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C HURCH L IFE
MARCH
WORSHIP
3/3 10:30am - Judges Series:

Samson: Fatal Attraction
Judges 16

3/6 7:00pm - Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
3/10 10:30am - Lenten Series:
Journey to the Cross

Sympathy for the Devil
Luke 4:1-13

3/17 10:30am - Lenten Series:
Journey to the Cross
The Departed
Luke 9:26-28

A REFORMED VIEW OF LENT?

3/24 10:30am - Lenten Series:
Journey to the Cross

A Turnaround Play
Luke 13:1-9

3/31 10:30am - Lenten Series:
Journey to the Cross

The Lost and Found

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
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Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

As many of you know, I
was a Roman Catholic
until around the second
year of my undergraduate
education. One of the
most powerful memories
I have from my Catholic
upbringing is the Lenten
season. I especially recollect three particular aspects of this season.
First, I recall the Lenten
folder that I would dutifully fill with quarters
throughout the season.

Second, I recall “giving
up something” for Lent. I
particularly
remember
how careful and circumspect I was in making this
latter choice. It had to be
something I would miss,
but not something I
would miss too much!
Finally, I remember eating fish on every Friday.
That did not seem like
much of a sacrifice to me
as I really loved (and still
love) a good fish fry. For
my money, Charlie’s on
Empire has a fantastic
fish fry!
While I remember my
childhood
experiences
with Lent quite well,
when I became Reformed
I tended to reject Lent in
its entirety. The English/Scottish Presbyterians, descending from the
English Puritans, tended
to have a very negative
view of the liturgical calendar in general and Lent

in particular (the Dutch
Reformed tradition has
always been a bit more
open to the church festivals and liturgical calendar). My view of Lent
was similar to the view of
famed preacher Martyn
Lloyd-Jones who wrote
this in a sermon:
Lent, of course, is a
relic of Roman Catholicism. One can easily
understand it in such an
organization – it gives
power to the priest, and
so on – but there is, I
repeat, no evidence
whatsoever in favour of
it in the New Testament, and it simply
leads to this show of
wisdom and human will
power. It is people adding their works to the
grace of God, and this
is essentially Roman
Catholic
teaching.
Well, my friends, let us
(cont’d on pg. 2)
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A REFORMED VIEW OF LENT? (CONT’D FROM COVER)
get rid of this, let us not
waste our time with it.
We are to be led by the
Spirit always.

“The Lenten season
affords us an
opportunity to deeply
reflect on the journey of
our Lord Jesus to the
cross and his subsequent
glorious resurrection on
Easter morning.”

So, after I become Reformed, Lent was not a
big part of my Christian
life…that is until I started
attending RCRC. RCRC
forced me to reexamine
the value of Lent and led
me to adopt a more balanced approach.

As Reformed people, we
should not accept church
practices merely out of
tradition or embrace any
superstitious adherence to
them. We also do not
bind the conscience of
worshippers with practices which are not expressly commanded in the
Scripture. However, it is
equally important that we
do not reject practices
merely because of
our own traditions.
There are
practices
which, while
not commanded, contain commendable elements which
can advance our spiritual
growth. Sadly, in the
Reformed tradition there
has often been “a throw
the baby out with the
bathwater”
mentality
which has tended to go to
extremes rather than to
discern a via media or
tertium quid. Being attuned to the liturgical
calendar of the church

has a long tradition within church history and it
has helped generations to
focus on important aspects of our faith, particularly the most significant
events in the life of our
Lord. The Lenten season
affords us an opportunity
to deeply reflect on the
journey of our Lord Jesus
to the cross and his subsequent glorious resurrection on Easter morning.
Thus, I believe that Lent
can be used properly
within a Reformed perspective. If you would
like more help in understanding Lent from a Reformed perspective check
out the following link:
https://youngcalvinists.or
g/2014/04/17/approachin
g-lent-as-a-reformedchristian/
In summary, I think special Lenten reflection,
without the imposition of
superstition or forced obligation, is a worthy way
to grow in Christ. Accordingly, this year I, and
the elders, want to invite
you to join in the journey
of Lent.
How to Join in the Journey of Lent
So, how can you do that?
One way for us as a congregation to focus our
attention on the Lenten
journey is by joining together in focused Scripture reading and spiritual
reflection.
During the
Lenten season, I will be
preaching from texts
which are part of the Revised Common Lectionary. I will begin this on
the First Sunday of Lent
(March 10th) and contin-

ue through Easter Sunday
(April 21st). To help you
join in on reflecting on
the texts of Lent, each
Monday (beginning on
March 4) the office will
send out a blast email to
the congregation containing a link to two documents: 1) A PDF of
the Lectionary texts for
the upcoming Sunday
morning (one of these
texts will serve as my
preaching text); and 2) A
PDF of art which depicts
specific events raised in
the texts for that week.
If you do not have access
to email, please contact
the office and copies of
the materials will be
printed for you. If you
want to explore these and
other materials related to
the RCL, simply go to
this
link:
https://lectionary.library.
vanderbilt.edu/
It is my hope, and the
sincere hope of the Elders, that you will use
these resources as a
means of reflecting upon
the meaning of Christ’s
sacrifice and that you will
use them to prepare your
hearts for worship on the
Lord’s Day. If we all do
this together, I am confident that the Spirit will
use it to not only increase
the meaning of this time
of year, but also to shape
us all into the image of
Christ.

