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ANTICIPATING ADVENT 

November  24,  2019  

CHURCH  L IFE  

 For most people the new year begins on Jan-
uary 1st, but for the church it begins on the 
first Sunday of Advent.  Advent jostles the 
church out of the slumber of ordinary time. I 
hope even now that you are looking forward 
to celebrating Advent at RCRC.  In this 
month’s article, I want to share some pre-
views of what will be happening here at 
RCRC during the Advent season. I want to 
whet your appetite.  I want you to begin an-
ticipating Advent. 

First, I will address the theme of my sermon 
series for Advent.  Beginning on December 
1, 2019, the first Sunday of Advent, I will 
commence a series of sermons thematically 
based on a book by Cynthia M. Campbell 
entitled, Christmas in the Four Gospel 
Homes: An Advent Study (Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2019).  Dr. Campbell was the 
ninth president of McCormick Theological 
Seminary.  The book is rather small and is 
not a deep exegetical study of the Gospels, 
but I liked her basic approach of considering 
what Christmas would be like in the “homes” 
of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John.  By 
“homes” she is really referring to how each 
Gospel houses the Christmas story. She does 
this by focusing on the prologues of each of 
the four Gospels. She then makes connec-
tions between the Gospel Christmas stories 
and scenes we might experience in our own 
homes, or the homes of friends and family, 
during the Christmas season.  She even solic-
ited the help of an artist to render a drawing 
of what each Gospel writer’s house might 
look like. I found the approach provocative 
and homiletically inspiring! Accordingly, I 
decided to use it to thematically structure my 
messages for Advent. Here’s a list of the 
messages and the texts for my Advent ser-
mons: 

 (cont’d on following page) 

DECEMBER 
WORSHIP 

 
12/1 - 10:30AM 
Christmas @ Mark’s 
House 
Mark 1:1-11 
 
12/8 - 10:30AM 
Christmas @ Matthew's 
House 
Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-
15, 19-23 
5:00PM - RCRC Christ-
mas Celebration Service 
followed by Fun Family 
Crafts 
 
12/15 - 10:30AM 
Christmas @ Luke’s 
House 
Luke 2:1-14 
7:00PM - Lessons and 
Carols Service 
 
12/22 - 10:30AM 
Christmas @ John’s 
House 
John 1:1-4, 14 
 
12/25 - 10:00AM 
Christmas Day 
Christmas @ Simeon & 
Anna’s House 
Luke 2:22-38 
 
12/29 - 10:30AM 
Forgiveness: The Heart of 
the Matter - Part 1 
Mark 2:1-12 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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ANTICIPATING ADVENT (CONT’D FROM COVER) 

December 1: Christmas at Mark’s House 
(Mark 1:1-11) 

December 8:  Christmas at Matthew’s House 
(Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-15,  19-23) 

December 15: Christmas at Luke’s House 
(Luke 2:1-14) 

December 22: Christmas at John’s House 
(John 1:1-4, 14) 

Now, you may be thinking that I have listed 
the Gospels out of order given that I placed 
Mark before Matthew in the above list of ser-
mons.  Campbell does this as well in her book 
and she does it for a good reason—it is the 
broad scholarly consensus, even among evan-
gelical scholars, that Mark’s Gospel was writ-
ten first.  This fact impacts what we might 
expect Mark to say about Christmas. Most of 
you are probably thinking, “Well, he doesn’t 
have much to say about it at all!” You are 
right, but perhaps there are a few gems to 
mine in Mark’s Gospel regarding the meaning 
of Advent and Christmas.  Stay tuned. Oh, one 
other thing, you might also see some contribu-
tions from one of our own homegrown artists 
during this Advent sermon series. No spoil-
ers.   

    Since there are only four Gospels (unless 
you indulge in Gnosticism) I found myself 
facing a problem because we also hold a ser-
vice on Christmas Day at RCRC.  I need a 
fifth sermon! I realize that Christmas is not 
part of Advent, but I like to maintain thematic 
unity during this time of year. I resolved my 
dilemma by adding my own custom fifth 
home to the story.  My current plan is to 
preach this sermon on Christmas day: Christ-
mas at Simeon and Anna’s House (Luke 2:22-
38). 

