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HEY RCRC…IT’S TIME TO WISE UP! 

June 2 ,  2019  

CHURCH  L IFE  

 One of the things I appreciate 
about the Bible is its diversity of expres-
sion.  Within the pages of the Bible we 
encounter a variety of genres through 
which God chose to make himself 
known.  For example, in the Old Testa-
ment we encounter the following differ-
ent genres of expression:  1) History 
(think Kings and Chronicles); 2) Poetry 
(think Psalms and Song of Solomon); 3) 

Prophecy (think Isaiah and Jeremiah); 4) 
Law (think Deuteronomy and Leviti-
cus); and 5) Wisdom (think Proverbs 
and Ecclesiastes).  The New Testament 
adds even more diversity by including 
the genres of the Gospels, Epistles, and 
Apocalyptic literature (think Revela-
tion).  The fact that God chose to com-
municate his truth to us through these 
diverse genres tells us that there is 
something unique that we can learn 
through each of them.  Sadly, however, 
the church has often neglected particular 
genres of Scripture.  This is certainly 
true of the wisdom genre in general and 
the book of Proverbs in particular.  As 
Professor Ellen Davis notes in the quote 
in the sidebar, the book of Proverbs is 
“almost lost to us.”  This summer, I 
hope to remedy that deficiency. 

On Sunday, June 23rd, I will start a new 
sermon series on the book of Proverbs.  
The series will be entitled, “Wise Up!”  
That title might strike you at first as an 
admonishment or a criticism, but it is 
really meant as an invitation.  My goal 
in preaching this sermon series is to in-
vite you to ponder the ancient and uni-
versal wisdom found in the book of 
Proverbs so that you can benefit from it 
in your life. (cont’d on pg. 2) 

JUNE 
WORSHIP 

 
6/2 10:30am   
 Who Are You? Series: 
 The Benefits of Knowing 
 Who You Are 
 Colossians 3:3-4 

6/9 10:30am   
 Guest Pastor - Ryan 
 Woods, Cornerstone OPC 
 The Lord Will Fight for You 
 Exodus 14 

6/16 10:00am    
 Who Are You? Series:  
 Know Thyself 
 Revelation 21:7 

6/23 10:00am   
 Wise Up!: Understanding 
 Proverbs - Part I 
 Proverbs 1:1-7 

6/30 10:00am   
 Wise Up!: Understanding 
 Proverbs - Part II 
 Proverbs 1:1-7 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

“The book of Proverbs is not 

high on the reading list of 

many modern Christians.  

As a source of spiritual 

inspiration and guidance, it 

is almost lost to us…”1 

--Ellen Davis, Professor of 
Old Testament 

Summer Worship Time 

changes to 10am  

Sunday, June 16 
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HEY RCRC…IT’S TIME TO WISE UP! (CONT’D FROM COVER) 

I believe that one of the reasons Proverbs 
has been “lost to us” is because we live in 
an age that values information instead of 
wisdom.  We live in the world of Twitter, 
live streaming, and Wikipedia.  We can 
ask Alexa or Siri to answer a variety of 
factual questions for us.  It is amazing the 
amount of information we have at our 
fingertips.  Information, however, is not 
wisdom.  Alexa or Siri may be able to tell 
us how many miles the earth is from the 
sun, but they are unable to tell us whether 
we should challenge a friend by speaking 
the truth, provide guidance regarding how 
to raise our children, or explain to us the 
consequences of slothfulness.  Wisdom is 
not trivia.  Wisdom requires skill, reflec-
tion, contemplation, and the proper as-
sessment of people and circumstances.  In 
other words, wisdom is hard.   

Let me give you an illustration of what I 
am talking about.  Take the question of 
whether you should engage in a debate on 
a topic with someone who is clearly uni-
formed on the subject matter.  Should you 
answer this person and try to correct him 
or her or should you walk away recogniz-
ing the futility of trying to engage in a 
debate with someone who disregards the 
facts?  That’s a good question.  It is a 
question that Siri and Alexa will be una-
ble to answer for you.  Why?  Because it 
requires wisdom.   

While Siri and Alexa cannot help with the 
question I posed in the previous para-
graph, Proverbs can and does provide 
help.  Proverbs actually addresses this 
exact question.  Here’s the answer ac-
cording to Proverbs 26:4: 

Proverbs 26:4 Do not answer 
a fool according to his folly, or you your-
self will be just like him. 

There you go.  That’s your answer…but 
wait in the very next verse Proverbs pro-
vides another answer to the same ques-
tion: 

Proverbs 26:5 Answer a fool according 
to his folly, or he will be wise in his own 
eyes. 

