
 

 

One of the greatest joys of 

ministry is encountering 

other people who sense a 

calling to the ministry. At 

my prior church, I thor-

oughly enjoyed teaching in 

our denominational semi-

nary because it allowed me 

to encourage and mentor 

future ministers. I was also 

privileged to be part of 

bringing along an associate 

pastor at my prior church 

who continues to serve as 

the minister of that congre-

gation to this day. So, I am 

always looking out for those 

interested in ministry. I look 

for them in our youth 

groups and in all those 

whom God brings to our 

congregation. I believe we 

have identified a person 

who senses such a call to 

ministry and at our most 

recent Council meeting we 

decided to take the first step 

in the discernment process 

of confirming that call. 

The person we have identi-

fied is Bethany Miller (see 

Bethany’s bio in this issue of 

the CLN). At our February 

9, 2023 meeting, Council 

recommended that Bethany 

Miller be examined by Clas-

sis Atlantic Northeast for 

the purposes of being li-

censed to exhort within the 

Classis. Let me explain a bit 

more about how we arrived 

at this point, what it means, 

and also what it does not 

mean. 

I first became familiar with 

Bethany through a small 

group led by Tim Collins. 

At that point, Bethany and 

her family were attending 

another church where she 

served on staff. Eventually, 

Bethany and her family were 

led to begin attending here 

at RCRC. I knew of her past 

ministry experience and her 

bible college training. As I 

got to know Bethany, what 

struck me most about her 

was her deep knowledge 

and love of God’s Word. 

You could say that I saw fire 

in her bones for the Word 

of God. I also found some-

one in whom I felt a level of 

shared sensibilities about 

ministry. So, I began won-

dering what God might do 

with this and, with the help 

of Council, I began explor-

ing her giftedness in teach-

ing. Bethany and I co-taught 

the Senior High Youth 

Group for a period of time. 
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March—April 

Worship  Schedule 

 

3/5—9:30AM 

“Debt Forgiveness” 

Luke 7:37-50 

3/12—9:30AM 

“Wealth Management” 

Matthew 25:14-30 

3/19—9:30AM 

“Trading Places” 

Luke 16:19-31 

3/26—9:30AM 

“Location, Location, 

Location” 

Luke 6:47-49 

4/2—9:30AM 

PALM SUNDAY 

“Who is This” 

Matthew 21:1-11 

4/7—7:00PM  

GOOD FRIDAY 

“Not All Who Suffer 

Are Victims” 

John 10:11-18 

4/9—9:30AM 

EASTER SUNDAY 

“Empty” 

John 20:1-18 

 

Watch for a New  

Sermon Series  

beginning April 16 

 

 

 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

Church Life 



 

 

I was encouraged by what I 

observed. I began having 

discussions with Bethany 

about Reformed theology, 

confessions, and church 

order. This eventually led to 

her and her husband, Sam, 

joining RCRC as members. 

I then tried to give Bethany 

opportunities for public 

ministry so that the congre-

gation, and Council, could 

observe her gifts during 

public worship. Bethany led 

us in prayer during Advent 

and has served as a liturgist 

on occasion. The next step 

in this process is to involve 

the Classis, whose preroga-

tive it is to oversee the train-

ing, testing, and develop-

ment of future church lead-

ers. Council triggered 

Classis’s involvement by 

formally recommending 

Bethany to Classis for the 

purposes of being licensed 

to exhort.  

Classis will now take the 

lead, working with our local 

Council, to help Bethany 

assess her giftedness for the 

ministry and help her map 

out a proper learning plan 

to increase her understand-

ing and knowledge of the 

Reformed faith and the 

CRCNA. They will also ex-

amine Bethany regarding 

her doctrine, her piety, and 

her ability to preach. We 

expect the preaching exam 

to be held here at RCRC. A 

Classis representative will 

appear at this examination 

and the congregation will 

also be invited. Your input 

and feedback matters in this 

process. You have a role to 

play in Bethany’s discern-

ment and development pro-

cess. So, what this means is 

that we at RCRC have an 

opportunity to help Bethany 

and bless the church at large 

by being part of developing 

future leaders within the 

CRCNA 

Now for what it does not 

mean. It doesn’t mean we 

have “hired” Bethany as a 

staff member or have prom-

ised her that we will do so in 

the future. That type of de-

cision is not just a matter 

for Council, it is a matter 

for the judgment of the en-

tire congregation. Having 
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said that, we do hope 

that  Bethany will contribute 

to the public ministry of 

RCRC in new ways in the 

future. Of course, she is 

already contributing to the 

life of our church right now 

through her teaching in 

Sunday School and her par-

ticipation in the leadership 

of Children & Worship. I 

am not sure exactly where 

this journey will end and I 

think Bethany is not sure 

herself, but I know we have 

a person in Bethany who 

respects God’s Word and 

desires to help other people 

better understand it. I also 

firmly believe that the best 

way to test all of this is by 

following the proper pro-

cess through the church 

courts. I hope you will come 

along for the journey. If you 

have questions about this, 

please feel free to ask me or 

any member of Council. 

