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C HURCH L IFE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 2018
3

7:00am—Men’s Bible Study

4

9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
6:00pm—Evening Worship
High Youth Grp

Sr.

5

Couples’ Fellowship

6

7pm—Deacons’ Mtg

7

5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30—Cadet Mtg., Jr. High Youth
Group, Adult Bell Choir 7:00pm—
Ladies’ Fellowship 7:30pm—Adult
Choir

10

7am—Men’s Bible Study
Set Clocks Ahead Tonight

11

Daylight Savings Time
Starts
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
3:30pm Sunday Celebration at
Cameron
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth Grp NO
Evening Worship

14

5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GIFT Fellowship, GEMS
Mtg., Jr. High Youth Group, Adult
Bell Choir
7:30—Adult Choir

15

7:00pm—Council Mtg

17

7:00am—Men’s Bible Study

18

9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
6:00pm— Sunday Evening Worship, Sr. High Youth Grp

19
21

7:00pm—Couples’ Fellowship
5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth Group,
Adult Bell Choir
6:45pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir

22

12:00pm—Primetimers

23

6:00pm—Spaghetti Dinner and
Dessert Auction

24

7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
10:00am—Easter Egg Hunt

25

9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Palm Sunday
6:00pm—Hymn Sing, Sr. High
Youth Grp

28

29

5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg., Jr. High
Youth Group, Adult Bell Choir,
7:30pm— Adult Choir
7:00pm—Elders’ Mtg

30

7:00pm—Good Friday Worship

31

7:00am—Men’s Bible Study

EASTER EGGS AND OUTREACH?

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

On March 24, 2018, the
Saturday before Palm
Sunday, an Easter egg
hunt will be held here at
RCRC. I realize that this
may legitimately raise
concerns for some people
and I wanted to use this
month’s column to explain how this event
came about and why I,
and our broader leadership, support the idea.
The idea to hold an Easter egg hunt emerged organically from the Young

Adult (GIFT) Fellowship
connection group which
meets twice a month here
on Wednesday nights.
This young adult group
came to their own conviction that our church needed to do some outreach in
the community and began
discussing what they
could do to accomplish
this. They decided upon
the idea of holding an
Easter egg hunt. After
making this decision,
they followed all the protocols to obtain the proper approval of the
church’s leadership.
When I first heard of this
idea, my initial response
was to be encouraged. I
was so encouraged by the
idea that this group was
thinking of ways to reach
out to our community and
to get our church “out
there.” Holding events
that will draw in nonChristians to our church
are key to our future

growth. In visiting our
people, I often hear that
they learned about our
church because they voted here, gave blood here
or came to Community
Bible Study here. Getting people to know who
we are is vital to outreach
and an Easter egg hunt is
a great way to draw people here.
Of course, I also thought
about the perils of holding such an event, particularly given the pagan/secular origins of
things like the Easter
Bunny and Easter eggs.
Certainly, Easter is not
about bunnies or eggs, it
is about the death and
resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Accordingly, it
may seem incongruous
for a church to hold an
Easter egg hunt. Some of
our leadership expressed
these
concerns
in
(cont’d on pg. 2)
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EASTER EGGS AND OUTREACH? (CONT’D FROM COVER)

“This is not about
confusing the true
meaning of Easter, but
rather it is about
sharing the true meaning
of Easter.”

thoughtful, sincere and
respectful ways. It was a
healthy discussion. Believe me, these concerns
were taken seriously.
Ultimately, however, the
leadership decided to
support the event.
So why did we decide to
support the event? First,
we wanted to encourage
and support the Young
Adult (GIFT) Fellowship
group as they have taken
the initiative to help lead
our church forward in
outreach.
Second, we
truly believe the motivation for doing this is
right. This is not about
confusing the true meaning of Easter, but rather it
is about sharing the true
meaning of Easter. You
see, when people come to
our church for this event
we will have the chance
to speak with them and
share the gospel. We can
answer their questions.
They will become aware
that we are here. Also,
they will each be given a
“goodie bag” which will

