
 

 

Advent begins on Sunday, 
November 27, 2022. It is 
coming soon. Advent al-
ways seems to sneak up on 
us and surprise us. I think 
that is fitting given the 
meaning of Advent.  

Sometimes people confuse 
Advent with Christmas. For 
many, Advent seems like a 
warm up band for the big 
show that comes every year 
on December 25th. That is 
a mistaken view. Advent is 
its own thing with its own 
message. A message that, 
until Christ comes again, 
remains perennially im-
portant and relevant to 
Christians attempting to live 
faithfully in a broken world. 

Fleming Rutledge expressed 
the significance of Advent 
in this way: 

Of all the seasons of the 
church year, Advent 
most closely mirrors the 
daily lives of Christians 
and of the church, asks 
the most important ethi-
cal questions, presents 
the most accurate pic-
ture of the human con-
dition, and above all, 
orients us to the future 
of the God who will 
come again. 

Advent is about much more 
than teeing up the birth of 
Jesus. As Rutledge points 
out in her book, Advent: The 
Once & Future Coming of Jesus 
Christ, in church tradition 
Advent really celebrates 
“three Advents: 

Adventus remdemp-
tionis: the incarnate 
Christ “born of the Vir-
gin Mary, crucified un-
der Pontius Pilate” 

Adventus sanctifica-
tionis: the presence of 
Christ in Word and  
sacrament 

Adventus glorifica-
mus: the coming in 
glory to be our judge on 
the last  day 

Of these three Advents, 
Rutledge contends (and I 
agree) that it is the third one 
that is most forgotten in our 
time. The second coming of 
Christ has been the forgot-
ten Advent because many 
churches have given up be-
lieving in it or preaching it 
and because many churches 
make Advent primarily 
about Christ’s first coming. 
This is an unfortunate trend 
on many levels. 

When we forget the third 
Advent the season becomes 
something that speaks only 
of the past, a retrospective 
of sorts. It makes Advent 
feel like a season of looking 
back, rather than one of 
looking forward. This tends 
to make Advent feel irrele-
vant, like it is a mere history 
lesson. That is wrong think-
ing. Advent is about real 
life, our real lives in the here 
and now. We are all living 
between the Advents. We 
live in the ever constant 
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November-December 

Worship  Schedule 

 

11/6—9:30AM 

“The Most Dangerous 

Thing About Us” 

James 3:1-12 

11/13—9:30AM 

“Pride & Providence” 

James 4:13-16 

11/20—9:30AM 

“A Call to Prayer” 

James 5:13-18 

11/24—10:00AM 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

“For Though They Knew”   

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

11/27—9:30AM 

“In The Days to Come” 

Isaiah 2:1-5  

12/4—9:30AM  

“A Shoot From A 

Stump” 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

12/11—9:30AM 

“The Desert Shall   

Blossom” 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

12/18—9:30AM  

“A Sign Both Deep & 

High” 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

12/25—9:30AM 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

“A Son Given To Us” 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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tension of the already and 
the not-yet. Advent is ever 
looking forward and is 
charged with longing and 
hope. Rutledge puts it this 
way: 

In a very real sense, the 
Christian community 
lives in Advent all the 
time. It can well be called 
the Time Between, be-
cause the people of God 
live in the time between the 
first coming of Christ, 
incognito in the stable of 
Bethlehem, and his sec-
ond coming, in glory, to 
judge the living and the 
dead. In the Time Be-
tween, ‘our lives are hid-
den with Christ in God; 
when Christ who is our 

life appears, then we also 
will appear with him in 
glory’ (Col. 3:3-4). Ad-
vent contains within it-
self the crucial balance of 
the now and the not-yet 
that our faith requires. 