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
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A TIME OF PRAYER AND RENEWED WORSHIP

Julie Elliot
Council President

We are approaching Lent
in these first few days of
March. Our practice of
Lent at RCRC has often
been meaningful with
thoughtfully planned services, offerings of devotional and prayer aides
and acts of service given
with Christ’s sacrifice in
mind. This year Pastor
Anthony will be preaching from the Revised
Common Lectionary for
the entire period of Lent
through Easter using the
Gospel passages (Luke in
Year C). Our church family will receive scripture
readings accompanied by
thematic works of art via
email to enhance our own
spiritual practices. We
will also be adding a time
of prayer following each
worship service in the
sanctuary. I encourage
each of us to join our
hearts and minds with
one another in thanks,
praise, lament, grief, etc.
to God in prayer.
We can also look forward
to renewed worship with
our new hymnals scheduled to arrive for Easter
Sunday! Council acted
upon the recommendation of the Worship Committee and authorized the

purchase of 315 “Lift Up
Your Hearts” Hymnals
(265 for pews, 50 extra
copies). The estimated
cost is approximately
$6,450. $3,250 of this
amount will come from a
donation to RCRC. The
balance will paid from
the Memorial Fund. An
article on the hymnal can
be found in this edition of
CLN. (pgs. 4-5)
This month we had a report from Pastor Anthony
on our staff at RCRC. All
staff have completed the
sexual harassment training but one that is in process. Also, Pastor Anthony continues to work
with a small committee to
revise the safe church
policy. The executive
committee had begun
revising staff job descriptions at the end of last
year. This is being taken
up now beginning with
the Administrative Assistant description. We will
hear an update on the
progress of job descriptions at our March meeting.
Each of my children had
leg cramps, growing
pains, when they were
young. I used to fetch the
hot water bottle then tell
them it would pass but
also a good sign they are
healthy and growing.
RCRC is showing signs
of growth! Exciting rather than painful, council
is working on ways to
support a welcoming
church home for visitors
and regular attenders. At
our meeting we worked
on defining and systematizing Friends in Attendance, those in regular at-

tendance who we desire
to enfold but aren’t yet
prepared
to
become
members. We also updated council members on
the new Greeting Team
activities organized by
Ann Michele Bouwmeester.
Speaking of growth, the
Elders had proposed to
establish a committee to
determine the best software package to support
our church’s need to organize our data- membership, giving, committees,
ministries, etc. That committee met and decided
on Sales Force as offering the best features. The
motion was approved for
David Punter to apply for
the free nonprofit licenses
to obtain Sales Force database. Many thanks to
those who put time into
this decision and for David who has given his
expertise and will implement the interface.
Other council business
included a request for
parking lot helpers to assist in winter months.
Pastor Tineke and Julie
VandeBrake are organizing youth to assist seniors
and others with difficulties walking and getting
to and from the parking
lot into church. Also,
Julie VandeBrake will
fulfill the role of senior
high support person for
the rest of this school
year.

~Juli Elliot,
Council President

“...Council is working
on ways to support a
welcoming church home
for visitors and regular
attenders.”

P age 4

V o l um e 3 9 , I s s ue 3

LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS!

Julie Elliot
Council President

Betty Bakker

“Purchasing the
hymnals was enabled, in
part, by a matching
grant offered by Tom
and Lois Dykstra...”

RCRC is getting a new
hymnal! You may have
noticed an uptick in the
number of hymns printed
in our worship folder in
recent years. Many of
them have come from the
“Lift Up Your Hearts”
(LUYH) hymnal published by Faith Alive in
May of 2013. Recently,
several people from our
congregation approached
the worship committee
asking if the church
would consider replacing
the Psalter (showing wear
and tear) with LUYH.
The worship committee
was in full agreement
recommending the purchase of LUYH to Council and Council was delighted to approve the
motion. In the past, the
church chose to retain the
gray Psalter Hymnal and
add supplemental songs
of worship with the green
and red books. Now, we
will ‘downsize’ to one
hymnal as nearly all of
the songs from those supplemental books are in
LUYH. Easter Sunday,
2019, will be our first day
of worship with the new
hymnal.
Purchasing
the
hymnals was enabled, in part, by a
matching grant
offered by Tom
and
Lois
Dykstra in appreciation for
the forty-five
years
that
RCRC
offered to them
and their children a
place of worship, nurture,
and 'shelter from the
stormy blast’. Quoting

from a recent email“Last Thanksgiving we
were gratified by what
seems to be a renewed
spirit at RCRC. It is also
evident in your newsletter, which we receive.
Blessings,
Tom and
Lois”. We are blessed by
them and their generosity! What a beautiful gift.
Why create a new hymnal
in the first place? I recommend visiting the
website,
www.liftupyourheartshy
mnal.org
to learn more about the
development process. A
brief excerpt from the
FAQ section of the website: “In worship one of
the main ways we praise
and honor God, give
voice to our prayers, and
communicate the wonders of God’s works is
through song. Though the
underlying gospel message doesn’t change from
generation to generation,
the concerns, prayers, and
social context of each
generation do.
The words we use for
worship need to express
these new realities that
form the backdrop of our
worship – a new hymnal
for a new generation.”
The 852 songs in LUYH
will provide us with worship music from various
styles, cultures and several periods of church history. Speaking of history, our church sent a representative to the advisory committee for developing the hymnal back in
August of 2008.
I caught up with our rep,
Betty Bakker, in her

home last week to hear
her story. Here are some
excerpts from our discussion.
Betty, how did you
come to be on the
advisory committee?

Well Juli, I got cornered and asked by
Tineke one day in 2007.
[smile] Because of my
experience with music
and worship I was
pleased to take part. She
had just come back from
a Women’s Conference
in Grand Rapids and the
talk was about the need
for a new hymnal. The
commitment turned out to
be 4 1/2 years of meetings, once per year in
Grand Rapids but toward
year four we began to
meet regionally in order
to save the project money.
What were
meetings like?

the

At the first meeting
I encountered a very
diverse group of people
with a variety of ideas
and different church
backgrounds. This project
was shared between the
Reformed Church of
America and the CRCNA. I came back so enthused
and
excited.
Some meetings were a bit
contentious with some
having differences of
opinion or those of minority cultures not feeling
fully represented. At one
meeting we were given a
series of hymns and we
sang two days in a row
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
I was hoarse when I came
home!
(cont’d on page 5)
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LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS! (CONT’D FROM PAGE 4)
That must have been
a joyful experience!