contain a New Testament,
gospel outreach information, information regarding our Good Friday
and Easter morning services, and a coupon to
come to Koinonia night.
Also, there will be a cultural engagement aspect
to this as those attending
the event will be asked to
bring non-perishable food
items for donation to
ministries we support.
By the way, we are not
the only Christian Reformed Church in the
Classis that is hosting
such an event. The Goshen Christian Reformed
Church also decided to
hold such an event (see
goshen.church/egg/)
which they have cleverly
titled “Eggstravaganza.”
If you “google” Easter
egg hunt and Christian
Reformed you will see
that many other CRCNA
churches are also holding
an Easter egg hunt as a
church outreach event.
Finally, you should also
be aware that the leader-

ship, in conjunction with
the Young Adult (GIFT)
Fellowship have taken
steps to be sensitive to
reduce connections to the
secular celebration of
Easter. What this means
is that you will NOT see
a person hopping around
in a bunny suit if you
come to this event. Instead, what you will see
is serious Christians trying to reach out to a
world which desperately
needs to know the risen
Savior. Whatever your
views are on this subject,
I hope you will consider
being a part of this event
or, at the very least, that
you will pray that someone comes to know Jesus
Christ through it.

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Council Notes
Outreach Opportunities

3
4-5

School #33 Happenings

6

Letter to Editor

7

News from Bethany

8

Deacon Page - Be Prepared

9

Service Opportunities

10-11

Fellowship Team News

12

RCRC Church Family

13-15

Mar. 4 "An Official Visit"
John 4:46-54
Mar. 11 “Hanging Out at the Pool”
John 5:1-18
Mar. 18 A Church for Others Sermon:
“Let’s Get Personal”
Leviticus 26:12

Mar. 25 Palm Sunday
“The Glory of the King
John 12:12-19

Mar. 30-7pm Good Friday Worship
“Forsaken”
Psalm 22:1-21a

6pm—Sunday Evening Seminary (except Mar. 11) — Continued Study of the Gospels
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F E B R UA RY C O U N C I L N O T E S
Council opened with a
devotional offered by Jim
Quinn. The scripture was
from Acts 16 which recounts Paul and Silas in
prison.
RCRC Staff positions
were discussed.
Staff
policies have not been
reviewed and updated for
some time. It was decided to have the Executive
committee review the
staff policies and job descriptions, rewrite anything which is out of date,
and seek Council approval for the changes.
Spring Classis is coming
up. Dave Dill and Amy
Cline will be our deacon
and elder representatives
with MaryAnn LaPolla
and Julie Elliot as alternates. Pastor Tineke and
Pastor Anthony will also
be attending.
Pastor
Anthony will also be examined at this Classis
session under Church
Order Article 23 to be
approved as a Commissioned Pastor. This is the
next step on the path toward his ordination in the
CRC.
Those who would like to
attend Classis in the future can look forward to
the Fall Classis meeting
October 3 & 4, 2018
(Wednesday/Thursday)
and put their names forth
as volunteers to attend.
A discussion was held
about providing support
for Pastor Anthony and
his family, based on a
communication
from
Andy Elliot. The group
reached several conclu-

sions. First, the board of
elders is the group who
should be most involved
with the Pastor. Dave Dill
provided support for this
out of the Book of Order.
Second, it was wise for
any Pastor to have a peer
group outside the church
acting as a confidential
small group. (this is currently in place) Third,
implementation of some
of the helpful ideas discussed would take a bit of
co-ordination. Jim Smith
and Christine Ferraraccio
agreed to provide this
leadership.
The purchase of an AED
(automated external defibrillation) unit was discussed. The decision was
made to purchase a unit
and mount it in a visible
location near the Fellowship Hall. The equipment
provider will train 10
people to use the unit.
Routine recertification is
required. We appreciate
the deacon’s attention in
this matter.
One of our small groups,
GIFT (Growing in Faith
Together), will be hosting
an Easter egg hunt.
There will be a small gift
bag for each attendee.
Council preapproved the
expenditure of 100-150
dollars for printed material out of the Outreach
budget rather than Benevolence. Council is appreciative of this activity and
encourages any members
to think of ways to reach
out to the community.
Child safety has become
a significant issue for

public organizations in
the US. RCRC is in the
process of ensuring each
person working with children has a background
check completed.
A
more comprehensive review of safe church / safe
child will be done during
our next Council meeting.
Jim Quinn presented the
costs of moving to Spectrum broadband internet.
It was decided to place an
order with Spectrum.
Spectrum will begin with
a refinement of the installation cost estimate. Tim
Coughlin will join Jim
(and Steve Tryon) as we
move forward with this
effort. Anyone wishing
to assist with technology
upgrade of the church is
welcome to join this
team.
Amy Cline has started to
work on organizing the
church directory and
church membership lists.
The decision was made to
continue to use the current multiple word documents for the directory,
elder/deacon lists and the
like in the short term, and
to focus on getting the
office Excel spreadsheet
as accurate as possible. It
was decided Neil should
follow up with Jan Huussen to ensure all the correct attributes are preserved in moving to the
central Excel data base.
We completed our work
on time and ended with
prayer.

