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women referred to in that 
genealogy:  Tamar (12/2), 
Rahab (12/9), Ruth 12/16), 
Bathsheba (12/23), and, of 
course, Mary (12/25). The 
focus of these sermons will 
be on how God kept his 
covenant promises and pre-
served the covenant line of 
the Messiah through the 
courageous stories of the 
lives of these five women.  
The stories of these women 
involve scandal, but also 
great heroism.  Most of all 
their stories remind us of 
our own story of salvation - 
we are all saved by grace.  
I am hoping their stories 
will speak to us, that we 
will gain greater apprecia-
tion for their heroism, and, 
most of all, see how they 
reveal our great Lord and 
Savior. 

Advent Sunday Even-
ing Services (and 
Sunday School plug!) 

As you are aware, this fall 
we have not had any Sun-

It's that time again, Christ-
mas is coming!  In this 
monthôs article, I thought I 
would give you a preview 
of what we will be doing 
here at RCRC to celebrate 
the Advent season. 

My Advent Preaching 
Series 

During the advent season, I 
will focus my preaching on 
the five women mentioned 
in the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel of 
Matthew. There are five 

day evening services.  In-
stead, our leadership decid-
ed to try an experiment - 
move my Sunday night 
teaching time to Sunday 
morning.  I have been 
teaching the adult Sunday 
School class and I have 
been really enjoying this.  I 
have been very pleased by 
attendance as we are aver-
aging between 40 and 50 
attendees. The discussion 
has been really engaging.  
If you have not come out 
for adult Sunday school, let 
me personally invite you to 
join the group!  As each 
class represents a 
standalone lesson, you can 
jump in at any time and 
you are very welcome to 
do so!  Come and join the 
discussion at 9:00 AM 
each Sunday in the lounge.   

Even though we are not 
holding regular evening 
services, we decided to add 
evening services to cele-

(contôd on pg. 2) 
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11/4 Hebrews Series:  
 Hebrews 10:1-39 
 Jesus is Our Obedience  

11/11 Guest Preacher,  
 Rev. Mark Randall 
 Matthew 16:13-20  
 Who Do You Say I Am? 

11/18 Hebrews Series: 
 Hebrews 11:1-12:3 
 Jesus is the Pioneer and  
 Perfecter of Our Faith 

11/22 Thanksgiving Day 
 Luke 17:11-19 
 The Other Nine 

11/25 Hebrews Series: 
 Hebrews 12:4-13:25 
 Consider Jesus  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS has 

moved to inside back cover 
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òAs you can see, we have 
a lot going on during 
Advent.  My hope is 
that these events will 
draw our community 

closer to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to one 
another.ó  
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 There will be silences 
that may last as long as 
five minutes.  They are 
opportunities to wonder, 
consider and pray.   

I hope you will plan to 
come out on December 2 to 
enjoy this unique worship 
experience.  Also, this ser-
vice provides a great op-
portunity to invite friends 
to experience a non-
intimidating celebration of 
the incarnation. 

December 9 - Family 
Fun Night 

On December 9, I will be 
experimenting with our 
first RCRC family night. 
This family night is open to 
all people in the church.  
The Senior High Youth 
Group will also be in at-
tendance.  The event will 
begin with singing a few 
Christmas carols led in a 
contemporary style by our 
own Jordan Grant.  After 
the singing, we will enjoy a 
casual meal of pizza and 
drinks together.  When the 
meal is completed, our 
night will conclude with 
the first annual RCRC Wits 
& Wagers game competi-
tion. Wits & Wagers is a 
fun, family friendly, trivia 
game that does not require 
you to be adept at trivia.  
The game will be played 
by dividing the attendees 
into seven different teams.  
It should be a great deal of 
fun. I hope you will con-
sider coming out on De-
cember 9 to be part of this 
family fun night.   

Once again, this event pre-
sents an opportune time to 
invite friends and acquaint-
ances to our church to ex-
perience a non-intimidating 
celebration of the incarna-

brate Advent. I thought it 
might be helpful for me to 
give you a preview of the 
content and nature of those 
services so as to whet your 
appetite and allow you to 
mark your calendars.  All 
of the services and events 
will begin at 6:00PM. 

