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C HURCH L IFE
November-December
Worship Schedule
11/7—10:00AM

“Dear Laodicea”
Revelation 3:14-22
11/14 - 10:00AM

Joanna
Luke 8:1-3, 24:1-12
11/21 - 10:00AM

“A Handmaid’s Tale?
I Timothy 2:12-15
11/28 - 10:00AM
First Sunday of Advent

A Blue Christmas: Get Real
Mark 13:24-37

12/5 - 10:00AM
Second Sunday of Advent

ADVENT PREVIEW: SHOULD WE HAVE A BLUE
CHRISTMAS?

A Blue Christmas: Be Honest
Matthew 1:18-25
12/12—10:00AM
Third Sunday of Advent

A Blue Christmas: Believe in
“Both And”
Luke 2:25-35
12/19—10:00AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

A Blue Christmas: Hope on
Loan
Luke 1:26-38
12/25—10:00AM
Christmas

A Weary World Rejoices
Matthew 1:22-23
12/26—10:00AM

The Good Son
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
I know. I know. For those of you of a certain age you are thinking about Elvis and
are hearing him singing his song entitled,
“Blue Christmas.” It is funny how we have
assigned colors to various emotions. Green
with envy, yellow with fear, red with rage
(or passion), and blue with sadness. We

even have a whole genre of music which is
evocative of melancholy and despair...the
blues. Sometimes we just feel blue. Elvis
felt that way, at least in his song, because
he could not be with the person he loved at
Christmas and so he sang, “I'll have a blue
Christmas without you.”
Most of the time we associate Christmas
with happiness and merry making. Of
course, that is not the case for everyone.
For many people, Christmas is the hardest
time of the year. Sometimes this is caused
by loneliness. Other times it is caused by a
sense of loss. My father and father-in-law
both died in November and my grandfather died in December. Every year I think
about them at this time of year and the
memory of their loss does cast a shadow
over my cheer. For those who have lost
spouses, or children, this sense of loss is
exponentially greater. Even if you did not
lose someone around the holidays, those
who have lost at different times of the calendar year often feel the loss of their loved
one most acutely during this season.
The Christian tradition has a fascinating
history when it comes to Christmas. Some-
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“One could say that
Advent can give you the
blues. According to the
Christian tradition,
that’s actually the point
of Advent.”
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times Christmas was banned and other
times embraced. Of course, now Christmas
is essentially secular, which is rather odd
when you think of it. I wish the secularists
would go back to celebrating the winter
solstice! Part of the Christian tradition with
regard to Christmas is the Advent season.
Advent consists of the four Sundays before
Christmas Day. Our secular culture does
not celebrate Advent and that does not
surprise me. Christmas fits with a secular
view of the world. Materialism, consumerism, and merry making all fit well with
those living without eschatological and immaterial hope. It makes sense that Advent
gets little secular attention because, to be
honest, Advent is a real downer in many
ways. Advent is about longing, waiting, and
being real about how much is wrong in the
world. It is a rather depressing season according to modern sensibilities. One could
say that Advent can give you the blues.
According to the Christian tradition, that’s
actually the point of Advent.
Of course, the season of Advent ends with
Christmas. Longing gives way to possession. Fear gives way to hope. Darkness
gives way to light. The blues give way to
joy and a weary world rejoices. This year
my Advent sermon series will be inspired
by a book by Kathy Escobar entitled, A
Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas. It
is a book that reminds us that it is ok to
feel blue during Advent. It is a book that

reminds us that it is ok to be realistic, honest, to deal with the tensions and paradoxes
of our faith, and to realize that sometimes
we need to borrow our hope. I hope to
take these themes and turn them into sermons that will encourage and help during
Advent and Christmas. I also hope that
these messages will turn your eyes to Jesus.
He understands the blues. He was a man of
sorrows and understood a thing or two
about grief. I hope you will be drawn closer
to Jesus this Advent and Christmas and
that, in him, you will find cause to be merry.
~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

N OV E M B E R - D E C E M B E R O F F E R I N G S
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:

11/7

World Hunger Sunday
Peter Fish Collected
11/14 Cameron Community Services
11/21 International Missions
11/28 World Renew

12/5
12/12
12/19
12/25
12/26

Christian Education Society
RCRC General Ministries
International Missions
Open Door Mission
RCRC General Ministries

C h ur c h L i f e

Page 3

2021 RCRC Congregational Meeting!
When:
Time:
Locations:

Tuesday, November 16
7:00PM
Live at RCRC in the Sanctuary
To attend via LiveStream,
send your email to the Church Office!