Well, it was serious
stuff. The task of the
meeting was to sing all of
the songs chosen by the
editorial committee. We
may have individually
been joyful about singing
but this was a serious job.
What role did you
play and what did
you learn through
the process?

I was to be a liaison
between my home
church and the advisory
committee. I was to take
inventory at RCRC, finding out which hymns they
really liked. A few people
gave feedback but very
few wrote lists of favorite
hymns for me to bring to
the meetings. I spoke
with the RCRC council
three times. I also spoke
several times at regional
classis meetings to get a
pulse as to where they
were….what kinds of
songs, what kind of hymnal they’d like. I learned
a lot. I learned a whole
new kind of musicology!
I learned that the music
sung in Grand Rapids is
not the same music sung
in California. I learned
about American Indian
congregations in Oklahoma and Chinese congregations in NYC
What are your favorite
memories
from this period?

I loved getting together with people
from all over the country…listening to stories
and opinions. There was
an American Indian pastor from a neighboring
Albany Reformed Church
with whom I corresponded for some years. It was
fun being able to share
my experiences with another advisory committee
member who came from
Newark, NY.
There are many
more global worship
songs
in
LUYH. How might
this change or help
the way we worship
at RCRC?

We need to keep up
with the times.
Some of the songs that
were taken out- the wording wasn’t timely anymore. In a general sense
we want language that
appeals to the current
congregations- Korean,
American Indian, Spanish, Chinese. We want to
be part of the CRC globally -it’s good for us and
meaningful for them. We
are attracting people now
that are not part of our
Dutch background- we
become attractive to more
diverse people.
What are your favorite hymns? Did
you have to ‘fight’
to include a hymn in
LUYH?

Beneath the Cross
of Jesus (525), What
a friend we have in Jesus
(898, older version) We
discussed whether to
keep old or new, Faith
Begins by Letting Go
(852), Psalm 148- Praise
the Lord, Sing Hallelujah,
Psalms were not to be
forgotten!, Guide me Oh
Thy Great Redeemer (43)
Songs such as this one were
discussed as to whether to
add new words, removing
“thees” and “thous”, Were
You There when They
Crucified my Lord (166),
Prayer of St. Francis (860).
By the Sea of Crystalcame up for a vote. I raised
my hand and gave the
background of why it’s
popular in our church. I
thought, “If this hymnal
comes out and that hymn
isn’t in there- my name will
be mud!”
Most of my piano playing
days I have always enjoyed playing hymns. One
of my favorite quotes is,
”He who sings, prays
twice" Many a time when
I am sitting behind the piano and playing those favorite hymns, I am
"praying twice”.
Juli: Thank you, Betty,
for your commitment to
this project. I’m glad we
get to enjoy Lift Up Your
Hearts in worship for
many years to come!
~Juli Elliot

~Order Your Own Lift Up Your Hearts Hymnal for Home~

If you would like to purchase a copy of the new hymnal for personal use you may do so at the
volume discounted rate of $20.00 per volume for a pew edition and $30.00 for a spiral
edition. If you are interested in purchasing a personal copy, please contact the
church office by March 31, 2019

2001
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A BIRTH,

A

VOCATION ,

A

JOURNEY

By Hannah Steensma Leunk Pascucci '04
This is a portion of an article that appeared in the Calvin College SPARK magazine, and is reprinted with
their permission. Click Here to read the entire article.

“My journey into the
world of parenting a
child with Down
syndrome has been life
altering, partly as I
wrestled with what it
means to be “fearfully
and wonderfully made”
…”

Since graduating from
Calvin in 2004, I have
worked as a pediatric
nurse. My profession
took on personal significance in 2015 when a non
-invasive prenatal screening test indicated that our
daughter would likely be
born with Down syndrome. While both my
husband, Aaron, and I
had encountered people
with Down syndrome
through our work as a
nurse and an educator,
neither of us had a vision
of what daily family life
would be like with a child
with Down syndrome.
We mourned the loss of
the vision of the child we
had expected. We had a
few sad weeks thinking
that our vision of our future was gone, knowing
we could be caring for
her the rest of our lives. I
responded to the unknown by diving into
research, reading books
and blog posts, meeting
with doctors and other
families, and scouring the
internet.
My journey into the
world of parenting a child
with Down syndrome has
been life altering, partly
as I wrestled with what it
means to be “fearfully
and wonderfully made”
and what the world defines as “a genetic defect."
THINK DEEPLY
In the span of a few generations, two aspects of
Down syndrome have
been transitioning. We

are moving
away from a
diagnosis at
birth toward a
prenatal diagnosis
and
away
from
institutionalizing many
individuals
and toward
equipping
people with
Down syndrome to be
productive
members of
an increasingly inclusive society.
In the United
States,
increased
awareness and social action have furthered the
push toward a more inclusive society for people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
This has resulted in some
state-level laws attempting to address the ethical
and moral issues created
by the recent availability
of more accurate prenatal
testing.
In Europe, there is increasing pressure to terminate pregnancies that
screen positively for
Down syndrome to reduce
the
so-called
“burden on society.” England recently made the
non-invasive
prenatal
testing available free for
every pregnancy, and its
current termination rate
for those who receive a
positive result is 90 per-

cent. In Iceland, testing is
almost universal, and termination of those pregnancies is also almost
universal, with an average of only one to two
children born with Down
syndrome every year.
The dramatic shifts in
attitudes and practices
over time and between
countries have left many
families and medical providers uncertain about the
best practices related to
delivering a Down syndrome diagnosis. Sometimes families must deal
with providers who have
outdated perceptions and
information about Down
syndrome, which can lead
to a traumatic diagnosis
experience for the family.
While some horrible outlier stories exist involving
patients having termina(cont’d on page 7)
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VOCATION...( C O N T’ D

tion or palliative care inappropriately pushed on
them, the more frequent
stories involve the diagnosis being delivered
with a negative bias.
Families are told “I’m
sorry”
instead
of
“Congratulations.” Families receive an
overwhelming list of possible medical complications and challenges their
child could face over a
lifetime at the time of
diagnosis.
While it is important to
discuss the possibility of
medical problems associated with Down syndrome, it is also important to deliver information in an unbiased
and balanced way that
allows families to process
the news.
ACT JUSTLY
Hearing these stories, I
felt sad for both the families and the providers
who lacked resources to
give the best care. So in
the past year, I’ve become co-director of medical outreach for the
Down Syndrome Diagnostic Network (DSDN),
which gives me a chance
to connect providers with