~James Quinn
Council Vice President

“Pastor Anthony will
also be examined at this
Classis session under
Church Order Article
23 to be approved as a
Commissioned Pastor.
This is the next step on
the path toward his
ordination in the
CRC.”
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A great opportunity to
invite our neighbors to
RCRC!

CHURCH LIFE GOES DIGITAL!
Welcome to 2018!
This issue of Church Life
will be published online
and available from our
website
www.rochestercrc.org .
This obviously will save
us on printing costs, and
save our office staff some

time each month so they
can work on other things.
For those with no computer or internet access,
you can contact the office
to have a copy printed
and placed in your mail
slot at church, or sign up
on the sheet at the Events
table.

You’ll be notified when
new issues are published
and available.

~ Gary & Alice Harris
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“Come, let us sing for joy
to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to
the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him
with thanksgiving
and extol him with
music and song!”

Invitation for Instrumentalists!
All instrumentalists who can sight-read the hymns from
the gray hymnal are invited to accompany the Hymn Sing.
We will give you the hymns beforehand. The more participants, the bigger the praise of our great God!
Please come join us on March 25, 2018 at 6:00pm

P age 6
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SCHOOL #33 HAPPENINGS

“What can you do?
You can pray for the
students that they will
be able to learn and
grow well.”

Welcome to another
weekly
volunteer
at
School #33. Sue Bratt
Cok joins 7 other church
folk who help students
and teachers at School
#33 each week. One of
the topics at the church
retreat this past fall was
about involving ourselves

in ministry and
outreach to our
community
and
using our gifts to
seek justice as we
respond to God’s
call to serve others. Doug Collum
reminded us that
much of the early
church’s ministry was
outside the church walls
so we, too, must go outside the church walls.
Please continue to pray
for the volunteers who
are in the school and
working with students
each week.

R E A D A L O U D D AY

AT

Thanks to all who wrote
notes of encouragement
to the teachers and administrators. This was
another way to go outside
our church walls to minister to others. Your support of the teachers is
important. Please continue to pray for teachers as
they plan lessons and
teach students. Let us not
grow weary of doing
good as we have opportunity, Galatians 6:9.

~Nancy Johnson
nchj2015@gmail.com
724-312-6953

SCHOOL #33

C hur c h L i f e
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Congratulations to RCRC
for reaching out by visiting the Knucklehead
Craft Brewery! Howev-

er, it's not the first time
such a thing was done.
Years ago a group of us
from RCRC went caroling and decided to include a visit to a pub on
Winton Road. We were
welcomed in, sang a few
carols, and exchanged
hearty Christmas greetings. On the way out
amidst their thank-yous,
one woman sitting alone

at the bar cooed,"Oooh,
it's just like Cheers on
TV!"
We continue to enjoy
keeping up with the
Rochester church via
"Church Life".
Thanks for that, and God
Bless!
Tom and Lois Dykstra
Holland, MI

Editor’s Note: Many
thanks to Tom and
Lois, they were members
here for a long time and
have been a blessing to
RCRC for many years!

Edgar A. Guest was a poet in early 20th century Detroit. This particular piece was
shared by a friend, and resonates with Bob Hann's recent sermon "On Being Abrahamic"

The Sermons We See
By Edgar A. Guest
I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day;

I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way.
The eye is a better pupil, more willing than the ear;
Fine counsel is confusing, but example is always clear,
And the best of all the preachers are the ones who live their creeds,
For to see a good put in action is what everybody needs.
I can soon learn how to do it if you will let me see it done;
I can watch your hand in action, but your tongue too fast may run.
And the lectures you deliver may be very wise and true,
But I'd rather get my lesson by observing what you do.
For I may misunderstand you and the high advice you give,
But there is no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.
When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind.
When a weaker brother stumbles, and a strong one stands behind
Just to see if one can help them, then the wish grows strong in me
To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be.
And all travelers can witness that the best of guides today
Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way.

