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women referred to in that 
genealogy:  Tamar (12/2), 
Rahab (12/9), Ruth 12/16), 
Bathsheba (12/23), and, of 
course, Mary (12/25). The 
focus of these sermons will 
be on how God kept his 
covenant promises and pre-
served the covenant line of 
the Messiah through the 
courageous stories of the 
lives of these five women.  
The stories of these women 
involve scandal, but also 
great heroism.  Most of all 
their stories remind us of 
our own story of salvation - 
we are all saved by grace.  
I am hoping their stories 
will speak to us, that we 
will gain greater apprecia-
tion for their heroism, and, 
most of all, see how they 
reveal our great Lord and 
Savior. 

Advent Sunday Even-
ing Services (and 
Sunday School plug!) 

As you are aware, this fall 
we have not had any Sun-

It's that time again, Christ-
mas is coming!  In this 
month’s article, I thought I 
would give you a preview 
of what we will be doing 
here at RCRC to celebrate 
the Advent season. 

My Advent Preaching 
Series 

During the advent season, I 
will focus my preaching on 
the five women mentioned 
in the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel of 
Matthew. There are five 

day evening services.  In-
stead, our leadership decid-
ed to try an experiment - 
move my Sunday night 
teaching time to Sunday 
morning.  I have been 
teaching the adult Sunday 
School class and I have 
been really enjoying this.  I 
have been very pleased by 
attendance as we are aver-
aging between 40 and 50 
attendees. The discussion 
has been really engaging.  
If you have not come out 
for adult Sunday school, let 
me personally invite you to 
join the group!  As each 
class represents a 
standalone lesson, you can 
jump in at any time and 
you are very welcome to 
do so!  Come and join the 
discussion at 9:00 AM 
each Sunday in the lounge.   

Even though we are not 
holding regular evening 
services, we decided to add 
evening services to cele-
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“As you can see, we have 
a lot going on during 
Advent.  My hope is 
that these events will 
draw our community 

closer to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to one 

another.”  
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(CONT’D FROM COVER) 

 There will be silences 
that may last as long as 
five minutes.  They are 
opportunities to wonder, 
consider and pray.   

I hope you will plan to 
come out on December 2 to 
enjoy this unique worship 
experience.  Also, this ser-
vice provides a great op-
portunity to invite friends 
to experience a non-
intimidating celebration of 
the incarnation. 

December 9 - Family 
Fun Night 

On December 9, I will be 
experimenting with our 
first RCRC family night. 
This family night is open to 
all people in the church.  
The Senior High Youth 
Group will also be in at-
tendance.  The event will 
begin with singing a few 
Christmas carols led in a 
contemporary style by our 
own Jordan Grant.  After 
the singing, we will enjoy a 
casual meal of pizza and 
drinks together.  When the 
meal is completed, our 
night will conclude with 
the first annual RCRC Wits 
& Wagers game competi-
tion. Wits & Wagers is a 
fun, family friendly, trivia 
game that does not require 
you to be adept at trivia.  
The game will be played 
by dividing the attendees 
into seven different teams.  
It should be a great deal of 
fun. I hope you will con-
sider coming out on De-
cember 9 to be part of this 
family fun night.   

Once again, this event pre-
sents an opportune time to 
invite friends and acquaint-
ances to our church to ex-
perience a non-intimidating 
celebration of the incarna-

brate Advent. I thought it 
might be helpful for me to 
give you a preview of the 
content and nature of those 
services so as to whet your 
appetite and allow you to 
mark your calendars.  All 
of the services and events 
will begin at 6:00PM. 

December 2 - Taizé 

On December 2, Juli Elliot 
will once again lead a 
Taizé service.  Perhaps you 
are wondering, “What’s a 
Taizé service?”  Well, Juli 
provides some help for us:   

Taizé is a small village in 
eastern France.  For over 
60 years, it has been the 
home of a Christian mo-
nastic community made 
up of brothers from many 
different countries, 
speaking many different 
languages and, uniquely, 
belonging to several dif-
ferent Christian denomi-
nations.  The community 
has developed a unique 
style of meditative sing-
ing which focuses on the 
repetitive changing of 
short phrases from the 
Bible and other Christian 
texts in a range of lan-
guages.  As part of our 
welcome to this service, 
we ask worshippers to sit 
quietly or to join in sing-
ing as they feel most 
comfortable.  We follow 
a pattern based on the 
worship of the Taizé 
community, one of 
whose aims has been to 
make Christian worship 
as simple and uncluttered 
as possible.  

tion.  We are asking that 
each family attending pro-
vide a donation of $5 to 
offset the cost of the food. 

December 16 - Les-
sons and Carols 

On December 16, our wor-
ship coordinator, Kathy 
Quinn, and a cast of other 
contributors  will be lead-
ing us in a time of lessons 
and carols.  The service 
will celebrate the incarna-
tion through a combination 
of scripture reading, visual 
arts, and music. Come see 
what our resident artist, Ed 
Bouwmeester, has in store 
for us this year.  Again, 
please consider inviting 
friends and acquaintances 
to this service.  

Mark Your Calendars 
and Invite Your 
Friends! 

As you can see, we have a 
lot going on during Ad-
vent.  My hope is that these 
events will draw our com-
munity closer to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to one 
another.  I am also hopeful 
that these events will pro-
vide opportunities to intro-
duce new people to the 
RCRC community.  I hope 
you will be able to attend 
one or more of these ser-
vices and that you will 
prayerfully consider invit-
ing someone to accompany 
you.   

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw7-vB5rDeAhWm6IMKHXVuChYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bethany-umc.org%2Fworship%2Flessons-and-carols&psig=AOvVaw0FLNjK2SensPZ4lssHVzTd&ust=1541079429665604
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“We are all in this 
together, and if  we 

really take our mission 
seriously--and increase 
our giving accordingly--
we can accomplish great 
things to the glory of  

God.” 