So that’s my preaching plan for Advent, but 
there’s a lot more happening at RCRC beyond 
the joys of morning worship.  The first three 
Sunday evenings of Advent are also quite ac-
tive at RCRC. The kickoff of our evening Ad-
vent activities will occur on the evening of 
December 1st (6:30PM - 7:30PM) with yours 
truly leading my first session of our Theologi-
cal Reading Group.  We will be meeting to 
discuss chapters 1-3 (pages 39-82) of Re-
formed Systematic Theology Vol. 1:  Revela-
tion and God by Joel. R. Beeke and Paul M. 
Smalley (Crossway, 2019).  Please consider 
attending! Buy the book. Read along. Come to 
discuss and learn.  If you don’t want to read 
the book, but would like to listen and learn, 
please do attend.  You are welcome to audit 
this course. Now, I realize this has nothing to 
do with Advent, but I wanted to provide a 
shameless plug for this!  Ok, with that out of 
the way, let’s get to the real Advent stuff. 

On the evening of December 8th (5:00-
6:00PM) RCRC will host a Family Christmas 
Service featuring our children.  The service, 
which is still taking shape, will be followed by 
a time of crafts and family fun. I am so grate-
ful to Chrissy Ferraraccio, Becky Hughes, and 
many others for their enthusiasm in leading 
this effort.  Please plan on coming out to sup-
port our kids and to worship our Lord. 

Finally, on the evening of December 15th 
(7:00-8:00PM) we will hold our traditional 
Lessons and Carols service.  Our Worship 
Coordinator, Kathy Quinn, is hard at work 
putting the pieces together for this special ser-
vice. Again, please mark your calendars and 
plan on attending.    

As you can see, there is much to look forward 
to at RCRC this Advent.  I hope you are antic-
ipating Advent as much as I am!       

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio  

“Advent jostles the 
church out of  the 

slumber of  ordinary 
time.”  
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“...Teach believers with 
your life: by word, by 
demeanor, by love, by 
faith, by integrity...”  

 

--The Message by Eugene 

Peterson 

Our annual Congregational Meeting in 
November was the main focus of the 
October council meeting. We confirmed 
and approved the Elder and Deacon 
nominations slate. We designated peo-
ple to cover all reports, prayers and de-
votions for the meeting. Much of our 
time was spent on a Facetime call with 
David Cok in the wee hours of the 
morning in Porto, Portugal discussing 
and approving budget numbers and de-
tails! Again, thank you, David for your 
time and commitment to these important 
matters for our community. 

We’ve now made it to the other side of 
the Congregational Meeting having ap-
proved a new budget, elected new El-
ders  (David Dill and Susan Gilbert-
Collins) and Deacons (Shari Harrison, 
Daniel Hooge, and Christina Thomp-
son), highlighted aspects of our minis-
tries and heard inspiring reflection on 
our present state and vision for the fu-
ture from Pastor Anthony. At the end of 
the meeting folks lingered to have con-
versation with one another. I spoke with 
some of the newly elected council mem-
bers. I heard sentiments of anticipation 
but also of nerves and intimidation. I 
can relate as I think back to my first 
time on council. 

Allow me to encourage each new or 
returning council member that God’s 
spirit is working in this process as God 
is working in each of you. Each of us 
participate in the ministry of God’s 
church as embodied persons with per-
sonalities, experience, gifts and ideas. 
You will bring all of these as you begin 
your term. No one else can do your 
work and you can’t do someone else’s. 
We all have people we look up to and 
respect as followers of Christ in our 
church family and 

we will look to you similarly as new 
leaders. Take courage that in your new 
special ministry we don’t expect it will 
look the same as others serving at 
RCRC. We will pray for you as you are 
led to serve in unique ways and that all 
the while you will grow in faith and 
love for God. 

