
Rochester Christian Reformed Church
ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 5, 2021 – 10:00 A.M.
Second Sunday of Advent

Prelude “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” Johan G. Walther
“Fantasie in C - Dur J. S. Bach

Point to Ponder: “Emotions are celebrated and repressed, analyzed and medicated, adored and ignored- but
rarely, if ever, are they honored.” (Karla McLaren)

Leader: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
(light candles)
Leader: Isaiah the prophet calls us to prepare for the coming of Jesus by making straight all that is crooked: “A

voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway
for our God.” (Isaiah 40:3)

ALL: Come, Lord Jesus, you who bring good news to the oppressed, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim
liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners. (Isaiah 61:1)

Prayer of Invocation
Leader: Lord, you are close to the brokenhearted and you save those who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm

34:18)
ALL: You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded

each one in your book. (Psalm 56:8)
Leader: Lord, we await your return when you will wipe away every tear and death will be no more. There

will be a new heaven and a new earth and all creation will be filled with God’s glory. Amen.

* Greeting from God, affirmed by congregational “Amen”.

* Hymn                                               “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                                               No. 56

Call to Confession (Mark 1:1-4)

Prayer of Confession
Leader: Lord, we come before you today as people who are sometimes overtaken by fear.  We are fearful over our

health, fearful for our jobs, fearful for our loved ones.

ALL: Help us Lord, not to dwell in our fears, but rather to turn to you, trusting that you are indeed the God who

rescues.

Leader: You sent your Son, not simply to send us to heaven, but to help us live as new creations, not living in fear, but

free to love and serve as you love and serve us. Sometimes fear is the enemy that tells us You are not greater.

ALL: Forgive us when we let our fear be larger than our faith, and when we forget that you are a faithful

God.

Leader: We pray in Jesus’ name, amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Remember, that the Lord’s great mercy and love are from of old. (Ps. 25:6)
ALL: The Lord is gracious and compassionate. He remembers his covenant forever. (Ps. 111:4-5)
Leader: Remember the gracious love of our Father in heaven
ALL: who made us children of his own possession.



Leader: Remember that Jesus Christ was sent by the Father to share our human nature, to live and to die as
one of us, and so to move us from the alienation of sin and death,

ALL: He came to reconcile us to God our Father by his perfect sacrifice, and through his suffering, death,
and resurrection to save all who put their trust in him.

Leader: Remember the Holy Spirit, who teaches us these things
ALL: and makes the effects of Christ's salvation real in our lives.
Leader: Remember that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

The Peace
Minister: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
ALL: And also with you.

Bell Anthem                                                       “O Little Town of Bethlehem” -Callahan

Children’s Message

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
Minister: This is the Word of the LORD.
All:  Thanks be to God!

Proclamation A Blue Christmas: “Joseph’s Dilemma”

Prayer of Application

* Hymn                                                                              “God of Our Life”                                                               No. 404

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Invitation to the Lord’s Table (Luke 13:29, 24:30-31)

Affirmation of Our Faith (Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 26)
Minister: What do you believe when you say, “I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven

and earth”?
ALL: That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven and earth

and everything in them, who still upholds and rules them by his eternal counsel and providence, is
my God and Father because of Christ his Son. I trust him so much that I do not doubt he will provide
whatever I need for body and soul, and he will turn to my good whatever adversity he sends me in
this sad world. He is able to do this because he is almighty God; he desires to do this because he is a
faithful Father.

Great Thanksgiving
Minister: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion Prayer



Self-Examination and Reflection

The Bread (1 Corinthians 11:23-24)
Minister: Take, eat, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was given for the

complete forgiveness of all our sins.
The Cup (1 Corinthians 11:25)

Minister: Take, drink, remember and believe that the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was shed for the
complete forgiveness of all our sins.

Proclamation of Thanksgiving
Minister: Bless the Lord, O my soul;
ALL: and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!
Minister:  Bless the Lord, O my soul,
ALL: and forget not all God’s benefits.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

* The Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Congregational Prayer

Offertory (Matthew 10:42)
“And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded.”

Budget Goal Update

* Hymn “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”                                         No. 59

* God’s Blessing, affirmed by congregational “Amen”

* Moment of Silent Reflection

Postlude “Fugue" Louis Lefébure-Wely

Leading Us in Worship Today:
Minister: Rev. Anthony Selvaggio
Organist: Dennis Nichols-Faber

Candle Lighters: Jim and Emily Smith
Liturgist: Marge Cannon

Children’s Handbell Choir directed by Dick Astifan
Children’s Message: Jay Falvo

Soloist: Lara Larsson