This year we will be cele-
brating the season of Ad-
vent through the prophecy 
of Isaiah. Isaiah speaks 
powerfully and vividly about 
the promise of a coming 
Servant who will change the 
world. I hope that in the 
celebration of this season, 
and the hearing of the ser-
mons from Isaiah, you will 
see that this Servant has 
come in the fullness of time, 
is coming through the gift 
of his Spirit and his indwell-

ing of believers in this age, 
and will come again in glory 
at the end of the age. I also 
hope that all of you, who 
like me, live in the time be-
tween, a time often domi-
nated by suffering and dis-
couragement, will find new 
reasons to believe in and 
long for the new age to 
come when our Lord re-
turns to make all things new 
and set all things right in his 
third and final Advent.  

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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“The second coming of 

Christ has been the 

forgotten Advent 

because many churches 

have given up believing 

in it or preaching it.” 

 2022 RCRC Congregational Meeting 

Plan on attending the 

2022 RCRC Congrega-

tional Meeting! 

 

This is the annual congre-

gation-wide “business” 

meeting for our church.  

 

Hear about what’s been 

happening at RCRC, hear 

about our proposed budg-

et for 2023,  and get more 

information about the 

proposed projection sys-

tem for our sanctuary! 

 

 

All are welcome to attend, 

however voting for new 

council members (see pag-

es 3&4) and for next year’s 

budget are limited to 

RCRC communicant mem-

bers 18 years of age or old-

er.  

 

See you there! 

 

~Gary Harris, Editor 

Tuesday, 
Nov. 15 

 
7pm-9pm 

 
RCRC 

Fellowship 
Hall 
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For your information and prayers, the Council submits these profiles of nominees for election as elders and deacons 
of Rochester CRC, for terms of three years each.  The RCRC Council arrived at this set of nominees by a process of 
congregational input, prayer, and Council oversight that began in June.  Communicant members of the congregation, 
18 years and older, will be asked to vote at our Congregational Meeting, Tuesday, November 15, 2022. Absentee Bal-
lots are available at the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Retiring Elders:  Dave Dill, Susan Gilbert-Collins  

Continuing Elders:  Ann Michele Bouwmeester (’23), Sue Bratt-Cok (’24), Jeff Kuryla (’24),  Ken Page (’23), Esa 
Rantanen (’24) 

Retiring Deacons:  Shari Harrison (’22), Christina Thompson (’22) 

Continuing Deacons:  George Cline (’23), Jay Falvo (’24), Tim Hughes (’23), Steve Letter (’24) 

 

ELDER NOMINEES (2 positions are open.) 

Gary Harris, Susan Frelier, Neil van Barneveldt, Tim Vande Brake 

Gary Harris 

Raised in the Roman Catholic tradition, I joined RCRC when I married Alice Verbree in 1974. 
I’ve served several terms on Council as Deacon, Elder, and President of Council, and chaired 
several committees including Worship and Evangelism and co-chaired the Pastor Search 
Team. I’m a member of the choir, taught high school and adult Sunday School, and worked 
with the Worship and A/V teams to support the development of recorded worship services 
and our live streaming ministry. Alice (a life-long member of RCRC) and I are our current 
Church Life Newsletter editors, and we have two grown children, Matt (Brenna) and Christine 

(Paul), and 5 grandchildren. I’ve been employed by Wegmans for 40+ years and, Lord willing, will be retiring in May. I 
like to travel and camp with Alice and the family, cook, produce videos, can’t stay away from home and RV repair 
projects, and I am a die-hard Buffalo Bills fan. 

Sue Frelier 

I grew up in the Fairlawn CRC in Whitinsville, Ma. I attended Calvin University where I met 
my husband Tim. Upon graduation in 1987 I moved to Rochester and began attending Roch-
ester CRC where Tim is a lifelong member. I transferred my membership shortly after that. I 
have served in the church in many different ways over the years, including Children and 
Worship, Sunday school teacher, GEMS leader, Pastoral search teams and have served as a 
deacon several times as well as Clerk of Council.  

I currently spend a few days a week watching my granddaughters, ages 4 & 1, which has 
been such a blessing. I will be honored to serve our congregation and the Lord if I am elected. 

Neil van Barneveldt 

I grew up in the Netherlands and emigrated to the United States in 1996. In 2003 I moved to the Rochester Area to 
work at CooperVision as a software engineer, and I am still working there.  In the Netherlands I have been a member of 
the Gereformeerde Kerken van Nederland, and I have been a member of the Christian Reformed Churches since my 
immigration (Bellevue WA, Grand Rapids MI, Penfield NY). Here I have been on the council for two terms as an elder. 

Profiles of Deacon and Elder Nominees 
(Terms to Begin January 2023) 
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Tim Vande Brake 

My family moved to Rochester in 2001, and we joined RCRC in the fall of that year. Growing 
up, I belonged to the Presbyterian Church, and my family lived in Michigan, New Jersey, 
Georgia, and Tennessee. When we moved to Tennessee, my father taught at King College in 
Bristol, and on Sundays we would drive over Holston Mountain to a farming community in 
Shady Valley where he would preach in the Presbyterian church. This moment in my life—
essentially my junior high years—ended when my dad sustained a severe head injury in a 
motorcycle accident. For more than one reason I wish I could return to it, not least to know 
better the humble, godly people in this church. Like both of my parents, I have spent my ca-
reer as a teacher. Julie and I brought our family to Rochester so that I could take a job in liter-

ature at Roberts Wesleyan, where I’ve taught for over two decades. At RCRC, I’ve served as a Sunday school teacher, 
Worship Committee chair, and elder. Just as important, I’ve supported my wife in her work as Director of Youth. We 
have five children, two of whom (Anna Rose, and Peter) you may see in church on any given week. 

Ben Cooper 

I was born and raised in Ontario, Canada and was a part of the Free Methodist denomination 
until I came to Rochester in 2004. At that time I was attending Roberts Wesleyan College, 
where I met my wife Rebekah, and I have been living in Rochester ever since. We have three 
kids, Geoffrey, Kaniyah, and Matthias, who are involved in junior and senior high youth groups. 

In 2008 I started working for Roberts Wesleyan and have been working here for the last 14 
years as their webmaster. I have enjoyed my time working here and the people I work with 
are great. 

Our family has been coming to RCRC since around 2018. Before that we had been going to Trinity Reformed Church, 
where I had been a Deacon and helped out with other groups and activities around the church. 

I have played on the RCRC softball team and have enjoyed my time getting to know each of my teammates. In my 
spare time I enjoy works of science fiction and fantasy, board games, and being out in nature. I also enjoy listening to 
various podcasts that talk about theology, even if they hold different viewpoints from my own. 

Ray Croucher 

My wife (Darleen) and I have been attending RCRC since the time Pastor Anthony was filling 
in during a pastoral search. 

It was 1992 when I confessed to God that I was a sinner, asked for forgiveness, and recog-
nized Jesus Christ as Lord of my life. I started attending the United Church of Christ in Web-
ster and in 1995 started going to Browncroft Community Church. At BCC I was involved with 
the singles ministry, went on two mission trips to the Czech Republic, taught preschool and 
first grade Sunday school, helped out with VBS, was an usher, volunteered at Flower City 
Work Camp and was involved in a men's Bible study. It was at BCC that I was baptized. After 

BCC, we attended Pearce Memorial Church where we were involved with the Thanksgiving ministry and enjoyed 
Sunday school. 

So today, here we are at RCRC, where as first time visitors we were warmly greeted. Each time we came, we were 
made to feel comfortable. Currently, I help out with the sound team and still participate in FCWC. I am very humbled 
to just be a nominee for Deacon. I see this as an opportunity for God to use me to work with a group of Godly men 
and women to ensure that RCRC remains true to its core values and traditions as well as growing for the future. Be 
prayerful as all of the candidates are worthy of your consideration. 

DEACON NOMINEES (2 positions are open.) 

Ben Cooper, Ray Croucher 



 

 

“However, the staff is 

dedicated, students are 

learning, and lives are 

being touched by our 

partnership with the 

school. “  

SCHOOL 33 
will provide you 
with a bag of 
games, books, col-
oring supplies and 
paper to help you 
sit, talk, learn 
about their lives, 
and help them 
d e v e l o p  n e w 
skills.  You will be 

rewarded with smiles and 
hugs and the gratitude of 
the lunch monitors as you 
share yourself with these 
students. 

Would you like to be a read-
ing buddy?  A teacher will 
choose a student for you to 
work with once a week on 
reading and other skills.  
You need to be willing to 
listen and learn, no prior 
teaching experience needed. 
We will provide you with a 
bag of supplies to help get 
you started, and you will be 
a positive influence on the 
student’s life as you give of 
yourself to some of the least 
of these. 

A few other ways to bless 
the teachers and staff at 
School #33 are:  

 Donate candy which will 
be given to them along 
with an encouraging card. 
Bring your donations to 
church or the church of-
fice by November 7. 

 Purchase flowers to 
brighten the staff’s world.  
There is a special fund for 
this, so if you would like 
to participate in this way, 
talk to Mary or Nancy 
about how to go about 
this and get reimbursed 

We are in our sixth year 
partnering with School #33, 
located in the city on Web-
ster Avenue.  Even before 
the pandemic,  School 33 
students were considered 
“at risk”,  and the transition 
back to school post-
pandemic has been difficult 
for both students and staff. 
However, the staff is dedi-
cated, students are learning, 
and lives are being touched 
by our partnership with the 
school.   

We have a presence in the 
school with two members 
of our church:  Ester, who 
teaches Kindergarten Dual 
Language, Spanish and Eng-
lish, and Jay, who teaches 
Physical Education.  Two 
other members are already 
volunteering as each week 
Woody and Nancy sit at 
lunch tables with students 
to listen, chat, play a game 
or read with them.  The stu-
dents love having them 
there and the lunch staff is 
grateful for their presence.    

Would you like to join Nan-
cy and Woody and become 
a lunch buddy?  Come 
spend a half hour, or stay 
for more than one lunch 
period once a week to sit 
with a class of students? We 

for the expense. 

Why are we asking you to 
spend time in this city ele-
mentary school—isn’t writ-
ing cards and donating sup-
plies enough? God calls us 
to show his love to those in 
need, not only with our 
money, but our time. 

Being in the school can be 
hard, and the temptation in 
hands-on ministry can be to 
give up over time especially 
when it gets hard or the re-
sults seem nebulous. But, 
this is the work we are 
called to do for Jesus, and 
part of our vision to reach 
out’ as a community.   In 
doing so, we give thanks to 
God our father, and to 
 Jesus, for all he has done 
for us. 

Thank you.  The faculty and 
staff of School #33 appreci-
ate all that RCRC does for 
them.  Lives are being 
touched by our partnership.  

~Mary and Nancy 

If you would like to be a 
volunteer you will need to 
fill out a volunteer applica-
tion which can be found 
at https://docs.google.com
/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeis3
5 A b M 6 v O u t P -
q5MbCzOr61hGY7cnJnt48
7obqpVv3jYNg/viewform. 

Contact Mary Steensma, 

mxs45@mac.com or  

Nancy Johnson, 

nchj2015@gmail.com for 

more information. 
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mailto:nchj2015@gmail.com
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A few people this year asked 

me how long we have been 

doing the Fall Fun Festival. 

I knew I had started this 

Festival early on when I first 

became involved in the 

youth group ministry, but I 

wasn’t sure exactly when it 

started. So I went back to 

read my old emails to find 

out. The first Fall Fun Festi-

val happened in 2009. I was 

a volunteer leading the 

youth groups that year. I 

asked the Jr. High youth 

what they would like to 

name the festival since it 

was mostly Jr. High who 

helped me plan it that year. 

