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In this month’s column, I
want to give you a preview of a few events and
issues that will be impacting the life of our
congregation in the next
couple of months.
A Visitor From Resurrection CRC in Boston...On May 19th, our
church will have the privilege of welcoming Commissioned Pastor and
Church Planter, Justin
Ruddy, to our pulpit.
Justin, along with his
wife Sarah, are planting a

RCRC Church Family

18-19

CRCNA congregation on
the Eastside of Boston
(known
as
“Eastie”
among the locals). Justin
is a graduate of Gordon
Conwell Seminary and
previously served as a
staff member for a congregation in the Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA). On May 19th,
Justin will preach for us
and share a bit of the Bible’s vision for church
planting. I will be leading the service and teaching Sunday school that
morning. Justin has some
local connections to
Western New York. His
brother serves as a pastor
in Henrietta and his father
serves as a pastor in Buffalo. Justin and his wife,
Sarah, recently had their
first child, Silas. It is
possible we will have the
privilege of meeting all
three of them when Justin
visits RCRC. I think this
will be a great opportunity for us to connect with

the broader work going
on in our Classis, get a
taste of what church
planting is really like, and
be challenged by the idea
that every congregation,
and every Christian, is
called to the privilege of
participating in the Great
Commission.
Justin’s
visit was approved by the
elders.
Pastor Anthony Attends
a Conference…I will be
taking my second education week during the
week June 3rd-June 9th.
The main focus of this
education week will be
my attendance at the An-

cient Evangelical Future
Conference held at the
Robert E. Webber Center
at Trinity School for the
Ministry in Ambridge,
PA (just outside of Pittsburgh). Here are the titles of the lectures that I
will be attending as part
of the conference:
(cont’d on pg. 2)
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COMING ATTRACTIONS (CONT’D FROM COVER)
Modern Christians
Seeking Ancient Faith:
A Forty-Year Movement
The Fathers and the
Reformers: Retrieval
for Renewal
Irenaeus, Scripture, and
the Renewal of Theology
What the Early Church
Can Teach Us Today
The Wisdom of Ancient Christian Spiritual
Practice

“Our church is richly
blessed to have so many
committed adherents and
friends in attendance.”

The Ancient Future
Renewal of Christian
Worship

Younger Christians
Seeking Ancient Faith
I am looking forward to
this conference which is
aimed both at the head
and the heart. In addition
to hearing lectures from
leading scholars and pastors, there will also be
times of worship and
prayer. If you are interested in learning more
about the conference,
click this link: http://
webbercenter.tsm.edu/aef
-conference/aefc-2019/

I promise to publish a full
report in my July/August
article.
A Visit From Ryan
Woods...Due to my attendance at the conference, I will be away from
the pulpit on June 9th and
you will have the privilege of hearing from
Ryan Woods in my absence. Ryan is currently
serving as a pastoral intern, assisting Rev. Kevin

Kisler, at the Cornerstone
Orthodox
Presbyterian
Church (OPC) on Dewey
Avenue. Ryan and his
wife Alisa both grew up
in Niagara Falls, NY and
have four children: Eisley
(6), Luke (4) Allie (2)
and Silas (6 months).
Ryan is a graduate of
Westminster Theological
Seminary (MDiv) in Philadelphia and Cairn University (BS Bible) in
Langhorne, PA. He is
working toward ordination in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and is a
licentiate in the presbytery of New York and
New England. Ryan’s
visit was approved by the
elders.
Membership Drive...As
most of you know, I am
holding membership classes with the hope that we
will have a group of folks
join our body in this special way. Our church is
richly blessed to have so
many committed adherents and friends in attendance. I realize that people can have sound reasons of conscience and
doctrine which would
keep them from becoming members, but I rejoice when we are able to
work together to move
past those issues and see
people take the significant step of joining
RCRC as full members.
As a member of RCRC
you receive the right to
vote in our congregational meetings and to serve
as
an
office-bearer
(deacon or elder) in our
church. Such offices are
open to both men and
women at RCRC. Membership not only has these

privileges, but it also
serves as a sign of your
commitment to the body
of Christ. Over the next
couple of months, I am
hoping that we will be
witnessing our church
receiving new members.
I am confident that you
will warmly welcome
these new members into
this deeper level of engagement with our congregation. If you are one
of those people who are
still on the fence about
becoming a member,
please reach out to me if
you are interested in seeing if we can find a way
to remove any obstacles
you have to taking this
important spiritual step.

Summer Preaching Series...After I finish my
current “Who Are You?”
series, I plan on embarking on a new voyage
through the book of Proverbs. This series will
(cont’d on following page)
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COMMUNICATION OUTREACH
WELCOME CARDS
The Welcome Cards are in the
pews and at the Welcome Center, but we don’t want them to
stay there! Please feel free to
use them when you have conversations with people new to
our fellowship and encourage
them to leave some information
on the card so that we can connect with them. The cards can
be dropped in the offering basket or the welcome box on the
Welcome center.
Thank you to the Communication Outreach Committee and
especially Dianka Sobiech for
her work on this.
~Ann Michele Bouwmeester

“Please feel free to use
them when you have
conversations with people
new to our fellowship ...
so that we can connect
with them.”