December 2 - Taiz® 

On December 2, Juli Elliot 
will once again lead a 
Taiz® service.  Perhaps you 
are wondering, ñWhatôs a 
Taiz® service?ò  Well, Juli 
provides some help for us:   

Taiz® is a small village in 
eastern France.  For over 
60 years, it has been the 
home of a Christian mo-
nastic community made 
up of brothers from many 
different countries, 
speaking many different 
languages and, uniquely, 
belonging to several dif-
ferent Christian denomi-
nations.  The community 
has developed a unique 
style of meditative sing-
ing which focuses on the 
repetitive changing of 
short phrases from the 
Bible and other Christian 
texts in a range of lan-
guages.  As part of our 
welcome to this service, 
we ask worshippers to sit 
quietly or to join in sing-
ing as they feel most 
comfortable.  We follow 
a pattern based on the 
worship of the Taiz® 
community, one of 
whose aims has been to 
make Christian worship 
as simple and uncluttered 
as possible.  

tion.  We are asking that 
each family attending pro-
vide a donation of $5 to 
offset the cost of the food. 

December 16 - Les-
sons and Carols 

On December 16, our wor-
ship coordinator, Kathy 
Quinn, and a cast of other 
contributors  will be lead-
ing us in a time of lessons 
and carols.  The service 
will celebrate the incarna-
tion through a combination 
of scripture reading, visual 
arts, and music. Come see 
what our resident artist, Ed 
Bouwmeester, has in store 
for us this year.  Again, 
please consider inviting 
friends and acquaintances 
to this service.  

Mark Your Calendars 
and Invite Your 
Friends! 

As you can see, we have a 
lot going on during Ad-
vent.  My hope is that these 
events will draw our com-
munity closer to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to one 
another.  I am also hopeful 
that these events will pro-
vide opportunities to intro-
duce new people to the 
RCRC community.  I hope 
you will be able to attend 
one or more of these ser-
vices and that you will 
prayerfully consider invit-
ing someone to accompany 
you.   

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw7-vB5rDeAhWm6IMKHXVuChYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bethany-umc.org%2Fworship%2Flessons-and-carols&psig=AOvVaw0FLNjK2SensPZ4lssHVzTd&ust=1541079429665604
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òWe are all in this 
together, and if  we 

really take our mission 
seriously--and increase 
our giving accordingly--
we can accomplish great 
things to the glory of  

God.ó 

 

COUNCIL NOTES: OCTOBER 2018 

You can learn a lot about 
a person by looking at the 
way he or she spends 
money. The same can be 
said of a church. Does the 
church fight and wrangle 
over money? Is it parsi-
monious or generous? 
And where does the mon-
ey go? Most of us can tell 
a story or two about 
church divisions which 
started with the bottom 
line. 

At the October Council 
meeting we passed a mo-
tion regarding a budget to 
be presented at the No-
vember Congregational 
Meeting for your approv-
al. The budget represents 
input from staff and com-
mittee chairs as well as 
the hard work of David 
Cok, finance chair, and 
Tony LaPolla, treasurer. I 
am pleased to say that if a 
visitor were watching our 
church he or she would 
see a thoughtful discus-
sion focused on the 
things that matter, based 
both on the value of our 
ministries and the need to 
be careful with the re-
sources God has put at 
our disposal. The pro-
posed budget, which you 
will see in December, 
represents a modest 

cy and procedures for 
training, preventing, and 
reporting sexual harass-
ment in the RCRC work-
place environment. As 
well as being prudent and 
representing a positive 
effort to protect those 
who work for RCRC, this 
will meet New York 
State requirements for 
employers which will go 
into effect next year. 

Finally, Council ap-
proved a motion to award 
pastor Anthony a $1,500 
end-of-year bonus to re-
flect the extra burdens 
which have been unique 
to his first year in minis-
try with us. The denomi-
nation puts a heavy bur-
den on those entering the 
CRC from other denomi-
nations, and Anthony has 
borne these requirements, 
now almost complete, 
with grace and sincere 
effort. He has done all 
this in addition to his tre-
mendous pastoral efforts 
ministering to our church. 
October is Pastor Appre-
ciation Month. When you 
see him next, thank pas-
tor Anthony for his devo-
tion to the kingdom and 
hard work for the church! 

~Tim    Collins, Council 
President 

growth over our current 
budget, reflecting both 
the needs of the church, 
and an awareness that we 
shouldn't promise more 
than we believe we can 
deliver. It was great to 
see this sort of healthy 
and spiritually aware dis-
cussion.  

That said, we will have to 
take seriously our current 
deficit if we are to meet 
our budget goals 
for this year. We are all 
in this together, and if we 
really take our mission 
seriously--and increase 
our giving accordingly--
we can accomplish great 
things to the glory of 
God. 

Other business of Council 
included the transferring 
of Chris Fluit's  creden-
tials to Webster CRC, 
where he will be helping 
with pulpit supply in the 
coming months.  

At this year's Synod a call 
was made for each Clas-
sis to identify volunteers 
from local churches to 
help develop a classis-
side Safe-Church Team. 
While the goals of such a 
team are still undefined, 
Classis is hoping to as-
semble volunteers who 
have experience and con-
cern in this area. This is 
an opportunity to be in-
volved from the ground 
level in the effort to pre-
vent abuse and protect 
those who have been 
hurt. If you would like to 
be part of this important 
mission, please contact 
Neil Van Barneveldt pri-
or to November 30.  

Along these lines, Coun-
cil approved its own poli-

4ÉÍ #ÏÌÌÉÎÓȟ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 



Page 4 Volume 38,  Issue 10 

Tim Frelier 

I was born and baptized into RCRC and have been a life long member of the church. 
My parents, grandparents and other family members have also been long time mem-
bers and supporters of the church, so my roots run deep. I attended Sunday school, 
Cadets and Youth Group, graduated from Rochester Christian School (RCS) and 
Calvin College.  I have been employed as a civil engineer for 31 years in local gov-
ernment beginning at the City of Rochester and for the last 21 years at the Monroe 
County Department of Transportation.   I have taken the lead role on the Facilities 
Committee for 20+ years; served a 2 year term as elder at RCRC; served on the 
Boards of RCS and the RCS Foundation. I am honored to have been nominated to 
serve as elder and if elected will do my best with the Lords help to support the min-
istry of our church in that capacity. 

 

Alice Harris 

Alice is a life-long member of RCRC, the fourth child of the late Adrian & Corrie 
Verbree. She has been a member and leader of the Calvinettes (forerunner to our cur-
rent GEMS girls club), a member of the choir, and a Sunday School teacher. Alice 
worked as RCRC Administrative Assistant from 1991 ï 2001, supporting the minis-
tries of Pastors Paul Brink and Jim Van Tholen, along with several interim pastors 
during times of vacancy. Alice then worked as a legal secretary until she retired in 
2010 to care for her grandchildren, and to provide support for her parents and in-laws 
in the closing chapters of their lives. She has participated in Flower City Work Camp 
as a site leader, and in various work projects sponsored by RCRC, including Serve, 
Diakonia, and two service trips to Haiti. She currently is leading the Bereavement 
ministry, organizing meals and receptions for families during memorial services, and 
is co-editor of the Church Life Newsletter.  Alice is the amazingly patient wife of 
Gary, the beloved mother and mother-in law to Matt (Brenna) Harris and Christine 
(Paul) Ferraraccio, and the adored Meemaw to grandchildren Mackenzie, Caleb, Mad-
ison, Addie, and Faith. 

 

Danny Veenje 

As a lifelong member of Rochester CRC, I have served as a Cadet and Youth 
Group leader as well as a Deacon.  I am married to Reba and have 5 children (Sung 
Sung, Adrian, Coby, Nathaniel and Zach) and 1 grandchild, Katie.  We are also a 
host family for Nico, a foreign exchange student from Spain, for the 2018-2019 
school year.  I work at Paychex in Product Management and my hobbies include 
home remodeling and travel. 

 

 

 

 

Wilma Wierenga 

Wilma and her husband Ed Wierenga have been members of RCRC since 1977.  Wil-
ma has served on numerous church committees and was an Elder twice. Since retiring 
from RIT as Professor of German, she has been mentoring refugees, studying Italian, 
and keeping up with reading for two book groups. Wilma and Ed are expecting their 
first grandchild in December.  

B I O G R A P H I E S O F  N O M I N E E S F O R EL D E R   
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Sharon ñShariò Harrison 

 I grew up in Churchville, NY and have lived in the Rochester area my whole life.  I 
always believed in God. I have tried to live out my faith, especially when I was work-
ing as an Estate and Trust paralegal. I have served in several different leadership roles 
during my life. Since coming to RCRC I have served as Co-Chair of the Connection 
Group Committee, on the Fellowship Committee, The Pastor Search Committee, the 
Nursing Home Visitation Coordinator, as the CompassCare RCRC Liaison for several 
years and several other functions. 

 

 

 

Dianka Sobiech 

Having moved to the United States from South Africa with my family at age 8, the 
RCRC community welcomed us with open arms. Since then RCRC has become my 
extended family. Whenever I walk through the doors I always feel at home. This is 
why Nick and I ultimately decided to make RCRC our church home once again, so 
that Emi will have that same love surrounding her as she grows in her faith. In my 
adult life, I have loved being involved in many aspects at RCRC; from volunteering 
with the youth group and serving on the worship committee to risking it all to be an 
over night leader at Flower City Work Camp. I have also designed posters and bulle-
tin covers to help make RCRC more visible to visitors. But the ministry I am most 
passionate about would be Summerôs Best Two Weeks. I have been the director and 
administrator for the past 10 years. With help from my committee we have success-
fully grown the camp from 80 to 120 campers. Seeing Gods hand at work in the lives 

of so many campers and staff over the years has truly been a blessing! I am honored to be nominated as a Deacon 
and I hope to be able to serve God though this position.  

 

Tom Scott 

My name is Tom Scott and I was born and raised in Rochester. My wife Diane and I 
have been married for 42 years and we have 2 children, Kevin and Kari. Kevin and his 
wife have 2 children Samantha 13 and Kyle 11. Kari and her husband have a daughter 
Madeline that is 20 months old. We enjoy spending our family vacations together at the 
1000 Islands and with Dianeôs family in Ohio. 

I have spent much of my career in retail sales management eventually transitioning into 
commercial distribution. I am currently a Purchasing Manager for a Janitorial distribu-
tor in Rochester. In my spare time, I enjoy Genealogy, music and traveling.  

Diane and I are extremely happy to be back with our church family, many of those that 
we remember and many of the new friends that we have made. 

B I O G R A P H I E S O F  N O M I N E E S F O R D E AC O N  

RCRC 
Congregational Meeting  

Nov. 13 
7:00pm  
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Editors Note: 

òWhat are they up to?ó 

articles are written by Sue 

Bratt-Cok, and help us 

stay connected to our 

young adults.  

Many thanks, Sue!  
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WH AT  AR E TH E Y  UP TO? 
CH E C K I N G  I N  W I T H  O U R YO U N G  A D U LT S 

 Emma VandeBrake is a freshman this fall at 
Gordon College near Boston, having graduated from 
home-school high school this past spring. She actually 
earned her first Gordon credits toward the end of the 
summer when she participated in an intensive 12-day 
outdoor ed program of hiking and backpacking in the 
Adirondacks with other incoming Gordon freshmen. 
One day they hiked for 15 hours, and during the 
course of the trip they had several adventures, includ-
ing getting lost and having to deal with a participant 
who got a concussion. The trip was led by two older 
Gordon students who served as ñsherpas,ò named after 
the ethnic group in the Himalayas who guide moun-
tain climbing expeditions there. Emma enjoyed this 
trip so much that sheôs interested in being a sherpa 
herself next summer. One of the great aspects of the 
trip was that this is where Emma made some really 
good friends who continue to be her best friends at 
Gordon. This fall Emmaôs courses include biology, 
chemistry, Old Testament, Great Conversation, and 

first-year seminar. At this point sheôs planning to major in Environmental Studies. 

       Emmaôs favorite free-time activities include hanging out with friends and going to 
the beach on the Atlantic, which isnôt too far away. When asked how the dining hall 

 

Sophie is attending Ohio Northern University in 
Ada, Ohio. ONU is a private university affiliated 
with the United Methodist Church and founded in 
1871. Sophie is enrolled in the nursing program. 
Her favorite classes are biology and chemistry. She 
has made quite a few new friends and has been able 
to visit Cincinnati, Toledo, and Detroit, where her 
friends come from. Sophie came home for a visit 
and to celebrate her brother Ben's birthday with her 
family, but was away at college on her 18th birth-
day. Her friends gave her a happy birthday, though, 
complete with birthday cake and a visit to the mall 
in Cincinnati. Sophie loves studying in the library 
and has spent so much time there that the baristas at 
the Starbucks in the library knows her order by 
heart!  

 Sophie's birthday was October 13. Please consider sending her a card of en-
couragement as she continues in her first semester away from home at college. Her 
address at school is: Ohio Northern University, 402 W. College Ave., Ada, OH 45810. 

 

 (Thanks to Jean Spoelhof for providing this article.) 

Note: Weõve been presenting a series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through 

about age 25). In this issue we catch up with Sophie Spoelhof, Emma VandeBrake, and Autumn 

Punter. 