You won’t want to miss our annual Congregational Meeting! Hear
updates on what’s happening at RCRC! Members over 18 will be able to
vote on the new church officers (elders and deacons) and on our
proposed budget for 2022!
Profiles of Deacon and Elder Nominees
(Terms to Begin January 2022)
For your information and prayers, the Council submits the following profiles of nominees for election as elders
and deacons of Rochester CRC, for terms of three years each. The RCRC Council arrived at this set of nominees
by a process of congregational input, prayer, and consultation that began in June. Communicant members of the
congregation, 18 years and older, will be asked to vote at our Congregational Meeting, Tuesday, November 16,
2021.
Retiring Elders:
Tim Frelier, Alice Harris, Danny Veenje
Continuing Elders: Ann Michele Bouwmeester (’23), Dave Dill (’22), Susan Gilbert-Collins (’22),
Ken Page (’23)
Retiring Deacons: Dan Hooge, Dianka Sobiech*(extra deacon), Steve Letter
Continuing Deacons: George Cline (’23), Shari Harrison (’22), Tim Hughes (’23),
Christina Thompson (’22)
An absentee ballot is provided on page 7 for those who can’t attend. Please read the instructions on the ballot
for how to submit them.
For more information, the Guidelines for Congregational Meetings are in the Members section of our website at
RochesterCRC.org.
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Elder Nominees (3 positions are open.): Sue Bratt Cok, Jeff Kuryla, Esa Rantanen,
Neil van Barneveldt, and Ed Wierenga
Sue Bratt Cok
My husband Ron and I have been members of this church since 1981, and we
raised our three now-grown daughters here. I’ve previously served the church as
worship coordinator, deacon, and elder. As I emerge from my time of intensive
cancer treatment, and as I look at the potential of this time in the life of our
church, I am eager to once again deeply engage. Priorities that I see include caring
for and encouraging the full participation of all members, maintaining and increasing our current outreach efforts, and continuing to care for and support our pastor
as he shepherds us in these times that have been so difficult for pastors.

Jeff Kuryla
I met my wife Ginny Bruinsma Kuryla at SUNY Oswego and we were married
here at RCRC in 1999. I have been worshiping here since 1998 and officially became a member shortly thereafter. Ginny and I have 2 daughters - Elizabeth and
Amanda. I am self-employed as a mobile disc jockey. I own and operate a DJ Service - Whirlin' Disc DJs. I have been active here at RCRC coordinating the Koinonia dinners and helping wherever asked. I enjoyed serving on the RCRC Church
Council as a Deacon, Chairperson of Deacons, and past President of Council.
Other activities include playing on the softball team, decorating the church for the
holidays, and any activities that I’m asked to assist with. I look forward to continuing in service in whatever capacity God chooses for me!
Esa Rantanen
I hail from Finland, but by now have lived and worked in the US for half of my
life (April 6, 2022, to be exact, marks this rather odd anniversary). I am currently a
professor of (engineering) psychology at RIT.
My faith journey is too long to be told here, but briefly: I have been very impressed by C.S. Lewis’ writing and his “Mere Christianity” in particular, as well as
the 1st century Christianity (the book of Acts is my favorite in the Bible). My faith
has also been heavily influenced by my training as a researcher. At the present
stage of my journey, I am still very fascinated by what may be called "reasonable
faith". I really love John 1:1-5, where the "Word" means "Logos", which in Greek
thought is the divine principle of reason that gives order to the universe and links
the human mind to the mind of God.
My wife Ann joined the RCRC in the fall of 2018 and I a couple of months later.
How we found this church makes for a good story, but it, too, is too long to tell here (please ask some other
time). We have both been impressed and indeed blessed by the warmth and closeness of the RCRC congregation, from our very first visit to the unparalleled outpouring of love and support during our medical crisis last
year.
I volunteered to be nominated for an elder because I, too, would like to become more active in the life of the
congregation (commercial break: I am already leading the Men’s Bible Study on Saturday mornings) and give
back what we have already received in the short time that we have been members. I have greatly enjoyed the
many social events, community outreach, and especially the educational offerings of RCRC. I would like to help
sustain and strengthen these.