F R O M PA G E

resources and support
that will help them deliver Down syndrome diagnoses.
We were blessed to have
a medical team that didn’t
negatively frame Down
syndrome during our diagnosis. I have met so
many families through
DSDN who did not have
that experience. They
received outdated information about Down syndrome and felt that medical providers pushed for
certain options and decisions.
Soon after we received
Juliana’s positive screening result, I connected
with both our local and
national Down syndrome
networks. DSDN focuses
on supporting families in
the early years of having
a child with Down syndrome, providing private
online support groups for
parents and offering information and resources
for medical professionals
and their patients.
DSDN’s goal has always
been that each family
receives the diagnosis in
an unbiased way, is offered accurate and up-todate information about

6)

Down syndrome, and is
connected to a support
group.
We have also been working with the companies
that do the testing, educating them about how
test results are received
and used by providers
and families. We reach
out to physicians to increase their awareness of
guidelines for delivering
the diagnosis and of resources available to families.
It was an amazing gift to
me during the prenatal
period to have a peer
group such as the one I
found in DSDN, where
my pregnancy and feelings were normal. I’ve
continued
to
walk
through raising Juliana
with the same group of
mothers. I can’t imagine
being on this journey
without this place to celebrate Juliana and process
through the rough spots
with other parents who
understand.
Hannah Steensma Leunk
Pascucci ’04 is a pediatric
nurse at Golisano Children’s
Hospital in Rochester, New
York, where she lives with
her husband, Aaron, and
children, Caden and Juliana.
She is the daughter of Jim
Leunk and Mary Steensma.

SPARK is the official alumni magazine of Calvin College. It is produced on behalf of the Calvin alumni
association, with contribution from Calvin's office of
communications and marketing.
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MY TIME

“English was a second
(or sometimes a third or
fourth) language for
these students, so the
readings could be
challenging. To keep
them motivated, I offered
prizes for the top three
cumulative quiz scores.”

AT

As many of you know, I
spent
this
January
teaching at Hope Africa
University (HAU) in
Bujumbura,
Burundi.
HAU is a private
university affiliated with
the
Free
Methodist
Church of Burundi that I
learned
about
from
colleagues at Roberts. For
over a decade, I have
been wanting to travel to
Africa, so when I had a
chance
to
take
a
sabbatical
I
made
teaching there part of my
plans. My experience was
very positive! Let me
share a few highlights.
I taught an “introductory”
graduate class called
“Christian
Literature.”
Literature here means
“the Bible and writings
about Christianity,” and
introductory
is
in
quotation marks because
five of my twenty-four
students (all twenty-four
of whom were in the
Master’s of Business
Administration program)
had been waiting for this
class for about two years,
having
completed
everything else. These
five finished early so they
could
defend
their
masters’ theses.

HOPE AFRICA UNIVERSITY
We met for
three hours
each
weekday
evening for
three weeks.
For nine of
our
fifteen
days,
I
started with a
ten-question
quiz
on
assigned
readings in one of three
textbooks: Andrew Walls’s

The Cross-Cultural Process
in
Christian
History,
Kwame Bediako’s Jesus
and the Gospel in Africa,
and Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
The Cost of Discipleship.
I had brought eight copies
of each book, and the
students read them in a
rotation.
Since
we
couldn’t all talk about
these books until the final
week, we spent much of
our time reading
and
discussing
pieces
in
a
classroom packet I
had brought.
This
packet
included
the
Apostles’ Creed,
Martin
Luther’s

On the final exam I asked
students to choose a
classroom text that meant
the most to them and to
explain why. Most chose
Luther—they loved his
sense of humor and his
undivided commitment to
the Gospel in all its
simplicity and power.
Some chose Calvin; they
appreciated his emphasis
on reverence and piety in
our approach to God.
Others chose Berry,
whose story “The Solemn
Boy” portrays authentic
hospitality, which is vital
to Burundian culture. Still
others chose Hurston,
whose story “Sweat”
depicts a woman dealing
with domestic abuse.
(Interestingly,
these
students didn’t speak up
in class, and initially I
thought the story had
missed the mark. One

The Freedom of a
Christian,

selections
from
John
Calvin’s

Institutes of the Christian
Religion and Karl Barth’s
Church Dogmatics, short
fiction by Wendell Berry
and Zora Neale Hurston,
and poetry by Luci Shaw
and Andrew Lansdown.
Many of the readings—
both the homework and
the classroom pieces—
were new to these
students, and almost all
of them went over well.

student who wrote about
Hurston was a young
unmarried man who
couldn’t
have
experienced exactly what
the story portrayed. So I
felt
gratified
that
Hurston’s
story
had
encouraged
such
sympathy.) Finally, some
chose Bonhoeffer, who
wasn’t
officially
an
(cont’d on pg. 9)
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option though I was glad
to read the essays. During
the first week, we
watched
Martin
Doblmeier’s documentary
film Bonhoeffer, whose
portrayal
of
the
theologian’s fight against
Hitler and the Nazis had
affected students deeply.
(There’s a copy in our
church library; check it