One good one teaches many; folks believe what they behold;
One deed of kindness noted is worth forty that are told.
Who stands with those of honor learns to hold their honor dear,
For right living speaks a language which to everyone is clear.
Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say,
I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day.

“Editor’s Note #2:
This in no way is meant
to diminish the power
and presence of God we
experience when hearing
a great sermon!”
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V o l um e 3 8 , I s s ue 3

G UA T E M A L A U P DA T E

“I’m reminded of all the
joys I’ve experienced, as
well as all the sorrows,
the things I’ve celebrated
with family and friends
in the US and the
things I’ve missed by
living here.”

Hello, dear friends.
Despite the fact that you
perhaps haven’t heard
from me in a while, I am
indeed still in Guatemala.
This past week marks a
year and a half that I’ve
been here, which is bittersweet. I’m reminded of
all the joys I’ve experienced, as well as all the
sorrows, the things I’ve
celebrated with family
and friends in the US and
the things I’ve missed by
living here. Before I get
into too much reflection,
though, let me update you
on what’s been happening here with me.

One thing I’m hugely
grateful for: my physical
health has been SO much
better the past month than
it was all fall! I have energy again, which is
good, because my work
here continues to be challenging physically, mentally, emotionally, even
spiritually. (Not to be dramatic. But honestly, it is.)
I’m still working parttime with World Renew
and almost-full-time with
Sonido del Movimiento,
the dance and music organization. My responsibilities for World Renew
are somewhat different,

FROM

and significantly more
challenging, than last
year. I’m essentially filling in for a member of
the office who resigned,
so I have much more responsibility than I previously did. I’m primarily
working with the USGuatemala aspect of the office, which means I write
newsletters, help enter
reports into our database,
translate stories of transformation, etc. I also have
a lot of responsibility
with the teams that visit,
which has been both
stretching and a lot of
fun! I am super passionate about the global
church and building connections between churches in the US/Canada and
other countries, so getting
to help shape the team
visits and watching the
teams learn and grow and
love Guatemala as I’ve
learned to is an amazing
privilege. (I’ve also had
to figure out how to work
budgets with Excel spreadsheets. Less exotic but also
difficult.)
Work with Sonido del
Movimiento is gaining
momentum! I am super
stoked about this. I have
huge
to-do
lists
every
week that I
review meticulously because
I’m afraid to
forget
anything, just because we’ve
got so much
going on! I try
to spend at
least two afternoons a
week with the kids at Caras Alegres, our partner
after-school
program

BETHANY
where we implement a lot
of our music and dance
workshops. I’m in the
process of planning a big
event there in April,
which will essentially be
a morning of exploring
the arts. We’re going to
bring in a bunch of artists
and dancers in partnership with a local arts festival to share their passion with the kids, and
give the kids a chance to
be exposed to new kinds
of music and dance!
We’ve also been refining
our website—stay posted! It’s coming SOON.
Like, this week! Which is
so exciting, because
we’ve been needing to
get a website up for
months. And we’re working on collecting a lot of
baseline data to make our
programs more effective.
So we’ve been interviewing the parents at Caras
Alegres to figure out the
challenges the families
are facing, as well as talking with musicians and
dancers in Xela about the
challenges the arts community faces here (and
figuring out new musicians and dancers to partner with). It’s lots of

groundwork, but it’s so
important, and the data
we collect is going to
(cont’d on next page)
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BE PREPARED

David Dill, Deacon

The Boy Scouts say, “Be
Prepared.” “Hope for the
best, plan for the worst”
is Jack Reacher's advice.
And then we have the
parable of the wise and
foolish virgins with similar admonition – even
though both groups were
sleeping when the alarm
went up, half were prepared, having brought
extra oil for their lamps,
and half were not. Lax

attitudes about service
resulted in dire consequences (Matt. 25:1-13).
Good thoughts, but what
practical steps can the
average person take to be
prepared for service?
Take something as simple
as bringing food to put in
the baskets for Rochester
Family Mission or the
Penfield
Ecumenical
Food Shelf. Like the
Scouts, like Jack Reacher
and like the wise virgins,
one needs to do a little
advance planning in order
to be consistent.
Some years ago Mary
Van Someren Cok told
me her secret and it
opened my eyes about
how I, too, could participate on a more regular
basis. The secret? She
told me that she just included the item on her
shopping list every week.
Simple, yet brilliant! You