I close with I Timothy 4:12-16 from The 
Message by Eugene Peterson-Teach 
believers with your life: by word, by 
demeanor, by love, by faith, by integri-
ty. Stay at your post reading Scripture, 
giving counsel, teaching. And that spe-
cial gift of ministry you were given 
when the leaders of the church laid 
hands on you and prayed—keep that 
dusted off and in use. Cultivate these 
things. Immerse yourself in them. The 
people will all see you mature right be-
fore their eyes! Keep a firm grasp on 
both your character and your teaching. 
Don’t be diverted. Just keep at it. Both 
you and those who hear you will experi-
ence salvation. 

Grace and peace to you, 

~Juli Elliot, Council President 

Juli Elliot 
Council President 

UNIQUE GIFTS OF MINISTRY  
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“ ...if  you aren’t 

familiar with RCS, or 

would like to become 

reacquainted with us, 

come by for a tour. I 

would love to show you 

our school.” 
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As principal of Rochester Christian 
School, I would like to thank you, Roch-
ester Christian Reformed Church, for 
your support of the school for 103 years. 
Of course, a lot has changed in our 
school and our church over those dec-
ades, but our relationship has remained 
steadfast, and I think that fact is amaz-
ing. I don’t want to miss an opportunity 
to thank you for maintaining this rela-
tionship for so long. Thank you for giv-
ing to the Christian Education Society 
offerings so that families from this con-
gregation who choose Christian school-
ing for their children do not have to be 
turned away due to the expense. Thank 
you for financially supporting our stu-
dents (and me) when we come to you 
during the Fall fundraiser asking for 
sponsors for the Fun Run. 

Thank you for donating to and attending 
our Spring Fling dinner and auction. 
Thank you for making donations to the 
Rochester Christian School Foundation 
as we seek to build that endowment in 
order to secure the existence of RCS for 
generations to come. Thank you for ask-
ing me how things are going at the 
school, and for listening to my answers. 
Thank you for your encouragement and 
support. All of those things are not only 
essential to our long-term financial via-
bility, but they also encourage our facul-

ty and staff more than you 
could possibly know. And if 
you aren’t familiar with RCS, 
or would like to become reac-
quainted with us, come by for 
a tour. I would love to show 
you our school. There are also 
many opportunities to volun-
teer either in classrooms (Barb 
Rae is helping us out in that 
way this year), or with fund-
raisers (Dianka Sobiech has a 
lot of experience with that), or 
with special events like our 
plays (Petra Letter helped sew 
many costumes last Spring). I 
am passionate about Christian 
education, and Rochester 
Christian School in particular, 
and I am happy to talk to you 
about what is going on at RCS 

for as long as you would like; just ask! 

Finally, please continue to pray for 
Rochester Christian School as we are 
entering into our 103rd year of partner-
ing with parents to educate a child’s 
head, heart, and hands for Jesus Christ 
through God’s Word and academic ex-
cellence. 

~Michelle Selvaggio 

Rochester Christian School Principal 

www.rochesterchristianschool.org  

RCS M I N I S T RY  RE P O R T  

http://www.rochesterchristianschool.org/
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DO YOU PROMISE? 

As Reformed Christians we celebrate that 
infants of believers are covenant children 
who are warmly invited into God’s grace 
through the sacrament of baptism. When 
parents present a child for baptism the 
pastor asks them - “Do you promise to 
instruct your child in the truth of God’s 
Word, in the way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, to pray for them, to teach 
them to pray, and to train them in Christ’s 
way by your example, through worship, 
and in the nurture of the church?” The 
parents respond “We do, God helping 
us.”   

Afterwards the 
pastor addresses 
the congregation – 
“Do you promise 
to love, encourage, 
and support these 
brothers and sis-
ters by teaching 
the gospel of 
God’s love, by 
being an example 
of Christian faith 
and character, and 
by giving the 
strong support of 
God’s family in 
fellowship, prayer, 
and service?” We 
respond affirming-
ly trusting on the 
help of the Lord. 

Parents typically honor the baptismal 
promise through Christian modeling at 
home with prayer and devotions; regular 
attendance and participation at church; 
and edifying family activities. Similarly, 
the congregation might honor their prom-
ise through Christian modeling in the 
community; leading or teaching Sunday 
School, Gems, Cadets, or Youth Group; 
or volunteering either locally or abroad 
with youth in mission work. 