F R O M PAG E
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Bediako
affirm
that
taught math at Roberts
vernacular
translations
until she retired in 2009.
have been the root
Barbara
helped
me
systems of the African
immensely stateside as I
Church, and in this daily
worked to plan an
activity I could see why.
effective class, to buy my
English was a second (or
airline tickets and get my
sometimes a third or
visas, and to decide what
fourth) language for these
to bring. Among the new
students, so the readings
friends I made was John,
could be challenging. To
who lives in Toronto but
keep
them
who spent much of his
motivated, I
childhood in Burundi as a
offered prizes
missionary kid. John
for the top
teaches
community
three
development, and he has
cumulative
an inside knowledge
quiz scores.
about the culture. He also
The student
has the use of an old
with
the
Land Cruiser parked on
highest score
HAU’s campus. Our
chose a tool
impromptu drives kept
set
me from getting cabin
(adjustable
fever, which was more of
wrench,
a threat than yellow fever
In Burundi, everyone is balancing
screwdrivers,
in my short, vaccinated
something. Here a young man is
pliers,
etc.).
stay.
transporting a bicycle on the back of a
He
was
On a final note, I’d like to
motorcycle that is going about 50 mph.
thrilled
to
thank all who prayed for
have won a
me and supported Julie
gift that would have been
and our children while I
out!)
out
of
his
reach
was away. Thanks also to
After the quiz, we began
financially, and he wrote
all who donated to
each class with readings
me that he would think of
Friends of Hope Africa
from the Bible, pursuing
the course and of me
University!
different
scriptural
whenever he used it.
~Tim Vande Brake
themes each week. I
Outside the classroom,
would read a passage in
what I enjoyed
English, and then I would
most
was
ask different students to
working with
read the same in French
talented
and
and Kirundi, Burundi’s
dedicated
primary tribal language.
professionals
This was a humbling and
from the US
memorable
experience
and
Canada
for me. When a student
who spend at
read the Bible, I sat
least
one
down. I could understand
month a year
some of the French but
at HAU. One
almost none of the
of these was
Kirundi. Yet the students
Barbara, who John and the blue jeep in front of T 2000,
understood every word.
was
already "the Chinese Wal-Mart"
This was their heartmy
friend
language. Both Walls and
when
she
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MY EXPERIENCE AT THE OPEN DOOR MISSION

We can help by:
Praying for this Christian
ministry
Supporting Open Door
Mission
through
RCRC’s special offering
now and during the year
or in December, when a
representative comes to
share an update.
Support
them
by
volunteering to help in
any
of
several
opportunities.
Keep up to date by
checking their website:
www.OpenDoorMission
.com

I recently toured the
facilities of the Open
Door Mission and since I
had not been there in
many years, I was
pleasantly surprised to see
a
more
positive
environment
than
I
remembered.
Open Door Mission:
Established in 1952 as a
501(c)(3) non-for-profit
organization.
Mission Statement: The
Open Door Mission is a
Christian
Rescue
Mission founded on the
belief that with proper
resources hope can be
restored and lives of
impoverished
men,
women, and children of
Rochester, NY could be
forever changed.
The Samaritan House
Crisis Center located at
210 West Main Street
provides supper, shelter,
a devotional service and
bedding each night for

In
addition to overnight
accommodations,
the
guests have access to
shower and bathroom
facilities during their
stay.
Additionally,
personalized
case
management services are
available on a case by
case basis for those
seeking
permanent
housing.
The Caring Center for
Addiction
Recovery
located at 156 North
Plymouth Avenue houses
men in the Christian Life
Recovery Program. It is
designed for up to 15
individual men at one

time who abuse drugs
and/or alcohol or whose
life
has
become
increasingly out of their
own control due to
various behaviors or
situations (homelessness,
addictions,
spiritual
brokenness, etc.)
The
program offers a 12
month, 12 step residential
drug
and
alcohol
addiction
recovery
program. Programming
includes room and board,
counseling,
case
management,
daily
devotions,
job
and
financial skills training
and more.
The Graduate
Development
Program
is
also in the
Caring Center.
The Graduate
Re-entry
Program
provides
graduates an extra 1-2
year stay while going to
school, building life skills
and acquiring full-time
sustainable employment
and savings. Up to 8 men
take advantage of this
program each year and
move to live restored
lives.
Coldwater House for
Women & Children
located at 240 Coldwater
Road in the town of
Gates just opened last
fall.
This
program
provides
support
to
women and children who
need help to break free
from the cycle of
homelessness.
It provides a supportive
transitional
housing
program (6-9 mos.) for

women & children with
7 Living units aimed to
create an environment
that strengthens families,
using best practices that
address root causes of
crisis and preventing reoccurrence,
through
education,
faith,
responsibility
and
independence.
The program’s faith
based focus is on job
skill training, life and
parenting skills, GED
support programs and
Relief-RestorationDevelopment.
Future
plans include acquiring a
graduate house with

apartments
for
independent living for
up to 2 more years with
case management.
The difference between
Open Door Mission and
other agencies is dignity.
At Open Door Mission
they open their arms to
men,
women
and
children seeking shelter,
food or even a little
guidance on what steps
to take next. They treat
each and every one of
the guests with the
respect and dignity they
deserve. No matter the
road that got you here,
Open Door Mission is
here to help.
~Shari Harrison, RCRC

Liaison to Open Door
Mission
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“For I was hungry and
you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in...”

