
 

 

On May 8, 2022, I will begin 

a new sermon series enti-

tled, “Meeting Jesus.” This 

will be an eight-part series. 

The series will focus on 

eight particular people who 

encountered, or met, Jesus. 

In each case, we will look at 

the circumstances of how/

why they met Jesus and then 

we will look at the conse-

quences of meeting Jesus, 

how that meeting changed 

their lives. 

The inspiration for this ser-

mon series has three origins. 

First, the Holy Spirit. As a 

pastor, you kind of knew 

that I would say that! Sec-

ond, my “I AM” series. I 

really enjoyed preaching that 

series and part of that was 

simply being in the Gospels. 

I want to spend a little more 

time in the Gospels before I 

move on to other parts of 

Scripture in 2022. This se-

ries allows me to do that. 

Third, and finally, a book 

also inspired me. The book 

is by the renowned New 

Testament scholar, Ben 

Witherington III, and is en-

titled, Encounters With Je-

sus.  

Witherington’s book is his 

own retelling of various en-

counters with Jesus and he 

attempts to tell the story of 

these encounters from the 

perspective of the individu-

als who met Jesus. He tells 

the stories in a first-person 

perspective using both 

Scripture and extra-biblical 

sources such as history, ar-

chaeology, etc. I found this 

interesting because the 

Scriptures rarely give us a 

sense of what the individu-

als that Jesus encountered 

were really thinking or feel-

ing. While some might con-

sider Witherington’s book 

conjecture, and it certainly is 

at one level, I prefer to con-

sider it the product of an 

informed sanctified imagina-

tion. Here’s how Withering-

ton describes his book: 

Let me be clear that what is 

going on here is historical 

reconstruction, not flights 

of fancy, or the turning of 

Jesus’ life into pulp fiction. 

Based on what can be 

known about the context in 

which these events hap-

pened (the historical, social, 
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archaeological, religious 

contexts), I have sought to 

give a dramatic presentation 

of what it might have been 

like to talk with those Jesus 

touched, and get their reac-

tion to the miracles and 

happenings that changed 

their lives. I am not attempt-

ing to add to, subtract from, 

what we have in the Scrip-

tures, but rather to creative-

ly present a broader canvas, 

a framework in which to 

better understand the Scrip-

tural texts. (Witherington, 

Encountering Jesus, xi) 

During the series, I plan to 

share some insights from 

the book, but I will, of 

course, base my sermons on 

the Scripture texts which 

describe these encounters. 

Witherington’s book in-

cludes a total of 25 different 

encounters with Jesus from 

which I chose eight for my 

sermon series. Here is a list 

of the encounters I chose 

(note these are Withering-

ton’s titles and will not be 

my sermon titles): 

I hope that you will find this 

sermon series to be helpful 

to you in your walk with the 

Lord. People usually met 

Jesus because something 

was wrong in their lives and 

they needed his help. That is 

just as true today as it was 

then. Perhaps you will find 

one or more of these meet-

ings with Jesus particularly 

helpful and relevant to 

something you are going 

through in your life right 

now.  

While I think this series 

should prove encouraging 

to believers, it also presents 

an excellent opportunity to 

invite someone to church. 

Sometimes we find it chal-

lenging to bring someone to 

church because we don’t 

know exactly what type of 

sermon is coming and 

whether it is suitable for 

someone unfamiliar with 

church and Christianity. 

This series should serve to 

alleviate all those fears as 

each of these messages will 

be suitable for seekers. 

Please prayerfully consider 

inviting a friend or colleague 

to one of these services so 

he or she can hear of how 

meeting Jesus can change 

our lives. 

I hope you, and perhaps 

someone you know, will 

meet Jesus again, or perhaps 

for the first time, through 

this sermon series.  

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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1. The Woman With the Flow of  Blood  

2. The Harlot 

3. Jairus’s Daughter 

4. Miriam and Martha 

5. The Syrophoenecian Woman 

6. The Widow of  Nain 

7. The Samaritan Woman 

8. The Woman Caught in Adultery 

Eight People Who Met Jesus 

“I have sought to give 

a dramatic 

presentation of what it 

might have been like to 

talk with those Jesus 

touched…” 



 

 

Thank you! 

Please join me in expressing 

a Post-Administrative Pro-

fessionals Day (Wednesday, 

April 27) Thank You to Re-

ba for all she does for 

RCRC! 