Some parents feel that a Christian educa-
tion is an essential component to their 
child’s growth and maturity and an im-
port component to their baptismal prom-
ise. The goal of Christian education is 
nurturing hearts and developing minds 
that give expression to the biblical fruits 

of the spirit. Our denomination recom-
mends that churches diligently encourage 
their members to establish and maintain 
good Christian schools. However, paying 
tuition for a Christian day school educa-
tion can be a hardship for families. 

The Christian Education Society (CES) is 
an additional instrument for the congre-
gation to work along-side parents through 
which covenantal children, under the 
guidance of their teachers, can develop 
their kingdom identity and purpose while 
coming to know their creator in deeper 
and more meaningful ways.  

CES was established by our congregation 
to help offset the tuition cost of those 
families who desire that faith enhancing 
practices are woven into their student’s 
daily studies and where the lordship of 
Jesus Christ is acknowledged. 

The Deacons have designated CES as the 
special cause offering the first Sunday of 
every month. Any loose cash on that Sun-
day is specifically earmarked for CES. 
You may also contribute to CES any Sun-
day by properly marking your offering 
envelope with ‘CES’. Thank you for your 
commitment to supporting the mission 
and vision of Christian education. 

~David Punter, CES Treasurer 

“ Our denomination 

recommends that 

churches diligently 

encourage their members 

to establish and 

maintain good Christian 

schools. However, paying 

tuition for a Christian 

day school education can 

be a hardship for 

families.” 
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In addition to our 

Sunday Advent 

services and our 

Christmas Day 

service, join us for 

these special 

services, and invite 

your friends and 

neighbors! 

S P E C I A L  C H R I S T M A S  S E RV I C E S  

Join us! 
Sunday, December 8 at 5:00pm  

For the RCRC Christmas Celebration! 
Worship, Crafts, and Family Fun! 

Join us! 
Sunday, December 15 at 7:00pm  

For a service of... 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiw7-vB5rDeAhWm6IMKHXVuChYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bethany-umc.org%2Fworship%2Flessons-and-carols&psig=AOvVaw0FLNjK2SensPZ4lssHVzTd&ust=1541079429665604
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 What Are They Up To? 
Checking in with Our Young Adults 

Each month we remember the young adults (post-high school through age 25) from our 
church who are celebrating birthdays during the current month.   

 

Young Adult Birthdays in November and December: 

  

November 19 Autumn Punter 260 Campus Dr. Apt. 3, Snyder, NY 14226 
 (A belated birthday card would be very welcome!) 

December 18 Jonathan Chambery 65 Bella Dr., Penfield, NY 14526 

December 31 Sarah VandeBrake 70 East Ave., Holley, NY 14470 

 Here’s a complete list for the upcoming year of young adults along with their 
birthdays. Addresses have been updated. Please post this somewhere that you’ll 
remember to look, and make it a priority to stay connected with our young adults. 

 Perhaps you would be willing to consider ministering to these people by 
sending Christmas cards to one or all of them. Many of them are facing significant 
life challenges, and would benefit from your encouragement. 

Julian Zehr 1/18 
176 Country Manor Way  
Apt 17 
Webster, NY 14580 

Adrian Veenje 3/11 
233 Perkins Rd. Apt. C 
Rochester, NY 14623  

Coby Veenje 3/22 
608 Van Alstyne Rd.,  
Webster, NY 14580  

Mackenzie Harris  3/23 
3647 Highway 129 
Nashville, GA 31639 

Sydney Frelier  3/29 
1955 Radcliff Ave. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

Mae Frelier 4/15 
15 Old Westfall Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 

Elise Chambery 5/1 
65 Bella Dr. 
Penfield, NY 14526 

Olivia Smith 5/24 
2 Woodbriar Lane 
Rochester, NY 14624 

Elizabeth Spoelhof 5/24 
36 Bobrich Dr. Apt. H 
Rochester, NY 14610 

 

Bethany Cok 6/11 
1354 Johnston St., 
Grand Rapids, MI 49507 

Jacqui Shao 6/23 
111 East Ave. Apt. 917 
Rochester, NY 14604  

Emma Spoelhof 7/24 
810 Hard Rd. 
Webster, NY 14580 

Audrey Frelier 7/30 
15 Old Westfall Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 