MARCH OFFERINGS
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:
3/3

Christian Education Society

3/10 Deacons Fund & Habitat for
Humanity Mite Boxers Distributed

3/17

International Missions

3/24

World Renew

3/31

Rochester Family Mission

P age 1 2
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T H E I M PA C T O F A B O R T I O N L E G I S L A T I O N O N P R O LIFE CHRISTIANS: AN OPPORTUNITY IN DISGUISE
As you may know, I am the liaison for CompassCare. I
believe in the sanctity of Life and have supported
CompassCare for over 25 years. I have seen this
ministry grow and how they have made an impact on
many, many women in our Community. Abortion is
down 58% in Rochester and falling.
As you know by now the New York legislature has
made abortion a human right equal to freedom of
religion. CompassCare saw this coming and has a
vision and plan to both protect and expand on the
mission of erasing the need for abortion.
NY State has waged an all-out war on pro-life
Christians with both the Governor and Senator Todd
Kaminsky (D Long Beach) encouraging pro-life people
to leave the State. There are at least five bills
(https://newyorkvschristians.com) persecuting pro-life
Christians and another four designed to promote,
protect and pay for Planned Parenthood.
Yet we should be encouraged. This tornado of
legislation is an unintended consequence of pro-life
success. Abortion supporters admit they are afraid the
Supreme Court case legalizing abortion will be
overturned making it a state issue again. Their fear is
well founded as it is highly likely that the Supreme
Court will get a chance to modify or nullify the Roe v
Wade ruling. This would mean most States would limit
or outlaw the practice, thereby creating abortion hub
states. New York is determined to be one of those hubs.
Should New York become an abortion tourism
destination it is expected, based on historical data, that
women from across the nation would stream into NY,
doubling the current abortion rate. Pro-life success has
changed the dynamics of the abortion battle. Therefore
pro-life Christians of NY are being given a great
opportunity. Women seeking abortion from all over the
nation will be traveling right to our doorstep.
So we must be ready to meet the demand. We must
increase our infrastructure in the abortion hub markets
like Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, and NY City.
CompassCare always has been on the cutting edge of
reaching and serving women seriously considering
abortion. We have begun to execute plans to replicate
those results throughout NY starting with the largest
abortion hub outside of NYC, Buffalo.
If the RHA (Reproductive Health Act) and other
legislation is NY’s attempt to prepare to be the nation’s
abortion hub, then pro-life Christians must do likewise.
Now is not the time to hunker down into a foxhole of
despair. Now is the time to build infrastructure.

What can we do? Keep fighting the good fight.
(1Timothy 6:12)
Encourage each other by remembering why we are prolife in the first place. We are pro-life because of what
God has told us about who He is and who we are.
That He is our loving creator.
That we are made to reflect His character and nature.
That God’s image makes each unique human life
equally valuable without qualification.
That while mankind fell into sin and death it did not
erase God’s image.
That the Gospel reveals to us that fallen man is so
bankrupt before a holy God that unless someone with
voice, power, and resources takes up our cause before
God the Father we will each die of exposure to our sin.
That the Person who picks up the cause of the sinner
is Jesus, spending His lifeblood at the cross to
purchase us back from death.
Now the redeemed are charged to live out their newfound freedom as Christ did, walking in forgiveness
and self-sacrifice, being the hands and feet of Christ.
So we speak and act on behalf of the most weak and
vulnerable of society, leveraging our God-given faith
in Him for preborn babies at-risk for abortion.
Attend a Vision Tour at CompassCare to learn how
you can maximize your influence in reaching and
serving abortion-minded women in Rochester and
across NY
Give to CompassCare’s regional expansion efforts
Join the Prayer Team
Pray now for God to grant wisdom to the legal teams
representing CompassCare as they consider when and
how to file suit against NY State to shield
CompassCare’s life-saving mission from the negative
impact of the Anti Pro-Life Acts listed above.
Stay informed at www.NYvsChristians.com or
www.CompassCare.info
Support a walker or be a walker at the annual “Walk
for Life” on May 4th in Highland Park.
This is not the end of the fight, it is just the beginning.
~Shari Harrison, RCRC Liaison to CompassCare
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Don’t Forget to Sign Up!

“This is our ONE
fundraiser of the year to
benefit our youth
group...if you are able to
contribute a dessert, the
youth would really
appreciate it!”
Youth Spaghetti Dinner and Dessert Auction
Friday, March 29 at 6:00 p.m.!!
All proceeds go to help support youth retreats, participation of our youth in Flower
City Work Camp, the Guatemala Mission Trip and other youth activities.
This is our ONE fundraiser of the year to benefit our youth group...if you are able to
contribute a dessert, the youth would really appreciate it. Thank you in advance!!

Y O U T H S E RV E

AT

CAMERON

Sr. High team serving at Cameron on February 10: Katie Selvaggio, Kevin Little, Timothy
Vande Brake, Trevor Smith, Nico Gallego-Fernandez, Nathaniel Veenje, Katie Lamphier,
Lindsay Daye, Elizabeth Kuryla

Join us!

P age 1 4
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A WALK ON THE ERIE CANAL PATH IN PERINTON

Coenraad Bakker

Today I walked the path of old
I knew so well so long gone by
When young we were in wedded mold
And first our home we owned nearby.

On this so warm and glorious day
Past cold of record-breaking air
The ice now in this waterway
Reminds me, once we skated there.

We often walked that path those days
With children skipping on the sands,
Their little palms in rest from plays
Held oh so safely in our hands.

Today I walked the path of yore
Serene it feels here in this lane.
Yet changing views, new homes galore
I see, while in my hand a cane.

We rode our bikes to grandma’s home
Or other way on to the park
When not yet many men did roam
For still, it had its tow-path mark.

Yes, blessed I am for four-score space
With countless memories as told.
Yet with a smile clear on my face
For, still, I like this path of old.

The waterway besides that space
Was made by men, we’re in accord.
But the serenity of this place
Is surely of the LORD.

I pray while traveling resting years,
And ever-changing scenes are shown
With heartfelt joys and hurtful tears,
That Christ serene by all be known.
© February 4, 2019 Coenraad Bakker

KIDS CAMP 2019
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the gospel
of God’s grace.” Acts 20:24

What are you doing this
summer?