COMING ATTRACTIONS (CONT’D FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
begin on June 23rd take
us through the entire
summer.
We will be
looking at what the book
of Proverbs has to say
about subjects such as
work, wealth, relationships (friendship and
marriage), speech, and
raising children. These
are themes that I have
explored previously in
my book, A Proverbs
Driven Life, but given
that book was published
more than a decade ago
(and written a couple of
years prior to that date) I
am expecting that there
will be some significant
changes in how I approach this material. After all, I have about 12
more years of experience
as a human, Christian,
father, husband, parent,

exegete, and preacher. I
would like to think that I
have grown wiser since
that book was published
and I know that some of
my theological convictions/positions
have
changed.
In addition,
biblical scholarship has
advanced
significantly
over the past 12 years
with regard to Proverbs
with many new commentaries having been published. I will just note a
couple of these new commentaries that I am looking forward to consulting
for this series. First, I am
particularly interested in
reading Ryan P. O’Dowd’s commentary on Proverbs
published
by
Zondervan
in
2017.
O’Dowd is the pastor of
Bread of Life Anglican

Church in Ithaca, New
York and serves as a Senior Fellow at Chesterton
House, Cornell University. Second, is Tremper
Longman’s commentary
on Proverbs, released in
2015 and published by
Baker. Longman is a
professor of Biblical
Studies at Westmont College and one of my favorite Old Testament scholars. I am looking forward to re-engaging with
Proverbs and the timeless
wisdom it offers.

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
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A TIME TO IMAGINE (AND WORK FOR)
RE-CREATION AND RENEWAL

Julie Elliot
Council President

RCRC Council 2019
“A Time to Imagine
(and work for) ReCreation and Renewal”

Our Council meeting on
April 11 was enriched
with an accounting of
RCRC’s youth activities
throughout this past year.
Julie VandeBrake gave a
ministry report including
details of Jr. and Sr. High
meetings,
attendance,
special activities and exciting plans for the upcoming Flower City
Work Camp week and
the Guatemala Trip in
July. Flower City 2019
participants (record numbers for both youth and
adult volunteers) worked
to renovate and restore
areas of people’s homes
in urban Rochester as
well as share stories of
the bible and love of our
savior at Sidewalk Clubs,
Worksites, and Soccer
and Basketball Camps. It
has been moving to hear
some of the youth tell
their stories and hear
their excitement to be a
part of the very thing we
heard Pastor Anthony
preach on Easter Sunday
morning. They were following the call of the
Christian to participate in
God’s work of renewing
and restoring the creation

starting with the city of
Rochester and it’s people.
Take a few minutes to
stop one or two of them
after church to hear their
FCWC story! Many
thanks to Julie, Jordan
and the parent volunteers
who invest so much to
make RCRC’s youth program a vibrant one.
There will be five youth
and five adults going to
Guatemala, July 7-14, to
work alongside ADIP, a
local organization in indigenous
communities
about seven hours from
Guatemala City. Bethany
Cok has been involved in
groundwork for a Child
and Maternal Health program that is being implemented. ADIP is also
working on justice issues
and implementing sustainable
agriculture.
Please pray for this ministry, for health and safety for the team traveling
and the country and people of Guatemala. Thanks
to many who have supported
this
mission
through the spaghetti dinner and other fundraisers.
There is still time to show
generosity and commitment to this project by
attending a music concert
of RCRC Jr./Sr. high
school and college students on May 4, 7:00 pm
at RCRC.
Council was invited to
review the Safe Church
Policy which Pastor Anthony has been revising.
Several members made
thoughtful contributions
to the policy. A discussion ensued about the

possibility of creating a
summary or handbook in
addition to revising the
full policy. These tedious
tasks have been undertaken with thoughtfulness
and skill by Pastor Anthony. The plan is to review, approve and adopt
the new policy and all
appendices at our May 16
meeting.
Other council business
included renewing our
musician staff contracts
for the upcoming year;
continued conversation
about other staff job descriptions; and early conversation about and planning for nomination of
2020 incoming elders and
deacons. We were excited
to see the final version of
the Pew Cards that made
their debut in the pews
(alongside the new hymnal) on Easter Sunday.
Dianka presented the
cards and shared about
their development with
contributions from many
corners of RCRC’s ministry committees. Thanks
to Dianka for her graphic
artwork! Dianka also offered, with support from
Ann Michele Bouwmeester
and Tineke Cornelison, to
promote a time of prayer
at RCRC for the National
Day of Prayer which happens to coincide with the
Red Cross Blood Drive.
The hours of both are
Thursday May 2, 1:006:00 pm.