GUATEMALA (CONT’D
help us be much more
specific and effective in
our programming. So
that’s exciting, but not
glamorous. (Pro tip: living abroad is not as glamorous as it sounds. In
case any of you are considering moving just for
the glamour.)
Like I mentioned earlier,
I’ve been doing lots of
reflecting. It’s easy for
me to get discouraged.
I’ve seen a lot of hard
things there, and they’re
things I turn over and
over in my soul. People
living in garbage dumps,
young kids struggling to
stay in school, neighborhoods deeply marked by
gang violence. Some-

FROM

cannot bring an item to
put in the basket if you
did not remember to buy
it when you were at the
store.
The deacons encourage
everyone
to
follow
Mary's lead and bring
food on a regular basis,
but the same principle of
being prepared empowers
our acts of service in
many other ways. Start
now to pray about service
as a deacon or elder. If
you have never helped
serve at Cameron, plan
ahead, ask others what
one might expect, mark
the date on your calendar.
James says that faith
without action is worthless. We might add that
good intentions without
planning and preparation
are dead as well.

~David Dill, Deacon

PAGE 8)

times I hear people pray
things like, “Break our
hearts for what breaks
Yours,” and I just want to
tell them to hang on a sec
and not include me in that
prayer, because I can’t
really take any more of
that. And that they should
be careful what they pray
for.
I don’t mean to sound
bitter. I’m not bitter. But
some days it’s a lot easier
to see hope than other
days, and some days it’s
easier to see God than
other days. But the hard
and beautiful truth that
I’m learning is that God
is there. Especially in this
Lenten season, we remember the dark and dif-

ficult road Jesus walked.
That God was with us
even to the cross, to death
itself, which had no hold
on Him and now has no
hold on us. Knowing that
God is here, in the deepest suffering we see, is
hope and love and light
even when my heart is
breaking.
Please, pray with me.
Pray for our world, pray
for Guatemala and the
United States. And love
with me, as much as you
possibly can, and hope
with me, knowing that
even in the hardest things
we see, God is there.

~For His glory, always.
Bethany

“.Like the Scouts, like
Jack Reacher and like
the wise virgins, one
needs to do a little
advance planning in
order to be consistent.”
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GOOD NEWS JAIL AND PRISON MINISTRIES
Every other week, men from RCRC visit the Monroe County Correctional facility
with the Good News Jail ministry. They hold small Bible studies with five to eight
men. On a bi-monthly basis, some attend an ecumenical worship service to
strengthen the faith of inmate believers.

Care to learn more? Come to the banquet!

“I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit
me.”

MARCH MORNING OFFERINGS
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:
3/4
Christian Education Society
3/11
Deacons Fund
3/18
International Missions

3/25
Rochester Family Mission
March Evening Offerings

Heritage Christian Services

P age 1 1
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YOUTH NEWS

Julie Vande Brake,
Director of Youth Ministries

Mark your calendars for
the Youth Spaghetti Dinner and Dessert Auction
on Friday, March 23 at
6:00 p.m.!! All proceeds
go to help support youth
retreats, participation of
our youth in Flower City
Work Camp, Sr. High
SERVE mission trip to
Holland Michigan this
June, etc. Please sign
your family up in the narthex. This is our ONE
fundraiser of the year to

benefit
our
youth
group...if you are able to
contribute a dessert, the
youth would really appreciate it. Thank you in advance!!

~Julie Vande Brake

“Don’t forget to donate
your special dessert for
the auction!”

ELECTION DAY COORDINATOR
Jackie Kuipers has ably
and wonderfully served
as our Election Day and
Crafts/Food Sale Coordinator. This service has
several benefits:
1. Shepard Home Hospice or End of Life Care
right here in Penfield receives all the donations.
Last year Jackie and her
able helpers raised about
$900!
2. Our church is open and
made welcoming with
coffee, apple cider, and

donuts to the voters as
well as fun crafts and
food to buy.
3. The election workers
are made welcome and
cared for with lunch and
dinner and snacks.
Jackie is still willing to
help but has decided not
to coordinate this wonderful outreach. This is a
great opportunity for
someone to come alongside Jackie, who is very
willing to help and assist
someone.