Join us for Kids’ Camp 2019 Monday – Friday August 19 –
23, 9am – 11:30 am @ RCRC
God’s grace flows through the book of Acts. Right from the beginning, we read about the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit, and
throughout we see God’s grace evident in the life of Paul. After
Paul was converted, he became a faithful servant, working hard
to spread the news of Jesus’ death and resurrection to the Jews
and then to the Gentiles. Paul viewed his sharing of the good
news as a race, one that he would run by the grace of God who would meet all his
needs. The five stories about Paul at camp will challenge us to run the race too and to
experience God’s grace at work in our own lives.
For more information, contact Ann Michele Bouwmeester – ambouw1@gmail.com

Paul’s Race, God’s Grace
Kids’ Camp 2019 Aug. 19 -23
9:00 – 11:30 @ RCRC Save the Dates!
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SCHOOL #33 - READING, WRITING,
AN D ARITHMETIC PLUS CELEBRATION S

READING: Ten of us
gathered in the School
#33 gym on Friday, Feb.
1 with Rochester police,
athletes, government officials and others for
World Read Aloud Day.
Students all over the
world were being read to
in classrooms that day.
After introductions and
an impressive performance by the School #33
Step Team we were escorted to our classrooms
by students or teachers.
We read to preschoolers
and 3rd graders and had
lots of fun. RCRC readers
were Christina Thompson
(accompanied by Lola),
Nancy Johnson, Mary

Steensma,
Tineke Cornelison, Bob
Cornelison,
Peg
Chambery,
Mary
Ann LaPolla,
Ann Michele
Bouwmeester,
Pastor Anthony, and Rachel Johnson (Nancy’s
daughter and substitute
for an RCRC person who
couldn’t make it). The
bulletin board in the fellowship hall has more
information about that
day. Check it out.
WRITING: Several of us
wrote notes of encouragement to School #33
teachers and administrators. Thank you to Mary
Steensma for doing the
calligraphy for the quote
we used on the notes.
Thank you to the writers
of the notes. These notes
are appreciated by the
teachers as they face
many challenges in the
classroom each day.

ARITHMETIC: RCRC
has volunteers in classrooms and the cafeteria
on a daily basis. They
help students with math,
reading, writing, social
skills,
background
knowledge, and more.
They develop relationships and provide support
to teachers. If you would
like to know more about
volunteering,
contact
Nancy Johnson, 724-3126953,
nchj2015@gmail.com .
It’s not too late to start
this year.
CELEBRATIONS:
Many of the School #33
volunteers will be attending a luncheon on March
8 celebrating Black History Month and thanking
faculty and volunteers for
their work. We are looking forward to spending
time together. There is
much to celebrate amidst
the challenges. Please
continue to pray for
School #33. Thank you.

~Nancy Johnson
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F R O M Y O U R F E L L OW S H I P T E A M

Rev. Tineke Cornelison
Minister of Invitation and
Inclusion

“...send cards to the shut
-ins or the sick. Make
meals for the sick or do
some child care. Help
with set-up and clean-up
at church. Pray for
specific needs of the
congregation. That’s
being a neighbor to those
in need.”

Hi, the Fellowship Team
greets you and, as always,
looks forward to hearing
from our church family
about how we could do
Fellowship better. So,
send us ideas. Actually, I
had a startling moment
last week when I was
reading a passage from
Scripture that we’ve all
read many times: Matthew 28: 16-20!! You’ve
read it, I am sure! Here’s

what was so convicting:
“go and make disciples”.
I realize how much we do
for God: send cards to the
shut-ins or the sick. Make
meals for the sick or do
some child care. Help
with set-up and clean-up
at church. Pray for specific needs of the congregation.
That’s being a
neighbor to those in need.
Thank you! But this passage has another command. “Go and make disciples!” That means coming along side someone
who does not yet have a
relationship with God,
helping that person understand the depths of
God’s grace, forgiveness,
and love! God, does this
with us. He promises that
in this very passage. Pray
with me for all of us that
we may obey Jesus’ final
command to believers,
make disciples. As we
live our daily lives with
Him, we will grasp every
opportunity to do that.

We can’t do it alone, but
nothing is impossible
with God. This month we
celebrate the season of
Lent, when we remember
what Jesus suffered to
pay for our sins, making a
relationship with Him
possible. There are devotion booklets on the
events table to enrich our
Lenten devotion time. I
pray that as we use them,
we will have a deeper and
more intimate love relationship with God. And
as we go on with our ordinary lives, we will
make the kingdom grow,
not just our church attendance. We pray and
obey that all who worship
together with us in our
building; members, visitors, and seekers will
know Him as Lord and
Savior.
~Tineke Cornelison

See below for some
upcoming
Primetimer events.

Mark Your Calendars for These
Upcoming Primetimer Events!
When:
March 21 at noon
What:
Lunch and Game Day
Games provided or bring your favorite.
When:
April 12
What:
Make a card for some special people.
Materials provided or bring some.

N e w s l e tte r T i tl e
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What Are They Up To?
Checking in with Our Young Adults
Note: This article is part of an occasional series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through
about age 25). In this issue of the newsletter we catch up with Coby Veenje, who celebrates his birthday on
the 22nd of this month. Please remember to pray for all of our young adults in their walk with the Lord and
as they think about their plans for the future.

