love for me is made real and 
tangible in the love shown to me by your children, my brothers and sisters in Christ. A smile, a touch, a hug, an encouraging 
word—how beautiful the fellowship of believers.  

 

Yes, I rejoice to go the House of the Lord each  
  Sunday— 

 to praise the name of the Lord,  

 to feel secure in your love and the love of others,  

 to hear and say, “Peace be with you.” 

 

~ Anonymous ~  
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Thoughts on Psalm 77 
 

 I cried out to you, God, for help. I needed you. I was hurting. My world was crashing down. I cried to you in the 
morning when I couldn't face the day. I cried out to you in the evening when I was lonely and when sleep wouldn't 
come. During the day I tried to keep busy but the need to reach out to you for comfort and strength intruded on my 
thoughts. 
 
 I remembered your promises. Would you keep them? I served you all my life. During my early adult years I had some 
doubts about your realness. But I never stopped believing in you or worshipping you.  

 But now in my trouble, where are you Lord? Sometimes I feel so alone. Are you still there? Will you always be with 
me? I am so troubled and depressed. Where is the peace you promised me? Why do I hurt so much? Why do I feel so 
bad? Where is the comfort you promised? You said you would be faithful but did you forget me? Did I slip through the 
cracks? O Lord, don't you see my distress? Don't you hear my sobbing? Where is your unfailing love and your mercy and 
compassion? 
 
 Then l thought: I will remember your goodness to me, O Lord. I will remember the miracles you worked in my life. I 
will look at the beauty of creation and remember you are the Creator, my Creator. I will remember the times you an-
swered my prayers. 
 
 O Lord, my Lord, I feel your love. I feel your arms around me. I know I am loved. I know you never abandoned me. 
I feel the joy of being your child. I want to sing continually of your love and goodness to me. You have given me a seren-
ity and peace of mind that is beyond my understanding. O Lord, how could I have doubted you for a minute? You have 
remained faithful and your steadfast love endures forever. O how I love and praise you. 

Anonymous 
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“The vaccination process 

has been slow because 

the number of  vaccines 

has not been sufficient 

for the high demand of  

the population.”  

We hope that each one of 
you in the congregation are 
doing well. We have been 
praying for you and your 
health. We are writing this 
letter to update you about 
what is happening in Gua-
temala nowadays. As you 
may have heard on the 
news, starting in July thou-
sands of Guatemalans took 
to the streets to demand 
the resignation of the coun-
try’s president, Alejandro 
Giammattei, and the attor-
ney general, Consuelo 
Porras, due to the administration’s lack of 
willingness to address corruption and the 
abuse of power. This situation has caused 
COVID-19 cases to increase dangerously, 
according to the epidemiological tracking. 
The country in general is in a situation of 
risk since the Health Ministry is reporting 
4,000 new infections on average each day.  

About the vaccination process, Guatemala 
has administered at least 2,777,441 doses of 
COVID vaccines so far. The vaccination 
process has been slow because the number 
of vaccines has not been sufficient for the 
high demand of the population. Also, in 
Guatemala there are many people who 
have not wanted to be vaccinated due to 
misinformation from social networks and 
cultural beliefs. As part of the work of 
World Renew’s health program we are talk-
ing to the people we work with, and mak-
ing them aware of the importance of being 
vaccinated.  

During the last quarter two staff members 
tested positive for COVID-19, and despite 
the difficulties both recovered and are now 
working again. By now World Renew staff 
has been vaccinated with at least the first 
dose and we are encouraging leaders of our 

partner organizations to get theirs as well. 
Because of the political situation and health 
issues it has been difficult for us to keep 
working as we normally do but we have 
been able to keep going and keep seeing 
good results in the communities. As you 
know ADIP staff have struggled with some 
health issues too and also some family 
members' losses. Fernando and Julian are 
more encouraged now, and are grateful for 
the spiritual support you have shown them 
in these difficult times. ADIP in general 
sends their regards and wants to let you 
know that they are always praying for your 
church and your ministry. 

On behalf of World Renew in Guatemala 
we want to let you know how encouraged 
you make us feel through your frequent 
communication and interest in our work. 
We know that despite the current situation 
and distance, prayers and our faith connect 
us in an amazing way. 

We send a hug to each one of you and we 
pray for your health and well-being. 

Blessings, 

Lucy, for the World Renew Guatemala staff 

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  YO U R  B R O T H E R S  A N D  
S I S T E R S  I N  G UAT E M A L A !  
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Summer 2021 will be a memorable one for 
many of our graduating high school seniors 
and upcoming seniors. Three of our high 
school boys participated in the Adirondack 
Leadership Program. Ask Trevor, Than or 
Timothy to tell you some of their stories. 
Some days they hiked more than 9 miles 
over mountains with backpacks weighing 
between 50 and 60 pounds.  