Well, that seems entirely unhelpful 
doesn’t it?  Should we answer a fool ac-
cording to his folly or not?  Come on 
Proverbs, which is it?  On its face the 

book of Proverbs seems to be contradict-
ing itself.  Some have even used this ap-
parent contradiction to question the can-
onicity of this book.  After all, God’s 
Word cannot contain contradictions, 
right?  But what we find in these two 
verses is not a contradiction, rather what 
we find here is the challenge of wisdom.  
You see, sometimes it is wise NOT to 
answer a fool and sometimes it is wise 
TO answer a fool.  In other words, the 
answer to the question of whether you 
should answer a fool according to his or 
her folly is: “it depends.” Old Testament 
scholar, Tremper Longman, provides this 
helpful summary of what Proverbs is con-
veying in these two verses: 

In short, the answer depends on the 
nature of the fool with whom one is 
engaged in conversation.  In other 
words, the wise person must assess 
whether this is a fool who will simply 
drain one’s energy with no positive 
results or whether an answer will 
prove fruitful to the fool or perhaps to 
those who overhear.  The wise not 
only know the proverb but also 
can read the circumstances and 
the people with whom the dialogue 
(emphasis mine).2 

That’s what wisdom is all about and 
that’s why it has been neglected—
because it is hard.  Wisdom is about be-
ing able to assess what is best given a 
particular set of circumstances.  As Long-
man goes on to note, “Proverbs are not 
universally true laws but circumstantially 
relevant principles.”  My hope is that this 
summer series on Proverbs will help you 
grow in wisdom and gain skill in apply-
ing these divinely inspired 
“circumstantially relevant principles”3 in 
your own life.  So, let’s keep calm and 
wise up together!   

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio  

1 Ellen F. Davis, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of 
Songs (Louisville, KY:  Westminster John Knox Press, 
2000), 11.  

 
2Tremper Longman, Proverbs: Baker Commentary on 
the Old Testament Wisdom and Psalms (Grand 
Rapids, MI:  Baker, 2006), 464. 

3Longman, 464. 
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able to tell us how many 
miles the earth is from 
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slothfulness..” 



 

 

Church Li fe  Page 3  

“Keep reading and you’ll 
learn more about how 

you might also be 
encouraged to go beyond 
your comfort zone to love 

and good deeds.” 

A TIME FOR FELLOWSHIP IN COMMUNITY 

I’m reading a book titled, “The Province 
of Joy: Praying with Flannery O’Con-
nor” by Angela O’Donnell. It is framed 
to draw the reader into a practice of 
praying Prime and Compline (Morning 
and Evening) each day of the week. For 
each day there are theological themes 
that guide the choice of scripture, pray-
ers and excerpts from O’Connor’s letters 
and books. I’m learning about her deep 
devotion to Christ in a way I’d not 
known before. Learning about someone 
from a book is a safe, comfortable way 
to get to know someone. Delving into 
conversation with someone we don’t 
know so well or even with those we do 
can feel awkward and uncomfortable. 
I’ve been encouraged by the generosity 
of spirit and love I’ve seen from those 
involved with Fellowship at RCRC. 
They are initiating great connections 
with visitors, regular attenders and long-
er term members as well. Keep reading 
and you’ll learn more about how you 
might also be encouraged to go beyond 
your comfort zone to love and good 
deeds.   

Council was glad to receive our Minister 
of Invitation and Enfolding, Tineke Cor-
nelison, at our May meeting. Tineke had 
her Chair of Fellowship Committee hat 
on with a helpful update on the many 

facets of fellowship at RCRC and new 
ideas for the future. One of Tineke’s pas-
sions for fellowship at our church is 
finding a way we can be more intention-
al about discussing the Sunday morning 
sermon with fellow believers. If you’ve 
wondered the same thing, pursue a con-
versation with Pastor Tineke and/or ask 
someone during the fellowship hour, 
‘what did this morning’s teaching bring 
to mind?’ It’s wonderful to see all the 
ways people are serving on the Fellow-
ship Committee. If one of these ‘arms’ 
of the committee resonate with you and 
your gifts, ask the coordinator how you 
might participate.   

Fellowship Committee - Chair, Tineke 
Cornelison 

 Advisory Elder - Ron Cok 

 Bereavement Care Ministry - Alice 
Harris 

 Bulletin Boards - Ann Michele 
Bouwmeester 

 Church Life Newsletter - Gary and 
Alice Harris 

 Greeting Ministry - Bob Cornelison 
and Ann Michele Bouwmeester. 

 Koinonia Dinners - Jeff Kuryla 

 Prayer Chain Coordinator - Joyce Dob-
benga 

 Social Events Coordinators - Tineke 
Cornelison & Shari Harrison 

 Sunday a.m. Fellowship Coordinator - 
Mary Ann LaPolla 

 Wedding Hostess - Ginny Kuryla 

(For more information on these and oth-
er Fellowship Committee opportunities 
see the “Fellowship Team” article in this 
publication.)  

We also welcomed Dan Stewart, director 
of facilities for Heritage Christian Ser-
vices to our meeting.  Heritage Christian 
Services is in the process of presenting 
to the Town of Penfield for development 
of a child care at 2730 Atlantic Ave.  He 
sent a note to Pastor Anthony asking to 
meet with council to discuss the poten-
tial of an agreement with the church for 
overflow parking.  They anticipate this 
potential overflow to be used during 

Julie Elliot 
Council President 
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“We rejoice for all of  

the energy and creativity 

around being a loving 

and welcoming 

congregation.”   

Volume 39,  Issue 6  

 

class graduations up to 4 times per 
year. If the church agreed to this there 
would be an extension of their sidewalk 
to the parking area. After a healthy con-
versation of car and foot traffic issues, it 
was the spirit of council to be supportive 
of their plans if they are able to obtain 
approval from the Penfield town board.  

Other council business included final 
approval of the revised Safe Church Poli-
cy following another round of emails and 
edits. Many thanks to Pastor Anthony for 
this important work and to all council 
members who carefully read and contrib-
uted feedback.  Council also advanced 
the submission of recommended names 
for Elder and Deacon Nominations; had 

a discussion for long range planning for 
our Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups; and 
were updated on Jiaqi’s summer sched-
ule and substitutes planned for June and 
July services. Returning to the subject of 
fellowship and welcoming new people 
into our church family, Ann Michele 
Bouwmeester submitted an update of 
Visitors from Easter through May 12, 
2019.  We reviewed new duties and 
staffing for the Welcome Center for con-
nections to be made on Sundays and fol-
low-up during the week.  We rejoice for 
all of the energy and creativity around 
being a loving and welcoming congrega-
tion.  

~Juli Elliot, Council President 

A TIME FOR FELLOWSHIP IN COMMUNITY (CONT’D FROM PG. 3) 

Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every 
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

6/2 Christian Education Society 

6/9 Deacon’s Fund  

6/16  International Missions  

J U N E  OF F E R I N G S  

6/23 Back to God Ministries 

6/30  Heritage Christian Services -  

 (Guatemala) 

Zuiderveens in Haiti 
with Resonate Minis-
tries 

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/ 

Bethany Cok working with 
Sonido del Movimiento 

 

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento 

Doug & Priscilla 
Higby with Wycliff 
Bible Translations 

 

higby.family/newsletter 

WHAT’S NEW WITH 
OUR MISSIONARIES? 

https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento
http://higby.family/newsletter
http://higby.family/newsletter
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“This community, 

currently without any 

sanitary facilities at all, 

is participating in a 

child and maternal 

health initiative, and 

having a latrine to use is 

vital to this effort.”  

JULY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER?!?! – 
GUATEMALA, HERE WE COME! 

Since last fall the RCRC Guatemala team 
has been looking forward to our 
upcoming trip, to be conducted under the 
auspices of World Renew. But the trip 
always seemed pretty far away in the 
distant future – except probably to our 
diligent fund-raising team made up of 
Trevor, Timothy, Matthew, Grace, 
Sydney, and Julie, who have been hard at 
work providing opportunities for you all 
to exercise your wonderful generosity. 
We are tremendously grateful to all of 
you who are supporting us. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you!  

But now we’re flipping the calendar page 
to June, and then July… and on the 7th 
of July we’re off! We’re so excited to 
have the opportunity to travel to a couple 
of very remote Guatemalan communities 
where World Renew is working. Most 
likely, one of the ways we’ll be 
interacting with the people in one of 
these communities will be by working 

together with them on a latrine project. 
This community, currently without any 
sanitary facilities at all, is participating in 
a child and maternal health initiative, and 
having a latrine to use is vital to this 
effort. We’ll also be interacting in other 
ways with the people of the 
communities, including doing activities 
with some of the kids.  

We hope to begin building a meaningful 
connection with these communities, and 
when we return we’ll tell you all about it 
and ask you to join with us in prayerful 
support of these people in their joys and 
challenges! 

-The RCRC Guatemala Team 

Our Guatemala Team Members: Julie  and Timothy VandeBrake; Trevor and Jim Smith; 
Tineke Cornelison; and Sue Bratt Cok.  (Not pictured: Meghan, Matthew, Grace, and 
Sydney Sullivan) 
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Well, I’ve tipped my hand right off the 

bat! Why is “worship style” in quotation 

marks in the title of this article? And if 

we’re  moving beyond something, what 

are we moving toward? 

During the past six months, we’ve 

returned to having a worship band 

participating once a month in our 

worship service. Does this mean we’re 

experiencing a change in worship style 

on those Sundays? On those Sundays we 

have the same liturgical structure as 

always. We enter God’s presence with 

awe and praise expressed by words of 

Scripture and congregational singing, we 

confess our sin and are assured of God’s 

pardon. And then the band sits down and 

the service continues. If we think that 

through carefully, it would be quite a 

stretch to say that we are doing a 

different style of worship! 

What we could accurately say, though, is 

that our congregational singing for the first 

half of that service is being supported in a 

different manner than usual. Typically 

Jiaqi supports our congregational singing 

by accompanying us on the organ or the 

piano. Her function is to facilitate 

congregational singing, so that we offer 

our liturgical acts through song more 

strongly and maybe even with greater 

conviction than if we only sang 

unaccompanied. The function of the 

worship band, similarly, is to facilitate 

congregational singing. Sometimes when 

Jiaqi is accompanying us on the organ 

and the song is unfamiliar to us, we have 

a soloist sing the first verse, or perhaps 

all the verses with the congregation 

joining on the refrain, as happened on 

Easter Sunday when we were assisted by 

Adam and Juli. And Jackie, Kathy, and 

others have helped us with this many 

times, as well. The reason for this 

practice is to support our congregational 

singing so that it’s stronger and we’re 

able to offer it with greater conviction. 

Likewise, the worship band’s function is 

to accompany (with voices and 

instruments) the congregation’s singing, 

with the purpose of helping us as a 

congregation to sing more strongly and 

with greater conviction.  