Coby Veenje is a freshman at Messiah
College just outside Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
He’s working toward a nursing degree. This
semester his classes are Religion, Anatomy and
Physiology II, Genetics, and Spanish. His
favorite course first semester was Anatomy and
Physiology I, since it applied so directly to what
he’s planning to do after he graduates.
Despite a busy course load, Coby is
finding time to enjoy himself. He’s
participating in outdoor club activities, which
include climbing, kayaking, skiing and snowboarding. Snowboarding is something he’s
loved doing for many years. He’s also a part of the honors program at Messiah, and has gone
on interesting outings to various events in Harrisburg with that group. Other free time
activities that Coby enjoys are working out in the newly redone fitness center at Messiah and
hanging out with friends.
Coby’s favorite book is The Prophet, by Kahlil Gibran, and he enjoys watching the TV
shows Orange Is the New Black and Shameless.
The next time Coby plans to be in Rochester is for spring break in mid-March. If you see
him in church then, be sure to say hello and take the opportunity to catch up with him! His
summer plans include working again for Todd Frelier’s landscaping company. Please
remember Coby on his birthday, March 22. His college mailing address is Messiah College,
One College Ave. Unit 5530, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.

~Other young adult birthdays in March~
Adrian Veenje (March 11) 233 Perkins Rd. Apt. C, Rochester, NY 14623

-currently a student at RIT
Mackenzie Harris (March 23) c/o Matt and Brenna Harris, 331 Phillips Rd., Webster, NY
14580
-currently a student at Georgia Military College
Sydney Frelier (March 29) 1955 Radcliff Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
-currently a student at Calvin College

WHAT’S NEW WITH
OUR MISSIONARIES?

Zuiderveens in Haiti
with Resonate Ministries

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
Bethany Cok working with
Sonido del Movimiento

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento

Doug & Priscilla
Higby with Wycliff
Bible Translations

higby.family/newsletter

Editors Note:
“What are they up to?”
articles are written by Sue
Bratt-Cok, and help us
stay connected to our
young adults.
Many thanks, Sue!
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“We’re already learning
some of the flexibility
that we’ll be needing
when we’re in
Guatemala, since Sadoc
is currently re-evaluating
which two communities
we’ll be spending time
in.”

Planning is well underway for our RCRC Guatemala team’s trip, and
we’re getting very excited! Under the auspices of
the CRC’s World Renew
organization, ten of us
will be in Guatemala
from July 7-13. Our team
members are Trevor and
Jim Smith; Meghan, Matthew, Grace, and Sydney
Sullivan; Timothy and
Julie VandeBrake; Tineke
Cornelison; and Sue Bratt
Cok. We’ll be led on our
trip by World Renew’s
Guatemala
director,
Sadoc, and Bethany Cok,
who continues to assist

with some visiting church
groups.
We’re already learning
some of the flexibility
that we’ll be needing
when we’re in Guatemala, since Sadoc is currently re-evaluating which
two communities we’ll be
spending time in. We
look forward to his final
decision, which we’ll
share with you along with
a map, so that you’ll
know just where we’ll be!
Many thanks to all of you
who have already provided contributions to our
fund-raising
efforts.
We’re so appreciative of

you! And to those of you
who
haven’t
gotten
around to it yet, never
fear – there will soon be
more opportunities to
contribute! We really
want to go as representatives of our whole church
body, because we know
how important World
Renew’s efforts for thirdworld development and
justice are to our whole
church.
More later!
~Your Guatemala Team

OUR CHURC H FAMILY
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is
emailed out every 2 weeks from the Church Office. Printed
copies are available on the greeter table in the narthex.
The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the
“Member Information” section under the “More” tab.
Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you,
or for you, each Sunday morning in room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes following the morning worship service. Written requests may be placed in the box in the
room. All information is kept confidential.

C hur c h L i f e
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M A R C H - A P R I L B I R T H DAY S
March
Eric Davis Sr.
Bill Van Der Woude
Jean Frelier
James Smith
Adelena Ferraraccio
Brook Chambery
Bernard Huussen
Adrian Veenje
Reba Veenje
Tim Collins
Joshua Collins
Mary Ann LaPolla
Curt Smith
Jacobus Veenje
Mackenzie Harris
Yacomina Kuipers
Tim Hughes
Ann Beich

Trevor Smith
Sydney Frelier

April
Tom Scott
Adaline Bruinsma
Kelly Hooge
Rowan Hooge
Florence Zijlstra
Robert Zinnecker
Benjamin Bruinsma
Diane De Jong
Doug De Jong
Mae Michelle Frelier
Evert Lindenhovius
Anna Rose Vande Brake

Edward Belles
Timothy VandeBrake Sr.
Judith Chambery
Lena Veenje
For actual birthdates,
please refer to the
“member Information”
section (under the
“More” tab of the RCRC
website.

John Dobbenga
Paul Ferraraccio

V I S I T A T I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Lillian Barham
Hill Haven Nursing Home
1550 Empire Blvd
Webster, NY 14580

Roger Hoadley
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 260
Penfield, NY 14526

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526

Mary Zinkand
St. John’s Home
150 Highland Ave.
Rochester, NY 14620
Visitation Information:
Reservoir Building, 6th floor
(Yellow House), Room 627

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 2019
1
2
3
5
6

9

6:00pm—District #1 Game Night
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
7:00pm—Deacon Mtg
5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadet Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
7:00pm—Ash Wednesday Worship
8:15pm—Adult Choir
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study

10 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
12:00pm—District 4 Luncheon
6:00—Sr. High Youth
13-14 Classis Atlantic Northeast Mtg
13 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadets Amerks Game
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
16 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
17 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
3:15pm—District #2 Cameron
Service Project
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
19 1:00pm—Worship Planning
20 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadet Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
21 7:00pm—Council Mtg
23 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
24 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
27 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
28 7:00pm—Elders’ Mtg
29 6:00pm—Youth Group Spaghetti
Dinner and Dessert Auction
30 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
31 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
Please go to the RCRC website for upto-date calendar items

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR APRIL 2019 ISSUE:
SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019
DELIVERY DATE: FIRST WEEK OF APRIL, 2019

Next Month...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)
Church Life is published 11 times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.
Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.

2750 Atlantic Avenue
Penfield, New York 14526
www.rochestercrc.org
585-381-7861