Six youth (Elizabeth Kuryla, Than Veenje, 
Timothy Vande Brake, Trevor Smith, Joan-
na Weeks and Abby Christopher) and two 
adults (Julie Vande Brake and Tina Christo-
pher) went on a trip to Michigan and Chica-
go. The idea for this trip was born out of 

the desire of the 11th and 12th graders to 
help plan a youth group trip that would not 
be cancelled (as our SERVE trips were). 
Thanks to Katie Vande Brake (Tim's mom) 
and Beth (Tim's cousin) and Bobby Gomez 
(Beth's husband) for hosting us in Michigan 
and in Chicago, respectively. If you would 
be interested in seeing the photo book of 
our trip, please ask me!  

The trip was August 8-14. Monday and 
Tuesday we spent at Birchwood Beach and 
St. Joseph (a nearby town) - lots of sun and 
sightseeing.  

On Wednesday we rode a commuter train 
into Chicago and visited the Shedd Aquari-
um. Wednesday evening we had pizza on 
the dock. Beth and Bobby took the youth 

tubing and then they took us out on their 
boat. The views of Chicago from the lake at 
night were spectacular. Bobby then took a 
group of us on an evening tour of the 

Y O U T H  G R O U P  N E W S  
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MISSION NEWS! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s 
(working with Wycliff Bible Translations), 
the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti (part of the 
CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 
locally The Open Door Mission and Cam-
eron Community Center. 
Their newsletters and/or links to their web-
sites can be found on our website: 
Rochester Christian Reformed Church | 

Outreach (rochestercrc.org)   

RiverWalk and Beth gave some of us a tour 
of the city by car. This helped us choose 
some spots that we would visit the next day. 
On Thursday the youth all chose where we 
would go. First stop: Millennium Park! Must 
see: Cloudgate (otherwise known as "The 
Bean") which is an interactive public sculp-
ture with highly reflective surfaces.  

After that we put the youth group in charge 
of navigating around Chicago. We visited 
the largest Starbucks in the world and the 
Lego Store among many other places (we 
walked all day!!) and finally we took the train 
back to Michigan. Friday we had one last 
beach day, and a fun evening with a beach-
side fire under the starry sky after the sun 
set. Saturday we drove back to Rochester!  

Jr. High youth group will Kick-off on 
Wednesday, Sept. 15. Sr. High will Kick-off 
on Sept. 18 with a trip to Bristol Mountain 
Aerial Adventures. There are seven different 
challenge courses in the forest canopy. This 
is how an article written in the D&C when 

the Bristol Mtn. Aerial Park first 
opened (in May of 2014) describes 
it: "Think Indiana Jones bridges 
and Tarzan swings in the trees. 
Suspended logs, zip lines, wavy 
bridge, tightrope walks, floating 
beams, climbing walls, a “Leap 
of Faith” — nearly 100 elements 
and platforms were created in 
all, secured to trees without a 
single nail or screw." 

We will begin this new school 
year studying the Psalms. We 
are looking forward to new 
adventures, even as we con-
tinue to pray for our new col-
lege students (all the seniors 
who just graduated).  

~ Julie Vande Brake 

https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/


 

 

Page 14  Volume 38,  Issue 8  Volume 41 ,  Issue 5  

  O U R  C H U R C H  F A M I LY   

For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is published monthly from 

the Church Office.  Printed copies are available on the alcove table in the narthex or you 

may call the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC mail slot.   

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information” sec-

tion under the “More” tab. 

Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  
 
Ruth Letson 
1545 Erie Station Rd. 
Apt. 132 
Henrietta, NY 14467 

V I S I T A T I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our mem-
bers listed. If you are interested in visiting a shut-in, 

please contact Shari Harrison at  

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

For birthday list, please refer 
to the “Members” section 

(under the “More” tab of  the 
RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  
Contact the church office or 

your district elder.  

“Therefore encourage one 

another and build one 

another up, just as you are 

doing.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
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 W E L C O M E  T O  N E W  G R A N D BA B I E S  

Tim and Sue F. welcomed a new 
granddaughter, Harper Wren, on 
Tuesday, August 10th (a week and a 
half  late!). Todd, Alicia, and older 
sister, Madelyn, are happily adjust-
ing to their new addition. We re-
joice with them in gratitude for 
God’s blessings. 
 

 

 

 

Ken and Kathrine P. have also been 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of  a new 
grandchild. Their son, Christopher, 
and daughter-in-law, Jenna, rejoice 
in the arrival of  Laurel Elizabeth, 7 
lbs, 7 oz. 20 inches long. Born on 
the 4th of  July after 45+ hours of  

taking her time to find out what 
freedom means!! 

 

Jim and Kathy Q. had quite the 
surprise when Heather and Fred’s 
baby arrived a month early—while 
Jim and Kathy were out of  town 
visiting their other daughter!  

Their new grandson, Colden Isaac 
arrived on June 3 and is healthy 
and well.  What a blessing.  We re-
joice with them! 
  

Harper Wren 

Laurel Elizabeth 

Colden Isaac 



 

 

 

Church Life is published several times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER-DECEMBER ISSUE:  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021 
 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) 

Next Issue... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter