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

“So, what this means is 

that we at RCRC have an 

opportunity to help 

Bethany and bless the 

church at large by being 

part of developing future 

leaders within the 

CRCNA” 

them even as You have 

loved me.” What a wonder-

ful opportunity we have 

been given to come before 

God together as a congrega-

tion to praise Him and seek 

direction to live out our 

Welcome In, Build Up and 

Reach Out mission state-

ment! Please prepare with 

prayer and plan for our 

March 19 Service of Prayer.   

(For more details, please see  

the congregation-wide email 

sent on March 7 entitled 

“The missing attachment.”) 

Service of  Prayer  - March 19th 

In John 17:20-26 Jesus prays 

for us.  His prayer to his 

father God, is that we may 

be one. In  John 17:23: 

NIV  Jesus prays: 

“May they (believers) be 

brought to complete unity 

to let the world know that 

You sent me and have loved 
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We just had to celebrate- and what a 

wonderful celebration we had! Triplets 

Zahra, Jibril and Mekail celebrated their 

first birthday last month with a well-

attended party of friends from Afghani-

stan and new friends from Rochester. 

The Triplet’s parents are close friends 

to the Zamani family that our RCRC 

Caring Circle has supported since their 

arrival in October 2021.  Both families 

arrived in Rochester together. Of 

course the joy in the room was not just 

for healthy one year old triplets but for 

God’s provisions and blessings that 

made the day possible after such a tur-

bulent 18 months since fleeing their 

home in Kabul.  To God be the Glory!   

~Ann Michele Bouwmeester 

A Joyous Celebration!  

“Our Lenten banners 

and paraments evoke 

sackcloth, ashes, and 

weeping through a 

weaving of dark toned 

fabrics overlaid by a 

black scrim.”  
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Oh my dear people, 

put on sackcloth and roll in ashes. 

Mourn with painful sobs….   

Jeremiah 6:26, NET 

So spoke God through his 

prophet Jeremiah to the 

people of Judah, calling 

them to repentance before 

their rebellion resulted in 

judgement manifested as 

captivity in Babylon. Jesus 

also made reference to this 

practice when warning Cho-

razin and Bethsaida of the 

consequences of their unbe-

lief: 

 …For if the miracles done in 

you had been done in Tyre and 

Sidon, they would have repented 

long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 

ashes.  Luke 10:13, NET 

 Our Lenten banners and 

paraments evoke sackcloth, 

ashes, and weeping through 

a weaving of dark toned 

fabrics overlaid by a black 

scrim. The torn fabric strips 

and uneven positioning of 

the descending lines suggest 

the ragged and shabby con-

dition of our lives apart 

from God.  High-grade fab-

rics, consisting of hand-dyed 

silks, cotton batiks, and 

black patterned scrim con-

vey the intensity and depth 

of Lenten experience. The 

predominance of the color 

purple signifies our peni-

tence and need for God. 

 We invite you to use this 

season as a time of self-

reflection, repentance, and 

closer communion with our 

God – Father, Son, and Ho-

ly Spirit -- and as a reminder 

that our hope during Lent 

and always is in the faithful-

ness and patience of God. 

The banner team thanks Jeff 

Harp for designing the Len-

ten banners/paraments. 

 

Lenten Banners and Paraments 



 

 

“Sign-up in the narthex 

to attend the dinner 

and/or to donate 

desserts!” 
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Youth Group  

Lasagna Dinner & Dessert Auction 

When: Friday, March 24 at 6:00pm 

You are invited to the Lasagna Dinner and Dessert 

Auction Youth Fundraiser. Join us on Friday, 

March 24 at 6:00 pm for a delicious meal, fellow-

ship, and fun! Sign-up in the narthex to attend the 

dinner and/or to donate desserts.  

All proceeds go toward sponsoring youth service 

projects, events, to help our youth attend Flower City 

Work Camp, SERVE 2023 and other youth mission 

projects or events.  