They  ca l led  i t  the 

“Fantastical International 

Fall Fun Festival!”  We had 

tables and food from differ-

ent countries and lots of fun 

activities. We also handed 

out flyers for the Open 

Door Mission to collect 

cans.  

 The next year, we short-

ened the name to “Fall Fun 

Festival.” In 2011 we invit-

ed the GEMS since it hap-

pened to be on a “GEMS 

night.” The next year, Ca-

dets asked if they could join, 

and we included everyone. 

The year after that, in 2013, 

the last Wednesday in Octo-

ber was neither a GEMS 

nor Cadets night (it was the 

5th Wednesday of the 

month) so the Jr. High was 

planning to have a “Black 

Light” party and do their 

own thing. But, the GEMS 

and Cadets and their coun-

selors were already looking 

forward to the Fall Fun Fes-

tival and people were asking 

about whether the youth 

group was going to host it 

again. It had already become 

a tradition. So we planned 

our “Black Light” event for 

another time and did the 

Fall Fun Festival to keep the 

tradition! At this point, we 

involved all the youth, 

GEMS and Cadet leaders in 

planning and we also wel-

comed any willing adults to 

help out!  

 We’ve had a costume con-

test since the beginning, and 

most of the activities have 

been fairly consistent. We 

stopped having a bobbing 

for apples station during the 

pandemic and other activi-

Fall Fun Festival 
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ties have now taken the 

place of that one. This year 

we made a few changes. The 

Jr. High youth wanted to do 

more decorations which you 

may have noticed around 

the church that evening. 

Danny Veenje (and one of 

his boys) usually lead the 

Minute to Win It station 

and this year they did Slot 

Car Racing instead. Char-

lene DeLallo always helps 

with a craft (or game) and 

Chrissy Ferraraccio does our 

photo booth back-drop 

(thanks to Dan Walsh for 

taking all the photos at the 

Photo Booth). Chrissy F. 

and Tim Hughes usually 

help the youth with all Face 

Painting. And this year we 

introduced something else 

new, a petting zoo outside 

the church. We had bunnies, 

Nigerian dwarf goats, ducks 

and a silkie hen. Thanks to 

Janae and her mom Callie 

for bringing their animals 

from Lilac Hill Farm!! I had 

met them at Genesee Coun-

try Village and Museum and 

was so pleased that they 

were willing to join us for 

the Fall Festival!  

As you can see from the 

photos, Fall Fun Festival 

2022 was super fun! Adults 

get into all the festivities 

along with their kids! I’m so 

thankful for all those who 

helped, and special thanks 

to Bethany Miller for being 

our “official photographer” 

and to Reba Veenje for all 

the photos she took as well! 

Oh, and Becky Hughes al-

ways counts the votes for 

me!! This year we thought 

we might have to do the 

voting again because we had 

not written down which 

numbers would correspond 

to which kids, but thankfully 

between Reba and Bethany 

we had photos of all the 

groups! Yay! Thanks to all 

the youth who helped lead 

the majority of our stations, 

and to all the parents who 

helped in many ways!! You 

are all much appreciated!  

 

 ~Julie Vande Brake, 

Dir. of Youth Ministries 
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Bristol Mountain Aerial Adventures! 

At the lock-in at the begin-

ning of September, the Sr. 

High youth voted for their 

top choices for youth 

events. The option with the 

most votes was Bristol 

Mountain Aerial Adven-

tures! On Sunday, October 

23, we were planning to go 

right after church. I had a 

migraine that started earlier, 

but got worse on Sunday 

morning. I called Nathan 

Zehr and Mike Carney (my 

scheduled drivers) that 

morning. Both of them 

were so sympathetic. Na-

than offered to come to my 

house and pick up my van 

so that there would be room 

to transport all the youth. 

Nathan and Paula took lots 

of photos so that I could 

see all the fun that everyone 

had. Mike got on the course 

with all the kids and encour-

aged them to try all the lev-

els (many of them complet-

ed the black course, which is 

the course with the highest 

level of difficulty). Believe 

me, that is a real accom-

plishment!!! Each element is 

suspended between plat-

forms that are secured to 

trees and the elements get 

progressively more challeng-

ing. It was a perfect fall day 

and all the youth had fun. 

Even though I felt that I 

had missed a special event, I 

was SO thankful to the par-

ents who stepped up to the 

plate and made it possible 

for everyone to still go! 

~ Julie Vande Brake, 

Dir. of Youth Ministries 

Fall Escapade 

Young Brave Achievers 

We’re Ready 

First Ascent 

Encourager 

Grand Finale 
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Equipment Instruction 

More Equipment Instruction 

Eager to Start 

Let’s Get Going 
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For birthday list, please refer to the “Members” section 

(under the “More” tab of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or your district elder.  

Happy Birthday 

 The RCRC Prayer Chain has changed to an email driven prayer chain. Please send 

your prayer requests to the following email address to be forwarded on to the con-

gregation: rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com  

We believe that praying for each other is vital to the health of Rochester Christian Re-

formed Church. The Elders hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to pray 

with and for others. We will no longer be publishing a prayer page because the immediacy 

of the prayer email will better reflect our congregation’s prayer requests.  

If you would like to be added to or deleted from the prayer chain list, please contact  Shari 

Harrison via email at: jsnyhonda@gmail.com            Thank you 

RCRC Prayer Chain  

“When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  

New Arrival 

Jean Haines is happy to announce the birth of her second 

great grandchild, Abigail Grace. Abigail lives in York, PA 

with her parents, Sarah and Eric, and her 2 1/2 year-old 

brother, Trevor.  

Cadet 2022 Rocket Launch 

 
The annual Cadet rocket launch was a great success! Great 

weather and everyone got their rockets back! 

mailto:rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Chain


 

 

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested 

in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com                       

Visitation Ministry 

Jean Haines 

Maplewood Nursing and 

Rehabilitation 

100 Daniel Drive 

Room 321 

Webster, NY 14580 

Ben Hoadley   

Shire Senior Living  

2515 Culver Road  

Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 

Brentland Woods 

3831 East Henrietta Road, 

Apt 110 

Henrietta NY  14467 
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Nov.-Dec. 

Offering Schedule 

 

November 

  6 CES–Peter Fish   

 Collected 

13 Deacon’s Fund 

20 Int’l Missions 

24 Thanksgiving Day—

Cameron Community 

Services 

27 World Renew 

 

December 

  4 CES  

11 General Ministries 

18 Int’l Missions 

25 Christmas Day—

Open Door Mission 

 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 

Causes 

Mission News! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working 

with Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz 

Family in Haiti (part of the CRCNA’s Resonate 

Global Missions), and locally The Open Door 

Mission and Cameron Community Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites 

can be found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 

(rochestercrc.org)   

Deacon’s Corner  
MITTENS, HATS AND SCARVES 

It is almost time to collect knitted mittens, hats 
and scarves for School 33 and the Open Door 
Ministry.   

We will have a MITTEN TREE again this year 
located in the narthex.  You can attach home-
made or store bought mittens and gloves to it. 

All Knitted items must be at RCRC no later than 
December 4th.  There will be a box in the coat 
room to collect the items. 

Thank you for your contributions to help our 
neighbors. 

~Shari Harrison, Deacon Chair 

mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/


 

 

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR  

January-February 2023 ISSUE:  

Sunday, January 1, 2023 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” or “Newsletter” in the subject       

line of submissions) 

2750 Atlantic Ave.  

Penfield, NY 14526 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rochestercrc.org 

Phone: 585-381-7861 

Email: office@rochestercrc.org 

Church Life is published several times a year by the  

Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home