~Juli Elliot,
Council President
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THE GUATEMALA TEAM
The Guatemala team
from our church is getting
excited as the time for
our departure gets closer.
July 7 will be here before
we know it. We all have
our passports now —
hurray! We’ve also got
our plane tickets and are
thinking about shots and
anti-malarials to keep us
healthy while we’re there.
July 7 will be here before
we know it!
A couple of weeks ago
while Bethany was in
town we got together and
talked with her about
what to expect during the
trip. First and foremost,
we learned that we will
need to be completely
flexible,
because
apparently few of the
details go just as planned
once teams arrive in
Guatemala! We also
learned that because of
the mountainous terrain
and remoteness of the
area where we’ll be
going, it will be quite an
adventure and rather
more rugged than trips to
most of the other World
Renew Guatemala areas
of work. We’ll be
spending our overnights
in the town of Teleman
(see the red pinpoint on
the map below) and then
traveling each day to get
to the actual community
we’re spending time in.
To say the communities
in this region are off the
beaten track is apparently
a vast understatement!
The final hour or two into
the community must be
undertaken with all of us
sitting in the back of a
pickup and riding over
somewhat
frighteninglooking roads with nary a

guard rail in sight. Some
of us will be closing our
eyes the whole way...
As Bethany described
to us, the greatest benefit
for
these
extremely
isolated
and
remote
communities from a
church team visit is the
realization that someone
somewhere in the world
knows and cares about
their community. Since
World Renew works in
areas that are unknown to
or unserved by anyone
else, these communities
are often not even known
to their government or to
others in their own
country. Exactly what
we’ll be doing each day
is yet to be figured out,
but we hope to have
opportunities to interact
with the people in ways
that are meaningful to
them. We will learn from
them much more than we
will ever be able to give
to them in return. But one
outcome we very much
desire is to bring a sense
of the community we
visit back to you, our
church community, so
that all of us together
may pray regularly and
deeply for their needs and
for the realization of the
dreams they hold for a
healthy
and
wellnourished community.
By the time you read
this, our benefit concert
fundraiser will have
already happened. Many
thanks to our musicians,
both the teens from our
church and the Roberts
Wesleyan students, and to
our
bakers,
who
volunteered their time
and skills to help with the
concert. And another

heartfelt thank you to all
of you who came out and
supported this fundraising
event, and to those who
have already supported us
financially through prior
donations. Thank you,
thank you, thank you! We
are confident that through
this experience God will
be active in the lives of
both the teens and adults
on our team to help us
grow in the ways he
wants us to grow. It’s our
prayer, too, that we will
indeed be able to serve as
encouragers to people in
a
very
isolated
community, and that
afterwards you will join
us in regularly praying
for and encouraging
them. And who knows,
maybe you’ll discover a
sense of calling to go
along on a future trip and
continue
building
a
relationship between our
church and one of these
communities
in
Guatemala!

-The RCRC Guatemala
Team

Our Guatemala Team
Members: Trevor and
Jim Smith; Meghan,
Matthew, Grace, and
Sydney Sullivan;
Timothy and Julie
VandeBrake; Tineke
Cornelison; and Sue
Bratt Cok.
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YOUTH NEWS - FLOWER CITY WORKCAMP 2019

...as in the greatest
commandment.
It is to love.
To love God.
To love our neighbors.

And, to love ourselves,
too (in a healthy way).

If you have even been
involved in Flower City
Work Camp, you know it
is one of the most
physically exhausting and
most rewarding weeks of
the year and it is a "whole
church ministry" with
close to 60 area churches
participating. It is an
opportunity to bring the
love of Christ to bear in
our community through
tangible acts of service.
The youth and adults
involved are motivated
by a desire to serve and
bear Christ's image to
those most vulnerable.
Through
meaningful
action
we
together
confront poverty and
injustice,
help
the
disabled
and
disadvantaged and share
the good news, whether
on worksite, basketball or
soccer camp, sidewalk
club or agency team.
Every Spring Break,
Flower City Work Camp
is such a huge part of
many local churches. It is
ecumenical,
missional
and
beyond
our
individual
churches
ability so we all come
together to serve: 801
youth and hundreds of
adults across East and
West Camp. The great
divide between sacred
and secular ceases to
exist as we all, holding
hands with others we
sometimes didn't even
know before, reach out to

impact our community.
The church universal
lived out beyond church
walls reflects the beauty
of Christ. Following
Christ was never meant
to be a purely private
endeavor. The gospel is
to be carried into every
sphere of our lives and
our communities: the
gospel is nitty-gritty and
messy
and
involves
serving
with
others
outside of our comfort
zone. Flower City Work
Camp accomplishes all
this. Preston Sprinkle in
his book Go: Returning
Discipleship to the Front
Lines of Faith reminds us
that the message of the
kingdom can't be limited
to the forgiveness of sins
and going to heaven
when we die: "Jesus'
kingdom
message
announced a new way of
life, where the sick are
healed, poor are fed,
outcasts are included ,
and
enemies
and
neighbors are loved.
Jesus' kingdom is a whole
new reality, a different
way
of
living,
a
countercultural existence
that can't be contained
inside the four walls of a
church building."
We pray for God's
kingdom to come and his
will to be done "on Earth
as it is in Heaven." And
this happens as Christ
brings hope and healing
and justice to every part

of his creation. And it
happens through his
church, his body, his
brokenness for us: from
Christ's wounds flow
streams of living water.
Let's boldly follow Christ
into the places we would
rather not go, and let's go
with our neighbor beyond
our own neighborhoods.
Thank you to all the
many volunteers - youth
and adults - who served
through FCWC 2019 this
year.
We are all
missionaries and our call
is always missional to
serve those that God
places in our lives each
day. Not the ones always
"far away" that we dream
of serving...the ones we
are given to serve just by
waking up in the morning
and walking into our
kitchens and outside of
our front doors.
Julie Vande Brake
~ Julie Vande Brake
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“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in...”
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F R O M Y O U R F E L L OW S H I P T E A M
Here are some dates to
mark on your calendars:
May 26 there are no
Sunday School classes
because of the holiday
weekend.
June 9 is our last Sunday School class of the
season.

Rev. Tineke Cornelison
Minister of Invitation and
Inclusion

“June 23 is the new date
for the RCRC Church
Picnic to be held on our
campus. Hot dogs and
hamburgers will be
provided.”

Dear Brother and Sisters
in Christ,
The first words that come
to mind are “Thank you!”
~that’s about the Easter
Brunch! What a wonderful crowd! Attendees
were meeting new visitors and visitors were
doing the same, all between mouth-fulls of
food and good conversation! What could be better?! Thank you to those
of you who brought food
to share. My worry about
enough food vanished
and then when I entered
the kitchen for clean-up,
there were multiple people doing just that!!!
Wow! Thank you!!! I
began to print names but
I would leave someone
out (a good forgettery
does that!) and I don’t
want that to happen!
Each one of you was and
is appreciated muchly!!!

June 16: our summer
worship services begin
at 10:00 a.m. Our worship service that morning will feature some
Sunday School classes
leading in worship.
June 23 is the new date
for the RCRC Church
Picnic to be held on our
campus. Hot dogs and
hamburgers will be provided. You are all invited to bring a dish to
share however you
don’t need to!
For
those whose last name
begins with letters A
through M are asked to
bring salad or vegetable dish. Those whose
last name begins with
N through Z are asked
to bring a dessert. If
you would like to bring
both,
that’s
great!
Please bring your own
table service. Coffee,
milk and lemonade will
be provided. You are
asked to sign up for
hots or hamburgers at
the events table so that
enough will be prepared. Please invite
friends. Add them to

the sign up sheet at the
events table. Remember
to thank the volunteers
who grill your food!
Prayer: You have noticed that intercessors,
are available after our
morning worship at the
front of the sanctuary.
They will pray with
you, for you and other
persons and situations
you are concerned
about. If you wish a
private place, ask one
of us up front to go to
room 2 (the prayer
room) with you. Feel
free to bring your coffee and a treat there
with you if you like.
The box for written
prayer requests is still
available in that room.
The box is emptied
each Sunday!. All requests are kept confidential.
Once again a heart-felt
thank you to each of you
who, by actions and/or
prayer contribute to the
upkeep and smooth operation and mission of our
church! There are so
many of you who serve
quietly, in ways small
and large. Your welcome
to visitors is also greatly
appreciated. You are indeed part of Fellowship
Team!
~Tineke Cornelison

Save the Date!
Sunday, June 23, 2019
Following worship

C hur c h L i f e
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FROM

A story from Ann
Michele Bouwmeester
who volunteers with
third graders on Fridays at School #33.

In the third grade classroom that I volunteer in,
there is a student who
absolutely loves math. In
fact, he just got the approval to work over the
summer on the math software instructional material he has been using this
year in school. He is
very excited!
I wanted him to see himself into the future using
his math skills in any
type of amazing job he
would like. I said, “I can
just see you, 20 years
from now in your office
doing a great job getting
to do math every day. I’ll
come and visit you.”
The student paused,
looked at me, smiled politely and said, “I think
you’ll be too old by
then……” He could be
right – he did the math!!!
About the candy that
has been donated and
the picnic tables that
were donated

The lunch helpers and
custodians were happy to
get a small bag of candy
and Easter greetings from
RCRC. They felt appreciated knowing that what
they do is important.
When I refilled the candy
jar in the office one of the

SCHOOL #33

administrative assistants said, “God
bless you. We’ll be
raiding that soon.”
We also gave extra
candy to the teachers of the upper
grades when their
students were taking the state math
tests. The little things do
matter.
Spring is in the air and
students and their teachers are enjoying the picnic tables the church purchased last fall for the
courtyard garden. They
are eating lunch outside.
Thank you for your donations.
A story about our notes
of encouragement

In early February we sent
notes of encouragement
to teachers and staff. We
wrote personal notes as
well as sending a Helen
Keller quote that Mary
Steensma wrote in calligraphy for each teacher.
Some teachers post these
notes in their rooms.
Two students in the bilingual 6th grade class were
inspired to make up their
own quotes and posters
after seeing their teacher’s note. These student
notes are posted on the
bulletin board in the fellowship hall by the nursery door. Check them out!
We’ll be writing notes of
encouragement to the
teachers one more time
this year in early June.
Please consider participating in this aspect of
our ministry to School
#33. One of our members got to meet the
teacher she wrote a note
to while participating in
another community activ-

ity. This was encouraging to both of them.
A story of a volunteer’s influence on a
young student’s life

One of our volunteers is
in a kindergarten classroom each week. A girl
in the class told the volunteer that she didn’t listen to anyone!
The
RCRC person told her
she should work at listening to people who are
trying to help her. The
next week the girl pulled
her chair up beside the
volunteer’s chair with her
back to the volunteer.
Our volunteer reminded
her of their conversation
and said, “I’m one of the
people who is trying to
help you.” The girl immediately
repositioned
her chair so she was sitting beside her, ready to
listen.
School #33 Wish list

(Please put all donations
in the basket on the table
in the narthex)
Candy donations are
always
appreciated
(Y’all have been generous!)
Arts and crafts supplies
that you may have odds
and ends of can be used
by teachers and students
Small things that can be
used as prizes for students
Stickers of all kinds
The kindergarten classes enjoy stickers!
Blank note cards to
write our last round of
encouragement notes to
teachers
~Nancy Johnson

“We’ll be writing notes of
encouragement to the
teachers one more time
this year in early June.
Please consider
participating in this
aspect of our ministry to
School #33.”
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S O N I D O D E L M OV I M I E N T O - U P DA T E
FROM BETHANY COK
Dear RCRC family,
I’m sitting next to the
open window at one of
my favorite coffee shops
here in Xela, feeling the
warm breeze and hearing
the chatter of families as
they walk up and down
the street. I had almost
finished this newsletter
article when a little girl
came up to the open
window, selling gum by
herself on a Sunday
afternoon. Chicle, chicle?
she called to the back of
my head, and when I
turned around we both
broke into smiles.
I reached through the
window and we hugged
and kissed on the cheek,
the
traditional
Guatemalan hello. Cómo
estás, cómo estás? I
hadn’t seen Sofia in
nearly a month, as I’d
just recently gotten back
to Xela. We chatted for a
while, in a way you chat
with seven-year-olds. She
talked about how much
she loved music and
dance, and I said I
couldn’t wait to dance
with her on Tuesday,
during our next SDM
class.
I had written a lot in my
first
draft
of
the
newsletter about the ways
this work is difficult and
all the things I’m
thankful for, but I wanted
to share this small
moment with you instead,
and just let you know
what’s happening here.
SDM has now started
working with the kids
three times a week,

renting out a tiny but
beautiful theater space for
those classes. We’ve
started working with the
same teachers every
week, teachers that the
kids are beginning to
love. In the two years
I’ve been with SDM, I
have seen the program
evolve
from
some
scattered
music
and
dance activities with
different kids in Xela to
consistent, growth-based
classes with a core group
of
children,
which,
honestly, seems a bit
miraculous some days.
And after all this time, I
am learning, slowly.
Learning that sometimes
rest is a form of worship.
Learning that listening is
never the wrong choice.
Learning that hard things
can be the best things,
and that getting to pour
my life and energy into
helping little girls who
sell gum on the streets
feel loved and seen and
be able to dance their
hearts out is the biggest
privilege I’ve ever had.

For His glory, Bethany

Bethany Cok

P.S. There are plenty of
wonderful ways to support
SDM this month! RCRC
will be taking an offering
on May 26 for SDM’s
work, and I’ll also be
continuing to sell greeting
cards as a fundraiser for
those who are interested
(see sidebar) There’s a
suggested donation of $3
per card, and all the money
goes towards SDM. (You
can expect delivery of the
cards in late May.) Email
bethany.cok@gmail.com
to order! And, as always,
please pray for our team,
our teachers, and the kids
we serve.
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M AY O F F E R I N G S
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:
5/5 Christian Education Society
5/12 Deacon’s Fund

5/19 International Missions
5/26 Bethany Cok - Sonido del Movimiento

Going shopping
this week? Please
take a look at our
current needs list
and consider buying a few items
from our Amazon "WishList".
If you're shopping for yourself then please
consider shopping at AmazonSmile.com
where a percentage of your purchasing dollars go to support the Mission.

Thank you so much for
your support for Back to
God
Ministries
International. Thanks for
partnering with us as we
share the Gospel around
the world. This year we
celebrate 80 years of
ministry—a ministry that
began
through
partnerships
with
churches like yours.
Although
media
technology has changed a
lot since 1939, our
Gospel message remains
the same. We are still
committed to our mission
of
proclaiming
the
Gospel, discipling people,
and strengthening God’s
church.
In Haiti, the country is
still undergoing political
demonstrations
that
started in February. Our
ministry staff remains

safe and the mission
work continues with
Gospel
messages
broadcasted via radio.
Now
they
are
broadcasting Choosing
Good Leaders, a radio
program and Bible study
series
produced
in
partnership with the
Timothy
Leadership
Training Institute. The
program trains Christians
on how to choose church
leaders and the content is
very relevant for the
current political situation
as well.
In West Africa, we
collaborate with Words
of
Hope
(Reformed
Church in America), who
works
with
minor
language groups while
we work in the French
language. We partner
with local leaders who

share the Gospel on local
radio
stations.
This
allows local pastors to
invite those who hear the
message to come to their
church to learn more
about Jesus.
The work of Back to God
Ministries International
can be difficult in the
face of violence and
government regulations,
but we continue to share
the Good News and pray
that the Holy Spirit works
in the hearts of the people
to
who
hear
the
messages. Please pray for
our ministry leaders and
thank you for your
support!
Karla Soule
Church Relations Officer
Phone: 616-942-9383
Email:
ksoule@backtogod.net

“The work of Back to
God Ministries
International can be
difficult in the face of
violence and government
regulations, but we
continue to share the
Good News…”
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THE WEB

“...our various
histories are unique
and yet connected by
subtle degrees of
separation that help
us realize our
common humanity.”

1968 - Coenraad Bakker

OF

It’s been an interesting
spring from a historical
perspective for many of
us at RCRC.
We now officially have a
new
pastor,
Rev.
Anthony Selvaggio was
installed as Minister of
the Word at RCRC, and
the sense of a new
beginning has touched
many of us.
As a church we retired
our gray hymnals (and
the green ones and the
red ones) for the new Lift
up Your Hearts hymnals
now in our pews. Music
has always had an
important place in our
worship, it was one of the
things that drew me in
when I first visited
RCRC 40-some years
ago. That, and a lovely
young maiden named
Alice.
The Dutch roots our
church has grown from
have carried with them
memories
from
the
Second World War.
These tend to have an ebb
and flow to their presence

H I S T O RY
in our minds, but current
events can spur those
memories
to
vivid
recollection. You can
read Coenraad Bakker’s
article to learn more
about that.
The recent news about
the fire at Notre Dame
Cathedral
in
Paris
occurred just before Jim
and Shari Harrison’s trip
to Europe and while our
family was in Italy. Many
in our congregation have
visited
this
historic
church over the years and
were saddened to hear of
the damage done.
And our own Choir
Director,
Dr.
Adam
Potter, will be leaving for
France soon with the
Roberts Chorale. Initially
invited to sing at Notre
Dame,
things
have
changed. Read on to learn
more.
If anything, this has
shown us how our
various histories are
unique and yet connected
by subtle degrees of
separation that help us

1998 - Gary & Alice Harris

Gary Harris, Co-Editor

realize our common
humanity.
More importantly, we see
by reflecting on history;
both our own and that of
others,
how
God’s
presence has been with us
to shape, encourage,
rebuke, and form us into
“Who We Are” today. I’ll
let Pastor Anthony take it
from here, but feel free to
read more about this
compelling web that
connects us with each
other and with the past.

~Gary Harris

2019 - Jim & Shari Harrison

C hur c h L i f e
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THE ROBERTS CHORALE
D R . A DA M P O T T E R , D I R E C T O R

“My Life, A
Radiance of
Yours”
May 14, Paris
Cathédrale Notre
Dame (location
TBD)
du Louvre

From May 12 through
May 20, the Roberts
Chorale, led by RCRC
Choir Director Dr. Adam
Potter, will be on a
performance tour through
France.
Originally
scheduled to sing at the
Cathedral of Notre Dame,
the recent fire has
changed their plans,
while inspiring their
purpose.
As Chorale member
Tyler
Davis
stated,
"Terribly sad to witness
videos of Notre Dame
burning and the roof

collapsing. I, like nearly
40 others, was planning
on singing in this historic
cathedral within the next
month. The burning of
the cathedral, while easily
viewed symbolically as
the decline of the Church
in Europe as a whole,
does not deter our cause
rather it again reinforces
why we are going.
The Church of France
and Europe as a whole
has suffered and greatly
disappeared into tourism
in recent years. Why are
we going to France? We
planned on going to

encourage and provide
hope to the limited
number of Christians in
France.
The burning of the
Cathedral has deepened
and expanded our role in
this cause. Now, we will
be singing to encourage
the Christians and French
people as a whole. Our
mission has grown, and
we will rise to meet that
challenge. To provide
hope and be like Christ to
those with little reason to
hope. Our trip just got so
much more important.
Let's do this.”

May 16, Rouen
Cathédrale de
Rouen
May 17, Rennes
Temple Réformé
May 18, Bateux
Cathédrale de
Bayeux
May 19, Caen
Eglise Baptiste

To support this tour,
go to:
www.roberts.edu/
francetour
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PERSPECTIVES
Now from the sixth
hour
there
was
darkness over all the
land until the ninth
hour. And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, "Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani?"
that is, "My God, my
God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" (Mt
27:45,46, RSV).

“As a boy growing up
in the Netherlands,
we had suffered
through five years of
German occupation
with hunger, disease,
very cold winters with
little or no fuel,
shootings, bombings,
persecutions, refugees,
and destruction. Now
there were rumors of
approaching allied
troops.”

And Jesus cried again
with a loud voice and
yielded up his spirit.
And behold, the curtain
of the temple was torn
in two, from top to
bottom; and the earth
shook, and the rocks
were
split;...
(Mt
27:50,51, RSV).
nNow
after
the
Sabbath, toward the
dawn of the first day of
the
week,
Mary
Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see
the sepulchure. And
behold, there was a
great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord
descended from heaven
and came and rolled
back the stone, and sat
upon
it.
His
appearance was like
lightning, and his
raiment white as snow.
And for fear of him the
guards trembled and
became like dead men.
But the angel said to
the women. "Do not be
afraid; for I know that
you seek Jesus who
was crucified. He is

not here; for He has
risen, as He said.
Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his
disciples that he has
risen from the dead,
and behold, he is going
before you to Galilee;
there you will see him.
Lo, I have told you."
So
they
departed
quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy,
and ran to tell his
disciples. (Mt 28: 1-8.
RSV).
I am sure you have
heard these verses
many
times.
Sometimes when we
hear something often,
we may not listen as
attentively as the first
time we heard it and
soon
lose
the
significance of the
passage. We may have
been conditioned by
knowing the outcome.
Do we get the same
feeling of suspense
when we read a
mystery or watch a
movie for the second
time?
We may not feel the
desperation and pain of
the people, which Jesus
took upon himself on
that fateful Friday.
And if we cannot
imagine that state, how
can we experience the
joy of the resurrection?

Coenraad Bakker

Do we really appreciate
the difference between
B.C.
and
A.D.;
between the death and
desperation of the
Cross
and
the
resurrection and joy of
Easter?
Allow me to illustrate
this difference with a
story of my own life.
Let’s go back to
March, 1945.
As a boy growing up in
the Netherlands, we
had suffered through
five years of German
occupation
with
hunger, disease, very
cold winters with little
or no fuel, shootings,
bombings,
persecutions, refugees,
and destruction. Now
there were rumors of
approaching
allied
troops.
Nobody

C hur c h L i f e

wanted to get their
hopes up too high;
there
had
been
premature celebrations
before in which many
civilians were shot, like
at D-Day in June, 1944,
and the Battle of
Arnhem in September,
1944.
Now it was Good
Friday. In the evening,
a vague rumbling could
be heard in the
southwest, like an
approaching
thunderstorm.
Later
that
evening,
two
German
soldiers
appeared at our door.
They looked miserable,
lost, and confused like
the two from Emmaus.
Earlier in the war we
would have sent them
anywhere except in the
right direction. Now
they were just two
human beings who
wanted to go home so
we pointed them to the
east, to their homeland.
The next day, the
distant rumbling sound
had intensified. Long
lines
of
Germans
traveled east on the old
tree-lined road for
camouflage instead of
on the new open
highway next to it, on
foot, on bikes, and on
horse-drawn wagons—
a disheveled lot indeed.
A friend and I walked
with them a short way.
Suddenly an allied
plane appeared and
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started shooting.
A
humane
and
courageous
soldier
jumped from a wagon,
grabbed my friend
under one arm, and me
under the other, dashed
across the open road
and threw us in a
foxhole where we were
safe. He reminds me of
the man on the cross
who appealed to Jesus.
When
the
plane
disappeared, we ran
home.
That
evening,
the
distant rumble was
very close, like a
menacing thunderstorm
on a summer’s evening.
We were filled with
anxiety about what was
to come. I imagine that
the disciples felt that
way.
What was to
become of them? What
was to become of us?
My
mother
and
brothers and I huddled
downstairs
on
makeshift beds (our
home had no cellar).
My father courageously
slept upstairs.
The
shooting came now
from the retreating
Germans in the east
and the advancing
Canadians in the west.
All night long, the
whining
sound
of
flying projectiles could
be heard overhead.
When the dark of night
made room for the light
of day on Easter
morning,
it
was

suddenly quiet. Quiet
like an empty tomb.
We waited. Finally we
stepped outside, very
tentative, and for a
good
reason:
a
neighbor was shot by
coming out too soon.
We felt like the
disciples: approaching
an
unknown
phenomenon. Others
came in the street.
Some were skeptical.
Then the news came:
someone had seen
soldiers who weren't
Germans. We rejoiced.
We were free. We had
been liberated. Our
country could rise
again.
As
an
occasional
rumble
came from the east,
like a disappearing
thunderstorm, we knew
that the darkness of the
past had given way to
the brightness of the
future.
So when we think
about Good Friday and
Easter, try to imagine
the desperate state of
mankind before Easter,
and what Jesus went
through to give us
Easter: the suffering
and death on our behalf
and the defeat of sin
and death on Easter
Sunday.
~Coenraad Bakker

“Suddenly an allied
plane appeared and
started shooting. A
humane and courageous
soldier jumped from a
wagon, grabbed my
friend under one arm,
and me under the other,
dashed across the open
road and threw us in a
foxhole where we were
safe.“
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EASTER EGG HUNT EVENT

Ed. Note: Sent to our
Facebook page from a
visitor after the event...
“I just want to say
thank you for having
such a fantastic Easter
event that is so family
friendly. Everyone was
so helpful and very
friendly. Thank you for
having an event where
multiple ages get a
chance to do everything.”

C hur c h L i f e
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K E E P I N G CO N TAC T
A D U LT S … W H Y ?

WITH

OUR YOUNG

For the past year and a half, you’ve been seeing articles in this space telling about
where the 18-25 year-olds from our church are and what they’ve been doing. Maybe it’s
starting to sound like the same old same old, and you’re tuning out and scrolling right
past. Why does it even matter to keep contact with our young adults? Well, there are at
least three reasons.
First, it’s who we are! We are the body of Christ. It’s in our DNA to understand
and live out the fact that these young adults are part of us. A few of them we see in church
at least occasionally. Many of them we see in church seldom or never. But we don’t forget
them or write any of them off, regardless of where they are in their lives, because they
belong to us and we belong to them. In the words of Romans 12:5, “In Christ we, though
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”
Second, it’s an opportunity to encourage them in their faith journey. If you’d like,
in addition to sending good wishes include some words from the Bible, or let them know
you are praying for them.
Third, according to research from the Fuller Youth Institute, churches who are
effectively embracing their young adults find that these young adults say that they “feel
‘known’ by their church and…no matter what happens, their church feels like
home” (Growing Young, Powell, Mulder, and Griffin). What a worthwhile goal for us!
Sending a card is one good way to connect with our young adults. Please take the
time to do it, and to pray for them.