Thanks for your support!!  

Don’t Forget to Sign Up! 

Chef Jeff 
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“You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Nei-
ther do people light a 
lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before 
others, that they may see 
your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heav-
en.”  Matthew 5:14-16 ESV 

Flower City Work Camp 
2023 is coming up - April 3-
7!! It's a tradition to write 
notes of encouragement to 
our adult and youth volun-
teers and to deliver these 
notes during the week of 
camp (you can bring the 

Julie Vande Brake,  

Director of Youth Ministries 

                  

notes to our church office if 
you would like for me to 
deliver the notes for you). 
Our adult volunteers for 
Flower City Work Camp 
are: Danny Veenje, David 
John, Ronald Cok, Jay Fal-
vo, Ken Page, Dale Cham-
bery, Mike Carney, Ann 
Michele Bouwmeester, Nel-
la Goho, Julie VandeBrake, 
Kevin Smith, Dave Dill, 
Mary Steensma, Lisa Falvo, 
Sarah Smith, and Jeff Harp. 
And we have 15 students 
registered for FCWC 2023: 

1. Anna Rose Vande Brake  

2. Amanda Kuryla  

3. Ruthie Baxter  

4. Annaliese Goho  

5. Gracie Bao  

6. Zach Veenje  

7.  Joel Hughes  

8.  Alex Leakey  

9.  Joseph Carney  

10. Noah Carney  

11. Henry O’Brien  

12. Calvin O’Brien  

13. Jill Zehr  

14. James Selvaggio  

15. Jake Falvo  

Our annual youth group 
fundraiser - the Lasagna 
Dinner and Dessert Auction 
- will be on Fri., March 24 at 

6 PM. Sign up in the nar-
thex if you would like to 
come!  

Our youth will serve the 
tables. Afterward, you can 
join in on the dessert auc-
tion - this year Chrissy Fer-
raraccio will be our auc-
tioneer, carrying on the fam-
ily tradition!  BIG thanks to 
Gary Harris for the many 
years he faithfully served as 
our auctioneer and for all 
the fun and laughs he 
brought to this event. All 
proceeds from both the din-
ner and the dessert auction 
will go toward sponsoring 
youth service projects and 
events, and to help our 
youth attend Flower City 
Work Camp and SERVE 
2023! Thanks for your sup-
port!! 

The photos accompanying 
this article are from a youth 
group event at Roc Ven-
tures, a gym with 18,000 
square feet of rock-climbing 
walls and rope courses. We 
had a great turnout and the 
team-building activity was a 
real hit with our group   

~Julie Vande Brake 

Youth News 

“Flower City Work 

Camp 2023 is coming 

up - April 3-7!! It's a 

tradition to write notes 

of encouragement to 

our adult and youth 

volunteers and to 

deliver these notes 

during the week of 

camp “ 



 

 

Page 7  Church L i fe  Volume 43, Issue 2  



 

 

What is your story? Most of us 

have some eventful chapters in 

our stories, some chapters full 

of not much more than the 

daily grind, chapters of joy, 

chapters of sorrow. But the 

underlying story is a story not 

only of God’s faithfulness but 

of relative financial comfort. 

We know where our next meal 

and next week’s meals are 

coming from, and we are con-

fident that for the foreseeable 

future we will have food, cloth-

ing, shelter, and opportunities 

to learn. And although ours is a 

world of great uncertainty, we 

are mostly pretty confident that 

a life of opportunity and 

enough, if not plenty, will be 

the underlying story of our 

next generation, too. 

But that isn’t the story for eve-

ryone around the world. Heart-

breaking stories abound, sto-

ries of grinding poverty, of 

hunger, of unsafe drinking 

water, of crop failure, of no 

access to education or eco-

nomic opportunity. 

But here is the amazing and 

profoundly hopeful thing: we 

have the privilege and oppor-

tunity – and dare I say it, the 

responsibility – to do some-

thing about those heartbreak-

ing stories. We can partner 

with the Christian Reformed 

organization World Renew, in 

changing the story, not only 

for people today or for this 

year, but we can help with 

changing their stories for gen-

erations to come!  

At its beginnings in 1962, 

World Renew was known by 

the rather unwieldy name 

Christian Re-

formed World 

Relief Com-

m i t t e e 

( C R W R C ) . 