There certainly can be a different feel to 

our congregational singing when it’s 

accompanied and supported by the 

worship band. But the goal and purpose 

are the same as with organ 

accompaniment. Band support for 

congregational singing can be effective 

with songs less familiar to our 

congregation, including some 

contemporary songs. Band support for 

familiar, well-known traditional hymns 

gives some of us a renewed appreciation 

for them and an enhanced ability to 

worship well through them. And band 

support for songs of the global church 

can be uniquely effective in helping us 

connect with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ around the world, and gives the 

BEYOND “WORSHIP STYLE” 

“There certainly can be 

a different feel to our 

congregational singing 

when it’s accompanied 

and supported by the 

worship band. But the 

goal and purpose are 

the same as with organ 

accompaniment.” 
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“...let’s go ahead and 

acknowledge the obvious: 

some of  us just strongly 

prefer traditional hymns 

in worship, while some 

of  us strongly prefer 

contemporary songs, and 

some of  us appreciate a 

mix…” 

opportunity for us to use the 

instrumentation they might use. If you 

look back at the three examples just 

given, you’ll see that they pretty much 

mirror what has been happening in band-

supported singing during the past six 

months: on Sundays when the band 

participates we’ve often chosen for 

congregational singing “something old, 

something new, something 

borrowed...” (Well, maybe not 

something blue!) 

But having said all that, let’s go ahead 

and acknowledge the obvious: some of 

us just strongly prefer traditional hymns 

in worship, while some of us strongly 

prefer contemporary songs, and some of 

us appreciate a mix, as long as they are 

of good aesthetic quality. What do we do 

about that? Let’s look to Ephesians 4 for 

some insight that might help us: “I (Paul) 

therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg 

you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another in love, making 

every effort to maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.” There’s a 

considerable number of people in our 

congregation who for a long time now 

have modeled this humility, gentleness, 

and patience in terms of congregational 

singing, and those are the folks who have 

borne with a heavily traditional song 

selection with organ accompaniment, 

while at the same time personally 

preferring something different. They’ve 

simply recognized that song style and 

method of accompaniment are not high 

on the list of what’s important for our 

life together in Christ. And since we’ve 

reintroduced worship band support for 

some of our congregational singing 

(including some contemporary songs), 

it’s been encouraging to see many of 

those who much prefer traditional 

hymnody with organ accompaniment 

also showing this humility, gentleness, 

patience, and resolve to bear with fellow 

worshipers in love. What a blessing and 

sign of the Spirit’s presence among us! 

So now, on to that question of what 

we’re moving toward. Especially now 

that we have our new hymnals, 

our worship planners have the 

opportunity to select from a wonderful 

variety of songs and types of songs, all 

of which have been carefully scrutinized 

by good theological and musical 

thinkers. And our worship planners have 

the opportunity to think about each song 

selected and how we can plan to best 

support the congregation in singing it — 

whether that’s the organ alone or with a 

soloist or the choir on part of the song, 

the organ plus trumpet, the worship 

band, the piano plus violin or flute or 

saxophone or clarinet, the choir’s 

sopranos singing a descant, or whatever! 

The creative possibilities are many for 

helping and supporting the congregation 

as we lift up our hearts and blend our 

voices to sing to God’s glory. 

~Sue Bratt Cok, Worship Planning Team 

member  
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RCRC T O  H O S T  N E W  C I T Y  K I D S  B I K E  
T O U R  O N  MO N DAY ,  J U N E  24 !  

“Though there are 

many challenges of  

urban life, especially 

for youth, these 

programs give children 

a safe place to feel and 

hear that they are 

valued and loved.” 

Volume 39,  Issue 6  

New City Kids offers after school 
programming for local low-income 
youth. Children and teens get a chance 
to explore music and academics in a 
creative and fun environment. Though 
there are many challenges of urban life, 
especially for youth, these programs 
give children a safe place to feel and 
hear that they are valued and 
loved. New City Kids aims to draw 
children into hope by developing in 
them skills, talents, and desires for their 
future. By surrounding them with a 
community of love and development, 
we strive to set youth on a path of 
transformation that will carry them 
forward for the rest of their lives. 

It turns out our church has two points of 
connection with this New City Kids 
ministry fundraiser.  Andy Elliot’s 
friend from college has a brother riding 
on the tour and Mary Steensma’s niece 
is riding the Michigan leg.  To learn 
more about the ministry founded in 
Jersey City but also in Patterson, NJ and 
Grand Rapids, MI read here:  
https://newcitykids.org/aboutus/ 

More about the bike tour: The ride starts 
June 21st, 2019 at New City Kids: 
Jersey City, and ends on July 1st, 2019 
at New City Kids: Grand Rapids with a 

trek through Canada and a midway stop 
at Niagara Falls.. On Average bikers 
will ride 80 miles a day during the 11 
day journey. The route will end each 
night at a church or community center 
where riders will set up home for the 
evening. By not staying in motels along 
the way, they are able to keep the cost of 
the ride low and maximize the impact of 
the funds raised for New City Kids. In 
our case, the riders will stop at the 
Eastside YMCA in Penfield for showers 
before they arrive at RCRC.  We will 
offer them a hot meal and a safe and 
comfortable place to lay their sleeping 
bags and mats for a night’s rest.   

Would you like to take part in 
welcoming these friends and learning 
more about their ministry?  Please 
contact Andy Elliot at  
andye@psych.rochester.edu or 442-
4604 if interested in helping, showing 
hospitality and/or listening to riders 
share their story of this beautiful 
ministry. 

https://newcitykids.org/aboutus/
mailto:andye@psych.rochester.edu?subject=New%20City%20Kids%20Bike%20Tour%202019
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“Our last project for 

School #33 this year is 

writing notes of  

encouragement to the 

teachers before school is 

over in late June. Look 

on the table in the 

narthex for cards.”   

 

 

T H A N K S  A N D  M O R E  R E QU E S T S  F O R  
S C H O O L  #33  

Thank you for the overwhelming re-
sponse for mugs (over 218) for School 
#33’s project for flowers to support 
wells in South Sudan.   The students 
were busy planting and selling all the 
flowers.   

Our last project for School #33 this year 
is writing notes of encouragement to the 
teachers before school is over in late 
June. Look on the table in the narthex 
for cards.  Pick up a small group of 
cards already addressed to specific 
teachers by grade level or area.  Write a 
few sentences of encouragement and 
return them to the School #33 basket by 
Sunday June 16.  A little bit of your 
time can mean a lot to teachers.  Please 
consider participating in this area of our 
ministry.  Thank you. 

We will be recruiting volunteers for the 
next school year in late August and Sep-
tember.  We will be collecting school 
supplies for School #33 during the sum-
mer when they are on sale.  Thank you 
for your generosity this past year.  Look 
for more information on ways you can 
continue to contribute. 

Finally over the summer please continue 
to pray for School #33: the administra-
tion, the teachers, the support staff, the 
students and their families.  Pray for the 
new superintendent of Rochester City 
School District as he begins his job on 
July 1.   

Life at School #33 

Thank you to our faithful weekly volun-
teers at School #33.  We’ve had tender 
moments, touching moments, sad in-
sights, joyous times to celebrate, trou-
bling times to pray about.  Here are 
some things we’ve heard at school over 
the last month. 

 Will you be my fake grandma?  (Yes) 

 I love you.     (I love you, too) 

 You came back. (Our faithfulness is 
noticed and matters) 

 Please pray for us.  (A lunch helper 
asks me to pray for the children often) 

 When you are allowed to have a job 
do you want to be a teacher? (after I 
explained I was a volunteer so I didn’t 
actually work at the school)  

 I don’t eat pork.  (Rochester City 
Schools are a pork-free zone so there 
is no problem there) 

 These chickpeas are really good. (after 
being introduced to them in a book we 
read together) 

~Nancy Johnson 
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The Fellowship Committee exists to help 
us all be part of Christ’s Church as a fel-
lowship that welcomes and enfolds visi-
tors and seekers and those who are not 
yet part of the Body. In a sense, we are 
all part of this committee. As a caring 
community, we extend the love and for-
giveness we’ve received to one another 
and to all whom we meet. We all yearn 
for a place to belong, to be known and 
addressed by name, to be valued and ac-
cepted in an atmosphere of joy, grace, 
and generosity. We extend that to every-
one who enters our church.  

Here are the names of the members who 
have specific tasks that they do very dili-
gently: 

 The Fellowship Hour: Tony and Mary 
Ann LaPolla coordinate the Fellowship 
Hour after morning worship. They take 
care of providing all the supplies and 
ensuring that the volunteers for the spe-
cific date set up, serve and clean up. 

 Bereavement Care: Alice and Gary 
Harris serve in this ministry. They ask 
helpers to provide the luncheons and 
receptions after funerals, on an as-
needed basis. 

 Koinonia Night: The Wednesday even-
ing dinners are coordinated by Jeff 
Kuryla. He has regular helpers who 
help prepare and clean up. Volunteers 
bring desserts to share. Volunteers do 
the dishes and clean up. All efforts con-
tribute to this fellowship time and new 
servants are welcome! 

 Church Life Newsletter: Gary and Al-
ice Harris are the co-editors who gather 
information and publish this wonderful 
monthly communication. Your written 
contributions are welcome. 

 Prayer Chain: Joyce Dobbenga receives 
requests for the Prayer Chain and 
emails those requests to members who 
have volunteered to serve in this capac-
ity. All information is kept confidential. 

 Bulletin Boards: These spaces of infor-
mation are a wonderful way to let visi-
tors and others who rent our facility 
know what we are all about. Congrega-
tional events are posted by individuals 
who have information to share. We 
need a persons to keep the information 
current, accurate, and inviting! This is 
evangelical and informational tool 
needs creativity and excitement! Ann 
Michele Bouwmeester is in charge of 
this. 

 Wedding Hostess: getting married? 
Ginny Kuryla takes care of all the de-
tails. 

 Special Events: These include refresh-
ments before or after Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, Easter services, congre-
gational dinners, talent shows and other 
events. Primetimers are such an event 
(for people over 55). We have done 
potlucks, square dances, skating, sled-
ding, caroling at Christmas time, and 
anything that brings us together to en-
joy one another. 

 All the volunteers listed above are 
members of this committee. Many oth-
ers work behind the scenes to make it 
possible for these events to happen by 
setting up chairs, tables, sound, and 
generally taking care of the facilities. 
We thank you all.  