C h ur c h L i f e
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Neil van Barneveldt
I grew up in the Netherlands and emigrated to the United States in 1996. In 2003 I moved to the Rochester Area
to work at CooperVision as a software engineer, and I am still working there.
In the Netherlands I have been a member of the Gereformeerde Kerken van Nederland, and I have been a
member of the Christian Reformed Churches since my immigration (Bellevue WA, Grand Rapids MI, Penfield
NY). Here I have been on the council for two terms as an elder.
Edward Wierenga
Edward Wierenga has been a member of RCRC since 1977. During that
time he has served as an elder (three terms), as chair of the Worship Committee, and as a high school and adult Sunday School teacher. In 2017 he
was the congregation’s delegate to Synod, and from 1997-2002 he was a
member of the Board of Trustees of Calvin College as the representative of
Classis Atlantic Northeast. He has been married to Wilma (Vierzen) for 50
years. Their two children, Christina and Stephen, were raised in RCRC. Ed
retired in 2017 from the University of Rochester, after forty years of teaching philosophy of religion and other courses. Ed values the Christian Reformed Church’s confessional commitment to the Protestant Reformation,
and he believes that the Reformation’s motto “Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda” (“the church reformed, always reforming”) commits us to continually look for ways to improve our understanding and application of God’s call and promises to us. Ed is eager to return to communal worship when
the congregation is fully vaccinated and masked or when the pandemic is over, whichever comes first. In the
meantime, he appreciates our livestream option.

Deacon nominees (2 positions are open.): Ray Croucher, Jay Falvo, Steve Letter, and Jim Leunk
Ray Croucher
My wife (Darleen) and I have been attending RCRC since the time Pastor Anthony was filling in during a pastoral search.
It was 1992 when I confessed to God that I was a sinner, asked for forgiveness,
and recognized Jesus Christ as Lord of my life. I started attending the United
Church of Christ in Webster and in 1995 started going to Browncroft Community
Church. At BCC I was involved with the singles ministry, went on two mission
trips to the Czech Republic, taught preschool and first grade Sunday school,
helped out with VBS, was an usher, volunteered at Flower City Work Camp and
was involved in a men's Bible study. It was at BCC that I was baptized. After
BCC, we attended Pearce Memorial Church where we were involved with the
Thanksgiving ministry (still are) and enjoyed Sunday school.
So today, here we are at RCRC, where as first time visitors we were warmly greeted. Each time we came, we were made to feel comfortable. Currently, I help out with the sound team and still
participate in FCWC. I am very humbled to just be a nominee for Deacon. I see this as an opportunity for God
to use me to work with a group of Godly men and women to ensure that RCRC remains true to its core values
and traditions as well as growing for the future. Be prayerful as all of the candidates are worthy of your consideration.
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Jay Falvo
Born and raised in Rochester, I grew up in the town of Greece and attended
school there as well. My mother was an art teacher in Greece, and my father a
technical writer for a host of different companies. Growing up, I attended
Parkminster Presbyterian Church followed by Brighton Presbyterian Church,
and split time at St. Charles Catholic Church. Married to Lisa, we have three
children: Jake, Luke & Kaelyn. Since marriage, we have attended several different churches and denominations before finding our home at RCRC.
I have spent the last twenty years as a physical education teacher in the Rochester City School District, specifically School #33. Over the years, I have served
as a volunteer through youth sports, cub scouts, and Flower City Work Camp. I
feel called to give more of my time to RCRC in any capacity, and would be
honored to become a deacon if selected.
Steve Letter
I was born and raised in the Rochester area, grew up in Penfield, attended Webster Schools and RIT. We have lived near Main and Winton in Rochester for 39
years.
I'm married to Petra, father of three grown children; Rebekah Cooper, Amanda
Kuttner and Benjamin. I'm presently employed as an electrical engineer at Kodak Alaris in the photo kiosk development group.
I'm a little bit of a mutt denomination wise. I mostly grew up at First Reformed
Church, transferred to Webster Presbyterian, Covenant United Methodist, Trinity Reformed and recently to RCRC.
My ministry involvement has included serving as a youth advisor with Petra,
Deacon, Council Member, Youth Advisor, Sunday School teacher in past
churches. During our time at Trinity I served as an elder delegate to Albany and General Synods and as classis
president, and participated with search teams and other committees. I had about 60 hours in mediation training as
part of my work with RCA Rochester Classis. While at Webster and Covenant I served on the board for Flower
City Habitat for Humanity which remains my favorite service ministry along with Open Door Mission.
I'm pleased that God has led us to RCRC where we have found good teaching and fellowship. I’ve served as a
deacon for the past year and am blessed by the congregation’s willingness to support our many special causes. I
hope to continue to live out this call toward urban ministry by serving a full term.
Jim Leunk
I'm a retired newspaper editor and live in the city with my wife, Mary Steensma. We
have three married daughters and six grandchildren.
I'm a native of Grand Rapids, Mich., but have lived in Rochester and been a member of our church since 1983. Over the years I have taught Sunday school for firstgraders, grades 4-6 and adults. I've served three terms as a deacon, have been chairman of the deacons three times and have served one year as president of the full
church council. This year I served on the committee that guided installation of our
solar power system.
As a deacon I would want to emphasize good fiscal management, of course. But
beyond that I would want to put high priority on fostering good financial stewardship and faithful giving within the congregation; increasing our sense of environmental responsibility and care for creation, both as a church and as individual
households; remaining closely connected and highly supportive of the denominational ministry agencies; and supporting members of our congregation when they participate in local ministry efforts or charitable endeavors not
directly connected to our church.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS
One of our Sr. High members suggested
we kick-off the year with a trip to Bristol
Mountain Aerial Adventures. Seven different challenge courses are interwoven in the
forest canopy. In the photos you can see
some of the youth on tightrope walks, rope
ladders, and bridges. It was definitely a
challenge, but they persevered and had fun.
It was a beautiful fall day, and we enjoyed a
picnic and some games at the top of the
mountain afterwards. All in all, it was a very
fun adventure at Bristol Mountain!
The Jr. High
youth
group
hosted the Fall
Festival again
this year (we
weren't sure it
would happen at
first but we did
it!). The costume
contest
was a lot of fun
as
always!
Thanks to the GEMS leaders (Charlene
DeLallo and Chrissy Ferraraccio) for helping the Youth Group to come up with fun
stations again! And thanks to Dan Walsh
and Jeffery Kuryla for providing a great
photo booth . . . I think the adults had as
much fun as the kids did getting their photos taken! Thanks to everyone who helped
out!