This organiza-

t ion was 

founded by 

people within 

our denomi-

nation who 

responded in 

loving and 

grateful obe-

dience to 

God’s desire, 

clearly ex-

pressed in Scripture, for justice 

and flourishing for all whom 

he has created. Today, more 

than 60 years later, our denom-

ination continues to carry out 

this mission. However, World 

Renew is not an official 

“ministry shares” organization, 

and therefore it relies on offer-

ings given by Christian Re-

formed congregations and 

individuals. World Renew’s 

work involves d isaster 

(hurricanes, flooding, etc.) re-

lief efforts in the US and Cana-

da, as well as global work to 

address long-term poverty, 

hunger, and injustice. 

Actively en-

gaged in many 

c o u n t r i e s 

around the 

world, World 

Renew works 

with small, 

local Christian 

agencies who 

best know the 

culture, indige-

n o u s  l a n -

guages, needs, 

and opportuni-

ties of their 

local areas. 

Regional and national World 

Renew offices support these 

small, local Christian agencies 

through training, encourage-

ment, outcome evaluations, 

planning, and financial assis-

tance so that their efforts are 

multiplied and what they are 

able to accomplish with God’s 

blessing is significantly in-

creased.  

The work of World Renew is 

changing stories for genera-

tions to come. People in pov-

erty are learning improved crop 

management strategies, starting 

and maintaining family poultry 

farming for improved nutri-

tion, raising 

fish to eat and 

sell through 

backyard fish 

pond aquacul-

ture, learning 

to monitor the 

growth of their 

babies through 

the first two 

years of life 

and to address 

failure to thrive 

through nutri-

tion and health 

initiatives…and 

Changing the Story 
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the list goes on. All of these 

initiatives improve current 

health and well-being, but as 

they are maintained and sup-

ported by World Renew and 

passed down to children and 

grandchildren, the story is also 

being changed for generations 

to come!  

Please contribute prayerfully to 

this work in our offering on 

April 2 for World Renew’s 

work specifically in the country 

of Guatemala.  

~The Deacons and Sue Bratt Cok 

“Mother-helpers” who live within the 

community have been trained to regularly 

weigh all the babies and keep records to make 

sure they are growing and thriving.   

Members of a community are being trained in 

raising chickens in their yards to improve their 

family’s nutrition, and extra eggs can be sold 

for a little income.     

Community members learn beekeeping to 

produce honey for food and to sell in the 

market so they can purchase things they need.    



 

 

School 33 News 

 

     We also have a church mem-

ber who has set aside money to 

be used for flowers, because as 

she says, “Flowers make every-

one smile.”  We have been 

spreading the gift a flowers out 

among the office staff, cafeteria 

workers, nurses, etc—the peo-

ple who often get overlooked in 

the building.  In March we will 

bring them to some of the 

teachers as well.   

     During Black History 

Month, the school had a door-

decorating contest. I haven’t got 

the results in yet, but when we 

do, Pastor Anthony will be visit-

ing each grade’s winner with the 

prize of donuts—always re-

ceived with great excitement!  

     March is a big testing month 

for the students in grades 3-6, 

and we have usually tried to 

send out an encouraging card to 

these students.  As we have in 

the past, we will have the cards 

bundled by grade and teacher, in 

baskets in the church foy-

er.  Please take a bundle, and 

write (print only, please) a short 

encouraging note to the student 

on the back of the card.  You 

can simply sign it ‘from your 

friend at RCRC’.   

     Thank you for your contin-

ued support and interest in 

School 33. It does not go unno-

ticed or unappreciated. 

Mary Steensma 

With Nancy Johnson. 

 

If you would like to join this 

ministry at School #33, please 

contact Mary Steensma,  

mxs45@mac.com or  

Nancy Johnson, 

nchj2015@gmail.com for 

more information. 

School 33 was bustling with 

activity on National Read Aloud 

Day this February.  Participants 

from the community included 

firefighters, police officers, 

members of the school board 

and City Council—all of whom 

were interviewed by some of 

the students on the City School 

District TV station. 

     Our church was represented 

by five people, each in a differ-

ent classroom reading books 

they’d chosen. I was assigned to 

a preschool classroom, which 

was perfect, since I had 2-year-

old grandson Simon with 

me.  He informed the class that 

the elephant and piggy book I 

was reading was a “good 

book!”  Thankfully, they agreed. 

     The donations filling the blue 

bucket in the church continue 

to be appreciated. Last month, 

each of us working in a class-

room brought the donations of 

construction paper, markers, dry 

erase markers and glue directly 

to the teachers we are working 

with, giving us the joy of seeing 

the materials in use immediate-

ly.    