 

COUNCIL NOTES: OCTOBER 2018 

You can learn a lot about 
a person by looking at the 
way he or she spends 
money. The same can be 
said of a church. Does the 
church fight and wrangle 
over money? Is it parsi-
monious or generous? 
And where does the mon-
ey go? Most of us can tell 
a story or two about 
church divisions which 
started with the bottom 
line. 

At the October Council 
meeting we passed a mo-
tion regarding a budget to 
be presented at the No-
vember Congregational 
Meeting for your approv-
al. The budget represents 
input from staff and com-
mittee chairs as well as 
the hard work of David 
Cok, finance chair, and 
Tony LaPolla, treasurer. I 
am pleased to say that if a 
visitor were watching our 
church he or she would 
see a thoughtful discus-
sion focused on the 
things that matter, based 
both on the value of our 
ministries and the need to 
be careful with the re-
sources God has put at 
our disposal. The pro-
posed budget, which you 
will see in December, 
represents a modest 

cy and procedures for 
training, preventing, and 
reporting sexual harass-
ment in the RCRC work-
place environment. As 
well as being prudent and 
representing a positive 
effort to protect those 
who work for RCRC, this 
will meet New York 
State requirements for 
employers which will go 
into effect next year. 

Finally, Council ap-
proved a motion to award 
pastor Anthony a $1,500 
end-of-year bonus to re-
flect the extra burdens 
which have been unique 
to his first year in minis-
try with us. The denomi-
nation puts a heavy bur-
den on those entering the 
CRC from other denomi-
nations, and Anthony has 
borne these requirements, 
now almost complete, 
with grace and sincere 
effort. He has done all 
this in addition to his tre-
mendous pastoral efforts 
ministering to our church. 
October is Pastor Appre-
ciation Month. When you 
see him next, thank pas-
tor Anthony for his devo-
tion to the kingdom and 
hard work for the church! 

~Tim    Collins, Council 
President 

growth over our current 
budget, reflecting both 
the needs of the church, 
and an awareness that we 
shouldn't promise more 
than we believe we can 
deliver. It was great to 
see this sort of healthy 
and spiritually aware dis-
cussion.  

That said, we will have to 
take seriously our current 
deficit if we are to meet 
our budget goals 
for this year. We are all 
in this together, and if we 
really take our mission 
seriously--and increase 
our giving accordingly--
we can accomplish great 
things to the glory of 
God. 

Other business of Council 
included the transferring 
of Chris Fluit's  creden-
tials to Webster CRC, 
where he will be helping 
with pulpit supply in the 
coming months.  

At this year's Synod a call 
was made for each Clas-
sis to identify volunteers 
from local churches to 
help develop a classis-
side Safe-Church Team. 
While the goals of such a 
team are still undefined, 
Classis is hoping to as-
semble volunteers who 
have experience and con-
cern in this area. This is 
an opportunity to be in-
volved from the ground 
level in the effort to pre-
vent abuse and protect 
those who have been 
hurt. If you would like to 
be part of this important 
mission, please contact 
Neil Van Barneveldt pri-
or to November 30.  

Along these lines, Coun-
cil approved its own poli-

Tim Collins, Council President 
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Tim Frelier 

I was born and baptized into RCRC and have been a life long member of the church. 
My parents, grandparents and other family members have also been long time mem-
bers and supporters of the church, so my roots run deep. I attended Sunday school, 
Cadets and Youth Group, graduated from Rochester Christian School (RCS) and 
Calvin College.  I have been employed as a civil engineer for 31 years in local gov-
ernment beginning at the City of Rochester and for the last 21 years at the Monroe 
County Department of Transportation.   I have taken the lead role on the Facilities 
Committee for 20+ years; served a 2 year term as elder at RCRC; served on the 
Boards of RCS and the RCS Foundation. I am honored to have been nominated to 
serve as elder and if elected will do my best with the Lords help to support the min-
istry of our church in that capacity. 

 

Alice Harris 

Alice is a life-long member of RCRC, the fourth child of the late Adrian & Corrie 
Verbree. She has been a member and leader of the Calvinettes (forerunner to our cur-
rent GEMS girls club), a member of the choir, and a Sunday School teacher. Alice 
worked as RCRC Administrative Assistant from 1991 – 2001, supporting the minis-
tries of Pastors Paul Brink and Jim Van Tholen, along with several interim pastors 
during times of vacancy. Alice then worked as a legal secretary until she retired in 
2010 to care for her grandchildren, and to provide support for her parents and in-laws 
in the closing chapters of their lives. She has participated in Flower City Work Camp 
as a site leader, and in various work projects sponsored by RCRC, including Serve, 
Diakonia, and two service trips to Haiti. She currently is leading the Bereavement 
ministry, organizing meals and receptions for families during memorial services, and 
is co-editor of the Church Life Newsletter.  Alice is the amazingly patient wife of 
Gary, the beloved mother and mother-in law to Matt (Brenna) Harris and Christine 
(Paul) Ferraraccio, and the adored Meemaw to grandchildren Mackenzie, Caleb, Mad-
ison, Addie, and Faith. 

 

Danny Veenje 

As a lifelong member of Rochester CRC, I have served as a Cadet and Youth 
Group leader as well as a Deacon.  I am married to Reba and have 5 children (Sung 
Sung, Adrian, Coby, Nathaniel and Zach) and 1 grandchild, Katie.  We are also a 
host family for Nico, a foreign exchange student from Spain, for the 2018-2019 
school year.  I work at Paychex in Product Management and my hobbies include 
home remodeling and travel. 

 

 

 

 

Wilma Wierenga 

Wilma and her husband Ed Wierenga have been members of RCRC since 1977.  Wil-
ma has served on numerous church committees and was an Elder twice. Since retiring 
from RIT as Professor of German, she has been mentoring refugees, studying Italian, 
and keeping up with reading for two book groups. Wilma and Ed are expecting their 
first grandchild in December.  

B I O G R A P H I E S  O F  N O M I N E E S  F O R  E L D E R   
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Sharon “Shari” Harrison 

 I grew up in Churchville, NY and have lived in the Rochester area my whole life.  I 
always believed in God. I have tried to live out my faith, especially when I was work-
ing as an Estate and Trust paralegal. I have served in several different leadership roles 
during my life. Since coming to RCRC I have served as Co-Chair of the Connection 
Group Committee, on the Fellowship Committee, The Pastor Search Committee, the 
Nursing Home Visitation Coordinator, as the CompassCare RCRC Liaison for several 
years and several other functions. 

 

 

 

Dianka Sobiech 

Having moved to the United States from South Africa with my family at age 8, the 
RCRC community welcomed us with open arms. Since then RCRC has become my 
extended family. Whenever I walk through the doors I always feel at home. This is 
why Nick and I ultimately decided to make RCRC our church home once again, so 
that Emi will have that same love surrounding her as she grows in her faith. In my 
adult life, I have loved being involved in many aspects at RCRC; from volunteering 
with the youth group and serving on the worship committee to risking it all to be an 
over night leader at Flower City Work Camp. I have also designed posters and bulle-
tin covers to help make RCRC more visible to visitors. But the ministry I am most 
passionate about would be Summer’s Best Two Weeks. I have been the director and 
administrator for the past 10 years. With help from my committee we have success-
fully grown the camp from 80 to 120 campers. Seeing Gods hand at work in the lives 

of so many campers and staff over the years has truly been a blessing! I am honored to be nominated as a Deacon 
and I hope to be able to serve God though this position.  

 

Tom Scott 

My name is Tom Scott and I was born and raised in Rochester. My wife Diane and I 
have been married for 42 years and we have 2 children, Kevin and Kari. Kevin and his 
wife have 2 children Samantha 13 and Kyle 11. Kari and her husband have a daughter 
Madeline that is 20 months old. We enjoy spending our family vacations together at the 
1000 Islands and with Diane’s family in Ohio. 

I have spent much of my career in retail sales management eventually transitioning into 
commercial distribution. I am currently a Purchasing Manager for a Janitorial distribu-
tor in Rochester. In my spare time, I enjoy Genealogy, music and traveling.  

Diane and I are extremely happy to be back with our church family, many of those that 
we remember and many of the new friends that we have made. 

B I O G R A P H I E S  O F  N O M I N E E S  F O R  D E AC O N  

RCRC 
Congregational Meeting 

Nov. 13 
7:00pm 
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Editors Note: 

“What are they up to?” 

articles are written by Sue 

Bratt-Cok, and help us 

stay connected to our 

young adults.  

Many thanks, Sue!  
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W H AT  A R E  T H E Y  U P  TO ?  
C H E C K I N G  I N  W I T H  O U R  Y O U N G  A D U LT S  

 Emma VandeBrake is a freshman this fall at 
Gordon College near Boston, having graduated from 
home-school high school this past spring. She actually 
earned her first Gordon credits toward the end of the 
summer when she participated in an intensive 12-day 
outdoor ed program of hiking and backpacking in the 
Adirondacks with other incoming Gordon freshmen. 
One day they hiked for 15 hours, and during the 
course of the trip they had several adventures, includ-
ing getting lost and having to deal with a participant 
who got a concussion. The trip was led by two older 
Gordon students who served as “sherpas,” named after 
the ethnic group in the Himalayas who guide moun-
tain climbing expeditions there. Emma enjoyed this 
trip so much that she’s interested in being a sherpa 
herself next summer. One of the great aspects of the 
trip was that this is where Emma made some really 
good friends who continue to be her best friends at 
Gordon. This fall Emma’s courses include biology, 
chemistry, Old Testament, Great Conversation, and 

first-year seminar. At this point she’s planning to major in Environmental Studies. 

       Emma’s favorite free-time activities include hanging out with friends and going to 
the beach on the Atlantic, which isn’t too far away. When asked how the dining hall 

 

Sophie is attending Ohio Northern University in 
Ada, Ohio. ONU is a private university affiliated 
with the United Methodist Church and founded in 
1871. Sophie is enrolled in the nursing program. 
Her favorite classes are biology and chemistry. She 
has made quite a few new friends and has been able 
to visit Cincinnati, Toledo, and Detroit, where her 
friends come from. Sophie came home for a visit 
and to celebrate her brother Ben's birthday with her 
family, but was away at college on her 18th birth-
day. Her friends gave her a happy birthday, though, 
complete with birthday cake and a visit to the mall 
in Cincinnati. Sophie loves studying in the library 
and has spent so much time there that the baristas at 
the Starbucks in the library knows her order by 
heart!  

 Sophie's birthday was October 13. Please consider sending her a card of en-
couragement as she continues in her first semester away from home at college. Her 
address at school is: Ohio Northern University, 402 W. College Ave., Ada, OH 45810. 

 

 (Thanks to Jean Spoelhof for providing this article.) 

Note: We’ve been presenting a series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through 

about age 25). In this issue we catch up with Sophie Spoelhof, Emma VandeBrake, and Autumn 

Punter. 
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food is, Emma replied, “Ya know, it’s OK, not horrible...and the days that prospective 
students are visiting they put out better food!” One of Emma’s favorite authors is 
Wendell Berry, and she especially enjoys his novel Hannah Coulter. Her favorite mov-
ie is Les Miserables. What she misses most being away from home is time with her 
family. She plans to be back in Rochester for Thanksgiving. Emma volunteered that 
her favorite Bible passage is II Corinthians 4:16-18: “Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

        Emma’s birthday was October 9, but she would still appreciate cards of encour-
agement, especially since this is her first semester away from home. Emma’s address 
is: Gordon College, 255 Grapevine Rd., Wenham, MA 01984. Please remember Em-
ma in your prayers! 

 

 Autumn Punter is currently in her second year 
as a student in the school of pharmacy at the State 
University at Buffalo. She graduated from Calvin 
College in 2017 with a biochemistry major and a 
Spanish minor. Her pharmacy program is a four-year 
program with lots of very demanding class work and 
increasing amounts of practical work each year. The 
practicum she’s participating in right now is at the 
Oishei Children’s Hospital, a new hospital in Buffalo. 
She’s working there in the clinical pharmacy 
department, where she has the opportunity to go on 
patient rounds with the doctors, med students, a 
clinical pharmacist, and other team members. Autumn 
says that the pharmacist generally knows the most 
about the drugs the kids are receiving (or could 
potentially be prescribed) and is therefore a critical 
part of the medical team.  

        Whenever possible, Autumn tries to get back to Rochester for at least part of 
every other weekend. She has a part-time job here as a pharmacy intern at Danwin’s, 
an independent pharmacy in Webster. Coming home also gives her a chance to stock 
up on some mom-made meals to bring back to Buffalo with her. She says that she 
doesn’t have much time to cook in her busy life in school, but she does manage some 
crock-pot meals and quick-to-cook meals. 
        When asked how much free time she has in a typical week, her understated reply 
was, “Not a ton!” She tries to set aside time for one fun free-time activity a week, 
which might be going out for ice cream or enjoying a movie night with friends. She 
enjoys reading, especially reading “anything that’s not a textbook.” Medical dramas 
like Grey’s Anatomy and The Good Doctor are her favorite kind of TV shows.  
        Autumn’s birthday is November 19, and she’d love to hear from her church 
family. Her mailing address is 260 Campus Dr. Apt. 3, Snyder, NY 14226. Please 
remember to pray for Autumn in her walk with the Lord, and in the intensity and 
busyness of her life as a student.  
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“We have volunteers in 

the building every day of  

the week.  Please pray 

for our volunteers as they 

work with teachers and 

students.”  
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W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  S C H O O L  #33?   

We’ve had volunteers at 
School #33 this year for a 
month now.  Ron Frelier 
is our newest volunteer.  
He is helping out in the 
cafeteria on Wednesdays 
with Woody Johnson, 
hanging out with the kids 
and affirming them.  Our 
lunch volunteers also 
have an outreach to the 
lunch monitors as they 
establish relationships 
with them. 
October happenings in-
clude a lockdown situa-
tion due to police activity 
in the area.  Some of the 
students at School #33 
had family members in-
volved in the incident so 
pray for them.  Other Oc-
tober highlights include 

teachers be-
ing apprecia-
tive of the 
notes sent to 
them, candy 
given out 
around Hal-
loween for 
the adults in 

the building (we don’t 
give candy to kids), some 
school supplies distribut-
ed to teachers, books giv-
en out to parents during 
Open House, flowers 
placed in the offices, kids 
tutored in reading and 
math, students encour-
aged to try their best, 
teachers supported in 
their classroom activities, 
games developed by vol-
unteers to engage kids in 
learning specific skills, 
and more. 
One story from the lock-
down.  I was in a 2nd 
grade classroom. The 
students and I were quiet-
ly huddled on one side of 
the room out of view 
from the doorway.  They 

were silently looking at 
some books.  The boy 
next to me whispered, “I 
don’t know how to read.  
Can you teach me?”  It 
wasn’t quite the right 
place to learn to read, but 
this is an example of how 
eager many of the stu-
dents are to learn.  They 
want to know and to suc-
ceed.  We are there to 
help them grow.  
Thank you for your ongo-
ing support whether 
through your presence at 
school, your prayers, or 
your donations.  The stu-
dents and staff at School 
#33 are learning more 
and more about our 
church involvement.  We 
are being salt and light in 
our needy world.  We are 
establishing relationships 
and encouraging persons.  
We are in this together.  
         
~Nancy Johnson 
 

Zuiderveens in Haiti 
with Resonate Minis-
tries 

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/ 

Bethany Cok working with 
Sonido del Movimiento 

 

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento 

Doug & Priscilla 
Higby with Wycliff 
Bible Translations 

 

higby.family/newsletter 

WHAT’S NEW WITH 
OUR MISSIONARIES? 

https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento
http://higby.family/newsletter
http://higby.family/newsletter
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“The Security 

Committee has talked 

with police and other 

security persons as well 

as searched the web for 

understanding of  how to 

increase security in our 

building in a manner 

that is reasonable.” 

We trust that God is sov-
ereign and controls all 
things. We are mindful of 
how perverse our world 
can be, yet do not wish to 
consider situations such 
as those that we hear on 
the news. But we are 
called to face big and dif-
ficult questions with wis-
dom and discernment, 
covered over by prayer.  

So far increasing church 
security has been a pleas-
ant task. I (Mary Ann) 
took a turn as Monitor 
during Sunday School. It 
made for a more welcom-
ing presence to have 
someone to greet people 
whenever they enter the 
building on Sunday. And 
it also increases our secu-
rity when we have some-
one who is able to moni-
tor the door. 

The Security Committee 
has talked with police and 
other security persons as 
well as searched the web 
for understanding of how 
to increase security in our 
building in a manner that 
is reasonable.  

All resources we have 
investigated advised a 
run, hide, fight scenario 
when presented by a po-
tential or actual unsafe 
event. They have also 
advised that as many peo-
ple as possible call the 

911 Center should 
they become in-
volved in an unsafe 
event. With that in 
mind the Security 
Committee has pro-
posed and Council 
has approved the 
following: 

 

During Sunday School 

1. The office entrance as 
well as all other en-
trances into the build-
ing other than the 
Main Entrance will be 
locked. 

2. All Classrooms and 
the Nursery are 
opened but doors are 
locked. Once Sunday 
School starts the 
Nursery doors are 
closed. 

3. Walkie talkies are in 
the Nursery, the 2 
Children in Worship 
rooms, and the adult 
Sunday School room 
in the lounge. 

4. A Monitor will be in 
the narthex with a 
walkie talkie. 

5. In the event of a real 
or potential unsafe 
event the Monitor will 
call over the radio say-
ing 911 twice.  

6. Adults in the lounge 
will go to the Sunday 
School classrooms and 
the Activity Room and 
advise 911. Classroom 
doors will be pulled 
closed at that time. 
Everyone who is able 
will call 911. 

7. The adult in Nursery 
will ensure both doors 
are closed. 

 

F RO M  T H E  SE C U R I T Y  C O M M I T T E E  
During Worship 

1. The office entrance as 
well as all other en-
trances into the build-
ing other than the 
Main Entrance will be 
locked. 

2. All Classrooms and 
the Nursery are 
opened but doors are 
locked. The Nursery 
doors are closed once 
Worship begins. 

3. Walkie talkies are in 
the Nursery and the 2 
Children in Worship 
rooms 

4. A Monitor will be in 
the narthex with a 
walkie talkie. The 
Main doors will be 
locked by the Monitor 
when worship begins. 
The doors will be un-
locked when worship 
ends. 

5. In the event of a real 
or potential unsafe 
event the Monitor will 
call over the radio say-
ing 911 twice.  

6. Adults in Children and 
Worship will close 
their doors. 

7. Those in the sanctuary 
will either Run or Hide 
or Fight. Everyone 
who is able will call 
911. 

During Sunday School 
the Monitor will be in the 
Narthex or Entry area 
from 8:50-10:10.  

During Worship the 
Monitor will be in the 
narthex from 10:30 to the 
end of worship. 

~The Security Committee 
– Mary Ann LaPolla, 
Michelle Selvaggio, Jan 
Nienhuis, Kelly Hooge 
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“By the end of  the week 

I was convinced of  two 

things:  First, the Haiti 

Deaf  Academy and the 

work it does is of  great 

value...” 
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It has been a month 
since I spent a week 
at the Haiti Deaf 
Academy, and I 
wanted to update 
everyone on my 
trip.   A variety of 
people and missions 
are involved with 
the care and educa-
tion of the acade-
my’s deaf children 
and their families, 
and they came to-

gether for a marathon 
two-day board meeting 
that I was allowed to par-
ticipate in. What stood 
out to me was the passion 
and unity of purpose I 
witnessed in this group.  
It was a testament to the 
working of God’s spirit to 
see people from Florida, 
Georgia, Minnesota, Ar-
kansas, Iowa, and Haiti 
working together to care 
for and education of the 
deaf children at HDA.   

During the week I tried to 
spend time with each 
board member, to learn 
more about the role each 
person or group plays in 
the lives of the kids and 
to understand as much as 
I could about how the 
home, the school and  all 
the participating missions 
and agencies work to-
gether. This is still a 
young organization, 
about 5 years old, and is a 
complex web of people 
and agencies. 

There is an audiologist 
from a group that sends 
teams all over the world 
to test the hearing of chil-
dren and adults and pro-
vide hearing aids.  A mis-
sionary couple has re-
cently joined the ministry 

and is now the directing  
the residence for the deaf 
children.  A nurse manag-
er leads a health team that 
visits twice a year to ex-
amine the children, up-
date all the health rec-
ords, and network with 
the clinic run by another 
mission that treats the 
children when needed.  A 
mission called Hope 
Signs has been assessing 
the children’s academic 
level and evaluating the 
teachers at the school the 
children attend. That 
school is run by yet an-
other mission but has 
hired several deaf teach-
ers-none of which has 
more than a ninth-grade 
education.  Haiti has no 
public schools, so the 
cost of tuition, uniforms, 
and school supplies must 
be paid by  parents or 
sponsor.   

Before the Haiti Deaf 
Academy began operat-
ing, deaf children had no 
future, so the Academy’s 
work is important.  The 
children live in a resi-
dence where the supervi-
sors are deaf, and Mere-
dith, one of the mission-
ary directors, is a certi-
fied interpreter. Sign lan-
guage is used by every-
one.  The children live at 
the home not because 
their parents don’t want 
them but because immer-
sion in the residence life 
is how they acquire lan-
guage. While I was there, 
a 5-year-old girl was 
brought to the residence 
by her parents, and she 
had no language beyond 
babbling.  Consider for a 
minute the five-year-olds 
you know, and how much 

M A RY ’ S  H A I T I  V I S I T  -  F I N A L  R E P O RT  
they understand about the 
world, how much they 
can tell you about the 
world, and you will have 
an idea how critical lan-
guage is. 

By the end of the week I 
was convinced of two 
things:  First, the Haiti 
Deaf Academy and the 
work it does is of great 
value.  It is not just giv-
ing children and their 
families language but are 
also the love of Christ 
Jesus and a way to learn 
more about God.  Sec-
ond, this is not the mis-
sion God has called me 
to.  I searched my heart, 
sought counsel from peo-
ple whose advice I trust 
and prayed.  In the end, I 
concluded that I did not 
have the passion or call 
for serving in Haiti, and 
that the expertise I could 
offer was being provided 
by others already com-
mitted to the school. I 
realized my “mission” is 
right here in my home 
community, and here I 
am doing what God has 
called me to do. 

~Mary Steensma 

 

If you are interested in 
learning more about the 
work being done and per-
haps sponsor a child’s 
education, you can go to  

www.haitideafacademy.c
om . 

http://www.haitideafacademy.com/
http://www.haitideafacademy.com/
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“Would you like to 

explore the possibility of  

being a part of  this 

group?” 

We are currently work-
ing on plans to send a 
group of interested peo-
ple from our church on a 
learning and service trip 
to Guatemala next sum-
mer. The dates will be 
July 7-13, 2019. Would 
you like to explore the 
possibility of being a part 
of this group? Then 
please mark your calen-
dar for an informational 
meeting on Sunday, No-
vember 11, in the church 
lounge right after the 
worship service. 

Not sure whether you 
might be interested? 
Why not come and listen 
and ask some questions 
and then see what you 
think! No commitments 
will be asked for at this 
meeting. We’d just like 
to share some infor-
mation that we hope will 
be helpful as you think 
about this opportunity. 
There will likely be ques-
tions we don’t have an-
swers to, so one im-
portant goal of the meet-
ing will be to collect 
those questions so we 
can find the answers for 
you.  

Bethany Cok, a member 
of our church who has 
been living and working 
in Guatemala for the past 
few years, is planning to 
join us on this trip, which 
will be conducted 
through our denomina-
tion’s relief and develop-
ment agency, World Re-
new. Bethany has accom-
panied five or six of 
these trips with church 
groups, and she has pro-
vided us with some infor-
mation about what 
they’re generally like. To 

GUATEMALA TRIP – MIGHT THIS BE FOR YOU? 

begin with, World Re-
new has several partner 
organizations in Guate-
mala that it facilitates, 
supports, and empowers. 
Each partner organiza-
tion works in various 
rural communities. 
Church groups on week-
long trips generally visit 
four communities associ-
ated with one of World 
Renew’s partner organi-
zations, one visit per day. 
Each day consists of sig-
nificant travel time over 
bumpy roads, a presenta-
tion from community 
leaders upon the group’s 
arrival, looking around 
the community including 
its school, learning about 
how World Renew is 
supporting the communi-
ty (especially in educa-
tion and agriculture), and 
interacting with commu-
nity members with the 
help of interpreters. 
There’s also an oppor-
tunity in each community 
for visiting groups to 
provide an hour or so of 
VBS-style programming 
for the children of the 
community, again with 
interpreters helping out. 
It’s a special occasion for 
the community when a 
church group visits, so 
the kids have a little time 
off from school so they 
can participate. Lunch 
for the group is usually 
served in the community 
being visited. At the end 
of the time in the com-
munity, there’s another 
long ride to get back to a 
town with a small hotel 
where the group usually 
has dinner before head-
ing off to bed. Hotel ac-
commodations are defi-
nitely not at the Marriott 

level, or even the Motel 6 
level! There will likely 
be a dinner featuring rice 
and beans, corn tortillas, 
maybe a vegetable, and 
perhaps even a bit of 
chicken. The hotel will 
have basic beds, indoor 
plumbing and cold run-
ning water.  

Many churches who send 
groups to Guatemala de-
cide to contribute some 
money toward a small 
construction project in 
one of the communities, 
and then the visiting 
group has an opportunity 
to participate in the be-
ginning of the construc-
tion project for a few 
hours. World Renew’s 
policy is that in order to 
make the project most 
successful, part of the 
financing and most of the 
labor should come from 
the community, and the 
decision as to what the 
actual project will be is 
made by the community 
and its leaders based on 
their priorities.  

Finally, the group has the 
opportunity to do a day 
or two of sightseeing at 
some of the very beauti-
ful spots in Guatemala. 
And with a day of travel 
on each end, the week is 
filled up! 

If this kind of trip sounds 
interesting to you, why 
not swing by the lounge 
after church on Novem-
ber 11 to find out a little 
more! If you can’t come 
to the meeting but would 
like to explore the possi-
bility of joining the trip, 
please talk with Julie 
VandeBrake or Sue Bratt 
Cok. 
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“For our first big event 

of  the year, a group of  

10 students and 2 

leaders spent the 

weekend at Covenant 

Acres Camp and 

Retreat Center down in 

scenic Pike, NY.” 
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Senior High Youth Group 
has gotten off to a great 
start this fall!  We've en-
joyed our  study in the 
book of Acts, ultimate 
frisbee, trivia games, dra-
matic readings of scrip-
ture, and singing "My 
Lighthouse" in our week-
ly meetings.  For our first 
big event of the year, a 
group of 10 students and 
2 leaders spent the week-
end at Covenant Acres 
Camp and Retreat Center 
down in scenic Pike, NY. 

On the evening of Friday, 
October 19, we met at 
church and after Pastor 
Anthony prayed over us, 
we piled into my mini-
van, Jennifer Carney's 
car, and the ginormous 
Veenje-mobile and made 
our way down to Cove-
nant Acres.  After a brief 
stop to pick up a pizza, 
we made it to our destina-
tion.  Accidentally pull-
ing into the wrong park-
ing lot, I decided to 
showcase my exemplary 
driving skills with a per-
fect k-turn.  Unfortunate-
ly, my perfect k-turn was 
made less-perfect by the 
fact that I had unknow-
ingly driven my front 
tires into some fairly deep 
mud (it was dark!).  After 
attempting in vain to push 

my mini-van out, the 
caretaker who had driven 
over to meet us was able 
to pull me out with a tow 
rope and his pickup 
truck.   

Rescued from the muck, 
we wasted no time get-
ting settled in and the 
guys (with some prompt-
ing from the leaders) gra-
ciously gave the ladies 
first pick of sleeping 
quarters.  Pizza, worship, 

and a study of John 4 
(Jesus' talk with the Sa-
maritan woman at the 
well) came next as we 
began to discuss the pow-
er that a believer's testi-
mony can have to witness 
to others.  The remainder 
of the night was spent 
playing air hockey, ping-
pong, and hanging out in 
the basement recreation 
area of the lodge until 

bedtime. 

Saturday morning 
(almost) everyone was 
awake early to witness 
the beautiful landscape 
that had been shrouded in 
darkness the night be-
fore.  The view of the 
morning light reflecting 
off the nearby pond, 
along with the fall colors 
on the trees was enough 
to have me singing the 
words to Psalm 8: "O 
LORD, our Lord, how 
majestic is your name in 
all the earth!"  After 
breakfast and a morning 
worship session, we took 
to the outdoors to enjoy 
God's beautiful creation 
before the soaking rains 
came.  A few of us chose 
to explore the water via 
canoe, while the rest went 
for a hike around the 
pond.  Choosing to go 
nautical, I was relieved to 

find that my canoe only 
had a small leak, though 
the water was quite 
cold.  About 30 minutes 
into our various outdoor 
explorations it began to 
sprinkle.  That sprinkle 
turned to sleet for a cou-
ple minutes before set-
tling into a nice, steady 
rain.  Needless to say, we 
all high-tailed it back to 

S R .  H I G H  YO U T H  N E W S  
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“...thank you to all the 

parents and church 

members who support 

this youth group with 

your time, gifts, and 

prayers - you make this 

ministry happen.” 

the lodge as fast as we 
could run/row.  We dried 
off and came together for 
an intense round of Bible 
trivia that was both excit-
ing and educational.   

In the afternoon, we 
worked individually on 
our own testimonies and 
faith stories through jour-
naling and personal devo-
tion time.  The evening 
featured another high-
octane (and full contact) 
round of Bible trivia, fol-
lowed by time spent shar-
ing some thoughts as a 
group from our earlier 
testimonial jour-
naling.  Hearing the stu-
dents share their 
thoughts, I was humbled 
by their courage and ma-
turity.  After concluding 
with prayer, we spent the 
rest of the night playing 
games.  I opted for board 
games and card games 
indoors, but many brave 
(and crazy) individuals 
chose to enjoy the sloppy 
wet outdoors with a game 
of manhunt.  Once every-
one had cleaned up from 
their muddy escapades 
we called it a night and 
retired to our bunk 
rooms. 

Sunday morning we had 
morning worship featur-
ing "My Lighthouse" by 
Rend Collective (the 
youth group's #1 most 

requested song) and 
closed with a group devo-
tional and prayer before 
packing up, cleaning up, 
and loading up.  The 
cleaning was a true group 
effort and the adage was 
mostly true that many 
hands made light 
work.  Jerry Sullivan ar-
rived to help with trans-
portation back to church, 
so we loaded our belong-
ings into the vehicles and 

treaded across a goose-
poop laden field to snag a 
photo op with the whole 
group by the pond.  As I 
drove away, I thanked 
God for an awesome 
weekend with a great 
group of people.   

To conclude my thoughts 
on our Fall Retreat I'd 
like to offer my 
thanks.  Thank you to 
Jenn Carney for your 
willingness to come on 
short notice and your in-

valuable help on the re-
treat - we were all blessed 
to have you 
there.  Thanks to Reba 
Veenje and Jerry Sullivan 
for providing transporta-
tion for the re-
treat.  Thanks to Meghan 
Sullivan and my wife 
Kourtney for providing 
meals for hungry, teenage 
mouths.  Thank you to 
Rend Collective for writ-
ing the only song that the 

youth of this church ever 
want to sing.  Thank you 
to all the Sr. High youth 
for being awesome and 
making it a fun and en-
joyable retreat.  And fi-
nally, thank you to all the 
parents and church mem-
bers who support this 
youth group with your 
time, gifts, and prayers - 
you make this ministry 
happen. 

 "I am so thankful to God, 
who always marches us 
to victory under the ban-
ner of the Anointed One; 
and through us He 
spreads the beautiful fra-
grance of His knowledge 
to every corner of the 
earth." 

~Jordan  
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“Please don’t hesitate to 

contact me with any 

questions—after all, if  

you don’t find me, I’ll 

find you.” 

~Mary Steensma. 
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Here are the important dates and information for FCWC 2019.  You can visit the 
Flower City Work Camp website for information about volunteer roles and what they 
involve. 

https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org 

Remember, we need ONE leader (work site, sidewalk club, sports camp or roving ex-
pert) for every 3.5 students.  Don’t ask me where we are getting our half-a-teen. 

We will also need overnight leaders for the week. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions—after all, if you don’t find me, 
I’ll find you. 

~Mary Steensma. 

mxs45@mac.com 

585-233-0101 

FCWC  - April 14th-18th, 2019 
This next year FCWC will be kicking off on a Sunday, the week before Easter.   

Check-in will be on Sunday, April 14th and pick-up will be on Thursday, April 18th.   

ALL Applications on line: https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer/ 

 

FCWC Key dates:  
November 1, 2018  – Applications for FCWC19 go live 
January 18, 2019  – Student Application close date 
January 18, 2019  – Adult Required Volunteer Application close date 
 
This year ALL BACKGROUND CHECKS will be done by FCWC as part of your 
application process, and you must read and confirm the youth safety policy. 

I T ’S  T I M E  T O  T H I N K  AB O U T  F L OW E R  
C I T Y  W O R K  C A M P !  

https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/
mailto:mxs45@mac.com
https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer/


Y O U ’R E  R I G H T  T O  V O T E !  
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“Render therefore unto 

Caesar the things which 

are Caesar's;… 

 

 

 

...and unto God the 

things that are God's.” 

Matthew22:21b 
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Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every 
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

11/22 Thanksgiving Day 

 World Renew 

11/25 Cameron Community Services 

11/4 Christian Education Society/ 
 Peter Fish Collected  

11/11 Deacons Fund  

11/18 International Missions  

N OV E M B E R  O F F E R I N G S  

Tuesday, November 6 
Get out and vote! 
 
At RCRC, we’ll be having our 
annual Election Day Bake Sale 
and Craft Sale to benefit Shepherd 
Home in Penfield.  
  
Make sure to stop by after voting. 
(even if you don’t vote at RCRC!) 

Tuesday, November 13 
Get out and vote! 
 
We need you!  
 
¨ Hear about our finances and 
vote on next year’s budget! 
¨ Hear about “The State of the 
Church!” at RCRC! 
¨ Vote on our excellent slate of 
nominees for Elder and Deacon! 
(see pgs. 4&5) 
 
Enjoy Free Coffee! 
We’ll see you there! 

RCRC 
Congregational 

Meeting 
 

Nov. 13 
7:00pm 
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Not their first rodeo… 

 

The Cadets made a simi-
lar trip 30 or so years 
ago.  

 

Recognize anyone? 

J R .H I G H  Y O U T H  A N D  CA D E T S  V I S I T  
B U F FA L O  NAVA L  M U S E U M  
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F A L L  F U N  FE S T I VA L  P H O T O S  
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N OV E M B E R  -  D E C E M B E R  B I R T H DAY S   

November 
Christine Ferraraccio 
Jeffrey Kuryla  

Donna Aldred  

Brenna Harris  

Alice Huussen  
Samuel Collins  

David Bruinsma 

Faith Ferraraccio 
Benjamin Hoadley  

Jill Zehr  

Autumn Punter  

Claire Hughes  
Ronald Cok  

Carole A. Levering  

Alexandra Cok  

Taeke Porte  
Edward Van Der Woude 

Ed Harding  

Julie VandeBrake  

Kathy Chambery  
Jantina Cornelison  

Sarah VandeBrake  

 
For actual birthdates, 
please refer to the 
“member Information” 
section (under the 
“More” tab of the RCRC 
website. 

Peter Veenje  

Walter M. Bruinsma 
Anna Davis  

 

December 
Peg Chambery 
Lorraine Kuipers 

Joyce Dobbenga 

Becky Hughes 

Dick Astifan 
Tony LaPolla 

Auke Verbree 

Andy Elliot 
Sherri Palsrok  

Jonathan Chambery  

O U R  C H U R C H  F A M I LY   
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer 
Page which is emailed out every 2 weeks from the 
Church Office.  Printed copies are available on the 
greeter table in the narthex. 

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC web-
site in the “Member Information” section under 
the “More” tab. 
  

Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray 
with you, or for you, each Sunday morning in 
room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes follow-
ing the morning worship service.   Written requests 
may be placed in the box in the room. All infor-
mation is kept confidential. 

A new Ladies Connection Group will begin in Novem-
ber. We will meet 2 Friday mornings a month. 

Join us to study the Sermon on the Mount.  If you are 
interested, please contact Shari Harrison at 377-6974 
or jsnyhonda@gmail.com. 

N E W  L A D I E S  C O N N E C T I O N  G RO U P   
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Lillian Barham  
Hill Haven Nursing Home 
1550 Empire Blvd 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
David Bruinsma 
St. John’s Home 
Hastings Building  
Room 248B 
Rochester, NY 14620 
 
Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  

Roger Hoadley  
The Legacy  
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 260  
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 

V I S I T A T I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are 
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at 

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

Marvin Lown  
Aaron Manor (613) 
100 St. Camillus Way 
Fairport, NY 14450 
 
Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Mary Zinkand  
The Episcopal Home 
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115 
Rochester, NY 14620 

 

The Fellowship Com-
mittee is made up of 
volunteers who seek to 
include visitors, regular 
attendees and members to 
become a family who 
worship, praise, work, 
pray together, and desire 

F RO M  T H E  F E L L OW S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  

to have deepening 
relationships with God 
and each other. The 
special events and the 
regular happenings are all 
meant to do that. We 
hope that the time spent 
with refreshments and 
conversation during the 
fellowship hour after 
worship accomplishes 
some of that. That’s also 
an opportunity to 
encourage and build each 
other up. Other activities 
on special days bring new 
opportunities to include 
those you do not yet 
know: Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New 
Year’s Eve  worship 
services  do that and so 

do Koinonia dinners and 
weekly classes, clubs and 
Bible studies. ...and 
volunteering. Visiting 
and singing in nursing 
homes, and care facilities, 
or people who live alone 
are much appreciated. In 
the New year we will 
have a talent night. Use 
your imagination and do 
some work preparing to 
participate. Do you have 
other ideas for the 
committee?  Or have you 
experienced something 
that is helpful? We’d  
welcome hearing from 
you!  

~Shari Harrison and 
Tineke Cornelison 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

Please sign up in the narthex if you are will-

ing to bring cookies or finger desserts for 

after the Thanksgiving service. 

Rev. Tineke Cornelison 
Minister of Invitation and 
Inclusion 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 2018 

1 7:00pm—Executive Mtg 

3 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

4 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ENDS 

 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 
 12:00pm—Sound Team 

Mtg. 
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth  

6 Election Day Bake Sale and 
Craft Sale 

 7:00pm—Deacon Mtg 

7 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—Cadet Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth  
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellow-

ship 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir  

8 7:00pm—Council Mtg 

10 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

11 Veterans Day 
 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 
 11:45am—Guatemala Mis-

sion Trip Informational Mtg 
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth  

13 7:00pm—Congregational Mtg 

14 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—GEMS Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir  

17 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

18 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 

21  7:30pm—Adult Choir  

22 10:00am —Thanksgiving 
Day Worship 

24 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

25 NO Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 

28 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—GEMS Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir  

Please go to the  RCRC web-
site for up-to-date calendar 
items 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwibqqrHn6zeAhUp5IMKHbzsAlYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.handletheheat.com%2Fbakery-style-chocolate-chip-cookies%2F&psig=AOvVaw2EZVNBYaz8OxpT76weDUUp&ust=15409
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjezIX2oKzeAhUNiIMKHX_qBCUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcarolscookies.com%2Frecipe%2Fchocolate-chip-coconut-cookie-bars&psig=AOvVaw1wstpuPl6TBeNIsIL6rYWP&ust=15409
https://www.rochestercrc.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/
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NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR OUR DECEMBER ISSUE:   

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2018 
 

DELIVERY DATE:  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018 

 
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) 

Next Month... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 
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