Editors Note:
“What are they up to?”
articles are written by Sue
Bratt-Cok, and help us
stay connected to our
young adults.
Many thanks, Sue!

-Sue Bratt Cok
May young adult birthdays:
May 1 – Elise Chambery
May 24 – Olivia Smith
May 24 – Elizabeth Spoelhof
May 25 – Dawt Sung (Sung Sung)

65 Bella Dr., Penfield, NY 14526
2 Woodbriar Lane, Rochester, NY 14624
111-D Bobrich Dr., Rochester, NY 14610
(This is a change.)
52 Blue Ridge Rd., Penfield, NY 14526

WHAT’S NEW WITH
OUR MISSIONARIES?

Zuiderveens in Haiti
with Resonate Ministries

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
Bethany Cok working with
Sonido del Movimiento

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento

Doug & Priscilla
Higby with Wycliff
Bible Translations

higby.family/newsletter
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CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

“The next meeting of
this newly formed
Cancer Support Group
will be held Saturday,
May 11, 10:00am in
the RCRC Lounge.”

A diagnosis of cancer is
life changing. Treatment
can become overwhelming for the patient and
family. 50 Days of Hope
is a daily devotional written by cancer survivor
Lynn Eib which has
helped bring peace to my
life as I continue to go
through cancer treatment.
Please join Christina and
James Thompson in a
new small group Prayer
and Care for cancer warriors, survivors, and fami-

ly members as we explore
the daily affirmations of
50 Days of Hope. The
group format will include
devotion and reflection as
well as support and encouragement for members in treatment.
The next meeting of this
newly formed Cancer
Support Group will be
held Saturday, May 11,
10:00am in the RCRC
Lounge. Meetings will
be held one Saturday
morning per month. If

this sounds like a group
you’d like to be a part of
please email Christina!
christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com
~Christina Thompson

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!
Are you or do you have a
child, grandchild, or
someone special in your
circle who might be graduating from High School,
College, or Graduate
School? Please let us
know. We would like to
acknowledge these and
all significant milestones

in the lives of our church
family in the June issue
of Church Life.
Please forward the name,
achievement, future plans
and a photograph to amharris74@gmail.com by
May 26 for publication in
our June 2 issue of
Church Life. Thank you!

OUR CHURC H FAMILY
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is
emailed out every 2 weeks from the Church Office. Printed copies are available on the greeter table in the narthex or you may call
the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC
mail slot.
The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the
“Member Information” section under the “More” tab.
Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you, or for
you, each Sunday morning in room 2 (next to the Library) for 20
minutes following the morning worship service. Written requests
may be placed in the box in the room. All information is kept confidential.

C hur c h L i f e
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M AY - J U N E B I R T H DAY S
May

June

Elise Chambery
Kathy Quinn
Lusie Lindenhovius
Donald Slager
Becky Bivone
Susan Gilbert Collins
Emilia Sobiech
George VerDouw
Grace Nienhuis
Christina Thompson
David Punter
Nathaniel Frelier
Michael Verbree
Sarah Carney
Olive Chambery
Katie Sung
Olivia Smith
Travis Smith
Elizabeth Spoelhof
Jean Spoelhof
Dawt Sung
Virginia Kuryla
Roger Hoadley

Tina Jennings
Tim Coughlin
Genevieve Seyfried
Timothy VandeBrake
Ruth Machiele
Denise De Lallo
Millie Washburn
Anthony Selvaggio
Bethany Cok
Luke Frelier
Rena Lubberts
Daniel Spoelhof
Steven Tryon
Jennifer Carney
Michael Carney
Diane Scott
Abigail De Lallo
Adriana De Lallo
Danny De Lallo III
JoAnne Frelier
Jiaqi Shao
David Dill
Dianka Sobiech

Elizabeth Kuryla
Noah Carney
Robert Cornelison
David Fenton
Gary Harris
For actual birthdates,
please refer to the
“member Information”
section (under the
“More” tab of the RCRC
website.

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625
Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526

1 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadet Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
6:30pm—Membership Class
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
2 National Day of Prayer
1:00pm—Blood Drive
4 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
7:30pm —Concert Fundraiser for Guatemala
5 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
7 7:00pm—Deacons Mtg.

V I S I T A T I O N M I N I S T RY

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 2019

Mary Zinkand
St. John’s Home
150 Highland Ave.
Rochester, NY 14620
Visitation Information:
Reservoir Building, 6th floor
(Yellow House), Room 627

8 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—GEMS Year-end
Event
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Membership Class
7:30pm—Adult Choir
9 12:00pm—Primetimers
11 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
10:00am—Cancer Support
Prayer Group
12 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
15 6:00pm—Cadet Pine Wood
Derby/BBQ Fundraiser
5:15pm—Youth Bell Choir
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
16 7:00pm—Council Mtg
18 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
19 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
22 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
7:30pm—Adult Choir
25 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
26 No Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
3:15pm—Dist. #4 Cameron
Service Project
29 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
30 7:00pm—Elders Mtg
Please go to the RCRC website for up-to-date calendar
items

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR JUNE 2019 ISSUE:
SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2019
DELIVERY DATE: JUNE 2, 2019

Next Month...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)
Church Life is published 11 times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.
Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.

2750 Atlantic Avenue
Penfield, New York 14526
www.rochestercrc.org
585-381-7861