Through the years I have 

had the privilege of filling in 

for the many various office 

staff we have had support-

ing the rest of the staff here 

at RCRC.  We all know 

Covid has changed many 

things in our lives!  Surely, it 

has greatly affected what is 

produced in the RCRC of-

fice.  My first experience 

returning to the 

office was last 

August when Re-

ba vacationed 

with family.  I am 

thankful for Re-

ba’s kind, 

thoughtful, and 

patient “training” 

she gave me prior 

to her departure.  

Wow!  Things are 

totally different!  

Yes, there are still 

the basics like 

phones, mail, 

email, copying, greeting visi-

tors, etc.  It was an experi-

ence to see how Sunday’s 

presentation you see in per-

son and online is prepared!  

It was fun to see and learn 

new things!  So many tasks 

are handled electronically, 

unlike how my old brain 

learned things many years 

ago. 

January and February 

brought more opportunities 

to fill in for Reba.  I was so 

glad she asked me back!  I 

hope she can go away and 

know at least the weekly 

tasks are being handled.  

There are many tasks she 

manages that I have not 

learned about.  As I 

wrapped up the week in 

February, I took a moment 

to reflect on the new things 

I’ve learned and how Reba 

has creatively and effectively 

changed what the RCRC 

office produces to support 

all aspects of church life.  I’ll 

share one of the most fun 

and creative things she does.  

I am sure you have seen 

them.  The “slides” that are 

on the monitors advertising 

events, activities, worship, 

etc. are created by Reba at a 

website that allows her to 

make attractive announce-

ment notices. 

Please be sure to thank Re-

ba for all she does!  Thank 

you to all who work dili-

gently in our church family 

to support all things RCRC! 

~Amy Cline 
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Trevor Smith is graduating Penfield High 

school with the class of  2022. After gradua-

tion, he plans to keep playing music with the 

Old Souls Band, and continue pursuing hob-

bies such as Skateboarding and Basketball. 

Trevor will be attending MCC in the fall, and 

will likely transfer to a music school down 

the road. His goal is to play in a professional 

Broadway pit orchestra. 

Celebrating Our Graduates—Congratulations! 

 

Hannah Carney is graduating from high 
school in June.  She has been homeschooled 
since first grade, by her parents Michael and 
Jennifer.  She is headed to the University of  
Pittsburgh in the fall, where she has been ac-
cepted into the Bioengineering pro-
gram.  She hopes to complete a Pre-Med 
track, also, with the future goal of  becoming 
a doctor.  Hannah is excited to see what the 
future will hold! She can't wait to see what 
God has in store for her.  
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Megann Knapp graduated from Belmont 

University in May 2022 with Bachelor's Degree 

in Music Education. She will be teaching 

secondary choir in the fall.  

 

Sarah Cok has been studying this past year 
in London, England, and will be graduating 
this May with an M.A. in Historical and Sus-
tainable Architecture from New York Uni-
versity. She will be moving back to the U.S. 
soon to start the process of  job hunting. 

 

Katie Cok graduated last December from 

Chatham University in Pittsburgh with a 

D.P.T. degree. She plans to work a series of  

three-month assignments at various physical 

therapy clinics throughout the U.S., and is 

currently working at her first assignment, in 

Greer, South Carolina. 
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Emma Vande Brake graduates in May from 
Gordon College with a B.S. in Biology 
(Environmental Science concentration), B.A. in 
Political Science and minor in Sustainable Devel-
opment. During the summer she will be the Assis-
tant Rowing Coach for the Gordon College Row-
ing Association Juniors team. Starting in mid-
August she will begin working as a research asso-
ciate for NeuroDex (a biotechnology start-up in 
the Boston area), helping advance diagnostic tools 
for Lewy-Body Dementia.   

 

 

Elizabeth Spoelhof  graduated with a degree in 
Creative Writing from SUNY Brockport in De-
cember 2021.   

 

Sydney Frelier graduated April 29 from the 

University of  Cincinnati in the Applied Behavior 

Analyst (ABA) Masters program. She works for 

Merakey Autism Center in Grand Rapids, MI. 

and will be a Board Certified Behavior Analyst 

for Merakey. 