And this is only a once
(September) or at most
twice (every other November for federal) a year
endeavor.
If you are interested in
taking this over or have
questions to just find out
if this is something you
might like to do please
call Mary Ann LaPolla
(377-6103) or Jackie Kuipers (383-9144 or 7373045).

~Mary Ann LaPolla

P age 1 2
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FROM

“The Fellowship Team
values the quiet efforts
many of you make to
build up our church
family and take care of
our people, building and
grounds! Thank you!”

THE

F E L L OW S H I P T E A M

Rev. Tineke Cornelison
Minister of Invitation and
Inclusion

Dear Brother and Sisters
in Christ, greetings from
the fellowship Team!
Lent ~ Lent began on
Ash Wednesday. If
you haven’t begun
the 40-day devotion
booklet it is not too
late. Begin today
reading the short
meditation and prayer
for the remainder of
Lent. The booklets
are on the events table. They are free or
a donation of the
cost: $2.
Easter Morning ~
after the community
Sunrise Service (we

have no details on
this yet, but will pass
them on to you asap).
Regardless, we will
have brunch before
our worship service.
This Easter Brunch
has become a tradition. We meet in the
fellowship hall. There
is no Sunday School
that morning, so we
will gather at 9:00
a.m. Please bring a
contribution to our
celebration
meal!
Thank you!
PRIMETIMERS: We
will meet March 22.
Lunch is served at
noon. (all you can
eat) $4. We will have
chicken casserole and
fruit and green salads
+ dessert. You will
have an enjoyable
time of fellowship
Bring a friend and
please sign up at the
events table..
Speaking of fellowship, please greet
people whom you
don’t know: visitors,
those who “sit on the
other
side”
and
you’ve never met.

Welcome everyone.
If it’s a visitor, please
get their name and
contact information
and give that info to
Tineke or introduce
them to her.. They
will receive a welcome card that week.
Pictures; in an effort
to get everyone’s picture up in the fellowship hall to help us
all remember names,
Shari Harrison will
be available to take
your picture on Sunday March 11 and 18
if you do not have
one at home. If you
do please bring it to
her or email it to her.
March 18 is the deadline ~ Please act
now!!!
The Fellowship Team
values the quiet efforts
many of you make to
build up our church family and take care of our
people, building and
grounds! Thank you!

~Tineke Cornelison
For the Fellowship Team

SAVE THE DATE
THE COMPASS CARE WALK
May 5th, Highland Park
Update: 19 babies saved
and 5 Mom 's accepted Christ!

P age 1 3

V o l um e 3 8 , I s s ue 3

W HAT ARE T HEY UP TO?

C H E C K I N G I N W I T H O U R Y O U N G A D U LT S
Note: This article is part of a continuing series of profiles of our post-high school
young adults (up through about age 25). In this issue of the newsletter we catch up
with Adrian Veenje, who will be celebrating his birthday this month. Let’s remember to pray for all of our young adults in their walk with the Lord and as they think
about their plans for the future.
Adrian Veenje is a freshman at
Rochester Institute of Technology this year
and is living in one of the dorms there. He is
majoring in Film and Animation with a focus
in Three Dimensional Animation. In addition
to the courses he is taking in his major area
of study, this semester he is also taking classes in archaeology and illuminated manuscripts. His career goal right now is a job in
something very technical, called previsualization, which happens during the planning
phase of movie making. Adrian would be
happy to explain this to you in much clearer
terms than I’m able to, so feel free to ask him
about it next time you see him!
One of Adrian’s pastimes outside of
studying is participating in a Christian students’ group at RIT that’s called “RIT Cru.”
He attends Bible study meetings with members of this group, as well as a teaching meeting once a week. Some Sundays Adrian worships with us at RCRC, and other Sundays he attends the new Henrietta campus of
Northridge Church with friends from RIT Cru.
One of Adrian’s favorite books is C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity. Adrian
enjoys the conversational writing style and the fact that Lewis tackles significant
questions and vitally important subjects for Christians.
Adrian is working a part-time job at Starbucks during the academic year to
help pay the tuition bills. This summer he plans to take a break from course work
while continuing to work at Starbucks as well as tackling various projects. He’s
hoping his parents will cook plenty of chicken French (his favorite food) while he’s
living at home this summer!
And here’s a fun fact about Adrian: When he was in high school he designed and produced a trading card game called “Camlann,” based around various
mythological characters, including people and beasts from the King Arthur legends, Irish and Scottish mythology, and European mythology from the Middle Ages. This game was actually sold in five local stores!
Adrian’s birthday is March 11. Please keep him in your regular prayers,
take the time to chat with him when he’s at RCRC, and consider sending birthday
greetings his way.