On November 5 the Sr. High youth will
travel to Lancaster, PA for a one-day youth
conference (November 6) called Always
Ready. On their website, the theme of the
conference is described as Apologetics 101:
"Christian young people face a variety of
attacks on the truth of Christianity, and it is
vital that they be prepared to give an answer for the hope within them. To help
equip young Christian men and women for
defending the faith, this conference will
provide an overview of key issues in apologetics and give answers to some of the
most common attacks on the Christian
faith."
Designed for Christian teens to learn to talk
about their faith with non-Christian friends,
this event has gifted speakers and we are all
looking forward to it!
~ Julie Vande Brake

C h ur c h L i f e
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GEMS NEWS
GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) is back for in person club meetings this
year! At our kickoff meeting in September,
Charlene DeLallo, Chrissy Ferraraccio, and
Amanda Kuryla welcomed ten girls to club.
The GEMS room was once again filled with
laughter, music, and excitement.

This year our Unshakeable theme is based
on Psalm 62:2. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
Through this verse and a few others, we will
learn about how God is truly an Unshakeable force in our lives. On theme night we
made glitter globes for our craft. These
globes, help us remember when the world is
shaking around us and everything seems out
of control, we can turn to God and know
we are his children and he is our protector,
our fortress in the storm.
This year’s Unshakeable theme features five
promises God makes to us. We’ve already
introduced the first unbreakable promise, I
am loved. This promise may seem familiar if

you have a girl in GEMS or have been keeping track of our club as this picks up where
our last theme left off. This promise reminds us that no matter what, God loves us.
In the coming months we’ll learn more
about God’s unshakable promises to us
through lessons themed around the following:
I am loved
I am not alone
I am strong
I am forgiven
I am a world changer
GEMS has provided us with another fun
way to pray using M&M candies or skittles
which we’ve introduced in club. Each colored candy represents a topic area for our
group prayer time. Green represents the
world, blue helps remind us to pray for people who are sick, red symbolizes love, yellow
for people who are helpers, orange reminds
us to pray for people who may not know
Jesus, and brown is for praying for ourselves. So, while you’re finishing up the Halloween candy stash, and as we transition
into the month of giving thanks, remember
when you see a yellow M&M or skittle to
take a moment and thank God for the people in your life who help you and make you
smile- they truly are gifts from God.
~Charlene DeLallo
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R E F U G E E U P DAT E

[KOP’s] mission is “To
provide comprehensive
resettlement assistance to
endangered wartime
allies who served U.S.
interests in conflict and
war zones”.

