
Guidelines for Return to In-Person Worship at RCRC 
Revised by Council 2/12/2021 

We are excited to get back to in-person worship! We have been carefully planning how to be 
hospitable while still taking necessary precautions. This document outlines some of the protocols 
that we are implementing and our expectations for those of you who are comfortable joining us 
for in-person services. This information will smooth our transition and ensure that all of us are 
doing our part to stay safe and healthy. For those who do not feel comfortable attending 
in-person worship, we remain committed to providing you with video content that you can 
enjoy in your home. 

Online Registration (As of 2/12/21, we are not having capacity concerns and will suspend 
the RSVP until further notice. We do request that you continue to self evaluate prior to 
attending.) 
In order to align with the NYS maximum capacity requirements, we ask you to RSVP on our 
website each week for our worship service. Please list all who will be attending with you. You 
will be asked a few simple screening questions. We ask that you stay home and join us for 
worship online if you or anyone in your household:  

● Has a temperature above 100.4 degrees  
● Had a positive COVID test or experienced any of the following COVID-19 symptoms 

in the past 14 days: 

fever, cough, difficulty breathing, body aches, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, 
congestion, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, or a temperature over 100.4 degrees 

● Has been exposed to someone with a confirmed or suspected COVID-19 case in the 
past 14 days 

● Has traveled outside of NY state in the last 14 days. The NYS Health Department’s 
list of restricted states can be found here: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisor 

Parking and Building Access  
Please use the main entrance near the sanctuary to enter the building and maintain appropriate 
social distance from other congregants as you enter. (The office entrance will be locked.) 

Welcome Station  
Please wear a mask as you enter the building and use our new, touchless hand-sanitizing stations. 
Extra masks are available at the Welcome Station. We encourage you to refer to the CDC 
website for mask recommendations and instructions for proper use. (Children under age 2 are not 
required to wear a mask.)  

Nursery 
In this initial phase of in-person worship, infant care will not be provided; and the nursery will be 
closed.  

https://www.rochestercrc.org/calendar/rsvp-for-morning-worship
https://www.rochestercrc.org/calendar/rsvp-for-morning-worship
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


Children and Worship 
We are excited to offer a modified Children and Worship program for children 2 years old 
through 5th grade. In order to comply with new regulations, our program will look a little 
different. We will meet in the activity room prior to the start of the worship service (there will 
not be a children's message). Children and parents are asked to please wear a mask in the 
hallways, but children may remove masks once inside the room and seated on the mats. We will 
do our best to maintain social distancing, while at the same time, provide a meaningful worship 
experience.  When the weather is nice, we may have some outdoor activities toward the end of 
our worship time. Please call the church office  if you have any questions.  

Seating for Worship  
Households, or people within the same social “bubble,” will need to keep a 6-foot distance 
between them and the next household/social bubble. You’ll notice that every other pew is 
roped off to ensure social distancing. Please keep your mask on during the entire service.  

Worship 
We will worship together on Sunday mornings at 10 AM. Our service will last approximately 1 
hour. Much of our service will be the same as what you are used to, but you will notice a few 
changes.  

Bulletins - Paper copies of the bulletin will not be available. Our liturgist and the worship 
slides will guide us through the service. A digital copy of the worship order is available 
on our website.  

Congregational Responses - Given that we will be wearing masks throughout the entire 
service, there will be spoken congregational responses in the service.  

Music- We will be including “soft” congregational singing (with masks). This is singing 
using your “talking voice.” 

Offering - No collection will be made during the service. Instead, offering boxes are 
available at the back of the sanctuary for the collection of your tithes and offerings.  

Bathroom Use 
All bathrooms will be open for use, but please limit occupancy in each bathroom to 2 people at a 
time.  
 
Exiting and Fellowship Time 
While the weather is still nice, we will enjoy our fellowship time outside of the building after the 
service. When the service concludes, ushers, or other church staff, will dismiss congregants by 
pews, beginning with the back pews. As you exit, please be cognizant of social distancing and 
continue to wear your mask while exiting the building. After you exit the building, please wear a 
mask anytime you come within 6 feet of someone outside of your social bubble. As you are 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/sermons-worship


aware, people have different comfort levels, but we are confident that everyone can negotiate 
this with love and respect. We have seen this commendable behavior during and after our 
Sunday evening services. 

We understand that people have strong feelings and differing opinions on the proper response to 
the virus. Our goal as the leadership of the church is to create as safe of an environment as 
possible and one which is aimed at being as inviting to as many people as may wish to attend. 
We are also committed to following the laws and recommendations of governmental and health 
authorities.  

Finally, please know that while we are endeavoring to implement recommended safety 
protocols, no environment is risk-free. For this reason, many of you may choose to worship 
from home for an extended period of time. We want you to know that we respect that decision, 
and we will do everything we can to continue to minister to you.  

 