Rev. Tineke Cornelison 
Minister of Invitation and 

F E L L OW S H I P  T E A M   

When: Sun., June 23 

Following Worship 

 

Where: RCRC 

 

Hot dogs and 

hamburgers will be 

provided. 

  

Sign Up Today! 

(cont’d on bottom of pg. 9) 
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“Believing Christians 

know the answer to these 

and other concerns.”   

 Do you see an area of service where you 
would like to help? Please see the vol-
unteers in charge of specific areas. Here 
are other opportunities to be involved 
with special events. Talk to Shari Harri-
son or Tineke Cornelison. 

 Thanksgiving: November 28 ~ fellow-
ship coffee after service. 

 Christmas: Christmas day service De-
cember 25 is a good time for fellow-
ship over coffee and punch. 

 Pot Luck Dinner and Talent Night ~ 
we haven’t had one in a long time! Is 
this something you could take charge 
of? Please see Tineke. 

 Easter Brunch: Please see Shari Harri-
son or Tineke if you’d like to organize 
this. 

 Teacher Appreciation Lunch (last day 
of classes) Tineke will take care of 
food, set-up and clean up (for Sunday 
School and Children in Worship lead-
ers and helpers. Want to help? 

 Church Picnic ~ after the 10:00 a.m. 
service here at church. Want to organ-
ize this? 

 Small Groups: The coordinators for 
small groups are Jim and Shari Harri-
son. 

 Bowling or another activity? Could 
you plan one? 

Thank you to all who are involved in any 
of these areas. From the fellowship com-
mittee.   

~Tineke Cornelison 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM (CONT’D FROM PREVIOUS PAGE) 

“WH E N  W I L L  T H E Y  E V E R  L E A R N ?”  
I love listening to my Kingston Trio 
CDs. They entertain and invigorate me 
while I tackle my various domestic 
chores.  Those my age or so may recall 
when they were the popular leaders of 
the folk song movement.   

Now I find myself putting aside the dust 
cloth, iron, or sewing needle to clap to 
the banjo music and dance with the 
Swiffer. 

But deep thinking is also involved as I 
listen to the variety of songs.  Gospel 
songs like When the Saints Go 

Marching In or my all-time favorite, 
Reverend Mr. Black.  Work songs like 
Lo Bridge (our own Erie Canal song) or 
Mark Twin.  Tavern songs like One 
More Round.  Lament songs like River 
Run Down or Those Who are Wise.  
Battle songs like Remember the Alamo.  
Others like Stories of Old regard social 
commentary and justice.  Still others, 
such as Where Have All the Flowers 
Gone? involve questions- and in this 
case a reply:  “The answer my friend is  
blowin’ in the wind, the answer is 
blowin’ in the wind.” “When will they 
ever learn, when will they ever learn?” 

Believing Christians know the answer to 
these and other concerns.  The solution 
to living life in this fallen world is 
knowing God and following Christ and 
His teachings.  These alone make 
everyday life more livable for ourselves 
and others.  Only when Christ returns 
and creates a new earth will all the 
problems be solved.  No more hunger, 
pain or suffering, no more wars and no 
more unanswerable questions in this 
perfect world we formerly lost through 
the original sin of disobedience.   

~Priscilla Astifan  
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C E L E B R AT I N G  OU R  G R A D UAT E S !  

Katie Cok, daughter of Ron and 
Sue Bratt Cok, graduated from 
Calvin College with a B.A. de-
gree in Kinesiology, minors in 
music and psychology. Next: 
three-year physical therapy pro-
gram at Chatham University in 
Pittsburgh beginning this fall. 

Rose Cook-Kinmond, daughter of Jeannetta 
Kinmond, will graduate  from Webster Thomas 
High School in June.  Throughout her high 
school career, she enjoyed Area All-State and 
All-County for singing for NYSSMA; she also 
enjoyed being involved with the Webster Sum-
mer Youth Theater Camp and the time she has 
been involved in the RCRC Youth Group.  She 
plans on continuing her education at Roberts 
Wesleyan College where she will study Home-
land Security/Intel.  Rose is so grateful for the 
love and support of the RCRC community, her 
Mom and all of her friends both adults and 
peers. 

Owen Verbree, son of Michael and 
Heather Verbree and grandson of 
Auke and Betty Verbree, will grad-
uate from Penfield High School.  
He will be attending Monroe Com-
munity College and then going on 
to Rochester Institute of Technolo-
gy as part of the 2+2 program to 
pursue a degree in Mechanical En-
gineering.  Currently he is looking 
for employment and will be going 
with his family on vacation this 
summer.  Congratulations Owen!  
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Justin Ferraraccio graduated 
from the University at Buffalo on 
May 19th, 2019 with a Bachelor's 
Degree in Political Science - con-
centration in International Studies. 
Justin will be preparing over the 
Summer and testing in the Fall for 
the LSAT. 

Justin plans to continue on at the 
University at Buffalo Law 
School in the Spring of 2020.  

Morgan Machiele, grand daughter 
of Ruth Machiele, graduated from 
Amherst College in Mass. with a 
double major in economics and 
history.  In July she will begin her 
career with  wealth management 
and investment banking firm in 
New York City. 

Kathleen Denise Fenton, daughter 
of David and Jackie Fenton, gradu-
ated suma cum laude from SUNY 
Fredonia on Sat. 5/18/2019 with a 
B.F.A. (bachelor of fine arts), ma-
joring in animation & illustration 
with a minor in creative writing.  
She plans to attend graduate school 
at SUNY Stonybrook in the fall. 

Sarah Cok, daughter of Ron and 
Sue Bratt Cok, graduated from  
Calvin College with a B.S. degree 
in Interdisciplinary Studies (Civil 
Engineering, Geography, and Art 
History), minors in architecture 
and Spanish. Next: one-year job in 
Pittsburgh with Habitat for Hu-
manity beginning this fall. 
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G E M S  
( G I R L S  E V E R Y W H E R E  M E E T I N G  T H E  S AV I O R )  

Our GEMS Club has been very 
busy this year learning about the 
many ways God has blessed them 
and more than that, how they can 
bless others! 

Each year GEMS selects a passage 
of Scripture and develops a theme 
around that Scripture to make the 
passage come alive for the girls. 
Bible studies, service projects, 
crafts, games, and other fun 
activities help teach the truth of 
God’s Word found in the theme. 

Our theme this year comes from 2 
Corinthians 9:8, “And God is able 
to bless you abundantly, so that in 
all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in 
every good work.” 

This year we had 10 girls in GEMS 
who were so excited to bless others. 
We visited our friends at The 
Legacy in Penfield and went 
Christmas caroling and handed out 
cookies.  The girls made homemade 
cards that were delivered to 
members of our congregation who 
needed prayers and to let them 
know they are a blessing to our 
church. They also wrote 
encouraging notes to the Flower 
City Work Camp volunteers. 

The GEMS this year have 
completed over 70 badges including 
Relationships with Friends, 

Digital Technology, Creation, Cake 
Decorating, Childcare, Rock 
Climbing, Creator God, 
Horsemanship and Knowing & 
Helping Others. 

Badge work is a wonderful way to 
learn more about all of the blessings 
God has given us.  Each badge is 
tied to scripture and teaches us that 
God is in everything and with us 
always.   

We hosted a Year-End Event on 
May 8 with many of our church 
family in attendance.  We are very  
blessed as a church to have 
programs like these for our youth. 

A big “thank you” to  my co-
counselors for volunteering their 
time and efforts;  Charlene, Chrissy, 
Alyssa and Lizzie have gone above 
and beyond.  They are the reason 
this club is so special.  We are an 
amazing team and I’m so thankful 
for each of them. 

I would also like to thank you, the 
congregation, for your prayers, kind 
words and financial support.  I love 
this club and I love these girls and 
I’m so thankful to be part of a 
church who encourages and 
supports their youth programs! 
Thank you! 

~Tina Davis 
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C A D E T S  
T H E  A N N UA L  P I N E W O O D  D E R B Y !  

May 15 was the date for the annual intense competition for the Pine wood Der-
by. The thrill of victory and the agony of defeat were on full display as young 
(and more mature!) car builders raced their beloved vehicles for the joy of the 
game and the possibility of a big win! 
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Lots going on! 

Volume 39,  Issue 6  

GREAT NEWS FROM COMPASSCARE 

Thanks to all the supporters of the 2019 CompassCare Walk for Life.   

The walk raised $293,139 as of May 6th and the support is still com-
ing in.  There were 1,450 Pro Life walkers attending the walk this 
year. 

~Shari Harrison 

Sunday, June 23 - after AM Worship 

Sign up near the Welcome Center! 
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Jeff Kuryla is our resident chef and 
the driving force behind the Koinonia 
Wednesday night dinners. He also 
makes things like the Spaghetti Sup-
per and Church Picnic (and other 
events as they come up) not just pos-
sible, but enjoyable for everyone.  

Thanks to Jeff for his many gifts and 
his willingness to share them, and we 
thank everyone who contributed and 
made it possible to present Jeff with a 
$300 money gift.   

With many thanks and apprecia-
tion!     

 

Becky Hughes and Grace Nienhuis 
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Editors Note: 

“What are they up to?” 

articles are written by Sue 

Bratt-Cok, and help us 

stay connected to our 

young adults.  

Many thanks, Sue!  

Get out your pen and box of birthday cards 
and let these young adults from RCRC 
know that you’re thinking about them. It’s 
a great way to encourage them during this 
particularly challenging transitional time in 
their lives, and many of them have 
expressed how much they appreciate it! 

 

June 11 – Bethany Cok: c/o Ron and Sue 
Bratt Cok, 36 Westfield Commons, 
Rochester, NY 14625  

June 23 – Jacqui Shao: 111 East Ave., Apt. 
917, Rochester, NY 14604 

July 24 – Emma Spoelhof: 810 Hard Rd., 
Webster, NY 14580 

July 30 – Audrey Frelier: 15 Old Westfall 
Dr., Rochester, NY 14625 

Y O U N G  A D U LT  B I R T H DAY S   
–  J U N E  A N D  J U LY  

T H A N K S  J E F F !  

C H U RC H  L I F E  G O E S  O N  H I AT U S  
Your  Church Life Newsletter Staff 
will also be taking some time off this 
summer, so we’ll only have one edi-
tion for July and August.  

Due date for articles will be July 21 
with a publish date of July 28.  

The following edition will be pub-
lished on September 1. 

Enjoy your summer, stay safe, and 
keep RCRC in your prayers!  

~ CLN Editors: Alice & Gary Harris 
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  OU R  C H U RC H  F A M I LY   
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is 
emailed out every 2 weeks from the Church Office.  Printed cop-
ies are available on the greeter table in the narthex or you may call 
the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC 
mail slot.   

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the 
“Member Information” section under the “More” tab. 

Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you, or for 
you, each Sunday morning in room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 
minutes following the morning worship service.   Written requests 
may be placed in the box in the room. All information is kept con-
fidential. 

P RO F E S S I O N  O F  F A I T H  A N D  B A P T I S M  

 

The next meeting of this newly formed 
Cancer Support Group will be held Sat-
urday, June 8, 10:00am in the RCRC 
Lounge.  

Please join Christina and James Thomp-
son in a new small group Prayer and Care 
for cancer warriors, survivors, and family 
members as we explore the daily affirma-
tions of 50 Days of Hope, a daily devo-
tional written by cancer survivor, Lynn 

Eib. The group format will include devo-
tion and reflection as well as support and 
encouragement for members in treatment.  

Meetings will be held one Saturday 
morning per month. If this sounds like a 
group you’d like to be a part of please 
email Christina!  

christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com   

C A N C E R  S U P P O R T  G RO U P   

We praise God  for His blessings on 
the Thompson family.  We give 
thanks that we were privileged to hear 
the Profession of Faith of James and 
witness the baptism of James and 
Christina’s children, Lucy and Lola 
on Sunday, May 26. 

  

To God be the Glory for the things he 
has done!  

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
mailto:christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com?subject=Connection%20Group
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David Bruinsma 
St. John’s Home 
Hastings Building  
Room 248B 
Rochester, NY 14620 
 
Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  

Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 

V I S I TAT I O N  M I N I S T RY  
Each month a number of vol-

unteers visit our members listed 
below. If you are interested in 

visiting a shut-in, please contact 
Shari Harrison at  

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

Mary Zinkand  
St. John’s Home 
150 Highland Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14620 
Visitation Information: 
Reservoir Building, 6th floor 
(Yellow House), Room 627 

J U N E -A U G U S T  B I R T H DAY S   

June 
Tina Jennings 
Tim Coughlin 

Genevieve Seyfried 

Timothy VandeBrake 

Ruth Machiele 
Denise De Lallo 

Millie Washburn 

Anthony Selvaggio 
Bethany Cok 

Luke Frelier 

Rena Lubberts 

Daniel Spoelhof 
Steven Tryon 

Jennifer Carney 

Michael Carney 
Diane Scott 

Abigail De Lallo 

Adriana De Lallo 
Danny De Lallo III 

JoAnne Frelier 

Jiaqi Shao 

David Dill 
Dianka Sobiech 

Heather Verbree 

David Cok 
Oliver Orr 

 

August 
Judy Huussen 
Sarah  

Elisabeth Bakker  

Juli Elliot                

Shari Harrison       
Susan Frelier              

Molly Orr                       

Aidan Coughlin          
Mary Van Someren Cok  

Christina Bakker    

Amanda Kuryla   

Ronald Frelier           
Kevin Smith                

Jackie Dykshoorn Fenton 

Sara Dill 
George A. Kuipers Jr.  

Marilynn Van Der Woude 

Jean Haines 

 
For actual birthdates, 
please refer to the 
“member Information” 
section (under the 
“More” tab of the RCRC 
website. 

Elizabeth Kuryla 

Noah Carney 
Robert Cornelison 

David Fenton 

Gary Harris 

 

July 
Priscilla Higby 

Peter VandeBrake 

Malinda Quick 
Emma Verbree 

Leah Chambery 

Mary Steensma 
Scott De Lallo 

Michael Coughlin 

Ty Hooge 

Jardus Le Roux 
Doug Higby 

Saskia Orr 
(Lindenhovius) 

Michelle Selvaggio 
Joyce Smith 

Charles Steensma 

Kimberly Bruinsma 
Emelia Spoelhof 

James Chambery 

Pat McQuay 

Leo Ostberg 
Daniel Veenje 

Audrey Anna Frelier 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 2019 

1 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

2 9:00am—Sunday 
School 

 10:30am—Worship  
 6:00pm—

4 7:00pm—Deacons Mtg. 

8 7:00am—Men’s Bible 
Study 

 10:00am—Cancer Sup-
port Prayer Group 

9 9:00am—Sunday 
School 

 10:30am—Worship  
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 

12 6:00pm—Pizza and a 
Magic Show  

14-16 Cadets Campout 

15 Men’s Bible Study 

16 10:00am—Worship  
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 

22 9:00am-9:00pm—Jr. 
and Sr. High Youth at 
Kuipers’ Camp 

23 10:00am—Worship  
 11:30am—RCRC 

Church Picnic at RCRC 
 6:00pm—

24 5:00pm—Host New 
City Kids Bike Tour  

27 7:00pm—Elders Mtg 

30 10:00am—Worship  
  

Please go to the  RCRC 
website for future month 
calendar items 

Please Note: Summer 

Worship Time changes to 

10am Sunday, June 16, 

mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
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NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR OUR SUMMER 2019 ISSUE:   

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019 
 

DELIVERY DATE:  JULY 28, 2019 

 
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) 

Next Month... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter

