
Rochester Christian Reformed Church
ORDER OF WORSHIP

April 11, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
First Sunday after Easter

* Please rise, in body or in spirit    

Prelude “Andante sostenuto in B-flat major” by Alan Gray
(Augener LTD. London)

As you prepare for worship, meditate on: My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind,
consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance…

James 1:2-3

(Welcome and introduction of Eric by Tim Frelier)

* Call to Worship   (Psalm 9:1-2)
Leader: We will give thanks to you, O Lord, with our whole heart; we will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
ALL: We will be glad and exult in you; we will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

* Prayer of Adoration
Leader: Eternal God, we come before you with words of praise, seeking to worship you and draw closer to

you because you alone are worthy of praise.  We give you thanks for your son Jesus Christ, who provides us
with a way to you and for your promise of eternal life.  O God, you are so gracious. In your great mercy you
provide us with all that we need.  You are our rock and our redeemer, our hiding place and our strong tower.
Amen.

* Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” No. 575

* Greeting from God, affirmed by congregational “Amen”

Call to Confession   (1 John 1:8-9)

Leader: God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in

us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God.

Prayer of Confession

ALL: God, forgive us for our lack of faith. You often call us to walk through frightening, lonely, or unstable

times, but in response to trials of various kinds, we have certainly not counted them as joy. Like sheep,

we are prone to wander at these times; we have turned- every one of us- to our own way. In moments

of suffering, we have looked for wisdom from this world, comforting ourselves with man-made schemes

to deal with our suffering or escaping into addictive patterns of numbing behavior.  Our vision for what

you are doing in our lives in the midst of suffering is blindingly clouded by fear and anger, and we have

consistently settled for our own limited, self-centered vision as the final word of truth.  Jesus, thank you

for the life of doubtless faith that you lived on our behalf.  Holy Spirit, bind our wandering hearts to you

as we walk through the paths that you have ordained for us.  We pray in Jesus, name, amen.



Assurance of Pardon   (John 10:7-11, 16:33)
Leader: Again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me

are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you
face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!”

ALL: Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture Reading: James 1:2-12   (ESV)                                                  
Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.
All:  Thanks be to God!

Proclamation “Consider It All Joy“

Prayer of Application

* Song “Shout to the Lord” No. 603

Congregational Prayer
ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it

is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory   (Psalm 50:14)
“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High.”

* Song “We Receive Your Blessing” No. 947

* God’s Blessing, affirmed by congregational “Amen”

* Moment of Silent Reflection

Postlude “Postlude in F” by Otto Malling
(Oliver Ditson Company)

 

Leading Us in Worship Today:
Pastoral Intern: Eric Walter

Organist: Jiaqi Shao
Liturgist: Jean Frelier
Soloist: Adam Potter

Children’s Sermon: Mary Steensma

Credits: The Prayer of Confession is adapted from Prone to Wander by Duguid and Houk.

mailto:mxs45@mac.com

