
Rochester Christian Reformed Church
ORDER OF WORSHIP

August 1, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude Deck Thyself, O Soul, with Gladness - J. S. Bach
Bärenreiter – Verlag 1958, 1990

Question to Ponder: In today’s scripture passage, the apostle Paul wants every Christian to know that Jesus
Christ is preeminent. God’s settled purpose is “that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.”
(Col. 1:18b). Does He have first place in your life?

Call to Worship (Colossians 1:15-17)
Leader: Come and worship Christ, the visible image of the invisible God, the firstborn of creation, the

eternal God: the one through whom all things were created, and in whom all things are held together.

* Greeting from God, affirmed by congregational “Amen”

Prayer of Invocation
Leader: Thank you, God, for enabling us to share in the inheritance of the saints of light. You have rescued

us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of your beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Jesus, you are before all things, and in you all things hold
together. You are the head of the body, the church. You are the beginning and the firstborn from the dead
so that you might come to have first place in everything. Together we declare:

ALL: This is our God! We will worship him together.

* Song “The First Place” No. 15

Call to Confession (Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16)
Leader: The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Let us

therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need. Trusting in God’s faithfulness and compassion, let us confess our sin before God and
one another.

Prayer of Confession
Leader: Sovereign God, we confess that although we willingly say that “Jesus is King,” we often fail to bow

our knees before him. Instead, we grant our allegiances to the relationships and material goods of this
world.

In your mercy, hear our prayer of confession that we silently pray to you now.
(silent prayer of confession)
Leader Grant us the humility to bow before you, the Ruler of all nations, so that we may be loyal servants in

your kingdom. Through your Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (Romans 8:34, 2 Corinthians 5:17)
Leader: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
ALL: Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Thanks be to God!
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all.
ALL: And also with you.



Children’s Message

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:15-20
Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.
All:  Thanks be to God!

Proclamation “The Lord of the Cosmos”

Prayer of Application

* Hymn “In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness” No. 38

The Lord’s Supper

The Thanksgiving
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them up to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

Minister: With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created heaven and earth, made us in your
image, and kept covenant with us-even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, by his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we join
our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name.

ALL sing:

The Institution
Minister: We give thanks to God the Father that our Savior, Jesus Christ, before he suffered, gave us this

memorial of his sacrifice, until he comes again. At his last supper, the Lord Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way, he took the cup after supper and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this
in remembrance of me.” For whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes (1 Cor. 11:23-26). Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament:

ALL sing:



Prayer of Consecration
Minister: Lord, our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup may be for us the body and blood

of our Lord Jesus Christ. May we and all your saints be united with Christ and remain faithful in hope and
love. Gather your whole church, O Lord, into the glory of your kingdom. We pray in the name of Jesus,
who taught us to pray:

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

ALL sing:

Preparation of the Elements

Invitation

The Bread
Minister: Take, eat, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was given for the complete

forgiveness of all our sins.

The Cup
Minister: Take, drink, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was given for the

complete forgiveness of all our sins.

Musical Reflection “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” -Williams

Minister: Congregation in Christ, since the Lord has fed us at his table, let us praise his holy name with
thanksgiving:

ALL sing:

Offertory (Luke 6:38)
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

* Hymn “Beautiful Savior” No. 17

* God’s Blessing, affirmed by congregational “Amen”

* Moment of Silent Reflection



Postlude Processional in E Flat Major                                            - David N. Johnson
Augsburg Fortress 1962, 2002

Leading Us in Worship Today:
Minister: Rev. Anthony Selvaggio

Organist: Robert Kerner
Liturgist: Katie Singleton

Children’s Message: Doug DeJong
Soloist: Juli Elliot

Flutist: Katie Selvaggio

Ordinary Time Banners: Ordinary Time (“counted time”) in the church calendar offers a time of spiritual
development with green as its representative color. The newest series of banners, designed by Petra Letter,
display a verdant array of shapes evoking lush foliage. Layers of fabric, in subtle color modulation that
seemingly surge upward in the vertical format, demonstrate the essence of growth and our interconnectedness
as a church body. The unfolding of shapes symbolizes our spiritual maturation during the period in the church
calendar unaffiliated with any festival day. So, we thrive. We improve. We cultivate, and we scale the resources
of spiritual growth in Ordinary Time.

Credits: The Prayer of Confession is taken from
worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/christ-the-king-christ-the-king-sunday-colossians-1

The Lord’s Supper liturgy is taken from Lift Up Your Hearts #810.