Congratulations Sydney! 
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Greetings all musicians and 

music lovers in our church 

family! You’ve likely heard 

word of a RCRC family 

concert to raise money. You 

were promised more infor-

mation, so here goes! 

A group of us, for whom 

music is our livelihood, be-

gan a conversation about 

the condition of our sanctu-

ary piano last fall. Some of 

us have experienced difficul-

ty with the action, touch, 

pedals as well as the harsh, 

bright tone. Our Steinway 

was built in an era when 

teflon parts were used 

which are now considered 

inferior and limiting. Most 

pianos can go years without 

needing to be reconditioned 

or repaired but there will 

come a point where regular 

maintenance (cleaning, regu-

lating, voicing and tuning) 

can no longer provide a sat-

isfactory performance.  

We have gathered estimates 

and opinions from four re-

spected piano technicians in 

western NY. These will be 

considered by council in 

What? A fundraiser? Why? For whom?……. 

Juli Elliot 

May. The fundraiser is 

meant to contribute to costs 

for these repairs as well as 

the possibility of starting a 

‘Music Fund’ (submit ideas 

for a more creative title!) for 

general use in the musical 

life of our church. I’m excit-

ed to see how our instru-

ments and space may be 

used not just for us but for 

the broader community.  

Please touch base with me if 

you have questions about 

this.  

And do contact Susan, our 

organist, about participating 

in our June 5th, 2 pm mu-

sical talent show!!  

~Juli Elliot 



 

 

Youth Lasagna Dinner & Dessert Auction 

 

Chef Jeff 
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The RCRC youth 
groups are grateful for 
the love and support 
you extended to them 
at the Lasagna Dinner 
and Dessert Auction. 
The dinner was well 
attended by many, and 
the takeout option was 
a great option for oth-
ers. The spread of 
beautiful, donated des-
serts had us all desiring 
goodies - making the 
auction a tremendous success. Thank you for your donations of desserts and financial gifts, 
totaling $5,577.33. All donations go toward helping our youth attend youth service projects, 
retreats, mission projects and other events, including Flower City Work Camp.  

Thank you for your support!  Enjoy the pictures! 



 

 

Flower City Work Camp 2022 
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Footprints; Revisited... 
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Inspired by Rev. Anthony Selvaggio’s sermon,  

“I Am: The Way, the Truth, and the Life” 

 

One night I dreamed a dream. 

I was walking along the beach...with the Lord. 

Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 

As they lit up the sky, I noticed footprints in the sand. 

 

After the last scene faded away, 

I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of  my life, 

there was only one set of  footprints. 

 

So I asked the Lord about it. 

“Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 

You’d walk with me always. 

But I noticed that during some times of  my life, 

there was only one set of  footprints. 

I don’t understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave 

me.” 

 

He whispered, “My child, I was with you, always. 

When you saw two sets of  footprints, that’s when you were traveling 

your own way. 

You didn’t know it, but I was always right beside you. 

The times when there were only one set of  footprints  

were the times when you were following in mine.” 
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Easter Banners  
On Easter we celebrate the 

resurrection of Christ, the 

victorious keystone of 

Christianity. Our banners 

represent the celebrated day 

in many ways. The color 

white denotes the cleansing 

of sin; the gold lame fabric 

that arches upward symbol-

izes precious material and 

the greatness of God; the 

abundance of pastel florets 

symbolize growth and the 

life-giving force of the aton-

ing work of Christ. They 

spill over in a freefall be-

stowing the supernatural 

love poured out upon us; 

their springtime colors hark-

en hope and renewal infer-

ring triumph and joy. 

Members of our community 

donated pieces of clothing 

or fabric remnants such as 

shirt ties, kitchen and chil-

dren’s bedroom curtains, 

fabric for a child’s medical 

arm restraint, quilt samples, 

quilt remnants, crochet slip-

pers, dresses, maternity 

dresses, hankies, and table 

napkins, all in silks, cottons, 

or linens. In doing so, the 

banners display not just a 

diversity of texture but rep-

resent diversity within the 

community, beauty within 

our collective individualities. 

Hidden between and around 

the folds are tiny whipstitch-

es. The most durable stitch 

in sewing serves as a meta-

phor for a community 

stitched together by faith, 

united by love and our com-

mon humanity. These East-

er Banners evince the com-

mon discourse of shared 

faith and experiences in a 

community of generational 

family stories both shared 

and personal. That they are 

highly tactile invites a sense 

of touch implying mutual 

care, and bears witness to 

the thoughtful transfor-

mation of materials that 

augurs meaningful worship.  

To all the sewers: Petra Let-

ter, Shari Harrison, Sarah 

Smith, Ann Michele 

Bouwmeester, and Juli El-

liot, and to all those who 

gifted articles of clothing 

and swatches of fabrics, 

THANK YOU for offering 

your lives in the service of 

worship! 

The banner team wishes to thank 

Kathrine Page for designing the 

Easter banner ensemble. 

The fabrics and what they 

mean: 

Astifan family – baseball fab-

ric, for the love of the game; 

Jim/Judy Chambery family – 

Jim’s beloved silk tie and Judy’s 

bandana scarf; 

Elliot family – handmade 

kitchen and children’s bedroom 

curtains and fabric used for a 

child’s medical restraint; 

Harris family – father’s tie—

the last one he wore, mother’s 

hanky, mom’s doilies and slip-

pers; 

Harrison family – mother’s 

shirt, because she loved cardinals; 

grandaughter’s pillow. It was a 

hand-me-down from the grand-

son. We swapped Sesame Street 

for Fancy Nancy  fabric. The 

fabrics remind her of the love 

between a mother and daughter; 

grandmother and granddaughter; 

LeRoux family – remnants 

from Dianka’s wedding dress 

and daughter-in-law’s brides-

maid’s  dresses that Christine 

designed and sewed; 

Page family – the pink linen 

represents the birth of our grand-

daughter who came into this  

world after a very long and diffi-

cult labor; 

Curt and Sarah Smith family 

– card-table linens embellished 

with lace from her dearly beloved  

mother-in-law Mom Smith; 

Steensma-Leunk family -- 

gold silk brocade vest from Korea 

worn by Mary’s father.  

Vande Brake family – daugh-

ter Sarah’s blue and white polka 

dot toddler dress as a reminder  

of God’s faithfulness to all gener-

ations. 
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School #33 had a Black History Month Door Decorating Contest for the month of Febru-

ary. The classrooms worked hard!! K-3 students designed doors that represented African 

Americans whose accomplishments/contributions impacted our society. Students in grades 

4-6 designed doors that represented a Historically Black University or College. Pastor An-

thony and Shari Harrison were able to join in the celebration of the BHM Door Decorating 

Contest by delivering donuts to the 6 winning classrooms.  

School #33 Door Décor Project 

“K-3 students designed 

doors that represented 

African Americans 

whose 

accomplishments 

impacted our society.” 
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Ministry Opportunity: School #33 
—Are You Being Called to Lead? 

 

As most of you know, our 

congregation has had a min-

istry connection with School 

#33 for many years now. 

Like many ministry oppor-

tunities, the pandemic has 

limited the scope of what 

we have been able to do at 

School #33. However, there 

are signs that our avenues 

for ministry will expand in 

the coming months, particu-

larly for the 2022-2023 

school year. RCRC needs a 

leader for this ministry who 

will help us be ready for this 

future. 

This ministry began like 

many ministries originate, 

with the passion of one per-

son. Nancy Johnson was 

that person for our congre-

gation. While Nancy re-

mains committed and con-

nected to School #33, she 

decided that it was time to 

pass the baton of leadership 

of that ministry here at 

RCRC. I assumed the role 

of interim leader and have 

been blessed by my interac-

tion with the school and the 

volunteers here at RCRC. It 

has been good for me as 

pastor to learn more about 

this ministry, but I also 

know that if School #33 will 

be a continuing ministry of 

our congregation then a new 

lay leader must emerge. I am 

asking you to consider 

whether you are that leader.  

If you sense God’s calling or 

if you just want more infor-

mation, please feel free to 

reach out to me. I will work 

alongside the next leader 

and help them coordinate 

ministry, particularly in the 

beginning of the next lead-

er’s tenure. I know the 

Council, particularly the 

deacons, will be ready with 

support for this ministry. 

There are also several faith-

ful volunteers, including 

Nancy, who are willing to 

pitch in to help our ministry 

to School #33. So, please 

ask yourself, “Am I being 

called to lead?” 

~Pastor Anthony 

“if School #33 will be a 

continuing ministry of 

our congregation then 

a new lay leader must 

emerge.” 

https://goridgemen.com/


 

 

tian Reformed Church. The 

Elders hope that you will 

take advantage of the op-

portunity to pray with and 

for others. We will no long-

er be publishing a prayer 

page because the immediacy 

of the prayer email will bet-

ter reflect our congrega-

tion’s prayer requests.  

~Ann Michele Bouwmeester 

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested 

in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com                       

Visitation Ministry 

Jean Haines 

Maplewood Nursing and 

Rehabilitation 

100 Daniel Drive 

Room 321 

Webster, NY 14580 

 

Ben Hoadley   

Shire Senior Living  

2515 Culver Road  

Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 

Brentland Woods 

3831 East Henrietta Road, 

Apt 110 

Henrietta NY  14467 
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For birthday list, please refer to the “Members” section 

(under the “More” tab of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or your district elder.  

Happy Birthday 

“When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  

who have an email on file 

with RCRC. If you did not 

receive the email, please let 

Shari Harrison know so that 

we can connect you to the 

prayer chain. Upon receiv-

ing the introductory email, if 

you decide not to be includ-

ed, please send an email 

stating to have your email 

removed from the prayer 

chain.  

We believe that praying for 

each other is vital to the 

health of Rochester Chris-

The RCRC Prayer Chain 

has changed to an email 

driven prayer chain.  

When you have a prayer 

request, instead of alerting 

Shari Harrison, an email to 

the RCRC Prayer chain will 

alert the prayer chain ad-

ministrator, Shari Harrison. 

Shari will then forward your 

prayer request to  the con-

gregation.  

An introductory email from 

the RCRC Prayer Chain has 

been sent to all worshipers 

An Update on the  RCRC Prayer Chain  



 

 

Deacon’s Corner -Where do my offerings go?      

The offering envelope has 

several choices for you to 

designated where your do-

nation will go. Here is the 

list and how the Deacons 

allocate your funds.    

GENERAL MINISTRY – 

Church General Budget 

CHRISTIAN EDUCA-

TION SOCIETY - What 

is CES?   Christian Educa-

tion Society (CES) – Assist-

ing families in our congrega-

tion who desire a Christ-

centered education for their 

children. 

DEACON’S BENEVO-

LENCE FUND – Funds 

used to assist people, in the 

congregation, who need 

financial assistance, and oth-

er needs as determined by 

the Deacons. 

INTERNATIONAL 

MISSIONS - To support 

the missionaries as designat-

ed by the Deacons/Council. 

LOCAL MISSIONS -  

These are the “Special Caus-

es” as indicated on the “ 

Offering Schedule and Sup-

ported Causes” prepared 

annually by the Deacons.  If 

“Local Missions” is checked 

on the offering envelope 

but no specific cause indi-

cated, the funds will be allo-

cated to the Special cause of 

the month, (CompassCare, 

Habitat for Humanity, Vic-

torious Living (Rochester 

Family Mission) etc. 

In March he Deacons do-

nated $1,000 to Flower City 

Work Camp. 

 

Opportunities to Serve:  

Rochester Family Mission  

• Needs volunteers on 

Wednesdays for 3:30 to 

5:00 to help serve food.  

Also able-bodied people 

to help carry boxes to 

cars from 4:00 to 5:00. 

• ·Is seeking one or two 

volunteers Monday and 

Tuesday to run the 

clothing pantry. 10 to 1. 

• Looking for meal prep 

for the first week of the 

month for 150 servings, 

can be hot or cold.  Pre-

fer to have it by noon 

Wednesday.  Entree's 

and an optional dessert. 

• Summer camp for six 

weeks, classes, tutoring.  

July to August, need 

volunteers to read and 

tutor.  

• Donations are down.  

Need food and money.  

Need supply of meat. 

~Shari Harrison, Deacon Chair 
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Mission News! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working with 

Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti 

(part of the CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 

locally The Open Door Mission and Cameron Community 

Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites can be 

found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 

(rochestercrc.org)   

May—June 

Offering Schedule 

May 

1 CES  

8 Deacon’s fund 

15 International Mis-

sions 

22 Victorious Living 

(Rochester Family Mission) 

 General Ministries  

 

June 

5 CES  

12 General Ministries 

19 International Mis-

sions 

26 Heritage Christian 

Services (Guatemala) 

 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 

Causes 

https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
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