Thank you! Your contributions to the Deacon Fund are
helping an Afghan refugee
family resettle in Rochester.
Thank you to the 13 people
who stepped forward to assist
this refugee family. Thank you
for signing Nilofar’s birthday
card! And finally thank you to
those of you who have donated clothing and furniture.
The past several weeks have
been a whirlwind for our volunteers helping this family. Of
course, it’s been even more
traumatic for our refugee family. They left Afghanistan as Kabul fell to the Taliban leaving everything behind. Somehow,
they managed to get out with their four small children. They spent several weeks at a US
Army base in the US before flying to Rochester on October 4th with just the clothes on
their backs. They now have furniture, several changes of clothes, an apartment, food, a few
toys for the children, and new American friends! Three of the four children are now enrolled in school. The husband is studying English at school and the wife studying English
remotely. The family is also expecting another child!
We’re currently in the process of readying a rental
home for them. The house is owned by another refugee organization. Their current apartment is too small
and they don’t feel safe. (A shooting occurred outside
their apartment.) It needs a lot of cleaning, painting,
and a few repairs.
Please stay tuned for a toy drive that will be organized
by the Deacons. Please note that the charity that we’re
working with, Keeping Our Promise, accepts donations of furniture, linens, toys, and household goods.
Please go to their website at KeepingOurPromise.org
for more information.
~Ken Page

C h ur c h L i f e
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PRAISE REPORT
Thanks to everyone who prayed for me
this past week and to the LORD who
graciously answered those prayers. I was
slated to give a presentation on teaching
robotics at SUNY Oswego's Fall Conference for Technology Educators. A
recent sermon had convicted me that I
should be speaking a message there for
God's glory and not my own career advancement so I requested prayer from
the virtual prayer meeting attendees.

3) They took me to see a Maker Space
of their own creation. While there, another young male teacher approached
me and said he'll be emailing me frequently as he had a 'total mental and
spiritual breakdown' last year due to the
changes in the teaching environment.
He said rightly that teachers don't discuss their stressors and that we aren't
trained to compartmentalize the trauma
we experience.

What happened next was:

As I was standing there with 3 youngish
teachers pouring out their hearts to me,
I knew it had nothing to do with my
presentation topic but very much to do
with the admonition in Titus 2 and the
fact that people were praying for me.
Please continue to ask the LORD to
show me what I am supposed to be doing in helping the next generation of
teachers and in what ways I can encourage them in the LORD. Thanks so
much for praying.

1) My morning devotional reading on
that day was "coincidentally" from Titus
2:7 - 8: "In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned..." which became the
desire of my heart.
2) The talk was very well attended and
afterwards a young female teacher told
me I had read her mind as I spoke of
the internal changes I experienced
through the pandemic. It was a very
honest and open spiritual conversation
with a total stranger. Her husband was
standing nearby and he joined in.

MISSION NEWS!
Check up on the latest from the Higby’s
(working with Wycliff Bible Translations),
the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti (part of the
CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and
locally The Open Door Mission and Cameron Community Center.
Their newsletters and/or links to their websites can be found on our website:
Rochester Christian Reformed Church |
Outreach (rochestercrc.org)

~Ellen Harp

“In everything set them
an example by doing
what is good. In
your teaching show
integrity, seriousness and
soundness of speech that
cannot be condemned..."
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WE APPRECIATE YOU
On Sunday, October 31 we had the opportunity to recognize
Pastors Anthony and Tineke and their families for their ministry among us.
Cake was served and gifts were given to show our appreciation
for the many ways RCRC has been blessed by their service.

NEW BANNERS—SHARE YOUR MEMORIES
I N O U R S A N C T UA R Y

“Whatever the piece,
each must hold some
intrinsic meaning for you
that represents
resurrection, hope and
comfort, or some kind of
manifestation,
recollection/reflection of
glory, some sense of
light, joy, or precious
moment in time.”

Thank you for the positive feedback on the
Ordinary Time banner ensemble. Soon the
Advent and Christmas sets will be displayed. As you can imagine, the banners
and paraments take some time to complete,
which is why we are already looking ahead
to Easter. For the new Easter 2022 banners, we would like participation from you!
We are looking for swatches of fabric from
your home, be it a vintage handkerchief, a
square from a beloved spouse’s shirt, a
remnant from a craft project, a cut from a
quilt, a remnant from a dress from your
first date, an old tie you wore to a special
wedding, or cloth that lined a gift box.
Whatever the piece, each must hold some
intrinsic meaning for you that represents
resurrection, hope and comfort, or some
kind of manifestation, recollection/
reflection of glory, some sense of light, joy,
or precious moment in time. Multi-cultural
and multi-generational experiences are also
encouraged.
The creative team will do its best to use all
the swatches, yet may not be able to include
them all due to design factors and size restrictions. The chosen pieces will be ap-