“Let’s remember to pray
for all of our young
adults in their walk
with the Lord and as
they think about their
plans for the future.”

V o l um e 3 8 , I s s ue 3

P age 1 4

BAPTISM

AND

BIRTH
We were privileged to witness the baptism
of Emilia Scarlet, infant daughter of Nicholas and Dianka Sobiech. May we all remember the commitment we have made to
this little one and her family.

We praise God for the safe arrival of Raegan Mary into Dan and Kelly Hooge’s family. We rejoice with Tony and Mary Ann
Lapolla with the addition of this new
granddaughter.

In an effort to get everyone’s picture up in the fellowship hall to help us all remember names, Shari
Harrison will be available to take your picture on
Sunday March 11 and 18 if you do not have one at
home. If you do, please bring it to her or email it to
her. March 18 is the deadline!
Please act now!!!

“Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known
to God.”
Phillipians 4:6

O UR C HURC H FAMI LY
Please pray for…
All those who continue
to grieve the loss of a
loved one. Ann Beich
whose mother passed
away. Jeff and Ginny
Kuryla, Elizabeth and
Amanda in the passing
of Jeff’s mother and to
Susan Gilbert-Collins,
Tim, Sam and Josh in
the death of Susan’s
father. Ask for God’s
comfort for these families and for all those
mourning the loss of a
loved one, be it recently or long ago.

All those recovering
from surgeries, injuries
or illness. We think of
Kathy
Chambery,
Elaine Zinnecker, Gloria Huussen, Mary Van
Someren Cok, Carol
Smeenk, Tina Jennings,
Andy Elliot.
RCRC Families facing
lifestyle decisions and
significant changes.
For Gary Harris’ sister,
Karen, who has completed chemo treatments and awaits news
on how effective those
treatments have been.
Lois Smith as she has
moved to Fairport Bap-

tist Homes. May God
comfort her and give
her peace as she makes
this transition.
Eric Davis’ father as he
recuperates from bypass surgery.
Prayer Room: Someone
will be available to pray
with you, or for you,
each Sunday morning in
room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes
following the morning
worship service. Written requests may be
placed in the box in room
2. All information is kept
confidential.

C hur c h L i f e

P age 1 5

V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Lillian Barham
Hill Haven Nursing Home
1550 Empire Blvd
Webster, NY 14580

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Hermien Bouwmeester
Kirkhaven
254 Alexander St
Rochester, NY 14607

Roger Hoadley
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way
Apt. 260
Penfield, NY 14526

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625
Marvin Lown
Aaron Manor (613)
100 St. Camillus Way
Fairport, NY 14450

Gordon Haines
St. Ann’s Home
1500 Portland Ave
Rochester, NY 14621

MARCH

AND

Lois Smith
Fairport Baptist Homes
4646 Nine Mile Point Road
Room 1H04
Fairport, NY 14450
Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526
Mary Zinkand
The Episcopal Home
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115
Rochester, NY 14620

A P R I L B I R T H DAY S

March
Eric Davis
William Van Der Woude
Jean Frelier
Adelena Ferraraccio
Bernard Huussen
Brook Chambery
Adrian Veenje
Reba Veenje
Timothy Collins
Mary Ann LaPolla
Joshua Collins

Coby Veenje
Jackie Kuipers
Tim Hughes
Ann Beich
Trevor Smith

April
Tom Scott
Kelly Hooge
Adaline Bruinsma
Rowan Hooge
Florence Zijlstra
Benjamin Bruinsma

Diane De Jong
Doug De Jong
Mae Michelle Frelier
Evert Lindenhovius
Anna Rose Vande Brake
John Dobbenga
Paul Ferraraccio
Edward Belles
Timothy VandeBrake
Judith Chambery
Lena Veenje

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR APRIL ISSUE:
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Next Month...
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