“We have been 

spreading the gift a 

flowers out among the 

office staff, cafeteria 

workers, nurses, etc—

the people who often 

get overlooked in the 

building.” 
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The RCRC Prayer Chain has changed to an email driven prayer chain. Please send 

your prayer requests to the following email address to be forwarded on to the con-

gregation: rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com  

We believe that praying for each other is vital to the health of Rochester Christian Re-

formed Church. The Elders hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to pray 

with and for others. We will no longer be publishing a prayer page because the immediacy 

of the prayer email will better reflect our congregation’s prayer requests.  

If you would like to be added to or deleted from the prayer chain list, please contact  Sue 

Frelier via rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com  Thank you 

RCRC Prayer Chain  

Happy Birthday 

For birthday list, please refer to the “Members” section (under the 

“More” tab of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or your district elder.  

“When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  
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The Compass Care statistics for 2022 are: 

438 preborn babies saved from abortion. 

234 women submitted their lives to Christ. 

The Walk for Life Weekend will be on Saturday, May 6.  Please consider supporting a 

walker or participate in the walk.  The walk sign up will begin on March 19th.  Please 

check the information and sign-up table or see me.    ~Shari Harrison, Liaison  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested 

in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at nyvwmom@gmail.com  

Visitation Ministry 

Jean Haines 

Maplewood Nursing and 

Rehabilitation 

100 Daniel Drive 

Room 321 

Webster, NY 14580 

Ben Hoadley   

Shire Senior Living  

2515 Culver Road  

Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 

Brentland Woods 

3831 East Henrietta Road, 

Apt 110 

Henrietta NY  14467 

               

mailto:rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:nyvwmom@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry


 

 

Page 11  Church L i fe  Volume 43, Issue 2  

March-April 

Offering Schedule 

 

March 

  5 CES 

12 Deacon’s Fund 

19 Int’l Missions 

26 World Renew 

(Disaster Response 

Serv.) 

 

April 

  2 World Renew—

(Guatemala)  

  7 GOOD FRIDAY—CES 

  9 Int’l Missions 

16 Habitat for Humanity 

23 General Ministries 

 GEMS SUNDAY  

 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 

Causes 

Mission News! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working 

with Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz 

Family in Haiti (part of the CRCNA’s Resonate 

Global Missions), and locally The Open Door 

Mission and Cameron Community Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites 

can be found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 

(rochestercrc.org)   

Over the next few months 
the deacons will be working 
to document our mission 
support strategy and looking 
at how we align with scrip-
tural guidance and our de-
nomination.  Criteria we’ll 
be exploring include (but 
are not limited to) the fol-
lowing. 

1. Biblical Teaching.  Does 
the organization under 
consideration include in 
their purpose the dissemi-
nation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ?   

2. Opportunity for congre-
g a t i o n a l  p a r t i c i p a -
tion.  How easily can 
members or groups of our 
congregants plug into the 
organization?  How recep-
tive are they to volun-
teers?  What kind of feed-
back does the congrega-
tion receive about mission 
activity? 

3. Endorsement by the de-
nomination or other 
watchdogs.  What is the 

Special Cause Offerings 

cause’s financial accounta-
bility strategy?  Do they 
produce a credible annual 
report?  How much of 
donations received go to 
the clients of the mission 
vs. operational and man-
agement expenses? 

4. Our historic participa-
tion.  What existing con-
nections to RCRC has this 
cause had?  Is their pro-
gram consistent with our 
historic understanding, or 
has their service model/
ministry strategy moved 
away from our own core 
values?  What connections 
to RCRC remain?  How 
many members continue 
to provide tangible sup-
port in time and cash con-
tributions? 

5. Council Direction. From 
time to time, council di-
rects or suggests causes or 
classes of causes for the 
Deacons to support. 

6. Long Term Commit-
ment.  Such as our mis-

sionaries. 

What’s your opinion about 
how we select our caus-
es?  What would you like to 
know about these organiza-
tions? 

See any Deacon or send us 
an e-mail. 

~Steve Letter (Special Cause 
Liasson) 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/


 

 

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR  

May-June 2023 ISSUE:  

Sunday, April 29, 2023 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” or “Newsletter” in the subject       

line of submissions) 

2750 Atlantic Ave.  

Penfield, NY 14526 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rochestercrc.org 

Phone: 585-381-7861 

Email: office@rochestercrc.org 

Church Life is published several times a year by the  

Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home