pliqued to the new set of Easter banners.
If anyone is willing to share what their
piece of fabric means to them, please attach
your reflections with your piece of fabric,
or email me your thoughts along with a
photo of the fabric piece you’re donating:
KHPupstate@gmail.com
Deadline: by December 31, 2021
Delivery: Pieces of fabric may be delivered
to the church in a box marked “Easter banner fabrics”
Criteria: All fabric must be in pastel colors
in any type or weight except no leather, fur,
or vinyl
Size: Pieces must be cut no larger than 10 x
10 inches and no smaller than 5 x 5 inches.
Handkerchiefs need not be cut
Number of "entries": Up to ten (10) pieces
per person
Please contact Kathrine Page for further
information.
Banner Team Members: Kathrine Page,
Petra Letter, Jeff Harp, Dave Dill, Michelle
Selvaggio
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Hammock Prayers
JoMae Spoelhof

When illness or other trials come,
the prayers of God’s people
form an invisible hammock
woven of air yet strong as steel
to gently rock a fearful heart.
A net to catch a worried spirit
and rest it in the loving hand of God.
This past winter and spring, when I was in the depths of intensive chemotherapy, I
wondered with the Israelites of long ago, “How can [I] sing the songs of the Lord
while in a foreign land?” – the foreign land of being slid into the frighteningly
clanging tunnel of an MRI scanner, the foreign land of seemingly endless appointments with doctors talking about survival rates and dreadful side effects, the foreign
land of sitting in a lonely chair while toxic chemicals flowed into my body. How
could I “rejoice in the Lord always” when I felt so awful that my goal on many days
was to endure the hours until bedtime when I could slip away for a little while into
the oblivion of sleep? How could I “taste and see that the Lord is good” when my
tongue was covered with sores, and most anything I ate tasted and felt like oddly
flavored sand? And how could I even believe that “the Lord is good” when in the
middle of all this trouble, my dearly loved father died unexpectedly and suddenly?
Now I am in a profoundly easier phase of chemotherapy, and I can look back and
see that it was the prayers of God’s people, your prayers on my behalf and your
love, as well as the love and care of my family, and most of all God’s goodness, that
sustained me. I have overflowing baskets of your cards to remind me of your prayers and your love, which formed an “invisible hammock woven of air yet strong as
steel” underneath me and around me. You have been to me a beautiful expression
of God’s love.
~Sue Bratt Cok
(Poem and photo used with JoMae’s permission)

“I can look back and
see that it was the
prayers of God’s people,
your prayers on my
behalf and your love, as
well as the love and care
of my family, and most
of all God’s goodness,
that sustained me.”
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For birthday list, please refer
to the “Members” section
(under the “More” tab of the
RCRC website.)
Need the password?
Contact the church office or
your district elder.

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

“Therefore encourage one
another and build one
another up, just as you are
doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11

V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested in visiting a shut-in,
please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Ruth Letson
1545 Erie Station Rd.
Apt. 132
Henrietta, NY 14467

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is published monthly from
the Church Office. Printed copies are available on the alcove table in the narthex or you
may call the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC mail slot.
The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information” section under the “More” tab.
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New Arrivals!
David and Mary Van Someren Cok
welcomed a new granddaughter, Lydia Maja Rose Knighton, on September 6 in Westerville, Ohio. She joins
parents Elizabeth (Cok) and Morgan
Knighton and siblings Joel and Adriana. We celebrate God’s blessings!
Congratulations Sung Sung, Jake,
and Katie! Wyatt Bawi was born on
Friday, September 24. Wyatt was 7
lbs. 11 oz. and 19.75 in. long, and
both mom and baby are doing well.
Since arriving home, he has been
the center of attention, which one
of their dogs is not so happy about;
but big sister, Katie, is loving her new role. We rejoice with them!

T R EATS FO R T EACHE RS
The "Treats for Teachers" were packed up and
delivered to staff at School #33 today. Thank you
to all who donated candy and to those who helped
pack things up. Thank you to Mary Steensma for
creating the encouraging card and to Pastor
Anthony for serving as our delivery guy.

2750 Atlantic Avenue
Penfield, New York 14526
www.rochestercrc.org
585-381-7861

Next Issue...

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2022 ISSUE:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)
Church Life is published several times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.
Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.