Kevin Smith 8/19 
92 Tree Brook Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 

Rose Cook-Kinmond 8/24 
Roberts Wesleyan College 
Box 99 
2301 Westside Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14624 

Erika Steensma 9/10 
1130 Nielson Court Apt. 3 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

Sarah Cok 9/26 
117 Stratford Ave. Apt. 3  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

Katie Cok 9/26 
117 Stratford Ave. Apt. 3 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206  

Caleb Punter 10/4 
2263 Saginaw Rd. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

Emma VandeBrake 10/9 
Gordon College Box 1772 
255 Grapevine Rd. 
Wenham, MA 01984 

Sophie Spoelhof 10/13 
Ohio Northern University 
402 W. College Ave. 
Ada, OH 45810 

Kathleen Fenton 10/19
700 Health Sciences Dr. MB 
#939 
Stony Brook, NY 11790 

Laura Fenton 10/28 
4026 Woodruff Rd. 
Livonia, NY 14487 

Autumn Punter 11/19 
260 Campus Dr. Apt. 3 
Snyder, NY 14226 

Jonathan Chambery 12/18 
65 Bella Dr. 
Penfield, NY 14526 

Sarah VandeBrake 12/31 
70 East Ave. 
Holley, NY 14470 

“Editors Note: 

“What are they up to?” 

articles are written by Sue 

Bratt-Cok, and help us 

stay connected to our 

young adults.  

Many thanks, Sue!  
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For the Sr. High Lock-In on Oct 25-26, we had 15 youth plus Jordan 
and me. It was nice to have Jordan join us, and we enjoyed a time of 
worship through music. The Sr. High youth group is studying the book 
of Ruth this fall, interspersed with hearing faith stories of several of 
the adults in our congregation. During the lock-in we discussed how 
Ruth made the choice to trust the God she had come to know through 
Naomi's family and to leave all that was familiar to her. In faith, she 
chose to travel to a foreign land and endure hardship. This is grace that 
flows from her love of God. How do we know this? Her vow: "Do not 
urge me to leave you or return from following you. For where you go, 
I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I 
will be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything 
but death parts me from you." (Ruth 1:16-17)  

 

Ruth uses God's name - the Hebrew letters YHWH - to show that her 
commitment goes beyond loyalty to Naomi. Ultimately, she was will-
ing to give up everything to be faithful. Jesus taught in Matthew 19:29 
that when we give up precious things for his sake, we will receive "a 
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life." We discussed the things that 
are hard for us to give up: romantic relationships that don't honor God, 
fame, approval, sinful habits, selfish priorities, living up to standards 
set by ourselves or others (but not by God). We prayed that God 
would loosen our grip on our idols and that we would worship God 
and gaze on Christ's beauty.  

 

The Sr. High are a lively bunch, and we got to sleep around 3 AM. In 
the morning, we packed up and got ready to go to Aerial Adventures 
at Bristol Mountain. There are seven different challenge courses inter-
woven in the forest canopy. In the photos you can see some of the 
youth on tightrope walks, rope ladders, and bridges. It was strenuous, 
but they persevered and several of them completed all the challenges. 
It was a beautiful fall day, and we enjoyed a picnic at the top of the 
mountain. All in all, it was a very fun lock-in and adventure at Bristol 
Mountain.  

~Julie Vande Brake 

Y O U T H  N E W S  
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 F A L L  F U N  FE S T I VA L  F O T O S  
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“Often I find new 

things in the basket 

on the events table 

that are gratefully 

accepted and used by 

teachers, but I don’t 

know who to thank 

because you just put 

them in the basket 

(which is fine!).  

Know that they are 

appreciated and 

helpful so thank you 

one and all.”  
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H E A R D  A RO U N D  S C H O O L  #33  

We made We are Thankful for posters 
for the cafeteria (see photos).  One girl 
said she was thankful for her grandma 
and then she said, “You want to know 
why I’m thankful for my grandma?”  
“Sure,” I replied. “Because when my 
mom died she was the only one who 
would take in my siblings and me.”   A 
young boy said he was thankful for col-
lege and his friend immediately added 
“I’m thankful for school because it gets 
you ready for college.”  One boy ques-
tioned his friend’s thankfulness for 
sharks saying, “Why would you be 
thankful for sharks?  They are danger-
ous!”  The School #33 students are 
thankful for all kinds of food, people, 
animals, and for God and Jesus among 
other things.  

The second graders were practicing us-
ing the new vocabulary word: neces-
sary.  They were asking each other 
questions like: Is it necessary to eat 
healthy food? Is it necessary to love 
people with all your heart?  Is it neces-
sary to love God with all your heart?  
One boy enthusiastically said, 
“Definitely!  It is definitely necessary to 
love God with all your heart!”  I agreed. 

The class was writing about a person 
who was special in their lives.  “My dad 
is special because he takes me to his 
house.”  “My mom is special because I 
get to visit her at her house.”  “I don’t 
know the person my mom is going to 
marry very well but he’s nice because 
he makes you cereal.” 

I heard lots of thank yous from the 
teachers and staff for the candy you do-
nated.  Thank you also for all the other 
things you donated to School #33. The 
school reached out to us with a special 
request for stuffed animals for a specific 
teacher because the administrators know 
RCRC tries to support the school.  Lots 

of stuffed animals were donated and 
will be used to help promote literacy 
among other things. Often I find new 
things in the basket on the events table 
that are gratefully accepted and used by 
teachers, but I don’t know who to thank 
because you just put them in the basket 
(which is fine!).  Know that they are 
appreciated and helpful so thank you 
one and all. 

As our volunteers work with and inter-
act with the students, teachers and staff 
at School #33 we see challenges and 
struggles and we see hope and resilien-
cy.  We see growth and caring.  We see 
needs and we see joy. We see many op-
portunities to share God’s love.  Please 
continue to pray for everyone at School 
#33 and for Rochester City School Dis-
trict as it faces many challenges. 

~Nancy Johnson 
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“Relationships within 

our church family are 

growing and we are 

better able to know each 

other and pray for each 

other and study God’s 

will together. That’s 

fellowship!” 

F RO M  T H E  F E L L OW S H I P  T E A M  

Hi, the Fellowship Team greets you and, 
as always, looks forward to hearing from 
our church family about how we could do 
Fellowship better. So, send us ideas.  

Our church family also has these events 
and opportunities: 

 December 8th the Christmas 
Celebration will be a wonderful event 
followed by refreshments and an 
opportunity to work at some craft 
stations to use your creative talents. 
(details will be in the church 
bulletin). 

 One day this week would you look at 
your page in the church directory and 
chose a family on that page to pray 
for. You may choose to send a note 
and let them know but it’s not 

necessary. Thank you. 

 If you meet a visitor on a Sunday 
morning, would you please get a 
name and possibly contact 
information and give that to Tineke 
as she will send a card to them. 
Thank you. 

 The committee needs help with 
serving refreshments on Christmas 
Day after the service. Please talk to 
Tineke Cornelison or Shari Harrison 
if you are able to. 

 Could you please put together a 
group of 4 to5 (more or less) people 
that can go caroling at  one or two 
nursing homes, legacies, individual’s 
homes to people who live 
independently?  Any musical 
instrument someone can bring to play 
would be a special treat. You can 
walk the halls in nursing homes and 
encourage residents to sing with you. 
Treats are always welcome! (if you 
need names, I will gladly supply 
them.  Thank you! 

 If you know persons who would like 
a visit, but have been missed, would 
you please let Shari or Tineke know. 
We will make sure that a visit is 
made. 

 Do you have ideas for fellowship to 
happen, (a movie, bowling, a walk in 
the woods, game of euchre or a 
tournament). Fellowship happens in 
time spent together so choose an 
activity! Need help? Equipment? 
Talk to us.  

 

 ~Tineke Cornelison and Shari Harrison 
for the Fellowship Committee 

Rev. Tineke Cornelison 
Minister of Invitation and Inclusion 

PRAYING FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  Are you on 

the prayer chain?  If you would like to join our church 

family who are praying for the needs at RCRC, 

please send your request to Shari Harrison at 

nyvwmom@gmail.com. 

mailto:nyvwmom@gmail.com
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 Nuevo Chapulin:                                         
An Empowered Community  

Over the last four years, as Nuevo Chapulin has 

worked with World Renew’s local partner, the Integral 

Development Association of Polochic (ADIP), commu-

nity members have embraced numerous trainings 

and worked hard to put new knowledge to use. The 

results have been dramatic and encouraging, and 

Nuevo Chapulin can truly be considered an empow-

ered community. 

In 2015, ADIP began its work with a series of train-

ings focused on agriculture, health, education, and 

community organization. Agricultural training has re-

sulted in more productive and nutritious crops. Fami-

lies have embraced kitchen gardens, food dehydra-

tion, and the use of chicken manure as organic ferti-

lizer. They have built chicken coops and planted fruit 

trees and installed drip irrigation systems. Womn are 

growing medicinal plants and applying them to their 

families’ needs.  

Community members now use organic waste as ferti-

lizer instead of burning it, so their crops are healthier 

and their air is cleaner.  

Community hygiene has also changed dramatically. 

Nuevo Chapulin has embraced the practice of hand 

washing and community members understand the 

connection between hygiene and disease. Latrines 

are now cleaned regularly and the majority of families 

have tippy taps—simple hand washing stations—that 

they use and maintain with great care.  

 

Want to read more? 

Just scroll down to the bottom of our Outreach 
page at our website; 

rochestercrc.org/outreach  

Angelina and her husband live in the small community 

of Nuevo Chapulin in north central Guatemala. The 

money he earns is not enough to cover expenses for 

this family of six. . Economic difficulties had Angelina 

and her husband considering selling some of their land 

for much-needed income. This was when World Renew 

and its partner ADIP showed up. 

Soon after the community and ADIP agreed to work to-

gether, programs in adult literacy, justice, community 

organization, preventative health, and sustainable agri-

culture began. For Angelina and her family, training in 

vegetable gardening, crop diversification, organic com-

posting, and hydroponics has made a big difference in 

their lives. They’re growing more food and better food. 

An adult literacy program is helping many women in the 

community learn how to read and write, which is giving 

them the confidence to participate in community deci-

sion-making and be more active in their church.  

Angelina sees even more change resulting from her 

community’s new knowledge. “The trainings have en-

couraged us to become a community in which there’s 

unity, solidarity, equality, and justice,” she says, 

“because without that we won’t achieve the changes we 

want to see.” And Angelina feels hopeful.  As a result of 

the community’s learning and organization, the leaders 

have been able to get funding to hire a tractor and open 

a gap halfway to the community for four-wheel drive 

cars to access.  

“I just want to thank ADIP for their invaluable contribu-

tion,” enthuses Angelina. “We cannot pay the costs of 

the trainings but our gratitude to ADIP and World Renew 

is greater than what my words can express. God Bless 

all the people behind making this ministry possible!” 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
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Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every 
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

12/1  Christian Education Society 

12/8  Deacon’s Fund  

12/15  International Missions  

D E C E M B E R  OF F E R I N G S  

12/25  Christmas Day 
  Open Door Mission 

12/29  General Ministries of RCRC 

The December meeting for the Cancer Support Group is being held Saturday, De-
cember 7 at 10am in the lounge at RCRC.    

This connection group led by Christina and James Thompson for cancer warriors, sur-
vivors, and family members is exploring the affirmations of 50 Days of Hope, a daily 
devotional written by cancer survivor, Lynn Eib. The group format includes devotion 
and reflection as well as support and encouragement for members in treatment.  

Please email Christina with questions!  christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com   

C A N C E R  S U P P O R T  G RO U P   

mailto:christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com?subject=Cancer%20Support%20Group
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  O U R  C H U R C H  F A M I L Y   

For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is emailed out every 2 
weeks from the Church Office.  Printed copies are available on the greeter table in 
the narthex or you may call the church office to request a copy to be placed in your 
RCRC mail slot.   

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information” 
section under the “More” tab. 

Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you, or for you, each Sunday 
morning in room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes following the morning wor-
ship service.   Written requests may be placed in the box in the room. All infor-
mation is kept confidential. 

We  gathered Saturday November 9 at 2 0’clock at Bethany Christian Reformed 
Church in Holland Michigan, to worship and thank God for the ministry of Rev. Paul 
Brink.  Bethany CRC is the church where Paul and his siblings grew up as his father, 
Rev. William P Brink had a ministry there for 12 years. Paul’s wife, Karen, and chil-
dren Sara and Rachel along with their spouses, and siblings and family of Paul and Ka-
ren were there as well.  

The memorial service was a loving time of thanksgiving to a life lived in God’s service 
by a servant who was well loved and remembered by family and friends.  It was also a 
time to share memories of Pastor Brink as husband, beloved father, respected pastor 
and friend.  

The family of God is truly a family with no boundaries of time nor location. Thanks be 
to God!  

~ Anne Michele Bouwmeester 

M E M O R I A L  S E RV I C E  O F  R E V .  P AU L  B R I N K  

The Brink Family closes 
the service singing 
“When Peace Like a 
River.” 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
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D E C E M B E R  -  J A N UA RY  B I R T H DAY S   

December 
Peg Chambery 
Lorraine Kuipers 

Joyce Dobbenga 

Becky Hughes 

Dick Astifan 
Tony LaPolla 

Auke Verbree 

Andy Elliot 
Sherri Palsrok  

Jonathan Chambery  

Alexandra Cok  

Taeke Porte  
Edward Van Der Woude 

Pieter Smeenk 

Ed Harding  
Julie Vande Brake  

Kathy Chambery  

Jantina Cornelison  
Sarah Vande Brake  

Zachary Veenje                                  

Edward Smith                                      
Wilma Wierenga                                

Calvin Frelier                                        

Eric Davis Jr.                                         

Joyce Ostberg                                      
Neil van Barneveldt               

Robert Seyfried                                  

James Harrison                                    
Betty Verbree  

 

For actual birthdates, 
please refer to the 
“member Information” 
section (under the 
“More” tab of the RCRC 
website. 

January 
James Quinn                                        

Elaine Zinnecker                                 

Kenneth Brown                                  

Don Aldred                                           
Hannah Carney                                   

Kyle Hughes                                         

Hannah Teitsma                                 
Casey Verbree                                

Julian Zehr                                            

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 2019 

1 NO Sunday School  
 10:30am—Worship  
 6:30pm—Theology Reading 

Group 

3 7:00pm—Deacons Mtg. 

4 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—Cadets 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir 

5 7:00pm—Elders Mtg. 

7 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 
 10am—Cancer Support 

Connection Group 

8 9:15am—Sunday School  
 10:30am—Worship 
 5:00pm—Advent Service: 

Family Service with Pageant 
and Crafts 

 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 
Grp 

11 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—GEMS 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 6:45pm—G.I.F.T. Fellow-

ship  
 7:00pm—Baseball Fellow-

ship Group 
 7:30pm —Adult Choir  

12 7:00pm—Council Mtg. 

14 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 

15 9:15am—Sunday School  
 10:30am—Worship 
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 

Grp 
 7:00pm—Advent Service: 

Lessons and Carols 

18 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir 

21 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 

22 NO Sunday School  
 10:30am—Worship 

25 10:00am—Christmas  Day 
Worship 

28 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 

29  NO Sunday School  
 10:30am—Worship 
 

Please go to the  RCRC website 
for future month calendar items 

David Bruinsma 
St. John’s Home 
Hastings Building  
Room 248B 
Rochester, NY 14620 
 
Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  
 

Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 

V I S I T A T I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are in-
terested in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at  jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

Mary Zinkand  
St. John’s Home 
150 Highland Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14620 
Visitation Information: 
Reservoir Building, 6th floor 
(Yellow House), Room 627 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry


 

 

 

Church Life is published several times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  

 

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR OUR JANUARY ISSUE:   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2019 
 

DELIVERY DATE:  JANUARY 5, 2020 
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) Next Issue... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter

